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Outside seating area on the harbourside. 
Children and Dogs Welcome.
Lunches 12-2pm. Snack Menu 2-6pm (Fri-Sun). 
Evening Meals 6.30-9pm. 
Sunday Carvery, 12-3pm: 3 Courses £14
�ursday Steak Night: Galloway Sirloin £12
Selection of local seafood dishes always available
All food freshly prepared on the premises. 
Daily chef ’s specials using the �nest fresh produce and local seafood.

Family-run village inn located on the harbour in 
the picturesque fishing village of Isle of Whithorn

Special Award

PU
B OF THE YEAR

2014
Scotland and 

Northern Ireland 
Region

OPENING HOURS (All year): 
Mon-Sat 11am-11pm; Sun 12 noon-11pm 

OUR IN-HOUSE FIVE KINGDOMS BREWERY ALES ARE 
NOW AVAILABLE IN BOTTLES AND GIFT PACKS
⅓ pint beer taster platters available for same price as a pint.
Eight cask ales and a selection of real cider available. 

ACCOMMODATION
Comfortable en suite accommodation overlooking the harbour
From £30 pppn B&B. Special accommodation o�ers to CAMRA members.

For bookings: visit our website, or call Alastair on 01988 500334 
Email: steampacketinn@btconnect.com
www.thesteampacketinn.biz      www.fivekingdomsbrewery.com

2014/15 
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Editorial
According to the latest CAMRA statistics, 
there are 18 pubs closing per week in the 
UK caused by beer being unaffordable (is 
it?), that beer tax is too high (is it?) etc. Not 
mentioned are the rip off rates and costs that 
pubco’s charge their tenants – that reason alone is why we 
should all be supporting the Save Our Pubs Campaign.

But with all the wider money pressures taking their toll on consumers, 
is the pub seen, and more importantly run, as a place to meet a few 
friends for a couple of quick, cheap drinks, or is it seen and run as a 
luxury venue that we can only afford to visit infrequently? 

On the high street, we have a variety of pubs catering for all ends of the 
consumer market; there’s Wetherspoons and others catering for the 
cheap and cheerful end of the market, through to a plethora of trendy 
‘craft’ bars opening up which only offer ‘premium’ products. 

Will the latter survive long-term, and what is a fair price to the 
customer? That will vary depending on your definition of seeking out 
a quality pint, but locally, ignoring the ultra-cheap outlets, I’m happy at 
paying between £3-£3.50 for my cask ale. I will however think twice at 
anything above £4. One new local pub in Ayrshire which shall remain 
nameless, doesn’t sell any cask ales and has its cheapest kegged craft 
beers at £5.50/pint, with others being closer to, or over £6. It will take 
a lot of convincing that I should part with twice as much money for a 
beer that may, or may not, be better than my preferred tipple at half the 
price. Our pubs need our support, but at what price? I know where my 
money's better spent.

by Stuart McMahon,
Editor, Full Pints
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Full Pints is the 
free magazine 
published quarterly 
by the Ayrshire & 
Wigtownshire Branch of 
the Campaign for Real 
Ale (CAMRA). 

CAMRA is an independent, 
voluntary, consumer 
organisation which 
campaigns for real ale, 
real pubs and consumer 
rights. Membership is open 
to all individuals; CAMRA 
currently has over 192,000 
members. It is governed by 
a voluntary unpaid national 
executive, elected by the 
membership. It has a branch 
structure which means 
that all members can join a 
local CAMRA branch and 
campaign and socialise 
locally. 

The Ayrshire & Wigtownshire 
branch currently has over 
650 members. Within the 
branch, we have four social 
group areas - namely 
North Ayrshire, South 
Ayrshire, East Ayrshire and 
Wigtownshire, each of whom 
organise regular events and 
meetings (usually monthly). 
The branch is responsible 
for organising the Ayrshire 
Real Ale Festival held each 
October in Troon.

Details of all our events are 
listed on page 21 and are 
also posted on our Facebook 
page. Members are always 
encouraged to bring a friend 
along if they wish - all are 
welcome to attend.

Champion Beer of Britain
At the recent Great British Beer Festival, several 
local beers were available including Kelburn Jaguar 
and Red Smiddy; Loch Lomond Southern Summit; 
Strathaven Craigmill Mild; Arran Brewery Dug and 
Sunset; and Sulwath Tri-ball Tribute. 

Orkney Red MacGregor won gold in the bitters category, 
and Cromarty Red Rocker came 2nd in the speciality beers 
category.

The overall winner though was 
Berkshire-based Siren Broken 
Dream Breakfast Stout (6.5%), 
described as having a deep and 
complex blend of chocolate, coffee 
and a touch of smoke. The judges 
commented that it stood out for its 
aroma, taste and finish, all of which 
were superb.

The silver winner this year went to 
Suffolk-based Green Jack's Ripper 
(8.5% ABV), a strong barley wine 
that is both dangerously smooth 
and yet well-hopped, and winner of CAMRA's Champion Winter 
Beer of Britain competition earlier this year.

Bronze was taken by Tyne & Wear-based Mordue for their 
Workie Ticket (4.5% ABV). A complex and tasty bitter, this brew 
boasts plenty of malt and hops and a long, satisfying, bitter 
finish.

Congratulations to all the winners. 
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FRASERS BAR
Millport
Find us just up the road  
from the pier

7 Cardiff Street, Millport, Isle of Cumbrae KA28 0AS
Tel: 01475 530518

Quality Cask Ales 
Served All Year

Meals Served Every Day
12 noon-2.30pm / 5.30pm-7.30pm

“Island Escape”  
self-catering  
4-star luxury 
accommodation

Book at: www.cottages4u.co.uk  
Ref: 30200

In addition to having won the Best 
CAMRA Magazine in Britain, our branch 
members have also been gaining 
recognition from CAMRA.

As your editor, I was honoured, and totally 
surprised, to be awarded CAMRA's first ever 
Scottish Volunteer of the Year Award whilst 
attending the Glasgow Real Ale Festival back 
in June, in recognition of the many hours I've 
devoted to CAMRA, not least by editing this 
magazine since 2013, helping with the Ayrshire, Fife and Scottish Real Ale Festivals, and other 
national promotions. For me, I get great enjoyment supporting CAMRA and getting to meet loads 
of folk in pubs and at festivals, and visiting breweries around the country. If you haven't put your 
volunteering hand up yet, then please consider volunteering for CAMRA - everyone has a skill 
that can be put to good use, and you're sure to meet some great folk. 

For example - would anyone consider taking on the role as our South Ayrshire social convenor? 
Having taken on our Branch Treasurer's role, Caroline Munro has stepped down as South 
Ayrshire social convenor. All that's needed is a couple of hours to coordinate a monthly get-
together ideally in a different pub each month within South Ayrshire, and to be the point of 
contact for any enquiries in the area. Anyone interested should contact our Branch Chairman, 
Lindsay Grant in the first instance.

Yet More Awards

I’m pictured above receiving the award from 
Glasgow Real Ale Festival organiser,  
Jonathan Kemp.
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100% pass for Ayrshire & Wigtownshire 
CAMRA Members 
During SRAF Ayrshire & Wigtownshire was well represented not only with 
providing volunteers at the festival but myself, Ronnie Beveridge, Stuart 
Cambridge, Andy Cooper and Bob Forrest all successfully completed and passed 
the CAMRA Beer Judging training course (a small personal payment was required 
to undertake it).

The course was given by Christine Cryne and is a People 1st accredited training course. The day 
was quite intensive taking us through off-flavours and aromas, environmental, human issues and 
logistics which can all affect beer judging and judging outcomes, and not forgetting the practical 
side which did require tasting and judging 14 beers over 5 hours. At the end of it all a test could 
be taken to obtain a certificate of achievement.

This course, plus the previous tasting courses provided by Ian Brocklebank and our very own 
Lindsay Grant, has certainly reinforced what we knew and taught us things we thought we 
already knew, helping us now to be much better armed to judge beers.

by Ian Martin

The next edition of Full Pints will be 
published in December 2018. Articles, 
photos and other contributions should be 
sent to the editor at fullpints@awcamra.org.
uk no later than Friday 9th Nov 2018.
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REVIEW: Fathers' Day beer festival at  
Souters Inn, Kirkoswald
Souters Inn arranged a mini beer festival on Sunday 
17th June for Fathers Day. The festival was held in a 
marquee from a wedding function the night before. 

There were 12 beers available in total from Ayr Brewery and 
Strathaven Brewery. The prices were £2 for a half pint and all 
the beers were in good condition. As well as the beers there 
were a variety of singers and dancing, outdoor games for the 
young and not so young, along with a blacksmith and jewellery 
and paintings for sale. All in all it was a very pleasant family 
atmosphere and a lovely way to spend Father's Day afternoon. 

There were only a few CAMRA members there, but we all 
agreed it was a good event albeit perhaps a bit quiet in the 
early afternoon but no doubt it got lively as the day wore on. I 
hope they repeat it next year. 

The pub got another 
visit from our branch 
later in the month 
as part of our rural 
bus trip which visited 
also the Sorn Inn, 
Stair Inn, Kirkmichael 
Arms, before finishing 
back in Ayr at the 
Glen Park Hotel for 
some food.

CHAMPION BEER OF SCOTLAND 2018
At the Scottish Real Ale Festival (SRAF) held back 
in July, the final round of the Champion Beer of 
Scotland competition was held, and Swannay 
Orkney IPA came away with the top award. 
Black Isle Hibernator came 
second, with Orkney Red 
MacGregor coming third. 
This is the fifth time that 
Swannay have won the award 
- a great testament to the 
quality of their beers. 

Rob Hill, managing director 
at Swannay Brewery, said: 
“We are over the moon to 
win the Champion Beer of 

Scotland award. We have 
been making Orkney IPA 
for eight or nine years 
and it has just gone from 
strength to strength. It’s a 
good old mix of European hops 
with a handful of American 
hops added to provide some 
zestiness.”

George Howie, chairman 
of Aberdeen, Grampian 

& Northern Isles CAMRA 
accepted the award on behalf 
of Swannay brewery from 
Sarah Crawford, Regional 
Director Scotland & Northern 
Ireland Branches CAMRA.

by Mike Tomlinson
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We'd love to hear from breweries and pubs with any news snippets, events, awards etc. 
Send your info to fullpints@awcamra.org.uk

NEW 
OUTLETS
The Maybole 
Arms in 
Maybole is 
now selling 
beer from 
Ayr Brewing 
Company - a 
welcome 
addition to 
an ale-less 
town. 

Of the large towns in South Ayrshire that just 
leaves Girvan without any outlets - surely 
there must be some demand down there? If 
any publican reading this is interested, contact 
pubs@awcamra.org.uk and we can maybe assist 
you in setting up some real ale.

LOSSES 
As Full Pints was going to press we received 
word that our East Ayrshire Pub of the Year, 
the Braehead Bar in Kilmarnock has now 
stopped selling real ale following the change of 
management reported in our last edition.

OTHER NEWS:
The Twa Dugs in West Kilbride has installed a 
second handpump with Ayr or Kelburn beers 
being available due to customer demand. The 
June North Ayrshire social night was held in the 
pub and was attended by over 35 folk.

Bar Sport in Irvine has renamed as R & A 
Sports Bar, but continues to sell Sharps Doom 
Bar and Atlantic at great prices.

Also, it is rumoured that Kilmarnock's historic 
pub, Fanny by Gaslight may be about to change 
its name following a change of ownership.

The community buyout of Merito in Dunlop is 
now complete. Our East Ayrshire social group 
visited it recently and received the usual warm 
welcome - see page 13 for more details.

BREWERY NEWS 
It’s a been a very quiet few months for our local 
breweries with little news to report.

Arran Brewery has trialled some batches of 
the lager they hope to sell under the Loch Earn 
brand, although the brewery at Loch Earn is 
still some way off from being installed. Over 
the recent hot summer months Arran ales have 
been proving popular with the Brodick-based 
brewery struggling to keep up with demand.

Loch Lomond Brewery has successfully 
crowdfunded an exciting expansion of the 
brewery. The initial offer was seeking £350,000 
of investment and closed being
158% overfunded. The money raised will 
enable the brewery to more than double its 
capacity with new premises, and also set up 
a brand new taproom with a restaurant and 
visitor centre on the shores of Loch Lomond 
hopefully by 2020. See page 12 for our 
forthcoming trip to the brewery

HOWEVER... NEW BREWERY ALERT!
North Ayrshire may be about to get a new 
brewery following successful test batches of a 
new ale. The North Shore Brewery is currently 
located in Ardrossan and is using a small 25 
litre kit located in owner Tony Clark's house. 
He has contacted several local outlets with 
the view to them stocking his beer, probably 
initially in bottle or keykeg, but he is keen to 
produce cask versions as well. 

Tonto, is currently a 5.8% bottle-
conditioned pale ale, using pale 
and cara malts, and magnum, 
saaz and liberty hops, although 
the exact recipe is still being 
tweaked for flavour and strength.
Initial 500ml bottles have been 
available to try or take home 
(while stocks last) from The Hip 
Flask in Winton Street, Saltcoats. 
Those with a good memory will 
recall that the Hip Flask used to 
be a fantastic real ale outlet back 
in 80's!

Local Pubs and Brewery News
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In the dim and distant past at 
our AGM back in March, Loch 
Lomond Brewery won our 
Branch Brewery of the Year 
2018 Award. The presentation 
has been organised for 
Saturday 29th September. 
Anyone interested in attending 
should contact Donald Clark at 
social@awcamra.org.uk as soon 
as possible as numbers are 
limited to just 30 people (at the 
brewery's request).

Planned pick-up points are as follows:
Town Pick-up Point Time
Ayr Station Road at Mill Brae 1030
Prestwick Opposite JDW Prestwick Pioneer 1045
Kilwinning  Kilwinning Dalry Road junction 1110
Kilmarnock Green Street @ Palace Theatre 1130
Hillington on A736 beside Hillington East rail bridge 1200

Visit Loch Lomond Brewery, Alexandria from approx 1245 to 
1600, where there will be plenty of beer and some sandwiches, 
and then onwards to Helensburgh arriving approx 1630 for visits 
to the Commodore Inn, Argyll Arms or The Ashton.  
Depart Helensburgh at 1830.

Drop-off points will be reverse of outward journey. The cost of 
the trip is anticipated to be £25 per person depending on the 
number of seats filled.  

BRANCH BREWERY OF THE YEAR PRESENTATION

CLUB OF THE YEAR
Cambusdoon Sports Club in 
Alloway won our Club of the 
Year Award and has gone on 
to win the Scottish Club of the 
year Award 2018. 

The presentation will be made on 
Saturday 8th September at 2pm. 
Please come along to the club if 
you can manage it and help them 
celebrate this great achievement. Pictured above are some of the volunteers at the Alloway Beer 
Festival held back in June. Runner-up in the Club of the Year Presentation was the Royal British 
Legion Club in Banchory.

Commodore Hotel
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Merito in Community Ownership
On Friday 29th June, just as the 
children of Dunlop were celebrating 
the end of the school year, another 
group of locals were celebrating the 
start of a new adventure as Dunlop’s 
last remaining pub, Merito, became 
the first community-owned pub in 
Scotland.

Eighteen months previously, Merito had been 
put up for sale. A group of friends, concerned 
that Dunlop would lose its only pub (and real 
ale outlet), decided something had to be done 
to save it.

Whilst the previous owners had put in a great deal of work improving the bar and restaurant, 
the upper floor had had lain unused for many years. This area offered great potential for further 
development and a community buyout would ensure any development would benefit the 
community. The space could be used for community activities and social enterprise, generating 
income for the whole community with any profits redistributed to other local groups. 

The owners agreed to wait for the group to put together an offer and the group went to work. 
Dunlop Community Hub was created, the community consulted, more people drafted in to help 
flesh out the vision, and an application for funding made to the Scottish Land Fund.  Almost a 
year after the idea of a community buyout was suggested, the Hub received its funding and their 
offer to buy the pub was accepted. 

With the handover of the keys at the end of June, the first steps of turning the pub into a 
community-owned social enterprise were taken. There is a lot of hard work ahead before the 
vision can be fully realised but the initial stages have been encouraging and the Hub team have 
been very grateful for the help of other local community groups and individuals.

Having retained a working pub and restaurant, the first priority has been to ensure both continue 
to run well. Since the handover, both restaurant and pub have proven very popular with the local 
community, and have also welcomed several members of A&W CAMRA on one of their monthly 
social evenings. Plans are afoot to build on this success with a number of special events, new 
menus and guest beers whilst the old favourites such as 2 for 1 pizza Wednesday and Sharma’s 
Street Food curry nights will continue. The pub will also continue to have a handpump serving 
real ale from local breweries such as Ayr Brewing Company and Kelburn as well as other guest 
ales from further afield.  

The group will also continue to look for further investment to fund the transformation of the pub 
into a social hub. Anyone wishing to offer their support, expertise or help with funding, (or even 
donating a cask of ale!) should contact the Dunlop Community Hub via their Facebook page. 
Merito will officially celebrate the community buyout all day on Saturday 15th September. Please 
feel free to pop in and contribute to their cause. 

Further details on the Merito Dunlop Community Hub Facebook page at 
ww.facebook.com/Merito-Dunlop-Community-Hub-1772189856183502/

by Martin Doherty
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FIVE KINGDOMS PRESENTATIONS 
On Sat 9th June a coach filled with CAMRA members 
headed down to the Isle of Whithorn to present 
Alastair Scoular, owner of the Steam Packet Inn and 
Five Kingdoms Brewery with three certificates. 

The first presentation, made by local representative Allan Dyson, 
was for Dark Storm winning our branch's Beer of the Year 2018. 
The other two presentations, made by Caroline Munro, our 
branch's cider expert,  were for the Steam Packet Inn winning 
our first ever Cider Pub of the Year competition, and for coming 
third in the overall Scottish heat of the competition. 

As you'll see in the photos below and opposite, the weather 
was glorious - a truly idyllic location sitting on the harbourside 
with some lovely ales. On leaving the Steam Packet, visits were 
then made to the Harbour Inn in Garlieston, the Bladnoch Inn 
and finally the House o' Hill hotel at Bargrennan. A great day 
was enjoyed by all. Many thanks to all the publicans for their 
hospitality.
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Photos: Ronnie Beveridge
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www.ayrshirebeerfestival.co.uk

AYRSHIRE

FESTIVAL
REAL ALE

TROON  2018

19th
Thurs 4th
to Sat 6th
Oct 2018

in Troon
Concert Hall

real ale | cider | perry
wine | live music | food

AyrshireRealAleFestival
@TroonBeerFest  #troonbeer

MAIN FESTIVAL SPONSOR:ENTERTAINMENT:

ADMISSION (over 18’s only) 

SPECIAL
OFFERS

THURSDAY ONLY:
Under 25’s
only £4

SATURDAY:
AFTER 7PM
£3 / £2 

Admission
includes
glass & 
programme

Free 
re-entry 
with this 
year’s glass

£6 (non-CAMRA) | £4 (CAMRA)OPENING TIMES
Thurs 4th October
12 noon (CAMRA MEMBERS’ PREVIEW) 
2pm – 11pm 
Fri 5th / Sat 6th October
11am – 11pm

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
FROM 7.30PM
DELTA SMOAK
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The biggest and best real ale event in Ayrshire returns to 
Troon Concert Hall from Thurs 4 to Sat 6 October 2018. 
CAMRA's Ayrshire Real Ale Festival is taking place for the 
19th time with over 150 real ales on offer as well as award-
winning traditional ciders and perry. Wine, prosecco and 
soft drinks will also be available.

This year our themed bar in the adjoining Walker Hall will be known 
as the 21st Century Bar – featuring breweries and beers that have 
been established or created since the millennium, in celebration of 
our (legal) first-time drinkers this year. 

This year we are introducing token cards for the 
purchase of beers. Cards cost £10, and will be 
available for purchase at several locations in the 
hall. Chip & pin machines will also be available. 
Any unused money will be fully refunded on 
departure, or you may donate it, if desired, to our 
festival charity Breast Cancer Care. 

We also have our popular Tutored Tasting Session on Fri at 5pm – 
spaces are getting booked up so book your place soon via the festival 
website if interested. 

Also look for our #troonbeer 3D logo – take a selfie and post it to our 
facebook and twitter pages. 

Once you've sampled our beers, please remember to vote for our 
Beer of the Festival - either by paper slips or by speaking to our 
roving volunteer with an ipad

On both Friday and Saturday evenings music will be provided Delta 
Smoak. They were very popular last year and we are delighted to 
welcome them back as they take you on their American musical road 
trip.

Doors open to the public at 2pm on Thurs 4 Oct, with a preview for 
CAMRA members from 12 noon, and from 11am on Fri and Sat. Admission is £6 (£4 CAMRA). 
Under 25s are £4 on Thurs, and anyone entering after 7pm on Saturday will get in for half price. 
For anyone joining CAMRA at the festival, there will be a prize draw to win 2-night's B&B at the 
House o' Hill Hotel, Bargrennan.

We can only run the festival thanks to the support of our sponsors and volunteers. Volunteering 
forms have been emailed out to local CAMRA members, but are also available on the festival 
website. The beer lists will appear on the website and facebook a couple of weeks beforehand. 
More details can be found at www.ayrshirebeerfestival.co.uk. We look forward to welcoming you and 
your friends along in October. 

AYRSHIRE REAL ALE 
FESTIVAL P R E V I E W
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AYRSHIRE REAL ALE FESTIVAL 2018 - 
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS
Main Festival Sponsor:
Waddell & Mackintosh

Entertainment:
Portpatrick Brewery

Pint Glasses:
Kelburn Brewery

Staff Polo Shirts:
Ayr Brewing Company

Festival Catering:
Troon Round Table

Beer Token Cards:
Brown Brothers Printers

Half Pint Glasses:
Broughton Ales

Staff T-shirts:
Loch Lomond Brewery

Membership Stand:
House O' Hill Hotel

Website:
A1 Ironmongery

Beer Cooling:
Inveralmond Brewery

21st Century Bar:
Five Kingdoms Brewery

Cider Bar:
R & A Muir Haulage

CAMRA Products
Sulwath Brewery

Beer Mats
Plan B / WinterStorm

If you would like to sponsor a cask of ale at the festival, we can offer the following 
package for just £60:
• Your organisation's details displayed on the cask end label of the beer of your 

choice, and displayed on posters throughout the venue as well as a listing in 
the festival programme

• Complimentary entry tickets (including festival glass) for 2 people
• Beer tokens to the value of 4 pints
If you are interested in taking up this offer, please contact Bob Wallace at 
bobwallace.1869@yahoo.co.uk.
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Choose the info 
that matters to YOU!

Want to know all the latest on beer festivals?
Dedicated to blazing a campaign trail?
Need the lowdown on book releases?
Want to get more from your membership?

Things are changing - you can now choose  
exactly what you want to hear about from CAMRA.

Make your information preferences clear by  
updating your CAMRA member record:

Sign in using your membership  
details at www.camra.org.uk  

Select ‘Edit your membership information’  
to update your contact preferences  

Sit back and enjoy getting the information  
that matters to you!

1

2

3

GDPR A5 Branch Magazine advert.indd   1 17/04/2018   13:20
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AUTUMN DIARY DATES
Please check www.awcamra.org.uk for up-to-date details of all our Branch events. 
A monthly email is sent at the start of each month to our members listing forthcoming events -  
if you don't receive this, please check your email Junk/Spam mailbox and confirm your email 
address at www.camra.org.uk. Details are also published on our Facebook and Twitter pages.

@awcamra  
@troonbeerfest

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps

Ayrshire & Wigtownshire CAMRA
Ayrshire Real Ale Festival

CODE OF CONDUCT
Our wish is for everyone to enjoy themselves and have fun 
on our trips and events. However please remember that trip 
organisers have only volunteered to arrange times and /or 
travel arrangements and to provide information about the 
venue(s). 

You are responsible for your own safety and wellbeing. If 
you have an existing medical condition you must bring your 
own backup/carer with you. CAMRA promotes responsible 
drinking and so excessive drinking, and unacceptable 
behaviour or abuse will not be tolerated on CAMRA outings. 
Any member doing so may be barred from future events.

Choose the info 
that matters to YOU!

Want to know all the latest on beer festivals?
Dedicated to blazing a campaign trail?
Need the lowdown on book releases?
Want to get more from your membership?

Things are changing - you can now choose  
exactly what you want to hear about from CAMRA.

Make your information preferences clear by  
updating your CAMRA member record:

Sign in using your membership  
details at www.camra.org.uk  

Select ‘Edit your membership information’  
to update your contact preferences  

Sit back and enjoy getting the information  
that matters to you!

1

2

3

GDPR A5 Branch Magazine advert.indd   1 17/04/2018   13:20

SEPTEMBER 2018
Sat 8 Club of the Year Presentation, Cambusdoon 

Sports Club, Alloway, 2pm
Mon 10 Beer Festival Planning Meeting, Geordie’s Byre, 

Ayr, 8pm
Sat 15 Wigtownshire Social, Stranraer Oyster Festival
Sat 15 West Scotland Tasting Panel, Geordie's Byre, 

Ayr 2pm
Mon 17 Committee Meeting, First Edition, Kilmarnock, 

8pm
Wed 19 2-Pub Social, Kilmarnock: Wheatsheaf Inn, 1pm 

and First Edition, 2.30pm
Thu 20 North Ayrshire Social, The Three Reasons, 

Largs, 8pm
Wed 26 East Ayrshire Social, Weston Tavern, Kilmaurs, 

7.30pm ** Note change of Venue
Sat 29 Branch Brewery of the Year Presentation - Loch 

Lomond Brewery. Names asap to Donald Clark, 
social@awcamra.org.uk.

OCTOBER 2018
Tue 2 - 
Wed 3 
& Sun 7 
- Mon 8

Ayrshire Real Ale Festival - set up /take-down 
days - volunteers required. Volunteer form on 
website at www.ayrshirebeerfestival.co.uk.

Thu 4 - 
Sat 6

Ayrshire Real Ale Festival, Troon Concert Hall. 
Full details at www.ayrshirebeerfestival.co.uk.

Thu 18 North Ayrshire Social, The Auld Hoose, Dalry, 
8pm

Sat 27 Ayrshire Real Ale Festival - volunteers' trip to 
Alloa Beer Festival

Wed 31 East Ayrshire Social, Wheatsheaf, Kilmarnock, 
7.30pm

NOVEMBER 2018
Thu 1 - 
Sat 3

Carlisle Beer Festival, The Venue, Carlisle
www.solway.camra.org.uk/festival

Thu 8 - 
Sat 10

Belfast Beer Festival. Full info at  
www.belfastbeerfestival.co.uk

Sat 10 SNIB Meeting, Abbotsford Hotel, Ayr, 1pm
Thu 15 North Ayrshire Social, JG Sharps, Largs, 8pm
Tue 27 East Ayrshire Social, Mill House, Stewarton, 

7.30pm ** Note change of day

DECEMBER 2018
Sat 1 2-Pub Social, Ayr: Smoking Goat, 3pm and 

Geordie's Byre, 4.30pm
Thu 27 Festive Pub Crawl - venues tbc

�
�
��

Every CAMRA branch adheres to CAMRA’s 
privacy policy. Within our branch we normally 
use a centralised communications tool for 
sending out our monthly emails to our branch 
members. 

However, for certain aspects of our work, for 
example, the beer festival, we will occasionally 
need to contact folk directly by way of having 
a ‘legitimate interest’. Any communications 
from our branch will contain details of how 
to unsubscribe from the emails if that is your 
desire. However, our hope is that as a member 
of CAMRA, you value the information that is 
sent to you, and that it is useful, particularly at 
branch level. If it isn’t, then please talk to us in 
the first instance so we can understand your 
concerns.
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Largs

Fairlie

West Kilbride Dalry

Gateside
Lugton

Dunlop
Stewarton
Kilmaurs
Kilmarnock

Sorn

StairAyr

Kirkmichael

Maybole

Kirkoswald

Bargrennan

Newton Stewart

Garlieston

Bladnoch
Wigtown

Isle of WhithornDrummore

Sandhead

Portpatrick

Kirkcolm

Stranraer

Ardrossan Stevenston

Saltcoats
Irvine
Troon Dundonald

Prestwick

Alloway

Millport
Lochranza

Catacol

Blackwaterfoot

Brodick
Lamlash

KEY:

Breweries producing cask ale

Towns & villages where cask ale 
is  available

Arran

Ayr

Bute

Kelburn

Strathaven

Sulwath

Lola Rose

Five Kingdoms

Portpatrick

Drygate
Jaw

Not to scale. Reproduced from Ordnance Survey 
map data by permission of the Ordnance Survey 
© Crown Copyright 2018

Do you know of a pub or club 
that sells real ale and isn’t 
listed? Please let us know by 
emailing:  
pubs@awcamra.org.uk
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AYRSHIRE & WIGTOWNSHIRE REAL ALE OUTLETS
EAST AYRSHIRE

DUNLOP
Merito

KILMAURS
Weston Tavern

SORN 
Sorn Inn

STAIR
Stair Inn #

STEWARTON
The Mill House

KILMARNOCK
Brass & Granite 
Cookhouse & Pub
Fanny by Gaslight 
First Edition §
Wheatsheaf Inn W

*  CAMRA members have noted that real ale is not 
always available at these outlets.

§  Special offers for card-carrying CAMRA members

SOUTH AYRSHIRE

ALLOWAY
Cambusdoon Sports 
Club

AYR
Abbotsford Hotel
Ayrshire & Galloway
Chestnuts Hotel 
Geordie’s Byre
Glen Park Hotel

WIGTOWNSHIRE

BARGRENNAN
House O’ Hill Hotel

BLADNOCH
Bladnoch Inn

DRUMMORE
Clashwhannon

GARLIESTON
Harbour Inn

ISLE OF WHITHORN
Steam Packet Inn §

KIRKCOLM
Blue Peter Hotel

NEWTON STEWART
Creebridge House Hotel
Crown Hotel
Galloway Arms Hotel

PORTPATRICK
Crown Hotel 
Harbour House Hotel

SANDHEAD
Tigh-na-Mara Hotel

STRANRAER
Grapes §
Ruddicot Hotel

WIGTOWN
Craft

CAMRA members are encouraged to score ales they drink in their local pub, as it assists the committee in considering outlets for 
inclusion in the Good Beer Guide. Please take a few moments to score your beers on whatpub.com if you visit them.

W  Wetherspoons vouchers accepted
#  Weekends only

NORTH AYRSHIRE 

ARDROSSAN
Ardrossan Rugby Club # 

DALRY 
The Auld Hoose 

FAIRLIE
Village Inn

GATESIDE
Gateside Inn *

IRVINE
The Auld Brig W
Bar Sport
Lyric's ?
Ship Inn

LARGS
Bowling Club * 
J G Sharps

Largs Sailing Club #?
Lounge * 
The Paddle Steamer W
Three Reasons
Waterside

LUGTON
Canny Man §

MILLPORT
Fraser’s Bar  
The Twa Dugs

SALTCOATS
Salt Cot W  

STEVENSTON
The Red Squirrel

WEST KILBRIDE
The Twa Dugs

ISLE OF ARRAN 

BLACKWATERFOOT
Kinloch Hotel 
Blackwaterfoot Lodge

BRODICK
Arran Brewery § W  
Brodick Bar
Ormidale Hotel
Wine Port 

CATACOL
Catacol Bay Hotel

LAMLASH
Drift Inn
Glenisle Hotel 
Pierhead Tavern

LOCHRANZA
Lochranza Hotel

Smoking Goat
Tam o’ Shanter
Twa Dugs
Wellingtons Bar
West Kirk W

DUNDONALD
The Auchans

KIRKMICHAEL
Kirkmichael Arms

KIRKOSWALD
Souter’s Inn

MAYBOLE 
Maybole Arms 

PRESTWICK 
Prestwick Pioneer W

TROON
Bruce’s Well
Cheeky Charlie’s
Harbour Bar *
McKay’s 
Marr Rugby Club #
South Beach Hotel *

Current Branch Area Pub of the Year
Overall Branch Pub of the Year 2018
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After a very successful outing to Stockport in 2017, East Ayrshire social group 
again ventured south of the border in mid-April to check out the strength of 
the brewing and pub industries in Lancashire and Cumbria. We were not to be 
disappointed. 

Seven members, and a guest 
from South Ayrshire, met up 
in the Horseshoe Bar near 
Glasgow Central station (well 
we had to meet somewhere), 
before catching our train to 
Lancaster. Several pints of 
Timothy Taylor Landlord (4) 
and one of Purity Mad Goose 
(3) set us up for the hard three 
days ahead. The numbers in 
brackets were our scores, out 
of five, and you will see this 
constantly in this article. 

Armed with the local 
Lunesdale branch’s excellent 
leaflet, Lancaster – Northern 
City of Ale, a guide and map 
of the 31 real ale outlets within 
half a mile of the city centre, 
we were off.

Arriving at Lancaster station 
all but two of us decided that 
a visit to the first pub we came 
across was more important 
than checking into our hotel. 
This just happened to be 

Merchants 
1688, one of 
six Good Beer 
Guide listed 
pubs in the 
city centre 
and, with the 
sun shining, 
we had our 
first al fresco 
beers of 
2018. A fine 
range of ales 

set the tone for the trip. We 
found it very hard to stay for 
just the one and scored the 
four ales sampled at Tirrel 
White Gold (4), Old School 
Castle Blonde (4), Kirkby 
Lonsdale Singletrack (3.5) 
and Hawkshead Brodies (3.5). 
The sunshine prompted us 
to decide that the rest of the 
afternoon should be spent 
at the city’s two canal side 
hostelries.

Unfortunately, by the time 
we had all checked into the 
hotel and walked to the first of 
these, The Waterwitch, the rain 
had arrived and our outdoor 
drinking was at an end. That 
was the only problem though 
as this excellent pub had a 
superb range of real ales and 
two real ciders and Bowland 
Deerstalker (4.5) was to be 
our favourite beer of the trip, 
and given a (5) by two of us, 

Lancaster Beer Report by Bob Wallace

The Waterwitch
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with York Waterwitch and 
Guzzler (both 3.5) and Kirkby 
Lonsdale Tiffin Gold (3.5) also 
well received.

A short walk along the canal 
path took us to The White 
Cross and the largest range 
of real ales so far. We tried 
Lancaster Atlas (4), Nine 
Standards Pale Ale and Old 
School Blackboard (both 3.5) 
but top mark went to Settle 
Ernie’s Milk Stout (4.5). Here 
we met up with our local 
guide, Adrian Whitaker, who 
has recently returned south 
after many years as an active 
member of Renfrewshire 
branch. It was he who led 
the way back towards the 
city centre and The Borough, 
which has its own micro-
brewery and sells these beers 
to CAMRA members with a 
£1 discount. Someone forgot 
to note our beers here but 
Borough Pale and Bitter were 
certainly tasted. We then 
decided on a curry at The 
Sultan of Lancaster before an 
early night.

CUMBRIA
After breakfast in 
Wetherspoons’ Sir 
Richard Owen, which 
happened to be ten 
yards from our hotel, 
it was back to the 
station for the 11am 
to the Lake District. 

We were met at Staveley by 
another branch member, 
Martin Doherty from Dunlop 
and Foxy, his greyhound, who 
led us to the next village – 
Ings – and the Watermill Inn, 
a fabulous country pub and 
home of Windermere brewery. 

They have two bars, one for 
their own ales and another 
for guest beers. We settled for 
the home brew and tried Colly 
Wobbles (4), Rough Justice 
(3.5), Shitzu Faced (3.5) and 
Windermere Blonde (4) before 
catching the bus back to 
Hawkshead Brewery’s Beer 
Hall in Staveley. 

John and Ann Cairns were 
enjoying the Watermill so 
much they decided to stay 
to sample the duck and 
chilli scotch eggs on offer 
and partake of a not so light 
lunch especially after John 
discovered his favourite beer 
Theakston’s Old Peculiar 
(4) was being served in the 
adjacent Bar and they decided 
to catch the next bus.

The Beer Hall is another 
MUST VISIT with an amazing 
range of Hawkshead and 
other ales. I should also make 
mention of their Brewer’s 
Platter which provided four 
of us with a very fine range 
of cold cuts, sausages, 
cheeses, pies and onions 
for only £16. Foxy preferred 
the sausage. This was the 
perfect the accompaniment 
for the brewery’s Windermere 
Pale (4), Brodie’s Prime (3.5), 
Sundown (3.5), Centenial 
and Citra Pale (4) and 
Wezzy Gezzy (4). The latter 
being the local name for the 
Westmoreland Gazette. I did 
try a half of keg Here She 
Gose, as I had failed to find the 
style in Saxony last Summer, 
but it’s saltiness and perhaps 
the fact that it was kegged, 
was not for me.

         The Borough
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On route back to the station 
we felt the need to call at the 
Eagle and Child and, once 
again, were not disappointed. 
Coniston Bluebird and Fell 
Rhyd were our choices (both 
4). Having waved farewell to 
Martin and Foxy, who should 
we meet walking up the path 
to the station but John and 
Ann, who had just come off the 
bus from Ings.

We were met at Kendal 
station by John Miller’s sister 
Sheena, a local for over forty 
years. Sheena and John’s wife, 
another Sheana, had spent 
the day away from pubs but 
we, of course, changed that 
allowing our new guide to lead 
us to Westmorland branch’s 
POTY Masons Yard 24. This 
was a nice venue but we all 
thought it more a wine bar 
and restaurant than a pub. 
The food was good though 
and both beers sampled 
Hawkshead Bitter and 
Cumbrian Legendary Ales 
Langdale scored 4.

This was when we 
encountered our first setback. 
Word reached us that trains 
from Kendal had been ended 
for the day. Our choice was 
to continue the 500 yards 

to the Factory Tap, home of 
Bowness Bay Brewing or 
to take a taxi to Oxenholme 
to catch a train back to 
Lancaster. 

We decided on the latter but, 
of course, were soon in the 
Robert Gillow supping Hyde 
1863 and Cameron Motorhead 
Road Crew (both 4). From 
there a short walk took us to 
the Sun Hotel for Titanic Mild 
(4) and Milk Street Funky 
Monkey (3.5) and we ended 
the night in a rock music 
venue, The Pub, for Robinson 
Trooper (3.5) and Thwaites 
Wainwright (4).

MICROPUB DAY
A Spoons brekkie then the 
station, again. John and Ann 
had stolen a march on us 
though by catching a bus to 
Carnforth an hour earlier.  
Unfortunately, when they 
phoned to let us know we 
were able to tell them that The 
Snug didn’t open for another 
75 minutes. They settled for 
the nearby Royal Station Hotel 
instead sampling the two 
mediocre ales on offer with the 
other locals who were waiting 
on the Snug opening.

On entering The Snug at 
opening time there were 
already four customers settled 
by the bar where one of the 
ladies was placing her home 
made cheese and onion tart.  
It is a tradition of the pub 
that customers bring, and 
sell, food with all proceeds 
going to the charity box. An 
immediate demonstration of 
the fabulous spirit of a place 
with no lager, keg beer, music, 
tv or wi-fi.  There was plenty 
of conversation though and 
people making new friends.  
One of the regulars was off to 
work at Paisley Beer Festival a 
few weeks later, and another 
has been a regular visitor to 
the Steam Packet Inn at Isle of 
Whithorn. 

As for the ale Westmorland 
Broon Ale (3.5), Fell Mosaic 
OPA, Hop Studio ESA, 
Malvern Hills Swedish 
Nightingale (all 4) were great. 
We were less impressed with 
Beer Nouveau Stout which we 
will say was not to our taste 
much to the disappointment of 
John Cairns who was looking 
forward to it. Despite our 
having spent three and a half 
hours before we took the train 
towards Morecambe, John and 
Ann having arrived on the bus 
stayed for one more to return 
on the hopper bus service. 

Most of us got off at Bare Lane 
station and headed for our 
second micropub, the Little 
Bare, just off Morecambe Bay 
and spent a happy couple of 
hours sunning ourselves in 
the lovely beer garden. They 
were having a tap takeover 
but as the brewery concerned, 
Northern Whisper, was new 
to all of us, no-one objected. 

         The Snug, Carnforth
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We loved Yammerhouse 
(4.5) and Oppenchopps (4) 
and I even tried Waulkmill 
Mooseheid Perry from 
Langholm, just for a change. 

Heading back for our train 
we came across The Owl’s 
Nest. Well! It would have 
been rude not to check it out. 
Hawkshead Red and Wezzie 
Gezzie, Coniston Bluebird and 
Bowness Bay Swan Blonde 
(all 4) confirmed the wisdom 
of our decision and led to 
another missed train.

John and Ann meanwhile had 
mastered the transport system 
and they were taken in hand 
by a friendly local who guided 
them through the town centre 
back to the Waterwitch. It 
was bathed in sunshine and 
overflowing with the great and 
beautiful of Lancaster where 
they remained to sample more 
of the Bowland Deerstalker 
and partake of the Popcorn 
mussels, seafood risotto and 
Lamb Shank. 

They then headed back into 
the town centre stopping 
for a nightcap and some 
Lancaster Black a 4.6% dark 
classic traditional chocolate 
stout (4) brewed locally 
and being served in the 
local Wetherspoons, The Sir 
Richard Owen. As fate would 
have it Tim Martin aka Mr 
Wetherspoon decided to sit 
next to John and Ann on an 
undercover check on the 
premises. He was soon deep 
in conversation with John aka 
J A Kay the Author who was 
soon passing on his great 
words of wisdom to him. 

Back in Lancaster the rest of 
the party pub of choice was 
The Three Mariners for Titanic 
Plum Porter, Robinson’s 
Wizzard and Hawkshead C&C 
(all 4 again). Our taste buds 
were either shot to pieces or 
these pubs know how to serve 
great real ale. To test the taste 
bud theory we headed for Thai 
food which proved that our 
senses were still working fine. 

A couple of us returned to 
The Pub for more rock and ale 
while the final three decided 
that a nightcap in the Ring 
O’Bells opposite our hotel 
would round off our exploits. 
Settle Mainline 
(3.5) was 
the pick of 
our choices 
with Black 
Sheep Bitter 
(3) proving 
disappointing, 
simply because 
it was less than 
excellent. 

All in all we can only 
recommend Lancaster and 
it’s surrounds as the pubs 
are welcoming and busy, the 
locals only too happy to talk 
about their great ales and we 
only found two beers that we 
didn’t like, one of which was 
keg so that probably doesn’t 
count.

Where to next year?

Time will tell but there is 
little doubt that this year’s 
participants will be there.

 

John Cairns in conversation with  
Tim Martin

       Little Bare

        Owl's Nest
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Located in the village of Dundonald, The Auchans 

is a family run Restaurant - Bar with a fresh 

modern twist, and a friendly relaxed atmosphere 

oozing charm & character. We have a great 

selection of beer & wine including 2 cask ales. 

The Auchans has been tastefully restored with 

original stone walls & real oak wood beams. 

Owned by the Kerr family, from the village, 

The Auchans is the 2nd addition to the business. 

The 1st, The Waterfront in Ayr, opened in 2012 is 

a relaxed, stylish restaurant- bar situated 

overlooking the River Ayr.

29 MAIN STREET
DUNDONALD, KA2 9HH

 Telephone: 01563 851472
E-Mail:  info@theauchans.co.uk

Web:  www.theauchans.co.uk

www.facebook.com/theauchansdundonald
for details of our latest o�ers & promotions 

The Waterside
Bath Street, Largs 

Tel: 01475 672224

Two Real Ales from Kelburn available

Wednesdays - Poker
Fridays - Karaoke

Mondays - Poker

Food available every day except Monday, noon - 5pm
Check out our entertainment  
programme on Facebook

Saturdays - Live Music
Sundays - Open Mic Night
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We'd love to hear from breweries and pubs with any news snippets, events, awards etc. 
Send your info to fullpints@awcamra.org.uk

WHATPUB FEEDBACK 
Every effort is made to keep pub descriptions 
in WhatPub up-to-date but we struggle to 
regularly visit our 80+ pubs, hotels and bars, 
and so we do rely upon YOU – licensee 
or drinker – to let us know if information is 
missing or out-of-date. All users of WhatPub 
(CAMRA members and non-members alike) 
can use the on-line feedback form to let 
us know when we need to update a pub 
description. 

Our Branch has Social Groups which meet 
regularly covering North, South and East 
Ayrshire, and Wigtownshire. All CAMRA 
members are encouraged to attend these 
informal events, but non-CAMRA members 
are always welcome to join us for a couple 
of hours of friendly chat and socialising. 

For more information, please contact the 
area coordinators listed below:
North Ayrshire - meets 3rd Thursday of 
every month. Contact Ian Middleditch. Email: 
vicechair1@awcamra.org.uk

South Ayrshire - Vacant - can you help? 
Email: south-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk

East Ayrshire - meets last Wednesday of 
every month. Contact Matt Miller. Email:  
east-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk

Wigtownshire - contact Malcolm McNeil for 
details. Email: wigtownshire@awcamra.org.uk

BRANCH SOCIAL ACTIVITIES Additionally, we hold social outings on a regular 
basis to other festivals (e.g. Alloa and Fife) 
and breweries such as Loch Lomond and Five 
Kingdoms. See www.awcamra.org.uk for details or 
contact our social secretary Donald Clark by email 
at social@awcamra.org.uk

East Ayrshire Social Group visiting the new  
community-owned Merito in Dunlop

GETTING AROUND
Listed below are some  
useful contact details for  
transport providers in our Branch area.

STAGECOACH WEST SCOTLAND  www.stagecoachbus.com
Tel: 01294 607007 (Ardrossan)
 01292 613500 (Ayr) 
 01776 704484 (Stranraer) 
 01770 302000 (Arran)
 07736 892253 (Disability Helpdesk)
SHUTTLE BUSES  www.shuttlebuses.co.uk
Tel: 0800 072 0373 
SCOTRAIL  www.scotrail.co.uk
Tel: 0344 811 0141
CALEDONIAN MACBRAYNE  www.calmac.co.uk
Tel: 0800 066 5000
TRAVELINE SCOTLAND www.travelinescotland.com

AYRSHIRE and

WIGTOWNSHIRE

See our website, www.awcamra.org.uk, 
and previous editions of Full Pints to view 
possible Ale Trails using public transport.
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Scotland Real Heritage Pubs:  
Pub Interiors of Historic Interest
CAMRA's National Pub Heritage Group has recently commenced a two-year 
project to bring up-dated copies of the various regional pub heritage guides up-
to-date and make them easily available via the Pub Heritage Website. Scotland is 
the third guide to be made available as a free download. 

Edited by Mick Slaughter, this ground-breaking 
publication aims to create an up-to-date 
snapshot of the Pub Heritage picture in 
Scotland. Included in the guide are detailed 
comments on all the pubs in Scotland listed on 
the CAMRA Pub Heritage website.

Paul Ainsworth, Chair of the CAMRA National 
Pub Heritage Group: "Over the past 25 years, 
CAMRA has developed its national and 
regional inventories of historic pub interiors. 
These highlight the crème de la crème of 
interiors which have either escaped much 
alteration for many years or contain features of 
exceptional interest. "

For example, Fanny by Gaslight in Kilmarnock 
(pictured below) was remodelled by Charles 
H Robinson in 1903, when a massive, oval-
shaped bar counter with pilasters spaced 
regularly along it and a low, three-tier island 
gantry were installed. Grateful thanks are given 
to numerous individuals, the National CAMRA 
Pub Heritage Group and local Archives: the 
latter for providing access to unique historic 
documentation.

Download your free copy of the Scottish 
Heritage Pubs Guide at: 

https://pubheritage.camra.org.uk 
/rhp/Scotland Some of the other guides that are available  

to download from the website
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL:  07826 542149
WWW.PORTPATRICK-BREWERY.CO.UK

REFRESHING THE RHINS AND BEYOND...

Wellingtons
17 Wellington Square
Ayr, KA7 1EZ

W: www.welliesbar.weebly.com   E: welliesayr@hotmail.co.uk

Tel: 01292 262794  

Basement Bar 
close to Ayr beach

Traditional Ales
Traditional Music 

A
yr

sh
ire

 & Wigtownshire CAM
R

A

PUB OF 
THE YEAR

2017
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Full contact information can be found on your local authority website:
www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
www.east-ayrshire.gov.uk
www.south-ayrshire.gov.uk
www.dumgal.gov.uk

In every edition of Full Pints, we make a plea for CAMRA members to score their 
ales that they drink on www.whatpub.com. 

If you visit a pub with real ale, then log in to 
WhatPub.com on your phone, tablet or laptop 
and submit a score whilst supping your pint. It 
only takes 30 seconds. Scores are used by our 
Branch committee to assist them in selecting 
entries for the Good Beer Guide (GBG). We 
have around 80 outlets in our area but are only 
allocated 27 entries by the Good Beer Guide 
publishers, so only the best pubs with the 
highest average scores get selected. The more 
scores there are, the better the overall average 
will be.

We have a really good number of scores 
submitted for our branch's pubs, compared 
to other branches, but let's keep trying to get 
even more! 

Just because a pub is in a larger town please 
don’t assume that we’ll get a lot of scores for 
it, and pubs outwith the big town centres, in 
our rural areas and islands always need scores. 
Low scores (if warranted) are just as important 
as high scores.

A huge thank you to all who have contributed 
scores on whatpub.com so far this year. 

WhatPub.com, Beer Scoring and the Good Beer Guide

HOW SHOULD I SCORE THE QUALITY OF THE BEER?
0: Should only be used if no cask ale is available
0.5 -1: Poor Beer is anything from barely drinkable to drinkable with considerable resentment.
2: Average Competently kept, drinkable pint but doesn’t inspire in any way, not worth moving to another pub but you drink the 

beer without really noticing.
3: Good Good beer in good form. You may cancel plans to move to the next pub. You want to stay for another pint and may 

seek out the beer again
4: Very Good Excellent beer in excellent condition. You stay put!
5: Perfect Probably the best you are ever likely to find. A seasoned drinker will award this score very rarely.

TRADING STANDARDS

IRVINE: 
Tel: 01294 310100
KILMARNOCK: 
Tel: 01563 576602

If you have any complaint about your beer, such as poor quality or short measure, 
or there is no price list displayed, you should remain polite and speak to the 
management of the pub concerned in the first instance.

If you need to pursue the complaint further, contact your local Trading Standards office or Citizen’s 
Advice Bureau and they will guide you to the next appropriate step.

AYR: 
Tel: 01292 616060
STRANRAER: 
Tel: 03033 333000
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RAY’S ROUND UP
Hands up if you thought Berwick-upon-
Tweed was in Scotland. I must confess 
I was not sure until I stopped off for a 
couple of days on the way home from 
Newcastle. The border is, in fact, two 
miles north of the town itself which is 
in Northumberland. I also discovered 
that the part on the south of the river is 
called Tweedmouth. 

Of course, it has changed hands many times 
over the centuries and it is apparent from the 
castle and fortifications that past struggles 
have taken place. This also makes it a very 
interesting place to visit with nice walks along 
the battlements and the river, essential if 
you want to fully appreciate the magnificent 
railway viaduct. A good view down the coast to 
Bamburgh Castle and the Farne Islands can be 
seen from the end of the pier on a clear day.

The painter LS Lowry of “matchstick men” 
fame was a frequent visitor and there is even a 
Lowry trail you can follow around the town with 
displays at his painting stops. I seem to recall 
him popping up when I visited Wick a few years 
back, so he obviously managed to get about 
even in the age of steam.

Over the 
two days, 
we visited 
several 
pubs. My 
favourite 
was the Barrels 
Ale House where 
I enjoyed Blonde Star and also Porter from 
Anarchy Brew (Morpeth). The other pub we 
tried was the Curfew, a micro-type pub up an 
alley. This is a new development which seems 
to be catching on south of the border. The 
space was limited but four half casks were on 
tap, so I tried Hikey the Rake from Wylam.

Talking about micro-pubs, the next day, after a 
morning walk along the river, we got the bus to 
Kelso for the afternoon and visited Rutherfords 
in the town square. This is obviously a shop 
converted to a micro-pub. I tried one from the 
local brewery, Broughton Spring Ale. Later 
I discovered that this is Edinburgh and SE 
Scotland Branch pub of the year. Personally, 
I preferred Cobbles around the corner where 
I tried Cascadian Session Blonde while Mrs 
Round-Up browsed the shops.

RA

Y’S ROUND UPby Ray Turpie,  
Branch Vice Chairman
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By the time we got back to Berwick-upon-
Tweed, the east coast harr had set in and it 
had turned quite cool. The Brown Bear had 
Crossborders Porter but no food on a Monday. I 
notified the local branch through What Pub and 
was surprised when I got an acknowledgement 
shortly afterwards. Having established this, 
we went to The Leaping Salmon for Hadrian & 
Borders Coast to Coast which I enjoyed with a 
burger.

So, there you have it. Despite Berwick Rangers 
playing in Scottish League 2, it is now in 
England, Lowry has an art trail and there are 
at least four decent pubs to visit if you ever get 
the opportunity.

Life is full of opportunity if you are a CAMRA 
member. Over the coming months we can look 
forward to the 19th Ayrshire Real Ale Festival 
from 4-6th October, the mass lobby day in 
Westminster on 30th October to lobby our MPs 
for a reduction in beer duty and some social 
outings organised by your local branch.

As for me, I will be there in support of these 
events and as I write this I am getting ready 
to head for the Great British Beer Festival in 
London to work as a volunteer. If you want 
some fun, why not join in? 

Cheers, Ray.
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F O O D  S E R V E D

M O N D AY  N I G H T

W E E K LY

T I L L  7 P M  D A I LY

Q U I Z  9 P M

G U E S T  A L E

G�d Drink, G�d F�d, G�d Times!

T H R E E
R E A S O N S

T H E  

F R E E  H O U S E  |  B A R  &  D I N E R

thethreereasonslargs

14 GALLOWGATE STREET, LARGS KA30 8LX
CALL: 01475 672330 MAIL: enquir ies@thethreereasons .co.uk

VISIT: www.thethreereasons .co.uk
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There's no demand -   
but there's no publicity 
I’m not selling enough of this real ale. You lot are the 
only ones that are drinking it. I’m going to have to get 
rid of it.

After months, even years of hard work and 
badgering by a CAMRA branch and the local 
cask ale drinkers, their local pub finally started 
to stock real ale. After the initial enthusiasm 
had died down and the support from the 
supplier had dried up the pub was finding that 
they were throwing most of the cask down the 
drain.

Could it be the beer that they are buying? Is 
it national chains which are not very exciting? 
Could it be that the price point is wrong as the 
landlord hasn’t negotiated a good deal? Could 
it be that the pub hasn’t advertised their new 
range of quality brewed ales?

As I’m typing this (on a train from Kings Cross 
to Edinburgh on the way back from GBBF!) 
CAMRA has 192,051 members. But there are a 
lot more people that drink real ale who haven’t 
signed up to the Campaign yet.

‘Tap it and they will come!’, it’s a phrase I hear 
a lot associated with real ale, especially at our 
festivals. People expect the tom-tom drums 
to resonate throughout the town that real ale 
is being poured! But, they don’t. There’s no 
sort of secret symbol or sign, real ale drinkers 
need to be told where to find real ale! ‘Where 
do I get my CAMRA sales rep’ I’ve been asked 
by a pub that had just started selling real ale 
‘I thought CAMRA helped me to sell my beer!’ 
and ‘Where do I get the form to get in the Good 
Beer Guide?’. But CAMRA are a consumer 
organisation and not a publicity business and 
theres no form nor fee to get into the GBG!

As much as CAMRA branches need to 
advertise their festivals, pubs need to advertise 
also. While we can help, by placing articles on 
our websites or in our magazines and entering 
a listing on our online pub database, WhatPub, 
the pub needs to advertise too. 

If you’re a 
pub that’s 
just started 
selling beer 
or a pub that 
has recently 
expanded 
your range 
then your 
local CAMRA 
branch can 
help. Many branches have their own social 
media pages on Facebook and Twitter - share 
your news on there to get the word out. They 
could send an email to their branch members 
and mention it at their meetings. They might be 
able to give you ideas on how to promote real 
ale themselves or put you in touch with another 
local friendly licensee. They will ensure you 
get an entry on WhatPub and maybe even get 
you some promotional posters from CAMRA 
headquarters. 

But please, don’t expect us to do all the work 
for you! One thing I can guarantee they will do, 
is come and help it get drunk, once they know 
about it!

Cheers!
Sarah

by Sarah Crawford, CAMRA Scotland &  
Northern Ireland Regional Director
Email: rd.scotlandni@camra.org.uk
Tel: 07846 856 930
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From  
as little as 

£25*

a year. That’s less 
than a pint a  

month!

Join the campaign today at
www.camra.org.uk/joinup

Join us, and together we can protect the traditions of great 
British pubs and everything that goes with them.

Become part of the CAMRA community today – enjoy discounted 
entry to beer festivals and exclusive member offers. Learn about 
brewing and beer and join like-minded people supporting our 
campaigns to save pubs, clubs, your pint and more. 

*Price for paying by Direct Debit and correct at Jan 2018. Under 26 concessionary rates available. Please visit camra.org.uk/membership-rates

Join up, join in,  
join the campaign

Discover  
why we joined.
camra.org.uk/

members

CAMRA Recruitment A4 Adverts final.indd   2 23/01/2018   12:15
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Waking up on the Monday morning after the 
Members’ Weekend, the reality dawned, I was 
the new National Chairman of CAMRA – was I 
apprehensive about what lay ahead - of course!

Through our extensive volunteers' network, we 
must continue the excellent campaigning we 
do at Branch, Regional and National Level.  We 
must continue to lobby our MPs and Lords on 
the issues we believe are important to us; beer 
duty, business rates relief to name but two.  

Our primary role is to make sure that real ale, 
cider and perry drinkers get the widest and 
highest quality choice of what to drink, and 
we continue to have excellent pubs to drink 
in.  We must continue to promote, protect, and 
preserve real ale, cider and perry – styles of 
drink which help define the UK in the World. 

CAMRA’s priorities are to ensure that the 
Special Resolutions passed at this year’s 
AGM are enshrined into the Campaign’s DNA, 
to ensure we remain a major campaigning 
organisation at Westminster, to continue 
to fight to reduce beer taxes, continue pub 
protection and reduce the number of pubs 
closing, as well as educating all drinkers 
about real ale, cider and perry.  We must also 
prioritise Governance to ensure the Campaign 
remains fit for purpose and we must have fun 
along the way.  

CAMRA faces many challenges at present, 
and many members will view the vote at our 
Members’ Weekend as the end of a process.  
In fact it’s just the end of the beginning of a 
fundamental review in what CAMRA does 
and how it does it. Now that members have 
approved the vast majority of the changes 
proposed, the challenge is to embed 
those change across a large and complex 
organisation made up almost entirely of 
volunteers. My colleagues and I - along with 
the CAMRA staff - need to lead that change 
and encourage our thousands of volunteers 
across the country to see evolution as an 
opportunity to ensure CAMRA remains  
relevant and effective.

The National 
AGM and 
Conference 
was very 
positive 
and the vast majority of members agreed 
with all the suggested changes and only one 
of the changes to our Articles of Association 
failed to get over the high 75 % approval 
required. Policy changes approved during our 
Conference also reinforced the message even 
among our most active volunteers, there is 
an appetite for the organisation to evolve and 
reflect the modern brewing and pub landscape.

I never forget our greatest asset is our 
volunteers;  they spend many hours of their 
time, campaigning, lobbying MPs, writing 
Magazines and websites, organising and 
working at our festivals and events and much, 
much more.  Of course it’s never too late to 
volunteer and all you need to do is contact 
your local branch to see what opportunities 
are open to you.  Without our volunteers we 
could not achieve everything we do, and I want 
to thank you all for making CAMRA the great 
organisation it is.    

 Jackie Parker
 CAMRA Chairman

View from the Top by Jackie Parker, 
CAMRA's new National Chairman
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GRAPES STRANRAER SUMMER BEER 
FESTIVAL (20TH-22ND JULY):

This year's Grapes 
mini-festival was 
favoured with terrific 
weather and was a 
huge success with big 
numbers attending on 
the Friday evening for 
the live music and all 
day Saturday when 
the Wigtownshire 
Social was held. The 

main bar, rear lounge and sunny courtyard 
were all busy on Saturday afternoon with 
happy drinkers enjoying the excellent beers on 
offer backed up by Billy Hodge's famous (and 
complementary) stovies – the ultimate beer 
food!

There were four beers on offer in the courtyard: 
Coniston Bluebird (Bitter) & Premium XB 
(EPA), Hawkshead Lakeland Gold (Golden 
Ale), and Timothy Taylor Boltmaker, with a 
further two ales in the main bar – Hadrian & 
Border Tyneside Blonde and the first outing for 
Portpatrick Brewery's Dark Skies, their new 
Chocolate Stout.

Virtually all the beer was sold out by Sunday 
afternoon. Beer of the Festival was Portpatrick 
Dark Skies. A great result for Keith and Lynne-
Marie Stebbens who were delighted. A big 
thank you to all who attended the Saturday 
Social and also those who came along on the 
Friday evening. It was great to see several 
familiar faces down from Ayrshire over the two 
days. Congratulations and thanks to Billy and 
Sally of The Grapes for a terrific weekend.

SATURDAY 18TH AUGUST saw a group of 
Wigtownshire members travel by Stagecoach 
500 service to Dumfries where we got round  
6 local outlets before returning with a stop at 
Sulwath Brewery Tap in Castle Douglas where 
we enjoyed a Pie and a Pint(or two!). It is 
hoped this will become an annual event.
   

STRANRAER OYSTER FESTIVAL 
September's Social on Saturday 15th involves 
a visit to the 2nd Stranraer Oyster Festival. 
This event promises to be even bigger than 
last year. Based mainly in two large marquees, 
there will be live music throughout the day as 
well as cookery demonstrations featuring Nick 
Nairn as well as local chefs. There will also 
be a seafood marquee, local crafts and food 
stalls including beers from both Portpatrick 
and Sulwath Breweries, real ciders and spirits 
complete with tastings! There will be 3 bars 
on site. Our social is due to start at noon and 
the Festival runs until about 6pm. Portpatrick 
Brewery will have one ale on hand pull and are 
introducing their new Dark Skies Chocolate 
Stout in bottle so the suggestion is that we 
begin the social at their stall from 12-12.30.
More details from their website at  
www.stranraeroysterfestival.com.

FORTHCOMING TRIP TO CARLISLE 
BEER FESTIVAL – THURS 1ST-SAT 3RD 
NOVEMBER

Last November we held a successful Social to 
Belfast Beer Festival. This year for a change, 
it has been decided to travel to Carlisle's 
CAMRA event. Local members are visiting the 
festival on Friday 2nd, staying overnight at very 
reasonable rates on both the Thursday and 
Friday in the County Hotel, close to the venue. 
Email Malcolm for further details.

WIGTOWNSHIRE NEWS For more info on Wigtownshire events and outlets please contact: 
Malcolm McNeil (Email: wigtownshire@awcamra.org.uk)

2017 Carlisle Beer Festival
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27th Alloa Cask Ale and Cider Festival
26/27 October 2018 - Alloa Town Hall

More than 50 real ales and ciders

As ever we will be catering for everyone with a wide 
range of local and national real ale and cider, as well 

as wine, and soft drinks for any designated drivers 

Entry £5 (free for CAMRA members)
includes festival glass, programme

and live music on both nights

OPENING TIMES: 
Friday: 3pm (1pm CAMRA members) to 11pm
Saturday: Noon to 11pm

Alloa Real Ale Festival 2018

Caption Competition
Ian Martin, Bob Wallace and Ronnie Beveridge got this photo taken whilst on their way to 
volunteer at the Scottish Real Ale Festival in Edinburgh. The best captions emailed to  
fullpints@awcamra.org.uk will be printed in the next magazine.

2017 Carlisle Beer Festival
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A Warm Welcome Awaits

Hosted by 
Scotland and Northern Ireland Branches

A large number of volunteers are required to help with the 
running of this major event - ranging from manning the 
bar, being a teller in the main hall, selling beer tokens, giving 
directions, assisting with social trips.....and lots more.

Contact Sarah Crawford, CAMRA Regional Director for 
Scotland and Northern Ireland for more information -  
email: rd.scotlandni@camra.org.uk

www.agm.camra.org.uk
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THE BREWERY 
KING STREET

CASTLE DOUGLAS 
DG7 1DT

Tel: 01556 504525
www.sulwathbrewers.co.uk

OPEN MON-SAT, 10AM-6PM
Off-sales also available

CHAMPION PORTER OF  
SCOTLAND 2016

FINALIST: CHAMPION BEER  
OF BRITAIN 2017

At Sulwath Brewery we give you the chance to 
see the craft of brewing in action, and to taste our real 
ales at our fully licensed brewery tap visitor centre.

Everybody
Welcome


