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Welcome to Full Pints, the free award-winning
magazine published quarterly by the Ayrshire &
Wigtownshire Branch of the Campaign for Real
Ale (CAMRA). A big thank you to our advertisers
for supporting CAMRA - we couldn't produce this
magazine without their support.

Editor: Stuart McMahon,
93 Montfode Drive, Ardrossan KA22 7PH
Tel: 01294 603848
Email: fullpints@awcamra.org.uk
Advertising:
Mike Tomlinson
Email: advertising@awcamra.org.uk

CAMRA is an independent, voluntary, consumer organisation
which campaigns for real ale, real pubs and consumer rights.
Membership is open to all individuals; CAMRA currently has
almost 191,000 members. It is governed by a voluntary unpaid
national executive, elected by the membership. It has a branch
structure which means that all members can join a local
CAMRA branch and campaign and socialise locally.
The Ayrshire & Wigtownshire branch currently has over 680
members. Within the branch, we have four social group areas
- namely North Ayrshire, South Ayrshire, East Ayrshire and
Wigtownshire, each of whom organise regular events and
meetings (usually monthly) – details on page 9.
The branch is responsible for organising the Ayrshire Real Ale
Festival. This year's dates are 3rd-5th October. Planning is
already underway for what will be our 20th festival.
Details of all our events are also posted on our Facebook and
Twitter pages. Members are always encouraged to bring a friend
along if they wish - all are welcome to attend.
The next edition of Full Pints will be
published in June 2019. Articles, photos
and other contributions should be sent to the
editor at fullpints@awcamra.org.uk no later
than Friday 17th May 2019.

Advertising Rates (from Spring 2019):
Back / Inside Front Cover: £100 (£360/year)
Full Page: £90 ½ Page: £50
Yearly rates (in advance): £320 / £180
Websites:
www.awcamra.org.uk
www.ayrshirebeerfestival.co.uk

Facebook “f ” Logo

Social Media:
Ayrshire & Wigtownshire CAMRA
Ayrshire Real Ale Festival
@awcamra
@troonbeerfest
CMYK / .eps

Facebook “f ” Logo

CMYK / .eps

Full Pints is designed by Montfode Design,
www.md93.co.uk and printed by Brown Brothers
Printers, Irvine, www.brown-bros.com. Around
2,500 copies are published every 3 months and
distributed to all Real Ale outlets in our region.
The views expressed in this publication are
those of the individual contributors and do not
necessarily reflect the views and policies of the
editor or of the Campaign for Real Ale Ltd.
© Campaign for Real Ale Ltd
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EDITORIAL
I've been editing this magazine since 2013 and a lot has
happened in that period - pubs opening and closing,
awards being won and many new friends gained.
Back then I wasn't as active in CAMRA as I
am now – I just enjoyed a few beers - but the
change has come about by making lots of new
friends at our various social events and beer
festivals. In turn that has led to being involved
with the Ayrshire Real Ale Festival and editing
this magazine, through to a wider involvement
at a Scottish / National level by helping with
the Kingdom of Fife and Scottish Real Ale
Festivals, and currently helping to organise
the forthcoming national CAMRA Members'
Weekend in Dundee.
By volunteering to help with the Branch, you
are helping CAMRA to campaign. Everyone
has a skill that is useful somewhere - some folk
are practical with good technical skills; some
may be good with numbers and accounting;
some might like writing to politicians and other
decision makers; or you might just like going
to the pub and having a pint and a blether, and
whilst there maybe carry out an infrequent
venue survey to keep our records up-to-date.
Over 90 folk volunteer at our annual beer
festival in Troon each year - and it couldn't
happen without every single person.
At our AGM on 23 March we will be looking for
a new Social Secretary to help with organising
trips to breweries, festivals and pubs outwith
the immediate area. All that's needed are some
basic admin skills in sourcing and sending out
trip details and costs, and the ability to round
up attendees from a bar somewhere on said
trip! Or it may be as simple as liaising with a
publican to arrange a monthly social evening
in one of our Branch areas. If you're not already
active, then please do consider it you won't regret the decision.
This magazine has won "Best CAMRA
Magazine in Britain" twice - we'll find out this
year's winners at the Members' Weekend in
Dundee in April - fingers crossed! Each edition
is a team effort though, with grateful thanks

to Mike Tomlinson
for sourcing the
advertising in it,
and a handful of
members who either
provide articles, or
help to distribute
it around the real ale pubs and clubs in our
Branch area.
Please do consider attending the Members'
Weekend from 5-7 April in Dundee's Caird Hall.
This is the first time the event has been held
in Scotland for around 15 years. A number of
Ayrshire & Wigtownshire members are going
to it already - either as volunteers or attendees.
It is free to attend, although getting to Dundee
for an early start possibly means an overnight
stay. If travelling by train, be aware that it may
work out cheaper if you try splitting a ticket at
Perth (e.g. Glasgow - Perth; Perth - Dundee)
but staying on the same train. On the Friday
and Saturday evenings there are five organised
trips to local breweries, or you may just want
to stay at the venue and sample the 70 ales on
the Members' Bar. During the conference the
guest speaker will be John Shearer, President,
Scottish Licensed Trade Association (SLTA).
Pre-register for the event at agm.camra.org.uk,
but this closes on 25th March – you can still
turn up on the day if you don't pre-register.
Trips must also be booked in advance as
spaces are limited. You may also pre-order a
commemorative glass or a special bottle of
whisky which
has been
produced
especially for
the weekend.
Cheers,
Stuart
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BRANCH PUBS OF THE YEAR 2018
The votes were counted on Hogmanay, and shortly afterwards the following pubs
were announced as our 2018 Area Pub of the Year winners:
North Ayrshire: The Twa Dugs, West Kilbride
East Ayrshire: Weston Tavern, Kilmaurs
South Ayrshire: Prestwick Pioneer
Wigtownshire: The Grapes, Stranraer
Congratulations to all the winners who will now be judged for the overall title of Ayrshire Pub of
the Year 2019. Pictures from the various presentations are shown below and opposite.

NORTH AYRSHIRE: THE TWA DUGS

Pictured left with the award are (left - right):
Debbie Crossan (owner), Vice-Chairman Ian
Middleditch Branch Chairman Lindsay Grant, and
Brogan Varney

SOUTH AYRSHIRE: PRESTWICK PIONEER

Pictured below with the award are (left - right): Vice-Chairman Ray Turpie, Euan Scott (manager)
and Donald Clark, South Ayrshire social convenor.
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EAST AYRSHIRE: WESTON TAVERN

Pictured below (left-right) with the award
are John Cairns (owner) and Matt Miller,
East Ayrshire Social Secretary.

WIGTOWNSHIRE: THE GRAPES

The award was presented to Billy Hodge and
Sally Whorlow (top, middle two) by last year's
winner, Tony Schofield, co-proprietor of Crown
Hotel, Portpatrick (right)

FRASERS BAR
Millport

Find us just up the road
from the pier

Quality Cask Ales
Served All Year
Meals Served Every Day
12 noon-2.30pm / 5.30pm-7.30pm

“Island Escape”
self-catering
4-star luxury
accommodation
Book at: www.cottages4u.co.uk
Ref: 30200

7 Cardiff Street, Millport, Isle of Cumbrae KA28 0AS
Tel: 01475 530518
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Looking Back
The South Ayrshire Xmas Meal took place at the Glen Park
Hotel, Ayr on Sunday 9th December. This year 38 folk attended
including several new members and had a very enjoyable
meal. Afterwards, the socialising continued along the road at
Wellingtons.
East Ayrshire held their 'festive' meal at the Brass & Granite,
Kilmarnock in January to avoid the Christmas rush! Again, there
was a good turnout (pictured right) and a most enjoyable meal.

FESTIVE CRAWL – KILMARNOCK

Every year we hold a Festive Pub Crawl around one of
the main towns in Ayrshire. This year it was the turn of
Kilmarnock to be visited on the 27th December. Over
the course of the day we counted at least 67 people
participating in the event - not quite the record-breaking
number a few years back - but still an amazing turnout.
The day started for some at the Weston Tavern in Kilmaurs,
where Orkney Dark Island was available, along with some
sausage rolls and mince pies. Then it was down to the
Wheatsheaf in Kilmarnock which included Nethergate
Old Growler, Jennings Sneck Lifter and Sadler's Peaky
Blinder. Fanny By Gaslight had Inveralmond Ossian and
Santa's Swallie. The Saltire had Ayr Leezie Lundie. Brass
& Granite had a selection from Strathaven including
Clydesdale IPA and Duchess Anne and Hardy & Hansons
Kimberley Bitter. Finally, the First Edition had Caledonian
Bitter Winter, Strathaven Winter Glow and Harviestoun
Bitter & Twisted. A great selection of ales throughout the
day, all of which were in decent condition. A big thank you
to all the pubs for accommodating us, and coping with the
large numbers in a short period of time.
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SPRING DIARY DATES

Please check www.awcamra.org.uk for up-to-date details of all our Branch events.
A monthly email is sent at the start of each month to our members listing forthcoming events if you don't receive this, please check your email Junk/Spam mailbox and confirm your email
address at www.camra.org.uk. Details are also published on our Facebook and Twitter pages.
Facebook “f ” Logo

MARCH 2019

Sat 2
Mon 4
Sat 16
Tues 19
Thur 21
Sat 23
Wed 27
Fri 29 /
Sat 30

SNIB AGM & Quarterly Meeting, Canal Station,
Paisley, 1pm
Branch Committee Meeting, The Wheatsheaf,
Kilmarnock, 8pm
Wigtownshire Social, Steam Packet Inn and
Newton Stewart - see page 28 for details
South Ayrshire Social, McKays, Troon, 7.30pm
North Ayrshire Social, The Auld Brig, Irvine,
8pm
Branch AGM, Abbotsford Hotel, Ayr, 2pm
East Ayrshire Social, Merito, Dunlop, 7.30pm
Forth Valley CAMRA - Larbert Beer Festival,
Dobbies Hall, Larbert. Branch Social Fri 29
from 2pm

APRIL 2019

Fri 5 Sun 7
Sat 13
Mon 15
Thur 18
Sat 20
Wed 24
Fri 26 /
Sat 27

CAMRA National Members' Weekend, AGM &
Conference - Caird Hall, Dundee
Rhins Scottish Grand National Trip - see page
28 for details
Beer Festival Planning Meeting, Weston Tavern,
Kilmaurs, 8pm
North Ayrshire Social, Waterside, Largs, 8pm
South Ayrshire Social, The Auchans,
Dundonald, 2pm
East Ayrshire Social, Cookhouse & Pub,
Kilmarnock, 7.30pm
Renfrewshire CAMRA - Beer Tent with approx
70 ales at Paisley Food and Drink Festival

MAY 2019

Thur 16
Sat 18
Thu 30
- Mon 3
June

North Ayrshire Social, The Red Squirrel,
Stevenston 8pm
South Ayrshire Social, Glen Park Hotel, Ayr, 2pm
East Ayrshire Rail Trip to Bradford – Fully
Booked

CMYK / .eps
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Ayrshire & Wigtownshire CAMRA
Ayrshire Real Ale Festival
@awcamra
@troonbeerfest
Every CAMRA branch adheres to CAMRA’s
privacy policy. Within our branch we use a
centralised communications tool for sending
out our monthly emails to our branch members.
However, for certain aspects of our work, for
example, the beer festival, we will occasionally
need to contact folk directly by way of having
a ‘legitimate interest’. Any communications
from our branch will contain details of how
to unsubscribe from the emails if that is your
desire. However, our hope is that as a member
of CAMRA, you value the information that is
sent to you, and that it is useful, particularly at
branch level. If it isn’t, then please talk to us in
the first instance so we can understand your
concerns.
You can check your email address is correct
at www.camra.org.uk. Sign in using your
memebrship details, and select 'Edit your
membership information'.

CODE OF CONDUCT

Our wish is for everyone to enjoy themselves and have fun
on our trips and events. However please remember that trip
organisers have only volunteered to arrange times and /or
travel arrangements and to provide information about the
venue(s).
CAMRA promotes responsible drinking and so excessive
drinking will not be tolerated on CAMRA outings. Members
should not behave in any manner that may bring the
Campaign into disrepute. Any member doing so may be
barred from future events. You are responsible for your
own safety and wellbeing. If you have an existing medical
condition that requires support you must bring your own
backup/carer with you.
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KINGDOM
OF FIFE

REAL ALE &
Cider Festival
Over 40 Real Ales, plus Cider & Perry

Rothes Halls, Glenrothes
Thur 2nd - Sat 4th May

29th - 30th March

Thursday: 4pm - 11pm
Friday: 12 noon - midnight; Saturday: 12 noon - 11pm

5 mins walk from Larbert Rail Station

ENTERTAINMENT:
FRIDAY: "Resonation"
SATURDAY: "Under Fire"

Dobbie Hall, Main Street, Larbert

OPENING TIMES:
Fri 30th Mar: 1pm (CAMRA members); 3pm (public)- 11pm
Sat 31st Mar: 12 noon - 11pm. Music Sat night – "Blues Revival"

60+ REAL ALES PLUS CIDER & PERRY

kingdomoffifefestival

inc. festival glass & programme
www

kingdomoffife.camra.org.uk

MAIN FESTIVAL
SPONSOR:

Admission: £5 (FREE CAMRA) inc. glass & programme

Dogs friendly sessions:
Thurs 4pm - close; Fri: 12pm- 6pm

OTHER CAMRA-ORGANISED
BEER FESTIVALS

INDEPENDENT
BEER FESTIVALS

Dates for this year's nearby CAMRA beer festivals are
as follows:

CASTLE DOUGLAS:
Sat 16 March, Castle
Douglas Town Hall. Tickets
via Sulwath Brewery.

PAISLEY: Fri 26 - Sat 27 April
Due to the refurbishment of Paisley Town Hall, this year's
event will be much smaller as there will only be a small
beer tent with real ales as part of the Paisley Food and
Drink festival, located outside the Town Hall. Free entry.
Check Renfrewshire CAMRA facebook and website for
details.
GLASGOW: Thur 21 - Sat 23 June, The Briggait, Glasgow
AYRSHIRE: Thur 3 - Sat 5 October, Concert Hall, Troon
ALLOA: Fri 25 - Sat 26 October (TBC), Town Hall, Alloa
CARLISLE: Thur 31 Oct - Sat 2 November,
The Venue, Carlisle
BELFAST: Dates tbc. Usually early November
10
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ADMISSION: £6
(CAMRA £5)

HELENSBURGH:
Fri 17 / Sat 18 May
ARDROSSAN: Thur 27
- Sat 29 June, Ardrossan
Rugby Club. Live
music outside on Sat in
conjunction with Ardrossan
Music Experience. Tickets
available soon.
CAMBUSDOON: Sat 3 /
Sun 4 August
ARRAN: Sat 24 August
BEITH: Sat 31 August
KILCREGGAN: Sat 28 Sept

We'd love to hear from breweries and pubs with any news snippets, events, awards etc.
Send your info to fullpints@awcamra.org.uk
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Local Pubs and Brewery News
OUTLETS NEWS
The Village Inn in Fairlie hopes to have another
two handpumps available soon on the bar due
to popular demand. They're also looking at a
small beer festival in May.
The Brass & Granite, Kilmarnock recently
won the Kilmarnock Standard Pub of the Year
award, as well as being the Scottish National
winner in the Parliamentary Pub of the Awards.
The Steam Packet Inn, Isle of Whithorn has
won our branch's Cider Pub of the Year Award,
and now goes forward to the Scottish heats. A
presentation should place on the Wigtownshire
social trip on 16 March.
The Ship Inn, Irvine has been reported as no
longer seling real ale, although it may return in
the summer months.
On Arran, the Glenisle Hotel, Lamlash is also
no longer selling real ale. In Brodick, the
Brodick Bar has no real ale at the moment,
but will put Deuchars on for the summer, and
hopes to add a guest beer. The Ormidale now
has three handpumps instead of the tall founts.
Do you know of any pubs that would maybe
like to try cask ale, but they don't know where
to start? Get in touch and we can give them
some assistance.

BREWERY NEWS
Ayr Brewing Company
Leezie Lundie was available in The Strangers
Bar, Westminster back in December. They
also had a pallet of beers sent over to the EU
Parliament in Brussels for Burns Night.
Arran Brewery
The brewery has taken delivery of the 27
barrel brewkit formerly located at the Dunscar
Brewery, Bolton. This is being installed at Loch
Earn and will be predominately used for their
new their new Insignia lager.
Bute Brewery
The brewery in Rothesay is no longer in
production and was put up for sale at the end
of the year having been unsuccessful in trying
to secure larger premises on the island.

Five Kingdoms Brewery
Alastair and
his team have
been knocking
down some
walls in the
brewery
in order to
make some
space for
much needed
expansion. His ales are also being sold by some
trusted outlets, including the Selkirk Arms,
Kirkcudbright and the Laurie Arms, Haugh of
Urr, as well as The Twa Dugs in West Kilbride.
Bottling is proving popular with several outlets
in the Machars now also stocking them.
The beer range has been modified slightly with
Captain Morrison IPA upgraded to a strong
IPA at 7.3%! A new 3.5% mild, McGregor's Mild
has been launched (primarily for a new local
resident who has moved up from the Midlands).
The mild will be replacing Criminale. Bitter X
has been modified with a new hop blend.
Lowland Brewing, Moffat
This is a new microbrewery that has recently
started production not too far from our Ayrshire
boundaries! Set up back in September 2017,
by Michael Tough (Director) and Tom Barr
(Head Brewer) they have successfully carried
out an extensive building conversion and
crowdfunded their brewery. After overcoming
the usual unexpected
snags and delays, their
first ales, Dryfe Ale (3.8%)
and Dryfe Blonde (5%)
were finally casked at
the start of December
and are proving popular
in local outlets in and
around Moffat, Lockerbie,
Dumfries and over to
Melrose. It is planned to
have a new session IPA
called Twa Dugs available
in time for Easter. Watch
out for its launch as it may
be available in Ayrshire!
11
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71 Main Street
West Kilbride
KA23 9DS
01294 822524

Locally owned,
refurbished pub
with regular
quiz nights
& live music!!

BRANCH AGM

This year’s AGM will be held in the Abbotsford Hotel on Saturday 23rd March
at 2pm. All members are welcome and encouraged to attend to hear about the
achievements of the branch over the past year, and what our key actions will be
for the year ahead. Afterwards, there will probably be a short crawl back to the
town centre via the Chestnuts Hotel and the Glen Park Hotel.

EMAILS & MEMBERS' AREA ON NATIONAL WEBSITE

Every month we send out a 'What's On' email to all Branch CAMRA members usually around the
1st of the month, along with periodically, electronic copies of Full Pints and the CAMRA Calling
Newsletter. However, approximately two-thirds of these emails still do not appear to be getting
opened. Please check your SPAM folders and add "noreply@camra.org.uk" to your senders list to
ensure you receive the email.
Every CAMRA member has access to a dedicated members area on the national website:

www.camra.org.uk > Sign-in. You just need your membership number and there's a link available if

you don't know your password. Once logged in you can check that your email address is correct
and that other membership details are correct at members.camra.org.uk > Member Dashboard > My

Membership > Edit Membership > Preferences

And whilst logged in, why not visit CAMRA's Discourse discussion forum and take part in
conversations on a multitude of topics at discourse.camra.org.uk.
12
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NEW CAMRA CHAIRMAN
CAMRA has announced its new chairman-elect as
Nik Antona, who will take on the leadership of the
organisation following its Members’ Weekend, AGM
and Conference to be held in Dundee in April.
CAMRA’s National Executive, which met in Hastings earlier in
February, elected Nik as chairman-elect. Based in Burton-onTrent, Nik has been a National Executive member since 2009, and
currently chairs the Finance and General Purposes Committee.
He was a CAMRA Regional Director for five years, representing
the West Midlands. Nik Antona will take over from Jackie Parker,
who is stepping down after a year in the role, and after nine years as a member of CAMRA’s
National Executive.
Nik said: “I’m delighted and honoured by the confidence my National Executive colleagues have
shown in me by electing me to take over as Chairman in April. Jackie has been a strong leader for
the organisation and I’m keen to carry on where she will leave off - making sure CAMRA is effective
in its national campaigns, especially in seeking much-needed reform of the Pubs Code, calling for
a review of Business Rates on pubs and campaigning to get a reduction in beer tax on pints served
in pubs."
Jackie said: “It’s with great sadness that I choose to step down as chairman of the Campaign. It’s
the right time, however, as I come to the end of my third term as a National Executive member. I’ve
spent nine years as a National Executive member and served as a Regional Director for three years
prior to that. I believe it’s healthy for an organisation to refresh its leadership regularly and now is
the time to step aside and give someone else the opportunity to lead the Campaign.”

Canary Craft (or lack of...)

by Stuart McMahon

In March 2018 myself and my daughter Cara flew out to Tenerife for the first time
for a 10-day break, and also discovered that North Ayrshire CAMRA compatriot
John Plimbley and his wife were on the same flight, and were staying a short
distance from our hotel in Playa de Las Americas.
Fortunate timing meant that we also missed all the snow disruptions (the
so-called “beast from the east”) and were able to relax in pleasant weather.
I’d discovered beforehand that there is a small craft brewery in the north of
Tenerife called Tacoa, and I’d messaged them to see if there were any outlets
near to Playa de Las Americas or Los Cristianos, but sadly I’m still waiting on
a response! Whilst at the resort, I was unable to find any stockists, although my
search wasn’t very extensive [I'm led to believe there's a couple of craft outlets
in Los Cristianos now]. We met up with John and his wife one day and enjoyed a
few Belgian beers at the Maneke Pis bar, which included Kwak, and Westmalle
Dubbel and Tripel. On the journey home at the airport departure gate, my
daughter noticed a shop selling local produce which included bottles of Tacoa
ales, and other Canarian beers. A bottle of Tajineste (6.2%) and Golden Ale
(4.5%) were duly purchased and subsequently enjoyed whilst sitting in the back
garden a few months later, reminiscing over the very enjoyable holiday!
13

www.awcamra.org.uk

www.lowlandbrewery.co.uk
Present ales:

Dryfe Ale, 4.4%

Dryfe Blonde, 5%

Easter 2019: “Twa Dugs” Session IPA, 4%

Welcome to the Game
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The Moon under the Water
I was in Dundee recently carrying out some important
pub related research to assist with the Members'
Weekend and AGM planning. Travelling round the pubs,
many of which were new to me, prompted me to think of
George Orwell's essay 'The Moon under the Water'. He
listed the ten things that were essential in his perfect
pub. I’ve attempted to describe my perfect pub here:
1. There must be a seat at the
window. There is nothing
better than sitting with a pint,
watching the world go by. This
experience is heightened by
bad weather; wind and snow
is alright but torrential rain is
the best!
2. Hand pumps! It’s not quantity
here, it's quality. They must
have beer on, and not lying
awaiting its next mission.
I’ve seen pubs, you know
the types, with a dozen or so
pumps with just 3 mediocre
beers on. Give me one, good
beer, on one hand pump and
I’m happy. Make it Fyne Ales
Jarl and I’m in heaven!

5. There should be selection of
the local newspapers and
CAMRA magazines. Poring
over current affairs after a
hard day in the office is a most
leisurely pursuit.
6. There should be no TV, no
noisy Puggie. I go to a pub to
speak to friends, not to shout
over electronic noise.

3. The licensee should be
passionate about real ale and
the pub. Enthusiasm should
permeate through every facet
of the bar and leave drinkers
feeling part of the experience.
A smile is infectious but
enthusiasm is contagious.

7. The pub must be clean and
hygienic. I don’t want to stick
to the floor when I walk on
it, or onto the table when I
lean on it. All surfaces must
be wiped with a clean cloth.
There should be suitable hand
washing facilities in the toilets.
The soap should smell nice,
Silver Buckthorn is a favourite
of mine. The dryer should be
hot with a good force behind
it, I don’t want to hold my
hands under an inefficient
hand dryer, only to end up
wiping them on my jeans.
Paper towels are great.

4. At all times there must be
at least one dog present.
Friendly, seeking mild
attention, but also happy to
wander from table to table
without dropping all its fur.

8. There must be a fire, or
wood burning stove. A wellmanaged fire, clean and not
one that leaves your clothes
smelling like pre-Smoking Ban
tavern.

by Sarah Crawford, CAMRA Scotland &
Northern Ireland Regional Director
Email: rd.scotlandni@camra.org.uk
Tel: 07846 856 930

9. Despite being perfect, the
pub should be unaccountably
unpopular. Being able to get to
the bar to be served, hear your
friends talking without raised
voices and finding that seat
at the window whenever you
pop in. How the pub survives
financially is unknown.
10.The pub should be close
to public transport routes.
There is nothing worse than
finding your perfect pub then
realising it’s a pig to get to.
The public transport should
run late enough into the night
to enable getting home safe
after a good evening out.

If you’re looking for a pub that comes close to achieving this improbable idea, may I recommend
the Scotland and NI CAMRA pub of the year, the Volunteer Arms (Staggs) in Musselburgh.
Although I probably shouldn’t in case it gets too popular and thus ruined for me!
Cheers! Sarah
15
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Jaw

Largs
Millport

Lochranza

Kelburn

Fairlie

Dalry
Stevenston

West Kilbride
Ardrossan
Arran

Brodick
Lamlash

Blackwaterfoot

Gateside

Saltcoats

Irvine
Troon

Ayr

Lugton
Dunlop
Stewarton
Kilmaurs
Strathaven
Kilmarnock

Dundonald
Prestwick
Ayr

Sorn

Stair

Alloway
Maybole
Do you know of a pub or club
that sells real ale and isn’t
listed? Please let us know by
emailing:

Kirkmichael
Kirkoswald

pubs@awcamra.org.uk

Bargrennan
Sulwath

Kirkcolm
Stranraer

Newton Stewart

Portpatrick
Portpatrick

Sandhead

Wigtown
Bladnoch
Garlieston

KEY:

Breweries producing cask ale
Towns & villages where cask ale
is available
Not to scale. Reproduced from Ordnance Survey
map data by permission of the Ordnance Survey
© Crown Copyright 2019
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Drummore

Isle of Whithorn
Five Kingdoms
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AYRSHIRE & WIGTOWNSHIRE REAL ALE OUTLETS
NORTH AYRSHIRE
ARDROSSAN
Ardrossan Rugby Club #
DALRY
The Auld Hoose
FAIRLIE
Village Inn
GATESIDE
Gateside Inn *
IRVINE
The Auld Brig W
R&A Sports Bar
Ship Inn *
LARGS
Bowling Club *
J G Sharps
Largs Sailing Club #?

EAST AYRSHIRE
The Paddle Steamer W
Three Reasons
Waterside
LUGTON

Canny Man §

DUNLOP
Merito

STEWARTON
The Mill House

KILMAURS
Weston Tavern 

KILMARNOCK
Saltire
Brass & Granite
Cookhouse & Pub
Fanny by Gaslight
First Edition §
Wheatsheaf Inn W

SORN
Sorn Inn

MILLPORT
Fraser’s Bar 
The Twa Dugs

STAIR
Stair Inn

SALTCOATS
Salt Cot W
STEVENSTON
The Red Squirrel
WEST KILBRIDE
The Twa Dugs 

WIGTOWNSHIRE
BARGRENNAN
House O’ Hill Hotel
BLADNOCH
Bladnoch Inn
DRUMMORE
Clashwhannon

ISLE OF ARRAN

GARLIESTON
Harbour Inn

BLACKWATERFOOT
Kinloch Hotel
Blackwaterfoot Lodge

LAMLASH
Drift Inn
Pierhead Tavern

BRODICK
Arran Brewery § W
Brodick Bar *
Ormidale Hotel
Wine Port

LOCHRANZA
Lochranza Hotel

KIRKCOLM
Blue Peter Hotel

Smoking Goat
Tam o’ Shanter
Twa Dugs
Wellingtons Bar
West Kirk W

KIRKMICHAEL
Kirkmichael Arms

ISLE OF WHITHORN
Steam Packet Inn §

NEWTON STEWART
Creebridge House Hotel
Crown Hotel
Galloway Arms Hotel
PORTPATRICK
Crown Hotel
Harbour House Hotel
SANDHEAD
Tigh na Mara Hotel
STRANRAER
Grapes § 
Ruddicot Hotel
WIGTOWN
Craft

SOUTH AYRSHIRE
ALLOWAY
Cambusdoon Sports
Club
AYR
Abbotsford Hotel
Ayrshire & Galloway
Brig Inn
Chestnuts Hotel
Glen Park Hotel

DUNDONALD
The Auchans

* CAMRA members have noted that real ale is not
always available at these outlets.
§ Special offers for card-carrying CAMRA members

KIRKOSWALD
Souter’s Inn
MAYBOLE
Maybole Arms

TROON
Bruce’s Well
Cheeky Charlie’s
Harbour Bar *
McKay’s
Marr Rugby Club #

South Beach Hotel *

PRESTWICK
Prestwick Pioneer W 

W Wetherspoons vouchers accepted Current Branch Area Pub of the Year
# Weekends only
Overall Branch Pub of the Year 2018

CAMRA members are encouraged to score ales they drink in their local pub, as it assists the committee in considering outlets for
inclusion in the Good Beer Guide. Please take a few moments to score your beers on whatpub.com if you visit them.
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Located in the village of Dundonald, The Auchans
is a family run Restaurant - Bar with a fresh
modern twist, and a friendly relaxed atmosphere
oozing charm & character. We have a great

29 MAIN STREET
DUNDONALD, KA2 9HH
Telephone: 01563 851472
E-Mail: info@theauchans.co.uk
Web: www.theauchans.co.uk

selection of beer & wine including 2 cask ales.
The Auchans has been tastefully restored with
original stone walls & real oak wood beams.
Owned by the Kerr family, from the village,
The Auchans is the 2nd addition to the business.
The 1st, The Waterfront in Ayr, opened in 2012 is
a relaxed, stylish restaurant- bar situated

for details of our latest offers & promotions
www.facebook.com/theauchansdundonald

overlooking the River Ayr.

The Waterside
Bath Street, Largs
Tel: 01475 672224

Two Real Ales from Kelburn available

Mondays - Poker
Wednesdays - Poker
Fridays - Karaoke

Saturdays - Live Music
Sundays - Open Mic Night

Food available every day except Monday, noon - 5pm
Check out our entertainment
programme on Facebook
18
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We'd love to hear from breweries and pubs with any news snippets, events, awards etc.
Send your info to fullpints@awcamra.org.uk

WHATPUB FEEDBACK

Every effort is made to keep pub descriptions
in WhatPub up-to-date but we struggle to
regularly visit our 65+ pubs, hotels and bars,
and so we do rely upon YOU – licensee
or drinker – to let us know if information is
missing or out-of-date. All users of WhatPub
(CAMRA members and non-members alike)
can use the on-line feedback form to let
us know when we need to update a pub
description.

SPRING 2019

GETTING AROUND
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Listed below are some
useful contact details for
transport providers in our Branch area.
STAGECOACH WEST SCOTLAND www.stagecoachbus.com
Tel: 01294 607007 (Ardrossan)
01292 613500 (Ayr)
01776 704484 (Stranraer)
01770 302000 (Arran)
07736 892253 (Disability Helpdesk)
SHUTTLE BUSES
Tel: 0800 072 0373

www.shuttlebuses.co.uk

McGILL'S BUSES
Tel: 08000 51 56 51

www.mcgillsbuses.co.uk

SCOTRAIL
Tel: 0344 811 0141

www.scotrail.co.uk

CALEDONIAN MACBRAYNE
Tel: 0800 066 5000

www.calmac.co.uk

TRAVELINE SCOTLAND

www.travelinescotland.com

See our website, www.awcamra.org.uk,
and previous editions of Full Pints to view
possible Ale Trails using public transport.

BRANCH SOCIAL ACTIVITIES
Our Branch has Social Groups which meet
regularly covering North, South and East
Ayrshire, and Wigtownshire. All CAMRA
members are encouraged to attend these
informal events, but non-CAMRA members
are always welcome to join us for a couple
of hours of friendly chat and socialising.
For more information, please contact the
area coordinators listed below:

Additionally, we hold social outings on a regular
basis to other festivals (e.g. Alloa and Fife) and
breweries such as Loch Lomond, Broughton
and Strathaven. See www.awcamra.org.uk for
details or contact social@awcamra.org.uk for more
information.

All are welcome at our social nights and events

North Ayrshire - meets 3rd Thursday of
every month. Contact Ian Middleditch. Email:
vicechair1@awcamra.org.uk
South Ayrshire - VACANT
Email: south-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk
East Ayrshire - meets last Wednesday of
every month. Contact Matt Miller. Email:
east-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk
Wigtownshire - contact Malcolm McNeil for
details. Email: wigtownshire@awcamra.org.uk
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Caird Hall, Dundee
5 - 7 April 2019
Hosted by Scotland and Northern Ireland Branches

Please register online at agm.camra.org.uk or complete the form
below and return to: CAMRA, 230 Hatﬁeld Road, St Albans AL1 4LW.
Membership # _____________ Joint Membership # (if applicable) _____________
First Name ________________ First Name _____________________________
Surname __________________ Surname _______________________________
Email _____________________________________________________________
If you would like to volunteer, please indicate when you can help and the
staffing officer will contact you in due course. Your information will be treated
in accordance with CAMRA’s Privacy policy.
camra.org.uk/privacy-policy
Tue AM/PM Wed AM/PM Thu AM/PM Fri AM/PM Sat AM/PM Sun AM/PM
Please circle if you have any specialist skills: first aider / cellerman / local knowledge / logistics /
customer service / other.
(Closing date for postal & online registration is 25th March 2019)

Find out more by emailing volunteer.services@camra.org.uk or call 01727 798456
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JOHN & DEREK'S TITANIC BELFAST TRIP

by Derek Newlands and John Malcolm

Having persuaded our dear wives they
needed a day out shopping in Belfast
with the promise we would behave
at the Belfast Beer Festival back in
November, we set off with an early
morning start to catch the 7.30 ferry
from Cairnryan to Belfast at a great
price (£7.50 return for foot passengers).
We had a leisurely breakfast on board before
arriving about 10am. With the beer festival
starting at noon we decided to tour the Titanic
exhibition beforehand – definitely 'a must see'
2.5 hours well spent. Then we took a bus into
the city centre and had some lunch. Having
agreed to meet at 6pm at the ferry bus stop, we
left the girls and went on to the main event.
City Hall in Belfast is similar in size to Troon
with long lines of tables and the casks and
fonts at the end of the hall (see photo below).
Mostly Irish, a few English and only two
Scottish ales were available. IPAs and pale ale
are my preference, with John preferring stout,
porters and old beers of which there seemed to
be quite a few and all were relished.
Three Irish lads next to us were great company
and we thoroughly enjoyed the banter and
their attempt to sample all the beers on offer
but sadly all good things come to an end and
we had to head back to the girls but not before
agreeing to meet them again next year.
No one at bus stop so round the corner to a
packed pub and a quick Lomond Ale before an
enquiring phone call as to our whereabouts.
So back to the ferry and Scotland and we were
home for 11.30pm. A grand day out.
Keep an eye on the festival website for
information on this year's festival:

www.belfastbeerfestival.co.uk
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REFRESHING THE RHINS AND BEYOND...
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL: 07826 542149

WWW.PORTPATRICK-BREWERY.CO.UK
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thethreereasonslargs
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WHATPUB.COM, BEER SCORING AND THE GOOD BEER GUIDE
In every edition of Full Pints, we make a plea for CAMRA members to score their ales
that they drink on www.whatpub.com.
If you visit a pub with real ale, then please
log in to WhatPub.com on your phone, tablet
or laptop and submit a score whilst supping
your pint. It only takes 30 seconds. Scores are
used by our Branch committee to assist them
in selecting entries for the Good Beer Guide
(GBG). We have around 80 outlets in our area
but are only allocated 27 entries by the Good
Beer Guide publishers, so only the best pubs
with the highest average scores get selected.

Thank you to everyone who contributed scores
last year - we received a total of 2400 scores,
from 106 different people but only 46 of them
were branch members, which is slightly down
on the 2017 figures. With around 680 members
in our branch it would be good to see more folk
starting to score their beers. Ask a committee
member at any of our socials to show you how
to submit them.

Just because a pub is in a larger town please
don’t assume that we’ll get a lot of scores for
it, and pubs outwith the big town centres, in
our rural areas and islands always need scores.
Low scores (if warranted) are just as important
as high scores.

HOW SHOULD I SCORE THE QUALITY OF THE BEER?
0:
0.5 -1: Poor
2: Average

Should only be used if no cask ale is available
Beer is anything from barely drinkable to drinkable with considerable resentment.
Competently kept, drinkable pint but doesn’t inspire in any way, not worth moving to another pub but you drink the
beer without really noticing.
3: Good
Good beer in good form. You may cancel plans to move to the next pub. You want to stay for another pint and may
seek out the beer again
4: Very Good Excellent beer in excellent condition. You stay put!
5: Perfect
Probably the best you are ever likely to find. A seasoned drinker will award this score very rarely.

TRADING STANDARDS
If you have any complaint about your beer, such as poor quality or short measure,
or there is no price list displayed, you should remain polite and speak to the
management of the pub concerned in the first instance.
If you need to pursue the complaint further, contact your local Trading Standards office or Citizen’s
Advice Bureau and they will guide you to the next appropriate step.
Full contact information can be found on your local authority website:
www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
AYR:
IRVINE:
www.east-ayrshire.gov.uk
Tel: 01292 616060
Tel: 01294 310100

www.south-ayrshire.gov.uk
www.dumgal.gov.uk

KILMARNOCK:
Tel: 01563 576602

STRANRAER:
Tel: 03033 333000
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by Ray Turpie,
Branch Vice Chairman

You do not have to go too far for a good
day out. I have mentioned before the
virtues of Edinburgh’s many attractions
and it is easily accessible from most
places.
Towards the
end of last year,
I attended the
Pub of the Year
presentation to
The Volunteer
Arms (Staggs)
in Musselburgh
Staggs Bar, Mussleburgh
which is always
a joy to visit. We were pleasantly surprised
when SNID also announced that it had reached
the last four nationally. Nigel Findlay, the
publican, was a bit taken aback that his family
run establishment was so well regarded. Good
luck in the final Nigel, I say.
Mrs Roundup and I also took advantage of the
cheap hotel offers over the winter for a short
stay. We got there early and walked the Water
of Leith from Haymarket. The harbour area of
Leith is very cosmopolitan now with lots of nice
shops and restaurants. We were ready for a
refreshment though and headed for Teuchter’s
Landing where we enjoyed some Cromarty
Happy Chappy.
This pub has an interesting history. Originally it
was the ferry terminal for a link with Aberdeen,
which is reflected in the name. You can still see
tell-tale signs of waiting rooms and passenger
comforts. The food offer and whisky selection
was impressive but expensive, like everything
else in the capital.

ROUND

However,
it was time
to move on
to my main
target for the
day, the Malt
& Hops on The
Shore opposite the
harbour. As soon as I entered, I thought this
is my kind of pub. There was a good selection
of beer, so I
started with
Butcombe
Gold while
Mrs R had
a half of
Hadrian
& Border
Tyneside
Blonde. After Malt & Hops
that, I hit the
jackpot with Green Jack Gone Fishing. I would
have had that first but at 5.5% abv, it is hardly
a session ale. It was so good, however, I had
to have another and scored it a 4.5 which is
unusually high for me.
The next day we took the bus down to Dunbar
and got off at West Barns near Belhaven
Brewery where you can pick up the John Muir
Way. From Belhaven Bay it is only a three
mile walk along the shore to the harbour,
overlooked by Dunbar Castle. On the way you
pass The Rocks but, although two handpumps
were on the bar, no real ale was available. By
this time, however, we were hungry and settled
for a plate of Cullen Skink which was excellent
and very filling.

Teuchter's Landing
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I mentioned the main Victoria harbour earlier, but the
original, called Cromwell, is linked in by a narrow passage.
Above this is an old gun battery with some history which
is worth the detour. Just up the road we came to the ‘other’
Volunteer Arms where we got a very presentable Orkney
Northern Light. I thought this was rather appropriate in the
maritime context, as the pub is near to the Lifeboat Station.
If you want to venture further down the coast you will come
to the Grace Darling Museum in Seahouses and the majestic
Bamburgh Castle but that is for another day. We had to get
back to Edinburgh but not before a short stroll up the town
where you can find John Muir’s birthplace down an alley off
the main street.

Dunbar

The next morning after checking out, we walked the opposite
way along the Water of Leith towards Roseburn. Crossing the
main road, we passed Murrayfield Stadium and eventually
joined the old railway line to Corstorphine. By this time, we
were ready for brunch at the White Lady, before heading
for the bus home. It is one of the Wetherspoons with
accommodation so who knows, we may try it next time.
By then, however, the Members Weekend in Dundee from
5-7th April will be upon us. If you have never been to one,
this is a good opportunity to attend. You can stay over or just
make a day of it. It is free to get in and there are 50 beers on
the members’ bar. After attending the morning session, you
could look upon it as going to a beer festival in the afternoon.
Or if none of the afternoon workshops take your fancy, you
could do one of the many advertised trips or pub walks
on offer. Better still, volunteer to help for a few hours on

Volunteer Arms, Dunbar

volunteer.services@camra.org.uk

With the V&A Museum and all the other attractions now
available, Dundee is another venue for a good day out.
Enjoy your beers!
Cheers,
Ray.

Dunbar Harbour

Caird Hall, Dundee
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Join up, join in,
join the campaign

www.awcamra.org.uk

From
as little as

£25*

Discover
why we joined.
camra.org.uk/
members

a year. That’s less
than a pint a
month!

Join us, and together we can protect the traditions of great
British pubs and everything that goes with them.
Become part of the CAMRA community today – enjoy discounted
entry to beer festivals and exclusive member offers. Learn about
brewing and beer and join like-minded people supporting our
campaigns to save pubs, clubs, your pint and more.

Join the campaign today at

www.camra.org.uk/joinup
*Price for paying by Direct Debit and correct at Jan 2018. Under 26 concessionary rates available. Please visit camra.org.uk/membership-rates
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WIGTOWNSHIRE NEWS

For more info on Wigtownshire events and outlets please contact:
Malcolm McNeil (Email: wigtownshire@awcamra.org.uk)

The social calendar is starting up once
again for the Wigtownshire area. Over
the winter it's tricky to organise many
socials due to limited transport in the
area.
However, on Sunday 9th December, we
held a Wigtownshire Social in The Grapes,
Stranraer. There was a good attendance
with 22 members and a couple of guests
present. The Grapes put on usual live music
and we all enjoyed a finger buffet followed
by a Festive Raffle with prizes donated
by Portpatrick Brewery, Crown Hotel in
Portpatrick and The Grapes as well as by a
couple of members. The format and timing
(Sunday afternoon) were voted a great
success and we will do the same later this
year. Thanks again to Billy, Sally and staff.

Here's details for two trips that are
happening in the coming weeks.
SATURDAY 16TH MARCH:
MACHARS AND NEWTON STEWART DAY
Stranraer and Rhins members can catch the
1030 (500) service from Port Rodie arriving
at Newton Stewart at 1115. Onward travel to
Isle of Whithorn is by the 1205 (415) service
arriving at 1305. After enjoying lunch and a few
beers in the Steam Packet Inn (Branch Cider
Pub of the Year), return is by 1610 service which
gets back to Newton Stewart at 1710. The
service back to Stranraer leaves at 1905 giving
plenty of time to visit a couple more pubs in
Newton Stewart. Names to Malcolm in advance
please if possible.
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SATURDAY 13TH APRIL:
RHINS SCOTTISH GRAND NATIONAL
COACH TRIP
Due to CAMRA's National Members' Weekend
in Dundee which this year clashes with the
Grand National at Aintree, we've unfortunately
had to reschedule this trip to the following
week when the Scottish Grand National takes
place at Ayr. Sincere apologies if you now can't
make the trip. Transport is by McCulloch's
Coaches. The course is the same as last year
with "The Off " once again starting at The
Ruddicot Hotel, Stranraer leaving at 1.30pm.
The train from Ayr is due to arrive at 12.56pm
so locals are asked to get to pub before 1pm
if possible to allow thirsty Ayrshire folk quick
service and get on the road asap! This year
we will go straight to the Clashwhannon at
Drummore, turning for home via Tigh na Mara
Hotel, Sandhead, Harbour House and Crown
Hotels, Portpatrick (to watch the race), then
the Blue Peter Hotel in Kirkcolm. Finishing post
is The Grapes, Stranraer at 6pm for a finger
buffet and prize-giving. Ayrshire members
travelling by train can catch the northbound
train at either 7.03pm or 9.03pm.
Cost this year will be no more than £10 to
include luxury coach, buffet, driver's tip and
Sweepstake ticket – just buy your own beer!
Book seats early, and confirm your places by
31 March, as numbers are limited to 30. Guests
are welcome of course but priority has to go to
CAMRA members and family.
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I'LL HAVE A PINT PLEASE...
Other forthcoming events over the summer
will hopefully include an afternoon at
Portpatrick with a buffet at the Crown Hotel;
an afternoon CAMRA BBQ at the Blue Peter
Hotel, Kirkcolm and the Sulwath Brewery
Beer Festival Trip in August - date to be
confirmed but probably Saturday 24th.
Also a reminder that Sulwath are holding the
Castle Douglas beer festival on Saturday
16th March in the town hall, but tickets are
selling fast - check with the brewery for
availability.
Looking ahead, there will also be the the
Skiffieworlds 2019 World Championships
(Coastal Rowing) in July and the Stranraer
Oyster Festival in September which should
both have real ale available.
Stranraer Tourist Office sadly closed its doors
on 16th February, a victim of VisitScotland's
recently announced closures. In addition
to staff losing their jobs, we have also lost
a valuable outlet for Full Pints. They were
always glad to receive the magazines and
reported keen interest from visitors. One of
the ladies posted a copy every quarter to her
brewer son in Sydney, Australia where it is
apparently well read by several ex-pats!
So if you know of any other possible outlets,
do let us know. And remember to always ask
for cask ale in any pubs that you may visit in
the area.

Malcolm McNeil

Dilemma – you visit a pub which has
over 12 cask ales available, none of
which you have ever tried. We asked a
few (fictional) drinkers how they chose
their drink, and what their process was.
JOHN: I’ll look at the ABV, in that if I’m planning a
session, I need to start with a session beer.
MARY: I’ll ask the bar staff for some
recommendations, and they’ll hopefully ask me
what I normally like and offer me some tastings,
and background on the beer
JOE: By beer style – if I’m in the mood. Might be
a stout mood or an IPA mood. But sometimes I’ll
just go with a favourite brewery, or a new one, or a
new beer – in fact, pretty random!
SARAH: 1) Check flavour notes
2) Think about what mood I'm in
3) Check the weather/ambient temp.
4) Decide if I'm having food with my drink or not.
5) Have another look at the tasting notes.
6) Ask to try a sample of the top three that
grabbed my interest.
7) Have a pint of all those three anyway.
8) Probably have a pint of another 2 or 3.
9) Come back the next day for the rest
MIKE: Start left and work all the way to the right,
making sure that your taxi is booked around the
midway point, as by the end you’ll need it!
FINLAY: Check my mood, check the pump clips,
ask for a few tasters, and then go with the darkest!
MICHAEL: Tell the wife I may be some time!
CHANTELLE: When I had my first ale from a
pub over 20 years ago, it was the pump clip that
attracted me, and that’s what I still use!
FREDDY: Bottle it and just ask for a lager
ROBERT: Look for an amber / best bitter. Get
advised everything is blond, blonde, golden, pale
or has fruit in it. So I’ll probably leave and go
elsewhere.
ROBIN: Advise bar staff of your home address
and pass over note for a taxi, then find a comfy
seat and work my way through them.
RACHEL: Say to barman/woman "I'll try a pint
of that one"; "Would you like a taster first?". "No
thanks, I like to try in pints". Then repeat process.
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Just forFun
Caption
Competition

In the last edition we asked for some
captions for the photo opposite of Ronnie
and Sandra Beveridge. The winning entry,
and that's because it was the only one
submitted (!) was:

" Put your teeth in this tumbler before
you break them on that rock bun!"
Ronnie will be relieved to know that he's
not appearing in this edition's caption
competition!
Instead, this time Ian Martin is our
photographic subject, posing in a silly hat,
with a rather dubious bottle of wine and a
pint glass at the Troon beer festival.
Send your best captions please to
fullpints@awcamra.org.uk with your
suggestions.
Entries will appear in the next issue.
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At Sulwath Brewery we give you the chance to see the craft of brewing in
action, and to taste our real ales at our fully licensed brewery tap visitor centre.
Seasonal Specials:

THE BREWERY
KING STREET
CASTLE DOUGLAS
DG7 1DT
Tel: 01556 504525
www.sulwathbrewers.co.uk
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OPEN MON-SAT, 10AM-6PM
Off-sales also available

