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Outside seating area on the harbourside. 
Children and Dogs Welcome.
Lunches 12-2pm. Snack Menu 2-6pm (Fri-Sun). 
Evening Meals 6.30-9pm. 
Sunday Carvery, 12-3pm: 3 Courses £14
�ursday Steak Night: Galloway Sirloin £12
Selection of local seafood dishes always available
All food freshly prepared on the premises. 
Daily chef ’s specials using the �nest fresh produce and local seafood.

Family-run village inn located on the harbour in 
the picturesque fishing village of Isle of Whithorn

Special Award

PU
B OF THE YEAR

2014
Scotland and 

Northern Ireland 
Region

OPENING HOURS (All year): 
Mon-Sat 11am-11pm; Sun 12 noon-11pm 

OUR IN-HOUSE FIVE KINGDOMS BREWERY ALES ARE 
NOW AVAILABLE IN BOTTLES AND GIFT PACKS
⅓ pint beer taster platters available for same price as a pint.
Eight cask ales and a selection of real cider available. 

ACCOMMODATION
Comfortable en suite accommodation overlooking the harbour
From £30 pppn B&B. Special accommodation o�ers to CAMRA members.

For bookings: visit our website, or call Alastair on 01988 500334 
Email: steampacketinn@btconnect.com
www.thesteampacketinn.biz      www.fivekingdomsbrewery.com
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WHAT’S BREWING / BEER MAGAZINE –  
ACTION REQUIRED
If you wish to continue receiving printed copies of 
What’s Brewing and BEER magazines you need to let 
CAMRA know as all members have been opted out 
of receiving them by post, in favour of viewing them 
online at wb.camra.org.uk

The simplest way is to log into the Members’ Section at  
www.camra.org.uk with your membership number and password, 
click “edit my membership information” then “amend my 
details”, under the “preferences” tab you can switch WB and/
or BEER back to “by post”. If you have forgotten your password 
for the Members' Section there's a helpful link you can click to 
reset it.

You can also set preferences on what other kinds of emails you 
wish to receive from CAMRA. This is part of the wider changes 
required by all organisations to be compliant with the new 
GDPR Data Protection regulations. 

Alternatively, you can call 0330 058 3130 and follow the 
automated instructions to change the WB/BEER preference. 
You can also send an email to membership@camra.org.uk with the 
subject “BEER/WB Preferences” and indicate if you still want to 
receive BEER, WB, or both, by post.

Digital versions of What’s Brewing and BEER are available to all 
members to read online at wb.camra.org.uk.

Cover photo: Alistair Miller (r) and Lisa Miller (l), and Scott Parker (middle)  
with their Branch Pub of the Year Award 2018.
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The next edition of Full 
Pints will be published 
in September 2018. 
Articles, photos and other 
contributions should be sent 
to the editor at fullpints@awcamra.org.uk 
no later than Friday 17th August 2018.

Full Pints is once again the Best CAMRA Magazine 
in Britain, having reclaimed the title at the National 
Members’ Weekend and AGM in Coventry back in 
April. Full Pints first won the award in 2016. 

Handing over the award to Ray Turpie, our Branch Vice 
Chairman, Michael Hardman, founding member and National 
Director of CAMRA described the important task that branch 
magazines have in informing members and non-members alike 
about CAMRA, and providing education on real ale. He said 
“The judges agreed it was the 'details that made the difference', 
and the easy to understand maps and articles swung the vote. 
Congratulations to everyone involved!” Runner-up and Most 
Improved magazine was Ale Cry produced by Central Lancashire 
CAMRA Branch.

I’d like to say a huge big thank you to everyone 
who assists me in pulling the magazine together 
every three months – Mike Tomlinson Advertising 
Manager and all our advertisers, without whose 
support the magazine wouldn’t exist; all the 
contributors who (on the whole!) willingly submit 
articles for each edition; to the proof readers who 
pick up (most of) my deliberate mistakes; to Brown 
Brothers for the printing and packaging of the 
magazine; and to all our distributors for getting the 
magazines into all the real ales pubs in Ayrshire, 
Arran and Wigtownshire. 

To our readers, I hope that you continue to enjoy reading the magazine, and that some of you 
will maybe consider either joining CAMRA, or coming along to some of our local events to meet 
like-minded folks who enjoy cask ales – we’d love to see you. And if you have any suggestions for 
future articles / topics then drop me an email at fullpints@awcamra.org.uk.

Cheers, 

Full Pints Wins Award by Stuart McMahon, 
Editor

I’m pictured above receiving 
the award from Branch Vice 
Chairman, Ray Turpie.

Branch members celebrating the award at 
Frasers Bar, Millport

Every CAMRA branch adheres to CAMRA’s privacy policy. Within our branch we normally use a 
centralised communications tool for sending out our monthly emails to our branch members. 
However, for certain aspects of our work, for example, the beer festival, we will occasionally need to 
contact folk directly by way of having a ‘legitimate 
interest’. Any communications from our branch 
will contain details of how to unsubscribe from 
the emails if that is your desire. However, our 
hope is that as a member of CAMRA, you value 
the information that is sent to you, and that it is 
useful, particularly at branch level. If it isn’t, then 
please talk to us in the first instance so we can 
understand your concerns.
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Pub of the Year 2018
The overall winner of our Pub of the Year 2018 
competition is Frasers Bar in Millport. 

A presentation was made to Alistair Miller on Saturday 19 May by 
Lindsay Grant, Branch Chairman. Around 50 folk made the trip 
over in glorious weather to Millport on the Great Cumbrae by all 
modes of transport - trains, buses, ferries, bikes, walking, and in 
what is believed to be a branch 'first', by yacht! 

Jaw Fathom and Ayr Otto 
and Griselda were the 
opening beers, which 
when finished were 
replaced by Kelburn Misty 
Law (also finished in 
just over an hour!), Dark 
Moor and Jaw Spinnaker, 
which were all in great 
condition and enjoyed 
by all. Congratulations to 
Alistair, his wife Lisa and the staff at Frasers on winning the award. 
It now goes forward to the Scottish round of the Pub of the Year 
competition, the results of which will be known in the Autumn. 

FRASERS BAR
Millport
Find us just up the road  
from the pier

7 Cardiff Street, Millport, Isle of Cumbrae KA28 0AS
Tel: 01475 530518

Quality Cask Ales 
Served All Year

Meals Served Every Day
12 noon-2.30pm / 5.30pm-7.30pm

“Island Escape”  
self-catering  
4-star luxury 
accommodation

Book at: www.cottages4u.co.uk  
Ref: 30200

Lindsay presenting Alastair 
with the award

Stuart Dunbar having arrived 
off his yacht!

Some of the branch members
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Full Pints is the 
free magazine 
published quarterly 
by the Ayrshire & 
Wigtownshire Branch of 
the Campaign for Real 
Ale (CAMRA). 

CAMRA is an independent, 
voluntary, consumer 
organisation which 
campaigns for real ale, 
real pubs and consumer 
rights. Membership is open 
to all individuals; CAMRA 
currently has over 191,000 
members. It is governed by 
a voluntary unpaid national 
executive, elected by the 
membership. It has a branch 
structure which means 
that all members can join a 
local CAMRA branch and 
campaign and socialise 
locally. 

The Ayrshire & Wigtownshire 
branch currently has over 
650 members. Within the 
branch, we have four social 
group areas - namely 
North Ayrshire, South 
Ayrshire, East Ayrshire and 
Wigtownshire, each of whom 
organise regular events and 
meetings (usually monthly). 
The branch is responsible 
for organising the Ayrshire 
Real Ale Festival held each 
October in Troon.

Details of all our events are 
listed on page 23 and are 
also posted on our Facebook 
page. Members are always 
encouraged to bring a friend 
along if they wish - all are 
welcome to attend.

Branch Committee
The Branch’s AGM was held in the Garnock 
Community Social Club on 24 March 2018 and was 
very well attended by 45 folk, who also enjoyed the 
real ales on offer. 

The afternoon started with a short presentation by Colin 
Valentine, former CAMRA National Chairman about the 
Revitalisation Proposals. 

Then it was onto the branch business and there were a few 
changes to the committee. Graeme Perry, our Branch Chairman 
for the past two years, intimated his decision to stand down 
from the position. Graeme was thanked for his work. In the 
absence of a nomination to replace the chair, Lindsay Grant 
agreed to take the role back on, and that a new treasurer would 
then need to be sought. We’re happy to report that Caroline 
Munro has agreed to take on that role. Bob Wallace stood down 
as Membership Secretary after many years of service and 
was warmly thanked for his diligence in increasing the branch 
membership significantly. Graeme Watt is taking over Bob’s 
duties. Ray Turpie is taking over Graeme’s former position as 
Public Affairs Coordinator. Every branch is being encouraged to 
have an active Young Members Coordinator and Joanne Jeffers 
has agreed to take on that role, replacing Jo Sweden. 

The full committee for the 2018/19 session is as follows (email 
addresses can be found on our website at www.awcamra.org.uk):

Chair Lindsay Grant

Vice-chair/North Ayrshire Socials Ian Middleditch

Vice-chair/Public Affairs Coordinator Ray Turpie

Branch Secretary Kenneth Middleditch

Treasurer / South Ayrshire Socials Caroline Munro

Membership Secretary Graeme Watt

Social Secretary Donald Clark

Pubs / Clubs Campaigns Coordinator Mick Lee

Full Pints Editor Stuart McMahon

Full Pints Advertising Mike Tomlinson

Beer Festival Organiser Douglas Graham

Public Transport Liaison Tom Parish

Young Members Coordinator Joanne Jeffers

East Ayrshire Socials Matt Miller

Wigtownshire Socials Malcolm McNeill

Webmaster Ronnie Beveridge
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Members of the Campaign for Real Ale have voted to approve all but one of its 
National Executive’s (CAMRA’s board of directors) recommendations designed 
to take the organisation into the future. Almost 18,000 members voted online and 
at CAMRA’s AGM, held in Coventry on 21 April, to express their views on changes 
to CAMRA’s Articles of Association to re-define the 47-year-old organisation’s 
purpose and campaigning activities. A 75% majority was required for the Special 
Resolutions to be carried.

CAMRA’s outgoing National 
Chairman, Colin Valentine 
said: “We’re delighted that 
all but one of the Special 
Resolutions was approved, 
which shows the majority of 
members agreed with the 
consultation findings that 
CAMRA needs to change to 
remain a relevant and effective 
campaigning organisation.

“The hard work now starts 
to define new strategies to 
position CAMRA where our 
members have told us they 
want it to be. We appreciate 
that, that while the majority of 
members voted in favour most 
of the recommendations, there 
is some disagreement about 
how we deliver the required 
changes.

“We need to do all we can to 
reassure all members that our 
core campaigning objectives 
remain focussed on real 
ale, cider and perry as ever. 
Those who called for more far 
reaching changes, which has 
not been supported in the vote, 
and those who disagreed with 
any change, can be confident 
that their contribution to the 
Campaign remains as valued 
as ever – and that all members 
can continue to work together 
to achieve common objectives.”

The results of the Special 
Resolution voting were as 
follows: 

SR1. To approve the deletion of 
Article 2 in CAMRAʼs Articles 
of Association, other than the 
following wording: “2. The 
objects for which CAMRA is 
established are:” – 84.1% in 
favour

SR2. To approve the insertion 
of the following Article 2(a) 
in CAMRAʼs Articles of 
Association: “2(a) to secure 
the long term future of real 
ale, real cider and real perry 
by increasing their quality, 
availability and popularity;” – 
88.8% in favour
SR3. To approve the insertion 
of the following Article 2(b) 
in CAMRAʼs Articles of 
Association: “2(b) to promote 
and protect pubs and clubs as 
social centres and part of the 
UKʼs cultural heritage;” – 92.1% 
in favour

SR4. To approve the insertion 
of the following Article 2(c) 
in CAMRAʼs Articles of 
Association: “2(c) to increase 
recognition of the benefits of 
responsible, moderate social 
drinking;” – 89.3% in favour

SR5. To approve the insertion 
of the following Article 2(d) 
in CAMRAʼs Articles of 
Association: “2(d) to play a 

leading role in the provision 
of information, education and 
training to all those with an 
interest in beer, cider and perry 
of any type;” – 78.2% in favour

SR6. To approve the insertion 
of the following Article 2(e) 
in CAMRAʼs Articles of 
Association: “2(e) to act as the 
voice and represent the interests 
of all pub- goers and beer, cider 
and perry drinkers;” – 72.6% in 
favour - not carried

SR7. To approve the insertion 
of the following Article 2(f) 
in CAMRAʼs Articles of 
Association: “2(f) to ensure 
where possible that producers 
and retailers of beer, cider and 
perry act in the best interests 
of the consumer.” – 88.4% in 
favour

SR 8. To approve the deletion 
of Article 3 in CAMRAʼs Articles 
of Association, and to replace it 
with the following: “3(a) CAMRA 
is formed as an independent, 
volunteer led, non-party political 
body to pursue its objectives.
3(b) CAMRA will operate 
in a transparent, inclusive, 
enthusiastic and welcoming 
manner, at all levels.” – 92.4% in 
favour

SR9. To approve the deletion of 
Article 4 in CAMRAʼs Articles 
of Association, and to replace 
it with the following: “4. In 

CAMRA AGM – SPECIAL RESOLUTION RESULTS SUCCESS
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furtherance of the above objects 
but not otherwise CAMRA shall 
have power:

(a) to purchase, acquire, sell, 
exchange and otherwise deal 
in any way, whatsoever with 
freehold, leasehold or other 
property, chattels and effects;

(b) to borrow or raise or secure 
the payment of money in such 
manner and on such terms as 
may seem expedient;

(c) to co-operate with and 
assist in any way, including 
the investment of monies, by 
way of purchase of shares or 
the making of loans, whether 
secured or unsecured, or in 
any other manner whatsoever, 
any other organisation or 
corporation or company which 
is sympathetic to the objects of 
CAMRA;

(d) to participate in bank 
direct debiting schemes as 
an originator for the purpose 
of collecting membership 
subscriptions and any other 
amounts due to CAMRA; in 
furtherance of this, CAMRA 
may enter into any indemnity 
required by the banks upon 
whom direct debits are to 
be originated, and any such 
indemnity may be executed 
on behalf of CAMRA by its 
authorised company account 
signatories;

(e) to undertake, encourage and 
provide finance for research or 
experimental work connected 
with the said objects or any of 
them;

(f) to manufacture, sell, treat 
and deal in all kinds of services, 
commodities, substances, 
materials, articles and things;

(g) to maintain the necessary 
governance, structure, 
capabilities and financial 
resources to deliver its objects;

(h) to establish and support 
branches, acting individually or 
jointly in voluntary association, 
whose objects are the same 
as the objects of CAMRA 
and to supply or aid in the 
establishment and support of 
clubs or associations whose 
objects are sympathetic to the 
objects of CAMRA;

(i) to carry out all or any of 
the foregoing objects as 
principals or agents or in 
partnership, co-operation 
or conjunction with any 
person, firm, organisation, 
company or corporation 
and in any part of the 
world;

( j) to develop products 
and services which 
promote the Campaign 
as widely as possible, 
grow and diversify the 

membership and activist base 
and generate campaigning 
funds(k) to form partnerships 
and alliances with those 
organisations whose aims and 
objectives align with its own on 
individual issues;

(l) to do all such other things as 
may be incidental or conducive 
to the attainment of the said 
objects or any of them.” – 87.5% 
in favour

SR10. To approve the addition 
of the following at the end of 
Article 25 in CAMRAʼs Articles 
of Association: “…, and such 
written notice of intent has 
been signed by not less than 50 
Members.” – 89.1% in favour

Next year's National 
member's Weekend and 
AGM will be held in the 
Caird Hall, Dundee and 
all Branch members are 
encouraged to attend.

Coventry National Members' Weekend and AGM. 
Photo: ©Wolverhampton CAMRA
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We'd love to hear from breweries and pubs with any news snippets, events, awards etc. 
Send your info to fullpints@awcamra.org.uk

NEW OUTLETS
Some good news to report in that the 
Village Inn, Fairlie has reopened under new 
management, and usually has a real ale 
available at weekends. 

A duo of pubs with the same name, run by 
brothers, have opened in Millport and West 
Kilbride. The Twa Dugs in Millport was formerly 
the Kelburne Bar and has one ale available. 
In West Kilbride The Twa Dugs should be a 
welcome addition, being the only pub in the 
village due to sell real ale. It was formerly the 
Kilbride Tavern and should be selling local ales 
from Ayr Brewing Company by the time Full 
Pints goes to print.

In Newton Stewart, the Crown Hotel has 
installed a handpump and is selling real ale.

LOSSES 
In a major loss to the area, the Garnock 
Community Social Club in Kilbirnie is no longer 
selling real ale, despite it winning CAMRA’s 
Scottish Club of the Year in 2017 for its range 
of ales and support of CAMRA. It is unclear 
at present as to why the club’s committee has 
taken this decision when the ale was proving 
popular with customers.

There are reports that The Lounge in Largs has 
now removed its single handpump.

OTHER NEWS: 
Our East Ayrshire Pub of the Year, the Braehead 
Bar in Kilmarnock, has changed ownership. 
Existing tenant John Cairns’ operators 
agreement came to an end on 14th May 
following an unsuccessful bid to continue at 
the pub. It is hoped, but not confirmed, that 
new owners will continue 
to sell real ale.

However, John’s other 
pub, the Weston Tavern in 
Kilmaurs won the “Best 
Independent Bar” Award 
in the Molson Coors 
Scottish Entertainment 
and Hospitality Awards 
2018 and was Highly 
Recommended in the 
Best Family Restaurant 
category.

A community buyout of 
Merito in Dunlop has 
been successful, with 
plans for the premises to 
be at the heart of the small 
community. At the time of 
going to press, details of 
the deal were still being 
finalised, but we hope to 
have a full report in the next edition of Full 
Pints.

Local Pubs and Brewery News

BREWERY NEWS 
It’s a been a very quiet few 
months for our four local 
breweries with little news to 
report.

Arran Brewery continue to 
experience break-ins at their 
Dreghorn site and have a new 
beer called Homeland planned 
for the North American market 
based on an 1800s recipe 
to commemorate the Arran 
Clearances. 

Ayr Brewing Company have 
produced cans of Otto and 
Griselda (not can-conditioned 
though).

Five Kingdoms beers 
continue to be popular in 
bottles with appearances 
at several local events and 
markets. The brewery has also 
launched a shiny new website 
at www.fivekingdomsbrewery.
com and new twitter 
(@FIVEKINGDOMS15) 
and instagram 
(fivekingdomsbrewery) feeds. 

Portpatrick Brewery will be 
launching their Dark Skies 
Chocolate Stout (4.1%) in cask 
at The Grapes beer festival, 
Stranraer in July.

At the time of going to press, 
Loch Lomond Brewery 
were about to launch a 
crowdfunding appeal to 
expand the brewery. More info 
at www.lochlomondbrewery.com
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Located in the village of Dundonald, �e Auchans 

is a family run Restaurant - Bar with a fresh 

modern twist, and a friendly relaxed atmosphere 

oozing charm & character. We have a great 

selection of beer & wine including 2 cask ales. 

�e Auchans has been tastefully restored with 

original stone walls & real oak wood beams. 

Owned by the Kerr family, from the village, 

�e Auchans is the 2nd addition to the business. 

�e 1st, �e Waterfront in Ayr, opened in 2012 is 

a relaxed, stylish restaurant- bar situated 

overlooking the River Ayr.

29 MAIN STREET
DUNDONALD, KA2 9HH

 Telephone: 01563 851472
E-Mail:  info@theauchans.co.uk

Web:  www.theauchans.co.uk

www.facebook.com/theauchansdundonald
for details of our latest o�ers & promotions 

The Waterside
Bath Street, Largs 

Tel: 01475 672224

Two Real Ales from Kelburn available

Wednesdays - Poker
Fridays - Karaoke

Mondays - Poker

Food available every day except Monday, noon - 5pm
Check out our entertainment  
programme on Facebook

Saturdays - Live Music
Sundays - Open Mic Night
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Presenting Eastern Delights
I took part in judging the Champion Beer of Fife (CBoF) Competition at the 
Kingdom of Fife CAMRA Beer festival in Glenrothes on Thursday 3rd May, and 
as our branch was running a bus to the beer festival on the Saturday, I took the 
opportunity to stay for 2 nights and do a bit of exploring.

This year the winner of the 
CBoF Kingdom, Luckie Ales’ 
Scotch Ale, was presented 
with the inaugural Kenny 
Broadbent Memorial Trophy, 
which consisted of a large 
tankard attached to a solid 
wooden base in memory of 
Kenny, a former Fife Branch 
Chairman, who passed away 
last year. 

The judges all agreed that 
the 8.5% Scotch Ale was well 
balanced, in good condition 
and had good flavours and 
aromas. 2nd place went to St 
Andrew's Quafftide and 3rd 
place to a brand new brewery 
- Coul Brewing Baby Badger.

In all, nine Fife-based 
breweries entered the 
competition – the highest 
number since the CBoF 
competition started.

After the competition finished, 
I decided to jump on a bus 
(64A) for the short journey 
up to Freuchie to visit the 
Lomond Hills Hotel and former 
Scottish Pub of the Year, the 
Albert Tavern. The Lomond 
Hills had Kelburn Misty Law 
and Fyne Jarl available, the 
latter in reasonable condition. 
The Albert Tavern has five 
handpumps, which included 
York Centurion’s Ghost and 
Yorkshire Terrier and Salopian 
Shropshire Gold. Well worth a 
visit. Then it was back to the 
festival to finish the evening 
off.

Rather than going to the 
festival all day, I decided to 
get the bus to St Andrew’s 
on Friday and sample some 
of the outlets there. A Fife 
Dayrider ticket costs £9.10 and 
gives unlimited travel within 
Fife. The X24 Glasgow-St 
Andrew’s bus picked me up 
near to my accommodation 
at the Glenrothes Premier 
Inn, and about an hour later I 
was in St Andrew’s, where a 
wee wander down to the golf 
course and West Sands was 
a good start in lovely weather. 
With a thirst duly worked up 
the first port of call was the 
Whey Pat Tavern where I had 
a very nice Redcastle Tower 
IPA. Some lunch beckoned 
at the St Andrew’s Brewing 
Company taproom just along 
the road in South Street. Here 
I had StABCo’s own Notorious 

Black IPA 
and Salopian 
Golden 
Heart, the 
latter being 
pretty 
expensive 
though at £5/
pint on cask. 
Another 
short stroll 
along South 
Street 
and The 
Criterion was 
busy with 
lunchtime 
visitors. A 
quick half of 
StABCo’s 
Wee Blonde 
was taken 
before having 
another 
wander down 
by the old 
Cathedral 
and harbour. 
I had hoped 
to visit the 
Central Bar 
on market 
Street but it 
unfortunately 
was shut 
until 5pm 
for some 
maintenance 
work. So, it 
was then on 
to Greyfriars 
Hotel where 
Inveralmond Lia Fail was 
among the five ales available. 

by Stuart McMahon, Editor

Lomond Hills Hotel

Albert Tavern

St Andrew's Brewing 
Company

The Criterion
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My next chariot was due to leave the bus 
station at 1610. The 64A (the same bus that 
eventually goes to Freuchie and Glenrothes 
via a tortuous route) goes to the village of 
Strathkinness just outside St Andrew’s where 
the Tavern awaits. This small village pub is 
popular with locals for its food, but recently 
they’ve started brewing their own ales, and 
the Strath Mash Black Hop Ale (5.5%) was 
certainly very good and appears to be going 
down well. Stewart Pentland IPA was also 
available. From Strathkinness, it was back on 
the next 64A bus to Cupar for a quick half-hour 
visit to the Boudingait which had two Orkney 
ales available (Raven and Northern Light). The 
X24 bus back to Glenrothes had me ‘home’ in 
just over 20 minutes.

Saturday dawned and I was up at the Rothes 
Halls quite early, so helped the volunteers in 
preparing the hall and beers for opening time. 
Our bus-load of Ayrshire folks (27 in total) 
arrived just after midday and a presentation 
was made to Ian McGrath of Beath Brewing 
(pictured above) for winning the 2017 Ayrshire 
Real Ale Festival Beer of the Festival with his 
Unicorn Invasion of Dundee, which was also 
available at the Fife festival. Unfortunately, 
myself, Ronnie Beveridge and Graeme Watt 
also had to attend a meeting for the Scottish 
Real Ale Festival in the same venue, so didn’t 
get much time to sample the beers before we 
all left for a quick visit to The Harbour Bar in 
Kirkcaldy. This is another former Scottish Pub 
of the Year, which has up to six ales available 
including Bath Prophecy, Oakham Hangar 17 
and Holden's Golden Glow.

A great few days visiting and travelling around 
Fife by public transport.

       Strathkinness Tavern

Harbour Bar, KirkcaldyFife Beer Festival, Glenrothes
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The Weston Tavern, 27 Main Street, Kilmaurs KA3 2RQ
T: 01563 538805  E: info@westontavern.co.uk  W: www.westontavern.co.uk

LIVE MUSIC EVERY FRIDAY

BAR: Sun-Wed: 11am-11pm; Thur-Sat: 11am-1am
RESTAURANT: Mon-Sun: noon-9pm

Cut out this voucher to receive 10% of 
all main course dishes, valid until 31st October 2018*
Voucher must be presented on arrival to the restaurant
*excludes Friday, Saturday, Sunday

MONDAY CLUB
£10 DEALS ALL DAY
1st Monday of month: Pie Club
2nd Monday: Pasta Club
3rd & 5th Monday: Curry Club
4th Monday: Burger Club
All clubs include a pint of cask ale, Carling, 
125ml House Wine or a pint of draught juice

TUESDAY GRILL NIGHT
FROM 5PM
Up to 40% off our 
Grill Dishes

DAILY SPECIALS: 
2 courses: 
£11.95 (£13.95 Fri-Sun)  
3 courses: 
£14.95 (£16.95 Fri-Sun)



10%
SAVE *
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FINANCIAL 
SERVICES 
SCOTLAND 

Financial Services Scotland Ltd is an appointed representative of Personal Touch Financial Services Limited, which is authorised and 

regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Financial Services Scotland Ltd is registered in Scotland, company No. SC408291. 

* Y O U R  H O M E  M A Y  B E  R E P O S S E S S E D  I F  Y O U  D O  N O T  K E E P  U P  R E P A Y M E N T S  O N  Y O U R  M O R T G A G E .  W E  W I L L  C H A G R E  A  N O N - R E F U N D A B L E  F E E  o f
£ 1 9 5  P A Y A B L E  U P F R O N T  F O R  A  M O R T G A G E  A N D  A  F U R T H E R  F E E  O F  £ 3 0 0  U P O N  A C C E P T A N C E  O F  T H E  M O R T G A G E .
* * F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S  S C O T L A N D  L T D  A C T S  A S  A  C R E D I T  B R O K E R  A N D  N O T  A  L E N D E R
* * * S O M E  O F  T H E  P R O D U C T S / S E R V I C E S  S H O W N  A B O V E  A R E  N O T  O R  M A Y  N O T  B E  R E G U L A T E D  B Y  T H E  F I N A N C I A L  C O N D U C T  A U T H O R I T Y

At Financial Services Scotland we offer advice and guidance 
through all of life’s major milestones. Our advisers have over 200 

years of combined experience in Financial  Services,  whether 
you’re buying your first home, welcoming a child or entering 

retirement, we’re here at every step of the way to offer sound 
Financial Advice and  provide solutions tailored to your needs.  

Tel: 01294 539267      
www.fsscotlandltd.co.uk

New offices at:

1 Glebe Street, Stevenston, KA203EN

Mortgages* - Insurance ** - Protection 
 Investments - Pensions - Estate Planning***

- Award Winning Firm  -
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I have enjoyed being a member of the Ayrshire & 
Wigtownshire branch for the last 5 years. Due to 
family commitments I was mainly seen only at the 
Ayrshire Real Ale Festival in my home town of Troon 
or the Xmas pub crawl, though I have also volunteered 
at the Paisley festival and attended the GBBF.

An employment opportunity has come up in New 
Zealand, so I am heading off with my partner and 
2 boys to the sunny Marlborough Region of New 
Zealand – a lot more famous for its wines and 
sunshine than real ale. The good news is the real ale 
market is breaking through so who knows, I might get 
some sort of beer festival going once settled!

I would like to thank everyone I met over the past few 
years through the festival and hope it continues to go 
from strength to strength in the coming years. I also 
hope this fantastic award winning magazine continues 
to collect more accolades in the future as well. 

Chris Adams 

Ed - we wish you all the best in your new adventure and 
look forward to hearing about real ale in NZ once you've 
settled in!

Tied Pubs and Adjudicator for Scotland
MSP Neil Bibby’s (pictured 2nd from right) Scottish 
Pubs Code and Adjudicator Bill was launched on 9th 
January 2018 and has managed to gain support from 
32 MSPs so that it can progress to the next stage. It is 
hoped that the Scottish Government can get this in to 
the chamber business programme towards the end of 
the year.

One of our branch campaign targets for this year is to encourage 
members to lobby their MSP to support the bill. This will help 
tied pubs tenants by giving them the chance to take up a market 
rent option free of tie, at tenancy renewal, and allow them to offer guest ales of their own choice 
at rates they can negotiate from suppliers. At the moment the beer suppliers and cost of a cask is 
dictated by PubCos. 

If the Bill goes through, this will give parity with England and Wales. A Pub Adjudicator will then 
be appointed to ensure fair play. This must be beneficial for consumers. You can find out more 
at https://snib.camra.org.uk/about-us-2/campaigns or email public_affairs@awcamra.org.uk If your 
constituency or list MSP has not signed up, you are asked to lobby them to support the Bill, either 
by email or at their surgery. 

Farewell / Rāhiri

SCOTTISH CHAMPION 
COMPETITION WINNERS
Various competition heats have been held at 
Scottish CAMRA festivals so far this year. The 
Champion Beers of Scotland chosen so far are:
CIDER: Waulkmill Wallace 1305
PERRY: Andrews Pickled Pete
BEST BITTER: Swannay Scapa Special
OLD ALES: Windswept Wolf
MILD: Belhaven 60/-
GOLDEN ALES: Black Isle Yellowhammer
PORTER: Harviestoun Old Engine Oil
REAL ALE IN BOTTLE (LIGHT):  
Stewart Radical Road
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Arran is often described as ‘Scotland in Miniature’, and a well deserved summary 
it is – from the mountains of the north, to the moorland and farmland of the south. 
And for the real ale drinker there are an increasing number of outlets dotted 
around the island.

Getting to Arran couldn’t be easier. An hourly train from Glasgow Central takes you direct to 
Ardrossan Harbour, or there are frequent bus services stopping nearby. During the summer 
there are up to 10 Calmac ferries a day leaving Ardrossan going to Brodick. Weekend sailings are 
increasingly popular and it is recommended to book in advance if planning to take a car. Whether 

you travel on foot, or with a vehicle, there is always plenty to see 
and visit.

Arriving in Brodick, some early day visitors may be enthusiastic 
and wish to climb Goat Fell, a mere 2,866ft, before ending the 
day in some of Brodick’s pubs. Others may prefer to use public 
transport, with the Stagecoach bus stances located beside the 
new ferry terminal building. All buses eventually head back to 
Brodick no matter their destination – the all-day ticket is very 
good value giving unlimited use of the buses. 

Heading north, on the outskirts of Brodick you soon reach 
Cladach, home to Arran Brewery and their neighbours at Brodick 
Castle, owned by the National Trust for Scotland. The Arran 
Brewery is well known and currently produces over eight regular 
ales, including Arran Dark, Arran Blonde, Red Squirrel and 
Brewery Dug. Tours and tastings are available at the brewery with 
discounts for CAMRA members. Next door to the brewery is 
The Wine Port which has some outdoor seating and serves food 
along with some Arran ales. Continuing north, after leaving the 
brewery and passing through the picturesque village of Corrie 
you soon climb up and over the hill to Lochranza. 

The first place of interest you’ll come to is the Arran Distillery, 
home to some fine malt whisky - you might even spot some 
golden eagles soaring in the skies. A short distance along the 
road you’ll come to the Lochranza Hotel, where a real ale and 

ALE AROUND ARRAN

Arran Brewery

Wine Port

Lochranza Hotel

   Arran Beer Festival, Kinloch Hotel
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hearty home-made meals 
can be purchased, and if the 
weather is good, you can sit 
outside in the beer garden and 
keep the midges company, 
or you might even spot some 
red squirrels along with the 
local red deer grazing by the 
roadside.

A few miles further round the 
north coast from Lochranza, 
you will soon come to the 
delightful village of Catacol, 
with its row of houses 
nicknamed the ‘12 Apostles’ – 
each one looks similar but a 
closer inspection shows they 
are all different. The Catacol 
Bay Hotel awaits also with good 
home-made food and real ale, 
usually from Timothy Taylor or 
MòR Brewery - a great place 
to watch a summer sunset over 
Kilbrannan Sound. Wildlife is 
abundant here as well - keep 
your eyes peeled and you may 
even see an Adder sunning 
itself by the roadside.

Next stop heading down 
Kilbrannan Sound is 
Blackwaterfoot where the 
Best Western Kinloch Hotel has 
two ales for sale, including the 
Uisge Dubh house ale from Ayr 
Brewery. The Kinloch holds an 
annual beer festival which this 
year is on 25th August. There 
will be a good selection of ales 
available along with live music 
and local foods. Just up the 
road from the Kinloch is the 

Blackwaterfoot Lodge which 
also has real ale available.
Sadly, the south end of Arran is 
still a real ale desert, but having 
passed through the scenic 
villages of Lagg, Kildonan and 
Whiting Bay you’ll soon come 
to Lamlash. In this little village, 
where you can get a small 
ferry over to Holy Island and 
the Buddhist retreat, the Drift 
Inn has reopened selling two 
ales, along with good food. The 
Pierhead Tavern has a fantastic 
rooftop terrace looking on to 
Holy Isle and has up to three 
ales available. The Glenisle 
Hotel also has an Arran beer 
available.

With the circular tour almost 
complete, you can savour the 
delights that Brodick has to 
offer. Whilst the Auchrannie 
Resort and the Douglas Hotel 
offer great accommodation, at 
present only the Brodick Bar 
and the Ormidale Hotel have 
cask ale. The Brodick Bar has 
Deuchars on tap whilst the 
Ormidale has three tall founts, 
one of which is usually an Arran 
ale and a secluded beer garden 
to sit in whilst waiting on the 
ferry back home. 

Look out for our new small 
leaflet promoting these outlets 
– it should be available on the 
ferry, in the tourist information 
centre and at various tourist 
locations around the island.

Catacol Bay Hotel

Kinloch Hotel

Drift Inn

The Pierhead Tavern

Glenisle Hotel

Ormidale Hotel

Brodick BarBlackwaterfoot Lodge   Arran Beer Festival, Kinloch Hotel
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www.ayrshirebeerfestival.co.uk

AYRSHIRE

FESTIVAL
REAL ALE

TROON  2018

19th
Thurs 4th
to Sat 6th
Oct 2018

in Troon
Concert Hall

real ale | cider | perry
wine | live music | food

AyrshireRealAleFestival
@TroonBeerFest  #troonbeer

MAIN FESTIVAL SPONSOR:ENTERTAINMENT:

ADMISSION (over 18’s only) 

SPECIAL
OFFERS

THURSDAY ONLY:
Under 25’s
only £4

SATURDAY:
AFTER 7PM
£3 / £2 

Admission
includes
glass & 
programme

Free 
re-entry 
with this 
year’s glass

£6 (non-CAMRA) | £4 (CAMRA)OPENING TIMES
Thurs 4th October
12 noon (CAMRA MEMBERS’ PREVIEW) 
2pm – 11pm 
Fri 5th / Sat 6th October
11am – 11pm

FRI  7.30PM
DELTA 
SMOAK

SAT  7.30PM
THE PEAS
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We'd love to hear from breweries and pubs with any news snippets, events, awards etc. 
Send your info to fullpints@awcamra.org.uk

WHATPUB FEEDBACK 
Every effort is made to keep pub descriptions 
in WhatPub up-to-date but we struggle to 
regularly visit our 80+ pubs, hotels and bars, 
and so we do rely upon YOU – licensee 
or drinker – to let us know if information is 
missing or out-of-date. All users of WhatPub 
(CAMRA members and non-members alike) 
can use the on-line feedback form to let 
us know when we need to update a pub 
description. 

Our Branch has Social Groups which meet 
regularly covering North, South and East 
Ayrshire, and Wigtownshire. All CAMRA 
members are encouraged to attend these 
informal events, but non-CAMRA members 
are always welcome to join us for a couple 
of hours of friendly chat and socialising. 

For more information, please contact the 
area coordinators listed below:
North Ayrshire - meets 3rd Thursday of 
every month. Contact Ian Middleditch. Email: 
vicechair1@awcamra.org.uk

South Ayrshire - contact Caroline Munro for 
details. Email: south-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk

East Ayrshire - meets last Wednesday of 
every month. Contact Matt Miller. Email:  
east-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk

Wigtownshire - contact Malcolm McNeil for 
details. Email: wigtownshire@awcamra.org.uk

BRANCH SOCIAL ACTIVITIES Additionally, we hold social outings on a regular 
basis to other festivals (e.g. Alloa and Fife) 
and breweries such as Loch Lomond and Five 
Kingdoms. See www.awcamra.org.uk for details or 
contact our social secretary Donald Clark by email 
at social@awcamra.org.uk

 Enjoying the Harbour Bar, Kirkcaldy

GETTING AROUND
Listed below are some  
useful contact details for  
transport providers in our Branch area.

STAGECOACH WEST SCOTLAND  www.stagecoachbus.com
Tel: 01294 607007 (Ardrossan)
 01292 613500 (Ayr) 
 01776 704484 (Stranraer) 
 01770 302000 (Arran)
 07736 892253 (Disability Helpdesk)
SHUTTLE BUSES  www.shuttlebuses.co.uk
Tel: 0800 072 0373 
SCOTRAIL  www.scotrail.co.uk
Tel: 0344 811 0141
CALEDONIAN MACBRAYNE  www.calmac.co.uk
Tel: 0800 066 5000
TRAVELINE SCOTLAND www.travelinescotland.com

AYRSHIRE and

WIGTOWNSHIRE

See our website, www.awcamra.org.uk, and 
previous editions of Full Pints to view possible 
Ale Trails using public transport.

www.ayrshirebeerfestival.co.uk

AYRSHIRE
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19th
Thurs 4th
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AyrshireRealAleFestival
@TroonBeerFest  #troonbeer

MAIN FESTIVAL SPONSOR:ENTERTAINMENT:

ADMISSION (over 18’s only) 

SPECIAL
OFFERS

THURSDAY ONLY:
Under 25’s
only £4

SATURDAY:
AFTER 7PM
£3 / £2 

Admission
includes
glass & 
programme

Free 
re-entry 
with this 
year’s glass

£6 (non-CAMRA) | £4 (CAMRA)OPENING TIMES
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12 noon (CAMRA MEMBERS’ PREVIEW) 
2pm – 11pm 
Fri 5th / Sat 6th October
11am – 11pm

FRI  7.30PM
DELTA 
SMOAK

SAT  7.30PM
THE PEAS
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Choose the info 
that matters to YOU!

Want to know all the latest on beer festivals?
Dedicated to blazing a campaign trail?
Need the lowdown on book releases?
Want to get more from your membership?

Things are changing - you can now choose  
exactly what you want to hear about from CAMRA.

Make your information preferences clear by  
updating your CAMRA member record:

Sign in using your membership  
details at www.camra.org.uk  

Select ‘Edit your membership information’  
to update your contact preferences  

Sit back and enjoy getting the information  
that matters to you!

1

2

3

GDPR A5 Branch Magazine advert.indd   1 17/04/2018   13:20
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SUMMER DIARY DATES
Please check www.awcamra.org.uk for up-to-date details of all our Branch events. 
A monthly email is sent at the start of each month to our members listing forthcoming events -  
if you don't receive this, please check your email Junk/Spam mailbox and confirm your email 
address at www.camra.org.uk. Details are also published on our Facebook and Twitter pages.

CODE OF CONDUCT
Our wish is for everyone to enjoy themselves and have fun 
on our trips and events. However please remember that trip 
organisers have only volunteered to arrange times and /or 
travel arrangements and to provide information about the 
venue(s). 

You are responsible for your own safety and wellbeing. If 
you have an existing medical condition you must bring your 
own backup/carer with you. CAMRA promotes responsible 
drinking and so excessive drinking will not be tolerated on 
CAMRA outings. Any member doing so may be barred from 
future events.

Choose the info 
that matters to YOU!

Want to know all the latest on beer festivals?
Dedicated to blazing a campaign trail?
Need the lowdown on book releases?
Want to get more from your membership?

Things are changing - you can now choose  
exactly what you want to hear about from CAMRA.

Make your information preferences clear by  
updating your CAMRA member record:

Sign in using your membership  
details at www.camra.org.uk  

Select ‘Edit your membership information’  
to update your contact preferences  

Sit back and enjoy getting the information  
that matters to you!

1

2

3

GDPR A5 Branch Magazine advert.indd   1 17/04/2018   13:20

JUNE 2018
Sat 2 3rd Alloway Beer Festival in assoc. with 

CAMRA, Cambusdoon Sports Club, from 12pm
Mon 4 Beer Festival Planning Meeting: Merito, Dunlop, 

8pm
Wed 6 2-Pub Social: Troon. Bruce’s Well, 1pm and 

McKays, 2.30pm
Sat 9 Presentation Trip (Cider POTY and Branch 

Beer of the Year) to Steam Packet Inn, Isle of 
Whithorn, plus other local outlets. Names to 
Donald Clark, social@awcamra.org.uk ASAP

Tues 12 South Ayrshire Social & Branch Meeting: 
Wellingtons, Ayr, 7.30pm

Sun 17 Souters Inn Beer Festival, Kirkoswald 
(independent)

Thu 21 North Ayrshire Social: The Twa Dugs,  
West Kilbride, 8pm

Thu 21 - 
Sat 23

Glasgow Real Ale Festival (GRAF), The Briggait. 
Branch Social, Fri 22 from 2pm. £6 (£4 CAMRA)

Wed 27 East Ayrshire Social: Brass & Granite, 
Kilmarnock, 7.30pm

JULY 2018
Thu 5 - 
Sat 7

Scottish Real Ale Festival (SRAF), Edinburgh 
Corn Exchange, Slateford. Branch Social on Fri 
6 from 2pm. £6 (£4 CAMRA), 170+ ales.

Mon 9 Committee Meeting, The Waterside,  
Largs, 8pm

Sat 14 Social bus outing around rural East / South 
Ayrshire (Sorn / Stair / Kirkmichael etc). 
Names to Donald Clark, social@awcamra.
org.uk ASAP please.

Thu 19 - 
Sat 21

Ardrossan Beer Festival in assoc. with CAMRA, 
Ardrossan Accies Rugby Club, Sorbie Road. 
North Ayrshire Social on Thu 19 from 7pm.  
12 ales available

Fri 20 - 
Sat 21

Beer Festival at The Grapes, Stranraer. 
Wigownshire Social on Sat 21 from 12pm

Sat 21 Western Scotland CAMRA Tasting Panel 
Meeting: Glasgow, venue tbc, 2pm

Wed 25 East Ayrshire Social: Merito, Dunlop. 7.30pm
Mon 30 Beer Festival Planning Meeting: Geordie’s Byre, 

Ayr, 8pm

AUGUST 2018
Sat 4 2-Pub Social: Irvine. Bar Sport, 3pm and Auld 

Brig, 4.30pm
Thu 16 North Ayrshire Social, The Salt Cot, Saltcoats, 

8pm
Sat 18 Wigtownshire Social, “South West 500” bus 

trip to Dumfries. Details from Malcolm McNeill, 
wigtownshire@awcamra.org.uk

Sat 25 Social outing to Kinloch Beer festival, 
Blackwaterfoot, Arran. Meet at 9.45am ferry 
from Ardrossan. Festival Tickets in advance 
only. Names/money to Caroline Munro, south-
ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk

Sat 25 SNIB meeting, Betty Nicols, Kirkcaldy, 1pm
Wed 29 East Ayrshire Social, Cookhouse and Pub, 

Kilmarnock, 7.30pm

SEPTEMBER 2018
Mon 10 Beer Festival Planning Meeting, Geordie’s Byre, 

Ayr, 8pm
Sat 15 Wigtownshire Social, Stranraer Oyster Festival
Wed 19 2-Pub Social, Kilmarnock: Wheatsheaf Inn, 1pm 

and First Edition, 2.30pm
Thu 20 North Ayrshire Social, venue tbc, 8pm
Wed 26 East Ayrshire Social, Wheatsheaf Inn, 

Kilmarnock, 7.30pm
Sat 29 Branch Brewery of the Year Presentation - Loch 

Lomond Brewery. Names to Donald Clark, 
social@awcamra.org.uk.

�
�
��
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Largs

Fairlie

West Kilbride Dalry

Gateside
Lugton

Dunlop
Stewarton
Kilmaurs
Kilmarnock

Sorn

StairAyr

Kirkmichael
Kirkoswald

Bargrennan

Newton Stewart

Garlieston

Bladnoch
Wigtown

Isle of WhithornDrummore

Sandhead

Portpatrick

Kirkcolm

Stranraer

Ardrossan Stevenston

Saltcoats
Irvine
Troon Dundonald

Prestwick

Alloway

Millport
Lochranza

Catacol

Blackwaterfoot

Brodick
Lamlash

KEY:

Breweries producing cask ale

Towns & villages where cask ale 
is  available

Arran

Ayr

Bute

Kelburn

Strathaven

Sulwath

Lola Rose

Five Kingdoms

Portpatrick

Drygate
Jaw

Not to scale. Reproduced from Ordnance Survey 
map data by permission of the Ordnance Survey 
© Crown Copyright 2018

Do you know of a pub or club 
that sells real ale and isn’t 
listed? Please let us know by 
emailing:  
pubs@awcamra.org.uk
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AYRSHIRE & WIGTOWNSHIRE REAL ALE OUTLETS
EAST AYRSHIRE

DUNLOP
Merito

KILMAURS
Weston Tavern

SORN 
Sorn Inn

STAIR
Stair Inn #

STEWARTON
The Mill House

KILMARNOCK
Braehead Bar 
Brass & Granite 
Cookhouse & Pub
Fanny by Gaslight 
First Edition §
Wheatsheaf Inn W

*  CAMRA members have noted that real ale is not 
always available at these outlets.

§  Special offers for card-carrying CAMRA members

SOUTH AYRSHIRE

ALLOWAY
Cambusdoon Sports 
Club

AYR
Abbotsford Hotel
Ayrshire & Galloway
Chestnuts Hotel 
Geordie’s Byre
Glen Park Hotel

WIGTOWNSHIRE

BARGRENNAN
House O’ Hill Hotel

BLADNOCH
Bladnoch Inn

DRUMMORE
Clashwhannon

GARLIESTON
Harbour Inn

ISLE OF WHITHORN
Steam Packet Inn §

KIRKCOLM
Blue Peter Hotel

NEWTON STEWART
Creebridge House Hotel
Crown Hotel
Galloway Arms Hotel

PORTPATRICK
Crown Hotel 
Harbour House Hotel

SANDHEAD
Tigh-na-Mara Hotel

STRANRAER
Grapes §
Ruddicot Hotel

WIGTOWN
Craft

CAMRA members are encouraged to score ales they drink in their local pub, as it assists the committee in considering outlets for 
inclusion in the Good Beer Guide. Please take a few moments to score your beers on whatpub.com if you visit them.

W  Wetherspoons vouchers accepted
#  Weekends only

NORTH AYRSHIRE 

ARDROSSAN
Ardrossan Rugby Club # 

DALRY 
The Auld Hoose 

FAIRLIE
Village Inn

GATESIDE
Gateside Inn *

IRVINE
The Auld Brig W
Bar Sport
Lyric's ?
Ship Inn

LARGS
Bowling Club * 
J G Sharps

Largs Sailing Club #?
Lounge * 
The Paddle Steamer W
Three Reasons
Waterside

LUGTON
Canny Man §

MILLPORT
Fraser’s Bar  
The Twa Dugs

SALTCOATS
Salt Cot W  

STEVENSTON
The Red Squirrel

WEST KILBRIDE
The Twa Dugs

ISLE OF ARRAN 

BLACKWATERFOOT
Kinloch Hotel 
Blackwaterfoot Lodge

BRODICK
Arran Brewery § W  
Brodick Bar
Ormidale Hotel
Wine Port 

CATACOL
Catacol Bay Hotel

LAMLASH
Drift Inn
Glenisle Hotel 
Pierhead Tavern

LOCHRANZA
Lochranza Hotel

Smoking Goat
Tam o’ Shanter
Twa Dugs
Wellingtons Bar
West Kirk W

DUNDONALD
The Auchans

KIRKMICHAEL
Kirkmichael Arms

KIRKOSWALD
Souter’s Inn

PRESTWICK
Prestwick Pioneer W

TROON
Bruce’s Well
Cheeky Charlie’s
Harbour Bar *
McKay’s 
Marr Rugby Club #
South Beach Hotel *

Current Branch Area Pub of the Year
Overall Branch Pub of the Year 2018
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2018

SCOTTISH 
REAL ALE

S h o w casing  17 0 + Scottish
R e al A le s &  Cid e r / P e rr y

ADMISSION: £6 
£4 (CAMRA Members) 

JULY

5th-7th

12 NOON - 10.30PM 
(SAT 9.30PM)

Thu Sat

ScottishRealAleFestival
@SRAF  #SRAF2018

FESTIVAL SPONSOR

www.sraf.camra.org.uk

The Corn 
Exchange,
Edinburgh 

4, 20, 34, 44, 300

Slateford

© CAMPAIGN FOR REAL ALE LTD.

Explore more than 30 bars  
under one roof!

Book your tickets today 

gbbf.org.uk

7-11 August • Olympia London

Festival Sponsors

Festival Media Partner

Real Ale • Craft Beer 
Cider • Perry • Wine  
Gin • Entertainment
Street Food • Music 
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Clubhouse, Sorbie Road, Ardrossan

7th Ardrossan 
REAL ALE Festival
Hosted by Ardrossan Academicals Rugby Club

19th - 21st July 2018

OPENING TIMES:
Thursday 19th: 7.00pm - late
(North Ayrshire CAMRA Social Night / Club Members’ Preview)

Friday 20th:  3.30pm - late
Saturday 21st: 12.30pm - late
Admission: £3 (inc. glass)

Over 12 
Real Ales 
and Cider 
available
Hot snacks 

available
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OVER 150 REAL ALES, CIDERS & FOREIGN BEERS

THE BRIGGAIT, GLASGOW

ENTRY PER SESSION INCLUDING FESTIVAL GLASS

DISCOUNTED RATES FOR SUBSEQUENT SESSIONS
£6 (£4 FOR CAMRA MEMBERS)

THURSDAY 21ST JUNE 3.30PM - 10.30PM
FRIDAY 22ND JUNE 12.00PM  - 10.30PM
SATURDAY 23RD JUNE 12.00PM - 10.30PM

WWW.GLASGOWREALALEFESTIVAL.CO.UK

FESTIVAL SPONSOR

© Glasgow and West of Scotland CAMRA 2018

GLASGOWREALALEFESTIVAL

@GLASREALALEFEST
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL:  07826 542149
WWW.PORTPATRICK-BREWERY.CO.UK

REFRESHING THE RHINS AND BEYOND...

Wellingtons
17 Wellington Square
Ayr, KA7 1EZ

W: www.welliesbar.weebly.com   E: welliesayr@hotmail.co.uk

Tel: 01292 262794  

Basement Bar 
close to Ayr beach

Traditional Ales
Traditional Music 
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 & Wigtownshire CAM
R

A

PUB OF 
THE YEAR

2017
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Full contact information can be found on your local authority website:
www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
www.east-ayrshire.gov.uk
www.south-ayrshire.gov.uk
www.dumgal.gov.uk

In every edition of Full Pints, we make a plea for CAMRA members to score their 
ales that they drink on www.whatpub.com. 

If you visit a pub with real ale, then log in to 
WhatPub.com on your phone, tablet or laptop 
and submit a score whilst supping your pint. It 
only takes 30 seconds. Scores are used by our 
Branch committee to assist them in selecting 
entries for the Good Beer Guide (GBG). We 
have around 80 outlets in our area but are only 
allocated 27 entries by the Good Beer Guide 
publishers, so only the best pubs with the 
highest average scores get selected. The more 
scores there are, the better the overall average 
will be.

We have a really good number of scores 
submitted for our branch's pubs, compared 
to other branches, but let's keep trying to get 
even more! 

Just because a pub is in a larger town please 
don’t assume that we’ll get a lot of scores for 
it, and pubs outwith the big town centres, in 
our rural areas and islands always need scores. 
Low scores (if warranted) are just as important 
as high scores.

A huge thank you to all who have contributed 
scores on whatpub.com so far this year. 

WhatPub.com, Beer Scoring and the Good Beer Guide

HOW SHOULD I SCORE THE QUALITY OF THE BEER?
0: Should only be used if no cask ale is available
0.5 -1: Poor Beer is anything from barely drinkable to drinkable with considerable resentment.
2: Average Competently kept, drinkable pint but doesn’t inspire in any way, not worth moving to another pub but you drink the 

beer without really noticing.
3: Good Good beer in good form. You may cancel plans to move to the next pub. You want to stay for another pint and may 

seek out the beer again
4: Very Good Excellent beer in excellent condition. You stay put!
5: Perfect Probably the best you are ever likely to find. A seasoned drinker will award this score very rarely.

TRADING STANDARDS

IRVINE: 
Tel: 01294 310100
KILMARNOCK: 
Tel: 01563 576602

If you have any complaint about your beer, such as poor quality or short measure, 
or there is no price list displayed, you should remain polite and speak to the 
management of the pub concerned in the first instance.

If you need to pursue the complaint further, contact your local Trading Standards office or Citizen’s 
Advice Bureau and they will guide you to the next appropriate step.

AYR: 
Tel: 01292 616060
STRANRAER: 
Tel: 03033 333000
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Each year in January I attempt to walk a National Trail, way-marked routes of 
varying distance and arduousness, some with lots of watering holes, and a few 
with less. I do them in January, not for masochistic pleasure, but due to work 
constraints. However, I can honestly say that this time of year provides some of 
the best walking weather you can get, and nae midges!! The only drawback is 
short daylength, which can pose problems if you have dallied too long over your 
lunchtime pint!

This year's trail of choice was the North Downs 
Way, on the face of it a fairly dull walk along 
the hills to the south of London between busy 
motorways. But it turned out to be a cracker, 
due to the fact that it provided the possibility of 
taking in over 60 pubs!

The North Downs Way runs from Farnham in 
Surrey to Dover in Kent, and has the option of 
reaching Dover via Canterbury or Folkestone. I 
chose to go via Folkestone, but then continued 
on through Dover to finish in Canterbury, in all 
about 160 miles.

To go through the whole walk in detail would 
take far too long, so I'll just jot down the highs 
and lows:

Day 1: Farnham 
to Dorking (24 
miles)
Great walking 
weather, met 
loads of dugs and 
owners (it was 
Sunday), got to 
Dorking as the 
sun set and had 
a couple of nice 

pints of Dark Star Hophead in Cobbetts Beer 
Shop micro pub. Only down of the day was 
timing my arrival at lunchtime stop (Ye Olde 
Ship Inn on the outskirts of Guildford) for the 
advertised opening time of 12 noon, only to 
discover that it had opened at 11am!

Day 2: Dorking to Merstham (10 miles)
Today was a muddy trudge due to overnight 
rain, and with no lunchtime pub, but the beer in 
the Feathers made up for that. Excellent pint of 
Old Dairy Red Top and some nice local cider. 
Yippee! No blisters!

Day 3: Merstham to Otford (20 miles)
Sunshine and blue skies (SBS) all the way 
today. Two good lunchtime stops before taking 
the train from Otford to Bromley, where I 
stayed overnight. The Shortlands Tavern, a 
community-run pub, was excellent, but the 
Red Lion was 
excellenter!! 
Best pint of 
Abbot Ale I've 
ever tasted, 
bar none. The 
landlord was 
deservedly 
smug!

GEORDIE'S 
JAUNTS

A WALK ALONG THE NORTH DOWNS WAY

By George Bryden
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Day 4: Otford to 
Cuxton (17 miles)
Another SBS day. 
Views from the ridge 
were breathtaking. 
Not so breathtaking 
was the view of my 
two lunchtime pubs, 
both stubbornly 
closed. However, a 
good pint of Dartford Warbler was had in the 
Foresters in Vigo village, and the curry and 
many Shepherd Neames in the White Hart in 
Cuxton put me nicely to sleep.

Day 5: Cuxton to Hollingbourne (16 miles)
After some seriously strong wind and 
rain overnight, it was SBS all the way. My 
gephyrophobia (google it!) nearly got the better 
of me over the River Medway, but once over, I 
fell in with a fellow hiker from the romantically 
named village of Borstal. We journeyed together 
to the Cock Horse in Detling, the Black Horse 
in Thurnham 
and finally the 
Dirty Habit in 
Hollingbourne. 
Three Greene 
Kings....

I took the train 
to Maidstone, where the Rifle Volunteers had a 
great range of delicious Goachers Ales on tap 
behind the bar, and a poor range of punters this 
side of it. They should have been issued with 
antisocial orders! Not so the drinkers in both the 
Flower Pot and the Cellars Alehouse. Many ales 
were drunk, all good, and so was I.

Day 6: Hollingbourne to Wye (15 miles)
SBS, what else? Reports of the M74 closed 
due to snow, and I had a little gloat. Gloated 
even more in my noon stop, the Bowl Inn near 
Charing. The 
Gadds ales 
were anything 
but gadsy, and 
the food was 
goodsy! In 
Wye, I had a 
nice surprise in 
finding a great 

little micro pub called the Barbers Shop, full of 
great people and great beers, especially the 
Stay Puft stout from Tiny Rebel.

Day 7: Wye to Folkestone (16 miles)
Dear oh dear, heavy rain all day. Who's that I 
hear gloating? Best lunch stop of the entire 
route was the Tiger 
Inn in Stowting. Good 
inexpensive food, a 
roaring log fire and 
wonderful Range Ales 
Pale Ale. Must I go out 
in the rain again? Yes, 
onwards to Folkestone, 
where I dried out in 
the Chambers, Kipps 
Alehouse and the Firkin 
Alehouse, where the 
Kent Ales Black Gold 
was awesome.

Day 8: Folkestone to 
Dover (8 miles)
A horrible day of rain and low cloud. Couldn't 
even see what colour the cliffs were. I cheated 
and took the train (tut tut), but wished I'd stayed 
in Folkestone. Five of the eight pubs on my list 
were closed or shut down. That seems to be 
the problem with micro pubs. However, the day 
was salvaged in the Mash Tun, which provided 
comfy chairs, nibbles and polite conversation. 
Oh yes, and it also sold cracking ale. The 
Hopdaemon Golden Braid was spot on.

Day 9: Dover to Canterbury (19 miles)
Last day. Hurrah, back to SBS. Nice pint of 
London Pride in the Bell 
Inn in Shepherdswell, 
followed by two of 
something else in 
the Two Sawyers in 
Woolage Green. Made 
it to Canterbury just 
before dark, and from a 
ridge about two miles 
away I had the spine 
tingling moment when 
I could just make out 
the massive bulk of the 
Thomas Tallis Alehouse, 
the New Inn and the 
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Foundry Brewpub. The Dolphin, Eight Bells and 
Unicorn also came into view. There was also a 
big kirk...

Day 10: Day in Canterbury
I'm not a religious person, but the visit to the 
magnificent Cathedral was quite stunning and 
well worth the long trek along what is known 
as the Pilgrim's Way. It is an excellent walking 
route which far exceeded my expectations, and 
I had some great fun en route. The local beers 

were superb, my 
favourite brewery 
being Gadds 
of Ramsgate 
and my overall 
best beer was 
the Range Pale. 
My favourite 
pubs were, in 
no particular 
order, the Red 
Lion in Bromley, 
the Flower 

Pot in Maidstone, the Barbers Shop in Wye, 
the Tiger Inn in Stowting and the New Inn in 
Canterbury.

Day 11: Time to come home, a sad day made 
even worse in London. My last ever visit to 
the famous Bree Louise in Euston, a pub well 
known to many of us who travel by rail. It is 
being knocked down to make way for even 
faster trains. I think I'll walk from now on!
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Arran Real 
Ale Festival
Saturday 25th August

11.30am until 5pm
Real Ales

Cider
Wine

Fresh Food
Live Music

Ticket only event - 500 tickets only!
£5 per person 

- call and book now on 01770 860 444
or email

reservations@kinlochhotel.eclipse.co.uk
Tickets WILL NOT be available for purchase on the day.

Arran Real 
Ale Festival

Kinloch Hotel,  Blackwaterfoot, Isle of Arran   
www.bw-kinlochhotel.co.uk  Tel:  01770 860444 

Kinloch Hotel,  Blackwaterfoot, Isle of Arran   
www.bw-kinlochhotel.co.uk  Tel:  01770 860444 

Kinloch Hotel,  Blackwaterfoot, Isle of Arran   
www.bw-kinlochhotel.co.uk  Tel:  01770 860444 

Kinloch Hotel,  Blackwaterfoot, Isle of Arran   
www.bw-kinlochhotel.co.uk  Tel:  01770 860444 

Kinloch Hotel,  Blackwaterfoot, Isle of Arran   
www.bw-kinlochhotel.co.uk  Tel:  01770 860444 

Kinloch Hotel,  Blackwaterfoot, Isle of Arran   
www.bw-kinlochhotel.co.uk  Tel:  01770 860444 

best location, best service, 
best value

best location, best service, 
best value

best location, best service, 
best value

best location, best service, 
best value

Full Pints 2018_KH  09/05/2018  11:57  Page 1



www.awcamra.org.uk

34

RAY’S ROUND UP
It seems a long time since the “Beast 
from the East” hit us, but herein lies 
a tale which might be of interest to 
readers.

As part of my Public Affairs duty, I attended 
the annual CAMRA reception for MPs in 
Westminster on Tuesday 27th February, but I 
did not get home on Wednesday as planned. 
We were not far out of Euston when it was 
announced the train would be terminating at 
Preston. The advice was to go back to your 
station of origin (which I did on the next train) 
and try again in the morning.

Fortunately, I got back in to the same hotel 
for another night. Pondering on my plight, 
I thought I might make some use of this 
unexpected opportunity. Braving the weather, 
I decided to do a circular pub walk of nearby 
King’s Cross pubs.

The only one I could 
remember from my 
London Pub Walks 
CAMRA book was the 
nearby Queen’s Head, 
so I started there with 
a pint of Windsor and 
Eton Knight of the 
Garter. Off to a good 
start, I then headed 
to the Lamb, next to 
the Dickens Museum 

in Lambs 
Conduit 
Street. 
Being a 
Young’s pub, 
I tried Young’s 
Bitter which is 
definitely my kind of 
beer. 

I was making my way to the Skinners Arms for 
dinner when I passed the Friend At Hand, a 
Greene King pub. It was Six Nations time, so 
I dropped in for some of their Twickenham 
Grandstand. By this time, I was getting peckish 
but, I must say, the chicken and leek pie was 
really good at the Skinner’s, washed down with 
some Whitstable Bay. 

By this time, I was nearly at full capacity, but I 
popped in to CAMRA’s 
North London Pub of 
the Year, The Scottish 
Stores on Caledonia 
Road for a DBC 
(Dorset) Yachtsman 
on the way back to the 
hotel. With touches 
of vanilla, this was 
right up my street and 
a great way to finish 
an enjoyable sojourn 
before retiring for the 
night. 

RA

Y’S ROUND UPby Ray Turpie,  
Branch Vice Chairman

The Queen's Head

The Lamb Friend at Hand
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Continuing the fray on the 
Thursday morning, I duly 
returned to Euston to be told 
by Virgin staff an update was 
expected at noon. Undaunted, 
I went upstairs to the VIP 
lounge and read the paper in 
comfort. To my surprise, the 
10:30 train was announced 
so I ran to the platform and 
grabbed the first empty seat 
next to a young guy heading to 
East Kilbride for his girlfriend’s 
birthday party.

It was intimated that this was 
expected to be the first train 
to make it through to Glasgow. 
We sat fingers crossed all 
the way to Preston before 
disappointment set in on the 
announcement that we would 
terminate at Carlisle. All lines 
north were still closed. 

Having come so far, I 
suggested to my travelling 
companion we try for a bus 
to Dumfries and hopefully, 
thereafter to Ayr. After 

establishing that my 
son could pick us 
up at Cumnock, we 
decided to chance it. 
Another passenger 
going to Coylton had 
the same idea, so we 
joined up for mutual 
support.

Since we had a 
few hours to kill in 

Dumfries, I suggested we visit 
the Cavens Arms for a few 
beers and something to eat. 
The Orkney IPA was in good 
form and accompanied my 
lasagne rather well. The last 
lap turned out to be trouble 
free and the roads were fine all 
the way home where we finally 
arrived late evening.

My fellow traveller was happy 
to stay in our spare bedroom, 
and to save him any more 
hassle, I ran him up to East 
Kilbride the next morning in 
plenty of time for the party. 
Every cloud has a silver lining. 

So, there you have it, life is full 
of adventure. We can now look 
forward to the beer festival 
season and a few summer 
ales. 

Cheers, Ray.

Souters Inn Beer FestivalFREE 
ENTRY
FREE 
ENTRY FATHERS DAY   1 7TH JUNE

Fami ly  Fr iend ly     L ive Music      Fantast ic  FoodTel 01655 760653

Millers

The Scottish Stores Cavens Arms
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F O O D  S E R V E D

M O N D AY  N I G H T

W E E K LY

T I L L  7 P M  D A I LY

Q U I Z  9 P M

G U E S T  A L E

G�d Drink, G�d F�d, G�d Times!

T H R E E
R E A S O N S

T H E  

F R E E  H O U S E  |  B A R  &  D I N E R

thethreereasonslargs

14 GALLOWGATE STREET, LARGS KA30 8LX
CALL: 01475 672330 MAIL: enquir ies@thethreereasons .co.uk

VISIT: www.thethreereasons .co.uk
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Fancy a pint?.... I do! 
The local pub is more commonly known as where you 
might meet your significant other, but what about as a 
venue to tie the knot in? 

Myself and Joe decided to forego tradition and after our 
ceremony headed to the pub for our wedding celebration. The 
pub was creatively decorated from head to toe making it more 
romantic than alternative, and more intimate than casual.

As it was April Fools day our friends and family originally thought 
the venue was a joke, but soon realised it was in fact truthful. It 
was great to see all our guests happily enjoying their favourite 
drink in relaxed, and for some familiar, surroundings. Some, like 
us, were real ale lovers and CAMRA members, they appreciated 
our choices of beers and commented on the quality.

And we didn’t even have a traditional cake…. A pile of Tunnock 
Caramel Wafers and Tea Cakes were all we needed and by the 
way they were devoured, or guests loved them too.

But the best bit about the celebration being in our local pub was 
that people who we didn’t know were in the pub celebrating with 
us. We made lots of new friends that day and spoke to people 
who we didn’t usually speak to. There was a gent that goes in, 
who looks the spitting image of James May, who I have seen in 
the pub many times. He introduced himself and I found out his 
name was actually James and he works for Dundee University doing research on beer!

The ‘Friends on Tap’ Report published in 2016 recognised the pub as a place where all the 
community can come together and socialise. For some people the visit to the pub could be the 
only interaction with people that they have all week if they live alone. While 40% of people in the 
UK now typically socialise with friends in someone’s home, a third of the population prefer to do 
so in pubs, and regard pubs as a safe place to meet friends. Pubs, and small community pubs in 
particular, provide a safe environment in which to meet old and new friends face to face over a 
drink. The pub offers an enriching environment where we have the opportunity to meet a greater 
diversity of people from all walks of life than we 
might otherwise be able to do.

Do you have an event coming up? A baby shower, 
wedding or a celebration of someone’s life? Check 
out your local pub, it might turn out to be the perfect 
venue, as Betty Nicol’s in Kirkcaldy was for us!

Cheers!

Sarah

[Friends on Tap - The role of pubs at the heart of the community" is a 
report prepared for CAMRA by Professor Robin Dunbar, of the Department 
of Experimental Psychology, University of Oxford.]

by Sarah Crawford, CAMRA Scotland &  
Northern Ireland Regional Director
Email: rd.scotlandni@camra.org.uk
Tel: 07846 856 930
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A GRAND DAY OUT – SATURDAY 14TH APRIL
31 runners (including 4 novices on their first outing) 
took part in the Grand National Trip on 14th April 
starting from Stranraer. 13 folk trotted down from 
Ayrshire on the train to join the local ponies. 

The 'course' was 54 miles long and we managed to 
visit all seven Real Ale pubs in West Wigtownshire 
(The Rhins and Mull of Galloway).

The starting line was at the 
Ruddicot Hotel in Stranraer 
which had Strathaven 
Claverhouse, and we 
were soon loaded into our 
horseboxes, sorry, community-
run minibuses for the gallop 
down to Sandhead. 

The Tigh-na-Mara Hotel had 
Portpatrick Beltie Blonde 

and also 
provided 
some 
rather tasty nibbles 
for everyone. With 
everyone having 
jumped safely over 
the first hurdle, 
the next fence 
loomed down the 

road at Drummore. The 
Clashwhannon Hotel has a 
wonderful selection of ales 
which included York Guzzler, 
Hadrian Borders Farne Island 
and an excellent Timothy 
Taylor Knowles Spring. Some 
more nourishment was also 
generously provided for the 
runners and riders. 

From Drummore, it was a 
good run down the lengthy 
back straight to Portpatrick 
which had two hurdles in 
close succession. The Crown 
Hotel was well organised with 
our beers, Thornbridge Jaipur 
and Portpatrick Fog Horn, 
ready poured (orders phoned 
in advance) and a good 
number of folk sat outside 
whilst we presented them with 
the Wigtownshire Pub of the 
Year award. 

Some of the runners managed 
the next fence at the Harbour 
House Hotel with a quick 
Cairngorm Trade Winds, and 

Ruddicot Hotel, Stranraer

Clashwhannon Hotel, Drummore

Tony receiving the Wigtownshire  
Pub of the Year Award

    Tigh Na Mara, Sandhead
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JUST FOR FUN ANSWERS - SPRING 2018
Anagrams: 1. Hurricane Jack 2. Rabbie's Porter 3. Dark Moor 4. Arran Dark 5. Pedigree
Beer Knowledge: 1. Hops 2. Boddingtons 3. The Prancing Pony 4. Lautering 5. Red Stripe 6. Pilsen 7. Westmalle 
8. Warwickshire 9. 1971 10. Caird Hall, Dundee. 
General Knowledge: 1. Vitamin D 2. Taff 3. Denmark 4. Paul Simon 5. India 6. Golden Gate Bridge 7. Peter Rabbit 
8. A pastry with a sweet filling at one end and a savoury filling at the other 9. Wind 10. A Tower

it wasn’t long before we were nearing the penultimate hurdle to 
watch the real race from Aintree on the television. 

The Blue Peter Hotel in Kirkcolm had Born in the Borders Dark 
Horse on tap and excitement reached fever pitch as to who's 
horse was in the lead – with Kenneth Middleditch winning £25 
in the sweepstake with great enthusiasm. 2nd place: Bob Fryer 
(£15), 3rd place: Ken McIsaac (£7) and 4th place: Isobel Buchan 
(£5).

The home run to The Grapes in Stranraer still had all our 
runners and no unseated riders. Orkney Corncrake and 
Portpatrick Fog Horn were the available beers. A welcome 
buffet was laid on here and enjoyed by all. 

Thanks to all the pubs en route for their hospitality and to 
The Grapes who contributed to the cost of the buffet; also to 
Wigtownshire Community Transport who supplied the mini 
buses and especially to our two drivers, Gibby and Gordon for 
their expertise and patience throughout. 

Next year's Grand National is on Saturday 6th April. Anyone 
fancy a re-run?

Crown Hotel, Portpatrick

Blue Peter Hotel, Kirkcolm

The Grapes, StranraerA happy winner!

Supporting the local brewery!
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The following Socials are planned in and around Wigtownshire for the summer 
months:

SATURDAY 9TH JUNE: We were all delighted to hear of the 
Steam Packet Inn being named Branch Cider Pub of the Year 
and Five Kingdoms Brewery's Dark Storm winning the title of 
Branch Beer of the Year – a terrific "double" for Alastair Scoular 
and his team! The presentations are being made at the pub, 
with a healthy number of Ayrshire members travelling by 
coach and Wigtownshire members meeting them there about 
1pm (1205 Stagecoach Service 415 from Newton Stewart; 
Stranraer members can catch 1030 Service from Port Rodie). 
The plan is to stay there for a couple of hours, with Wigtownshire members joining the Ayrshire 
bus back to Newton Stewart via a couple of Machars outlets. Names to me, please by the end of 
May.

SATURDAY 21ST JULY: The Grapes Stranraer 
Summer "Bangers and Beer" Champion 
Beer Festival from 1200. The Grapes are 
holding their mini beer festival over Friday 
20th and Saturday 21st July. There will be six 
award-winning ales available to sample and 
Portpatrick Brewery are launching their 
new Dark Skies Chocolate Stout in cask. The 
festival runs from noon on both days, with 
of course, the usual live music in the bar on 
Friday evening and there will be a BBQ in the 
courtyard on the Saturday afternoon. There is 
no admission charge. 

If you can't join us at the Saturday Social, 
please try and drop in over the two days, as 
Billy and Sally are terrific supporters of Real 
Ale in Wigtownshire and a warm welcome is 
always guaranteed.

SATURDAY 18TH AUGUST: South-West 500 
Dumfries Day Out. The scenery along the A75 
trunk road is spectacular in places, a fact not 
always appreciated by those who have to drive 
along it regularly! Fortunately, Stagecoach run 
an excellent Service – "the 500" – between 
Stranraer and Dumfries. The idea for this trip 
came from one of our members at a recent 
Social. The plan is to begin in Stranraer on the 
0900 bus from Port Rodie (0943 at Newton 
Stewart; 1000 Creetown) arriving Dumfries at 
1115, in good time for a Wetherspoons breakfast 
and a pint! The return service from Dumfries 
Whitesands allows a quick 12 minute 'comfort 
stop' at Castle Douglas followed by 90 minutes 

in either Gatehouse of Fleet or Newton Stewart. 
The trip ends for Stranraer members at 1946. 
For those (un)fortunate enough not to possess 
a bus pass stagecoach offer a great value 
Dayrider fare of £7.80 which allows a full day's 
travel on their Dumfries and Galloway network. 
We hope for a good response to this new trip.

Non-members are obviously welcome on all 
our Socials. Mention must also be made here 
of our September Social to the 2nd Stranraer 
Oyster Festival on Saturday 15th September 
from 1200. This event has just been awarded 
nearly £50,000 of lottery funding from the 
People's Project against strong competition 
from five other bids from all across the Borders. 
Last year's event attracted an estimated 10,000 
visitors and generated around £500,000 for the 
local economy. Portpatrick Brewery will be 
running a real ale bar on the Saturday!

Have a great summer. Wigtownshire is blessed 
with a number of excellent Real Ale outlets to 
enjoy, many of which have beer gardens or 
seating in front of the pub. Hope to see many of 
you over the coming months! 

WIGTOWNSHIRE NEWS For more info on Wigtownshire events and outlets please contact: 
Malcolm McNeil (Email: wigtownshire@awcamra.org.uk)
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A Warm Welcome Awaits

Hosted by 
Scotland and Northern Ireland Branches
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From  
as little as 

£25*

a year. That’s less 
than a pint a  

month!

Join the campaign today at
www.camra.org.uk/joinup

Join us, and together we can protect the traditions of great 
British pubs and everything that goes with them.

Become part of the CAMRA community today – enjoy discounted 
entry to beer festivals and exclusive member offers. Learn about 
brewing and beer and join like-minded people supporting our 
campaigns to save pubs, clubs, your pint and more. 

*Price for paying by Direct Debit and correct at Jan 2018. Under 26 concessionary rates available. Please visit camra.org.uk/membership-rates

Join up, join in,  
join the campaign

Discover  
why we joined.
camra.org.uk/

members

CAMRA Recruitment A4 Adverts final.indd   2 23/01/2018   12:15
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A Belgian Break
My Christmas present, from my wife Karen, was a 3-day stay in one of my favourite 
beery destinations, Brussels. Ryanair now fly to Brussels South (Charleroi) from 
Glasgow and, on Sunday 11th February we departed slightly late as the plane 
had to be de-iced due to the freezing temperatures. Quite heavy snow met us 
at Charleroi and this continued throughout the bus journey to Gare du Midi in 
the city. Normally we would walk or use public transport in Brussels but, with 
the weather being so foul, we opted for a taxi to our hotel, the Ibis St Catherine, 
arriving just before 10 p.m.

Time then for a beer 
or two before bed. A 
stone’s throw from 
the hotel is one of my 
favourite Brussels 
bars, Monk Café on 
Rue Saint-Catherine. 
You could be forgiven 
for thinking that 
its name derives 

from Trappist beer but it is actually named 
for the jazz musician Thelonious Monk. The 
centrepiece grand piano dates from 1897. The 
pub boasts a good selection of draught and 
bottled beers. My choices were Chimay Triple 
(8%) and Westmalle Dubbel (7%). Karen’s 
tipple was Timmermans Framboise (4%). A 
sharing platter of cold meats, cheese, bread 
and pickles accompanied our drinks.

Monday dawned much brighter but still 
very cold. A 10-minute walk took us to Gare 
Centrale to catch a train to Antwerp. Belgium’s 
national railway company runs more trains to 
more destinations than any other comparable 
network and their intercity trains are large, fast 
and usually comfortable. However, the system 
suffers from the same late running malaise as 
other countries. Our train departed 10 minutes 

late and 
even 
changed 
destination 
mid-journey, 
originally 
Essen but 
curtailed to 
Antwerpen 
Centraal.

Antwerpen Centraal is dubbed 
the “Railway Cathedral” due 
to the monumental size of its 
main building. The station also 
boasts platforms on 3 levels. 
Our self-guided walking tour 
of the city’s sights started 
here and, after a couple of 
hours, we cut the tour short 
at Paters Vaetje. This cosy 
old bar, in the shadow of the 
cathedral, welcomes all who 
like an authentic atmosphere. 5 draught and 80 
bottled beers are offered. I had Affligem Paters 
Vat (6.8%) whilst Karen continued her fruit beer 
theme with Lindemans Pêcheresse (2.5%). 

Next stop, still in 
the shadow of the 
Cathedral, was 
the aptly named 
Kathedraal. Formerly 
Elfde Gebod (11th 
Commandment), this 
pub features a wealth 
of religious artefacts 
in addition to a decent 
beer list. De Koninck 
(5%), ordered in 
Antwerp by the name 
of its glass (a bolleke), 
was my choice whilst 
Karen had a coke to 
wash down our snack 
of spring rolls and 
frittes. 

Our next planned visit 
was to Groote Witte 
Arend (Great White 

by Lindsay Grant, Branch Chairman
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Eagle) in Reyndersstraat. Unfortunately, on 
our arrival, this was closed but across the road 
sat De Vagent, a specialist genever (gin) café. 
100 bottles of gin were on display in the main 
bar with more stacked on shelves in a walk-in 
cupboard along with a fair selection of bottled 
beers. Karen had a Jeton cocktail, which was 
basically a large, strong G&T, whist my beer 
was Orval (6.2%). Time now to return to the 
railway station, via some shopping, and a train 
(on time) back to Brussels.

Arriving early evening, a walk through Grand 
Place took us to Le Cirio on Rue de la Bourse. 
This old friend sits alongside the Bourse 
(former stock exchange) building and its old-
world charm makes it a must visit. They offer 
very tasty Waterzooi (Flemish chicken stew) 
which I washed down with Brugs Witbier 
(4.8%) and Karen with Lindemans Framboise 
(2.5%). 

Just around 
the corner, 
and down 
an alley, 
our next 
pub was A 
la Becasse. 
Here lambic 
and gueuze 
beers come 

in stone jugs. I had Timmermans Lambic Doux 
(5.5%) whilst Karen had her best cup of tea of 
the trip. Next was a new pub for us both, Café 
Bizon on Rue Pont de la Carpe. Live music 
was the order here in a busy pub with a mixed 
clientele and a great atmosphere. I opted for 

La Trappe Puur (4.7%) 
whilst Karen had a 
Tanqueray & tonic. 
Time for one in the 
hotel bar before bed, 
Leffe Blond (6.6%) for 
me whilst Karen had 
her ubiquitous tea. 

Tuesday again dawned 
bright but even colder 
due to a gusting 
wind. The morning 
was spent perusing 

the shops and, in the early 
afternoon, we met our tour 
guide at Mont des Arts 
for a walking tour of the 
European Quarter. This 
informed us of the history 
of the surroundings of 
the Royal Palace before 
moving on to the European 
Parliament. A guided tour 
of the Parliament Chamber 
was the highlight. 

Returning to the Grand Place 
and beyond, our first pub of 
the day was my favourite, 
Le Poechenellekelder, 
overlooking the Manneken 
Pis. Some of the costumes 
for the peeing statue, 
rated one of Europe’s 
most disappointing tourist 
attractions, are kept in this pub. Given its 
touristy location, you would expect this place 
to have rude service and a miserable, over-
priced beer list. It has neither. Instead it has 
good humoured waiters and a beer menu 
strong on small producers. Here I sampled 
Saint-Feuillien Saison (6.5%) and Karen had 
Lindemans Pêcheresse (2.5%). 

Our next intended port of 
call, Nuetnigenough, had all 
its tables set for dinner and 
so we continued along Rue 
de Lombard to Brasserie du 
Lombard. With a beer list 
of around 150, I opted for a 
Kwak (8%) in its iconic glass 
and Karen had Lindemans 
Framboise (2.5%). Just a 
few minutes’ walk took us to 
Moeder Lambic Fontaines. 
The 40 taps here feature 
Belgium’s smaller and more 
interesting breweries along 
with an engaging rotation 
of foreign brews. 6 handpulls are primarily 
devoted to serving cask lambic. Guest draught 
ales are presented via a board at your table 
and my choice from that was En Stoemelings 
Tanteke (6%) whilst Karen had water. 
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Time now for dinner in a 
burger restaurant, Comotoir, 
to the rear of our hotel. 
To accompany our meal, I 
had Hoegaarden (5%) and 
Karen Tanqueray and tonic. 
As the aforementioned 
Monk was nearby we 
popped in there for a beer 
before bed but couldn’t 
get a seat. We decided 
to try Le Coq, a short 
walk away in Rue August 
Ort, and I’m glad we did. 
What is a Belgian “brown 
café”? There are physical 
factors, e.g. dark wood and 

nicotine stains (although the smoking ban 
has lessened the latter), literally brown. Then 
there are intangibles, like unpretentiousness, 
genuineness and cosiness. However, they don’t 
need all of these, just enough of them. Still not 
sure? Visit Le Coq. My nightcap was Rochefort 
8 (9.2%) whilst Karen had her tea.

Our final day, Wednesday, started with another 
guided walking tour, this time of the city centre. 
Whilst we had seen all the sights on previous 
visits, it was interesting to hear about the 
history of the various attractions. Time in the 
afternoon to stock up with chocolate and have 
some final beers. First visit was to L’Estaminet 
du Theatre Royal de Toone. Set amongst tourist 

shops, this pub doubles as an historical puppet 
theatre. Strangely quiet, we were the only 
customers, and with building works next door, 
the atmosphere was rather flat. I had Triple 
Karmeliet (8.4%) but Karen chose to give this 
one a miss. 

Onto Delirium 
Café. This 
establishment 
has expended 
over the years 
so that it now 
surrounds the 
alley featuring 
the Jeanneke 
Pis, the female 
counterpart of 
the peeing boy. We have avoided this pub on 
previous visits as, of an evening, it gets very 
crowded and loud. However, on this occasion, 
it was just busy enough to have a pleasant 
atmosphere. It boasts a beer list of 3000+, yes 
3000+, and I opted for a draught Oud Beersels 
Bersalis Triple (9%) whilst Karen finished off 
with another Lindemans Pêcheresse (2.5%). 
Time then to walk to 
Gare du Midi, bus to 
the Airport and the 
flight home after a very 
enjoyable, if bitterly cold, 
break.

CAMRA has just launched the eighth edition of the Good Beer Guide Belgium, 
authored by Tim Webb and Joe Strange. If you fancy planning a trip like the one 
Lindsay has described above, then this info-packed 360 page tome is a must-have. 
The Guide has over 1000 descriptions of Belgian beers from 245 breweries, and 
around 800 pubs are listed. The breweries are listed A-Z with the entries including 
a brief description, the beers they produce along with tasting notes and a ranking  
(with marks out of five) for both the brewery and beers. An impressive feature.

In order to drink the beers though, you’ve got to find somewhere to drink them in, and the pub descriptions are 
collated into geographical regions and cities, with numerous graphics, maps, photos etc, spread over 200 pages!

All this, combined with an opening history and review of Belgian beer, folklore and local foods, make this one of 
the most, if not THE most comprehensive guide to Belgian beers and pubs available. You can purchase a copy 
of the GBG Belgium direct from CAMRA Books at shop.camra.org.uk/good-beer-guide-belgium-8th-edition.html 
where CAMRA members can get it for the discounted price of just £9.99 (RRP £14.99). 
46
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LAST ORDERS
Once again, the Scots are the first to feel the effects of new 
legislation. Minimum Unit Pricing (MUP) for alcohol came in to effect 
in Scotland on the 1st May this year. It is more than likely that this 
will spread to other parts of the country after the dust has settled. 
That is why Public Affairs Committee put forward a recommendation 
to the NE which resulted in Motion 7 to conference at Coventry.

With the help of our campaigns team, our committee lobbied the 
Scottish Government to keep the MUP to 50p/unit where it does not 
unduly affect pubs, with any future increase linked to the Consumer 
Price Index in any year. At one time, figures of 80-90p were being 
suggested. Fortunately, the motion was carried and so the situation 
will be monitored over the next year or two.

Just recently, Junior Health Minister, Steve Brine MP said in 
Parliament that “we are developing a new alcohol strategy”. It may 
have been forgotten that MUP was proposed in England in 2012 but 
did not go any further at that time. The warning signs are there.

CAMRA's Head of Communications, Tom Stainer said, “the new 
ruling needs to be closely monitored in order to make sure that 
moderate drinkers are not increasingly penalised” and that MUP 
“could potentially damage pub goers’ pockets should anti-alcohol 
campaigners call for a higher unit price in future”.

So, there you have it. MUP is now with us so vote with your feet and 
walk to the pub rather than the supermarket.

The next edition of Full Pints will be published in September 2017. Articles, photos 
and other contributions should be sent to the editor at fullpints@awcamra.org.uk no later 
than Friday 17th August 2018. 47

MINIMUM UNIT PRICING by Ray Turpie,  
Branch Vice Chairman and  
CAMRA Public Affairs officer

The table opposite shows the minimum prices 
for typical bottles of ale and cider, from which 
as you’ll see most quality ales already sell for 
above that minimum price. 

However, we have already heard of a few 
instances where some publicans have 
increased their prices citing the new law, 
when in actual fact, most pub-led sales are 
well above the minimum price level already. If 
you have any examples of such practice then 
we’d like to hear from you.

Strength
(%ABV)

330ml 
bottle/
can

500ml 
bottle

Pint 
(568ml)

4% £0.66 £1.00 £1.14

5% £0.83 £1.25 £1.42

6% £0.99 £1.50 £1.71

7% £1.16 £1.75 £1.99

8% £1.32 £2.00 £2.28

9% £1.49 £2.25 £2.56

10% £1.65 £2.50 £2.84
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THE BREWERY 
KING STREET

CASTLE DOUGLAS 
DG7 1DT

Tel: 01556 504525
www.sulwathbrewers.co.uk

OPEN MON-SAT, 10AM-6PM
Off-sales also available

At Sulwath Brewery we give you the chance to 
see the craft of brewing in action, and to taste our real 
ales at our fully licensed brewery tap visitor centre.

Everybody
Welcome


