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WELCOME
CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale) is an independent, voluntary, 
consumer organisation which campaigns for real ale, real pubs 
and consumer rights. Membership is open to all individuals; 
CAMRA currently has over 191,000 members. It is governed by a 
voluntary unpaid national executive, elected by the membership. 
It has a branch structure which means that all members can join 
a local CAMRA branch and campaign and socialise locally. 

The Ayrshire & Wigtownshire branch currently has around 
660 members. Within the branch, we have four social group 
areas - namely North Ayrshire, South Ayrshire, East Ayrshire 
and Wigtownshire, each of whom organise regular events and 
meetings (usually monthly) – details on p19 - we're still looking 
for someone to take over Branch or South Ayrshire Socials - 
contact Lindsay Grant, chair@awcamra.org.uk, if interested.

Details of all our events are also posted on our Facebook and 
Twitter pages. Members are always encouraged to bring a friend 
along if they wish - all are welcome to attend.

The branch is responsible for organising the Ayrshire Real Ale 
Festival. This year's dates are 3rd-5th October 2019. Planning is 
well underway for what will be our 20th festival - details on  
page 34. In this edition you can also read about our various 
awards - LOTS of them, with a few more to come!

The next edition of Full Pints will be published 
in September 2019. Articles, photos and other 
contributions should be sent to the editor at fullpints@
awcamra.org.uk no later than Friday 16th August 2019.

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
http://www.ayrshirebeerfestival.co.uk
https://twitter.com/awcamra
https://twitter.com/troonbeerfest
https://www.facebook.com/groups/awcamra/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ayrshirerealalefestival/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/awcamra/
https://twitter.com/awcamra/
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Editorial
Welcome to the Summer 2019 edition of Full Pints, 
nay, the multi award-winning edition of Full Pints! At 
CAMRA’s National Members’ Weekend in Dundee (more 
about that on page 36) I was delighted and amazed to 
find out that this magazine had won for the third time 
overall, and retained, the Best CAMRA Magazine in 
Britain Award. This is no mean feat, particularly for such 
a small CAMRA branch as ours. But, as mentioned in the 
last edition, it is a team effort in producing it, without 
whose help I couldn’t pull it all together. 

Thanks go to everyone who 
provides me with articles 
(particularly without me 
having to chase them!).  
Thanks to Mike Tomlinson our 
advertising manager, and all 
our willing advertisers who 
generously support the 
magazine – just like all market 
sectors, our own production 
and distribution costs are 
continually rising, and we try 
to keep advertising rate 
increases to a minimum –  
we are still very good value 
compared to other magazines. 
However, we are barely 
covering our costs at present, 
so can I simply take this 
opportunity to encourage 
everyone to speak to friends / 
family / publicans about 
considering taking an advert 
out in a future edition. 

Thanks to our team of 
distributors who faithfully 
deliver these magazines to all 
our real ale outlets, and finally, 
thanks to Brown Brothers 
Printers in Irvine for their 
excellent print quality and 
service – without all the above 
you wouldn’t be reading this 
magazine in your local pub! 

Can we retain the award for a 
third year in a row? You’ll need 
to make plans to attend the 

Members’ Weekend in York 
next year to find out! Runner 
Up in the competition this year 
was a former winner, Bristol 
and District’s Pints West, and 
Most Improved Magazine was 
Salisbury and South Wiltshire's 
Barrel Organ.

Elsewhere in this edition, you 
can also read about CAMRA's 
new Summer of Pub campaign 
– we want all Branch members 
to nominate their favourite real 
ale pub with a beer garden. 
Nominations should be sent 
to chair@awcamra.org.uk 
before 24th June 2019, so 

that we can arrange a 
presentation during the 
summer.

Finally, can I make a request to 
all publicans - could you spare 
5 mins to fill in a quick online 
form to give me details of any 
regular events in your pub(s) 
- eg quiz nights, live music 
nights, dominoes etc? The aim 
is to publish a list of events in 
a future edition. Survey can be 
found here:  
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
B9BYL9Z

Cheers, Stuart

Yours truly receiving the award from Lynn Atack, Comms Committee
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Branch Pub of the Year 2019 
As announced in the last edition, our four 
finalists for this year's award were The 
Twa Dugs, West Kilbride; Weston Tavern, 
Kilmaurs, Prestwick Pioneer, Prestwick; and 
The Grapes, Stranraer.

A set of judges from each of our 4 social areas visits 
the pubs, and the overall winner for this year was 
chosen as The Twa Dugs, West Kilbride. Voting was very 
close with just a few marks separating the top three. 
Congratulations to Debbie and her staff on winning the 
award. The presentation of the award will be held in the 
pub on Saturday 8 June at 2pm. The 585 bus to/from 
Ayr & Greenock stops right outside the door, and West 
Kilbride Station is just 5 mins walk away. A short Branch 
Meeting will be held that afternoon as well.

Branch Club of the Year 2019 
Our Club of the Year is once again Cambusdoon Sports Club, Alloway. 
Congratulations to them, and they will now progress to the Scottish heats of 
the competition. 

The presentation will be made at the club's 
annual beer festival on Saturday 3 August. 
This year, the 2-day festival will coincide with 
the 160th anniversary of the cricket club in Ayr 
and will make up part of the celebrations. The 
first team will take on Dumfries on the Saturday 
and there will be a 6-a-side competition on the 
Sunday. All former players and those affiliated 
with the club are invited back to celebrate. 

There will also be a new, specially brewed 
beer by Ayr Brewing Company called 160* - a 
summer pale ale available in can throughout the 
summer and on cask at the festival.

featuring Real Ales and Cider from across the UK
GIN BAR • HOT FOOD • LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

In ASSOCIATION WITH:

CAMRA's Scotland and Northern Ireland Club of the year 2018

4th Alloway Beer Festival4th Alloway Beer Festival
Saturday 3rd and 
Sunday 4th  August 2019
12noon-11pm @Cambusdoon Sports Club

TICKET: £3.00
includES A commemorative pint glasS

Ayr Cricket_A5 Leaflet_Layout 1  25/03/2019  15:16  Page 1

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
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Branch Cider Pub of 
the Year 2019 
Our presentation to the Steam Packet Inn, Isle of Whithorn took 
place on Sat 15 April, when 7 Wigtownshire CAMRA Members 
visited the pub. Waulkmilll Muckle Toon ciders from Langholm 
were available, as well as a good selection of their own Five 
Kingdoms beers and a couple from Fyne Ales, including a new 
American style IPA called Blunder. Thanks to Alastair for his 
hospitality and good luck in the next phase of the competition. 
Malcolm McNeil (left) is pictured handing over the certificate to 
Alastair Scoular, owner (right).

Beer of the 2018 
Festival Award 
Better late than never! Logistically it was never going to be easy 
to travel up to Lossiemouth to present Windswept Brewery 
with our 2018 Ayrshire Beer of the Festival Award, for their 
excellent Weizen, a tasty wheat beer. However, Allan 
Brown from Kilmaurs was visiting the area recently and 
kindly offered to make the presentation at the brewery's 
taproom in. Allan is pictured with Al Read from the 
brewery. Whilst in the area, Allan enjoyed a few other 
Windswept beers whilst at the taproom. Whilst in the 
area he also visited the award-winning Bandstand Bar / 
Braeval Hotel, Nairn which has an excellent range of  
local ales.

And finally... Recent CBOS Heat winners
Champion Porter of Scotland 2019 – Sulwath Black Galloway (Larbert Festival)
Real Ale in a Bottle (Dark) 2019 (RAIB) – Windswept Typhoon (Kingdom of Fife Festival)
Champion Bitter of Scotland 2019 – Orkney Red Macgregor (Bandstand Beer Festival, Nairn)
The overall Champion Beer of Scotland competition will be held at the Ayrshire Real Ale Festival in 
Troon in October for the first time.

Branch Brewery & Beer 
of the Year Awards 
At our AGM held back in March, Ayr Brewing Company was 
voted as our Brewery of the Year 2019. Congratulations to 
Anthony and the team for their consistent range of beers, 
including the occasional new specials! A presentation was 
made at the Glen Park Hotel during the 2-Pub Social on Sat 
18 May. Lindsay is pictured presenting the award to Anthony 
Valenti (middle) and Paul Rossi (right).

We also choose the Branch's Beer of the Year award at the AGM, and this year the winner was 
Orkney Red Macgregor. We haven't confirmed a date or venue yet for a presentation, but it may 
be held during the Glasgow Real Ale Festival in June. Watch for details on our website and social 
media feeds.
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Branch Committee
The Branch’s AGM was held in the Abbotsford Hotel, Ayr on 23 March 2019 and 
was very well attended by 33 folk, who also enjoyed the real ales on offer. 

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT: 
2018-2019 saw another 
pleasingly successful year for 
the branch with continuing 
success of the beer festival, 
increased activation /
involvement of members and 
a healthy social scene. Of 
particular note is our continued 
presence at a national level 
with our magazine Full Pints 
being awarded the Magazine 
of the Year award for the 
second time [now third time 
- Ed!!!]. We were also the 
best performing branch for 
members participating in 
the nomination process for 
Champion Beer of Britain.

Several new faces have been 
seen as volunteers at the beer 
festival, attending meetings 
(both business and social) and 
getting involved with various 
aspects of the Campaign 
locally and nationally. For 
example, 10 of our beer festival 
staff were entirely new to that 
role and Mick Lee was pleased 
with the number of members 
who volunteered to do pub 
surveys. However, we must 
not rest on our laurels and we 

need to continue to strive to 
activate members.

The area social groups 
continue to flourish and 
are an important tool in the 
aforementioned on-going 
quest to activate members. 
However, the highlight of 
our social scene must have 
been the Festive Crawl in 
Kilmarnock which attracted 
over 60 members and friends.

The branch is obliged by its 
constitution to hold an open 
business meeting every 2 
months. The current format of 
a very short formal meeting 
at the beginning of one of the 
aforementioned area social 
group meetings seems to be 
well received.

Our periodic newsletter A&W 
CAMRA Calling, aimed at 
keeping members informed of 
branch activities, continues to 
be well received, particularly 
by members who have come 
to us from another branch 
that does not produce such a 
publication.

Our websites, one for the 
day to day branch activities 
and one for the beer 
festival, under the auspices 
of Ronnie Beveridge and 
Stuart McMahon, continue 
to be useful vehicles for the 
dissemination of information. 
We also have a presence on 
Facebook and Twitter.

Caroline Munro is not seeking 
re-election as Branch Treasurer. 
Her efforts over the past 
year have been appreciated. 
After several years in the role 
Donald Clark has decided to 
stand down as Branch Social 
Secretary. My thanks to Donald 
for his efficient work during 
the tenure of his office.

Chairing this branch is 
relatively easy as those 
members with posts of 
responsibility, both on the 
committee and for the beer 
festival, perform their tasks 
so well. My thanks go to them 
and to all members who 
contribute, in whatever way, to 
the Campaign.

Lindsay Grant, Chairman

Clubs information sought
Ian Martin, one of our CAMRA members in Kilbirnie, is also Scotland & Northern 
Ireland CAMRA's Clubs Officer, and he is looking for some help please. 

• Are you a member of a club that has a bar 
and also sells Real Ale? 

• Does your club's bar open all year round & 
more than 3 days/week?

• Does your club bar allow non members to be 
signed in?

If the answer is "Yes" to all then Ian would love 
to hear from you to help him build a list of clubs 
selling Real Ale within our region. We only ever 
have around 5 clubs nominated for the whole of 
Scotland. There are 20,000+ clubs in the UK. 
Contact Ian at clubs@snib.camra.org.uk

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
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Chair Lindsay Grant chair@awcamra.org.uk

Vice-chair/North Ayrshire Socials Ian Middleditch north-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk

Vice-chair/Public Affairs Coordinator Ray Turpie public_affairs@awcamra.org.uk

Branch Secretary Kenneth Middleditch secretary@awcamra.org.uk

Treasurer Ian Fairbairn treasurer@awcamra.org.uk

Membership Secretary Graeme Watt membership@awcamra.org.uk

Social Secretary VACANT (Chair acting) social@awcamra.org.uk

Pubs / Clubs Campaigns Coordinator Mick Lee pubs@awcamra.org.uk

Full Pints Editor Stuart McMahon fullpints@awcamra.org.uk

Full Pints Advertising Mike Tomlinson advertising@awcamra.org.uk

Beer Festival Organiser Douglas Graham festival@awcamra.org.uk

Public Transport Liaison Tom Parish publictransport@awcamra.org.uk

East Ayrshire Socials Matt Miller east-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk

South Ayrshire Socials VACANT  
(Ray Turpie acting)

south-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk

Wigtownshire Socials Malcolm McNeill wigtownshire@awcamra.org.uk

Webmaster Ronnie Beveridge webmaster@awcamra.org.uk

Member without Portfolio Alex Burt committee1@awcamra.org.uk

Young Members Coordinator VACANT -

The full committee for the 2019/20 session is as follows:

Real Ale Finder app
Many pub-goers use untappd or ratebeer for logging 
and commenting on their beers (and hopefully also use 
WhatPub to score their beers as well). Whilst untappd 
has verified venues with live beer listings, there are very 
few places in our area, and it is quite costly for venues. 

A fairly new app has been developed by two CAMRA members from Edinburgh, 
Kenny and Jenny Bottley – Real Ale Finder – but they need more Scottish users 
and pubs to sign up to it.

Real Ale Finder, most importantly, is FREE, and is essentially two apps with 
one purpose. For pubs, it allows them to share their currently available beers 
on social networks as well as a mobile-friendly web-based beer board. A feed 
is also available for in-pub tv screens, with various other reports and tools 
available. Please consider trying out the system - it is free after all, and it might 
attract some new customers. For the customer, there's an interactive map of 
nearby pubs signed up to Real Ale Finder and real time push notifications can be sent out to users 
when an ale becomes available nearby. More information and downloads (iOS and Android) can 
be found at www.realalefinder.com. 



www.awcamra.org.uk

10

CAMRA-organised  
Beer Festivals
Dates for nearby CAMRA beer festivals are as follows:

GLASGOW: Thur 21 - Sat 23 June, The Briggait, Glasgow

AYRSHIRE: Thur 3 - Sat 5 October, Concert Hall, Troon

ALLOA: Fri 25 - Sat 26 October, Town Hall, Alloa

CARLISLE: Thur 31 Oct - Sat 2 November, The Venue, 
Carlisle

BELFAST: Dates tbc. Usually early November

Independent Beer Festivals 
ARDROSSAN: Thur 27 - Sat 29 June, Ardrossan Rugby Club

STRANRAER: Fri 19 / Sat 20 July, The Grapes

ALLOWAY: Sat 3 / Sun 4 August, Cambusdoon Sports Club

ARRAN: Sat 24 August, Kinloch Hotel, Blackwaterfoot

SULWATH: Sat 24 August, Brewery Tap, Castle Douglas

BEITH: Sat 31 August, Geilsland Estate

COVE & KILCREGGAN: Sat 28 Sept, Cove Burgh Hall

OVER 150 REAL ALES, CIDERS & FOREIGN BEERS

WWW.GLASGOWREALALEFESTIVAL.CO.UK

© Glasgow and West of Scotland CAMRA 2019

MAIN FESTIVAL SPONSOR

GIN, MEAD AND WINE ALSO AVAILABLE

THE BRIGGAIT, GLASGOW
THURSDAY 20TH JUNE
FRIDAY 21ST JUNE
SATURDAY 22ND JUNE

3.30PM - 10.30PM
12.00PM - 10.30PM
12.00PM - 10.30PM

ENTRY PER SESSION INCLUDING FESTIVAL GLASS

DISCOUNTED RATES FOR SUBSEQUENT SESSIONS
£6 (£4 FOR CAMRA MEMBERS)

2 0 1 82 0 1 9

6TH GLASGOW
REAL ALE
FESTIVAL

@GLASREALALEFEST

GLASGOWREALALEFESTIVAL

GRAF Poster 2019-v3 06/03/2019 11:57
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Check social media and 
websites for full details of 
these events. 

Volunteers are required for 
many of them, particularly 
the CAMRA festivals and 
the independently-run 
Ardrossan and Alloway 
festivals. Benefits include 
free entry and beer 
vouchers!

Staffing forms for the 
Ayrshire Real Ale festival 
should be emailed out and 
available online late July.

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
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We'd love to hear from breweries and pubs with any news snippets, events, awards etc.  
Send your info to fullpints@awcamra.org.uk

OUTLETS NEWS
The Black Horse Hotel in Newton Stewart 
started selling real ale at Easter and hopes to 
contine selling it throughout the summer.

The Weston Tavern in Kilmaurs is now offering 
10% discount to CAMRA members.

The Auld Hoose in Dalry no longer sells real ale.

The Canny Man in Lugton has changed hands 
recently. It is still selling real ale but we would 
welcome regular beer scores.

As Full Pints went to press, Marstons confirmed 
that it is withdrawing cask ale from 21 of its 
22 managed pubs in Scotland due to "poor 
throughout". The Red Squirrel, Stevenston 
which often has just one ale on tap is one of the 
affected outlets. If you would like to complain 
about the company's decision, you can send an 
email to enquiries@marstons.co.uk, or phone their 
head office on 01902 711811 and ask for Mark 
Carter, Head of Drinks Category Management.

BREWERY NEWS
Arran Brewery 
Remains committed to Dreghorn site despite 
another break-in. They are also working with 
Ayr College to establish Scotland’s first Brewery 
apprenticeships and other brewing-related 
courses. At the start of April, a press release 
announced plans to consider selling a 45% 
stake in its Loch Earn, Brewery Hotel and Visitor 
Centre, to avoid paying a higher than needed 
duty level until the brewery is established. If the 
brewery was simply to add the extra brewing 
capacity to its portfolio both sites would see 
their duty bills double instantly. 

Arran also recently expressed their opposition, 
in conjunction with SIBA, to the introduction 
of a 20p bottle recycling charge in Scotland, 
calling it rushed, deeply flawed and open to 
potential fraud, and for the Government to 
consider a wider, workable and affordable 
national scheme.

Local Pubs and Brewery News

FRASERS BAR
Millport
Find us just up the road  
from the pier

7 Cardiff Street, Millport, Isle of Cumbrae KA28 0AS
Tel: 01475 530518

Quality Cask Ales 
Served All Year

Meals Served Every Day
12 noon-2.30pm / 5.30pm-7.30pm

“Island Escape”  
self-catering  
4-star luxury 
accommodation

Book at: www.cottages4u.co.uk  
Ref: 30200

GOOD

GUIDE
BEER

W
E’RE IN IT

2019
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Largs

Fairlie

West Kilbride

Gateside
Lugton

Dunlop
Stewarton
Kilmaurs
Kilmarnock

Sorn

StairAyr

Kirkmichael

Maybole

Kirkoswald

Bargrennan

Newton Stewart

Garlieston

Bladnoch
Wigtown

Isle of Whithorn

Drummore

Sandhead

Portpatrick

Kirkcolm

Stranraer

Ardrossan Stevenston

Saltcoats
Irvine
Troon Dundonald

Prestwick

Alloway

Millport
Lochranza

Blackwaterfoot

Brodick
Lamlash

Local Breweries

Towns & villages where 
cask ale is available – 
check whatpub.co.uk 
for outlet details

Arran

Ayr

Kelburn

Strathaven

Sulwath

Five 
Kingdoms

Portpatrick

Jaw

Not to scale. Reproduced from Ordnance Survey 
map data by permission of the Ordnance Survey 
© Crown Copyright 2019

Full branch info at: www.awcamra.org.uk

Ayrshire & 
Wigtownshire
CAMRA Branch

South Ayrshire

Wigtownshire

East Ayrshire

North 
Ayrshire

Do you know of a pub or club that 
sells real ale and isn’t listed? 
Please let us know by emailing:  
pubs@awcamra.org.uk

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
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AYRSHIRE & WIGTOWNSHIRE REAL ALE OUTLETS
EAST AYRSHIRE

DUNLOP
Merito

KILMAURS
Weston Tavern § 

SORN 
Sorn Inn

STAIR
Stair Inn 

STEWARTON
The Mill House

KILMARNOCK
Saltire *
Brass & Granite 
Cookhouse & Pub
Fanny by Gaslight 
First Edition §
Wheatsheaf Inn W  

*  CAMRA members have noted that real ale is not 
always available at these outlets.

§  Special offers for card-carrying CAMRA members

SOUTH AYRSHIRE

ALLOWAY
Cambusdoon Sports 
Club

AYR
Abbotsford Hotel
Ayrshire & Galloway
Brig Inn
Chestnuts Hotel 
Glen Park Hotel

WIGTOWNSHIRE

BARGRENNAN
House O’ Hill Hotel

BLADNOCH
Bladnoch Inn

DRUMMORE
Clashwhannon

GARLIESTON
Harbour Inn

ISLE OF WHITHORN
Steam Packet Inn §

KIRKCOLM
Blue Peter Hotel

NEWTON STEWART
Black Horse Hotel
Creebridge House Hotel
Crown Hotel
Galloway Arms Hotel

PORTPATRICK
Crown Hotel 
Harbour House Hotel

SANDHEAD
Tigh na Mara Hotel

STRANRAER
Grapes § 
Ruddicot Hotel

WIGTOWN
Craft

CAMRA members are encouraged to score ales they drink in their local pub, as it assists the committee in considering outlets for inclusion in the 
Good Beer Guide. Please take a few moments to score your beers on whatpub.com if you visit them.

W  Wetherspoons vouchers accepted
#  Weekends only

NORTH AYRSHIRE 

ARDROSSAN
Ardrossan Rugby Club # 

FAIRLIE
Village Inn

GATESIDE
Gateside Inn 

IRVINE
The Auld Brig W
R&A Sports Bar
Ship Inn *(summer only)

LARGS
Bowling Club * 
J G Sharps
Largs Sailing Club #?
The Paddle Steamer W
Three Reasons
Waterside

LUGTON
Canny Man §?

MILLPORT
Fraser’s Bar 
The Twa Dugs

SALTCOATS
Salt Cot W  

STEVENSTON
The Red Squirrel

WEST KILBRIDE
The Twa Dugs 

ISLE OF ARRAN 

BLACKWATERFOOT
Kinloch Hotel 
Blackwaterfoot Lodge

BRODICK
Arran Brewery § W  
Brodick Bar *
Ormidale Hotel
Wine Port 

LAMLASH
Drift Inn
Pierhead Tavern

LOCHRANZA
Lochranza Hotel

Smoking Goat
Tam o’ Shanter
Twa Dugs
Wellingtons Bar
West Kirk W

DUNDONALD
The Auchans

KIRKMICHAEL
Kirkmichael Arms

KIRKOSWALD
Souter’s Inn

MAYBOLE 
Maybole Arms 

PRESTWICK 
Prestwick Pioneer W   

TROON
Bruce’s Well
Cheeky Charlie’s
Harbour Bar *
McKay’s 
Marr Rugby Club #
South Beach Hotel *

Current Branch Area Pub of the Year
Overall Branch Pub of the Year 2019
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Members' area on national website
Every CAMRA member has access to a dedicated members area on the national website:  
www.camra.org.uk > Sign-in. You just need your membership number and there's a link available if 
you don't know your password. Once logged in you can check that your email address is correct 
and that other membership details are correct at members.camra.org.uk > Member Dashboard > My 
Membership > Edit Membership > Preferences

And whilst logged in, why not visit CAMRA's Discourse discussion forum and take part in 
conversations on a multitude of topics at discourse.camra.org.uk.

Full contact information can be found on your local authority website:
www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
www.east-ayrshire.gov.uk
www.south-ayrshire.gov.uk
www.dumgal.gov.uk

TRADING STANDARDS

IRVINE: 
Tel: 01294 310100

KILMARNOCK: 
Tel: 01563 576602

If you have any complaint about your beer, such as poor quality or short 
measure, or there is no price list displayed, you should remain polite and speak 
to the management of the pub concerned in the first instance.

If you need to pursue the complaint further, contact your local Trading Standards office or 
Citizen’s Advice Bureau and they will guide you to the next appropriate step.

AYR: 
Tel: 01292 616060

STRANRAER: 
Tel: 03033 333000

It is with sadness that we note 
the recent passing of a former 
CAMRA National Exectutive 
member and long time member 
of the Glasgow CAMRA branch. 

Alistair Boyd, 77, was passionate 
about cider, foreign beers, as well 
as real ale, and had a wonderfully 
dry sense of humour! He will be 
sadly missed. His funeral took 
place on Thursday 30th May.

Alistair Boyd

PHOTO: GLASGOW CAMRA

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
http://www.camra.org.uk
http://Discourse discussion forum
http://discourse.camra.org.uk
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Summer of Pub
For many years now the start of my summer has been 
defined as the day when I get to drink my first pint of 
real ale in a beer garden. For me this happened on 11th 
May when I was in Belfast for our quarterly Scotland 
& NI Branches meeting. The sun was shining, people 
were happy and my pint was freshly pulled, sparking 
and cool!

Seems my idea of a perfect 
summer day that involves 
enjoying a pint in a beer 
garden has been picked up by 
the Campaigns Team at HQ. If 
your idea of a perfect British 
summer involves a pint and 
a pub-garden, then you’re in 
luck. CAMRA's latest campaign 
is all about visiting your local – 
and getting involved is as easy 
as grabbing a pint! The aim of 
Summer of Pub is simple – we 
want more people socialising 
in the pub this summer. 
Pubs face many threats but 
campaigning for them can be 
fun - why not grab a beer to 
find out more?

Why not book an afternoon in 
the diary this summer and get 
down to one! Snap a photo of 
yourself and your friends in 
your favourite beer garden and 

share on twitter @awcamra 
using #summerofpub! In 
addition each year, CAMRA 
branches across the country 
celebrate Beer Day Britain 
on 15th June by visiting their 
local pub and taking part in 
a National Cheers to Beer at 
7pm, using the #CheersToBeer. 
So this year you can say 
"Cheers" in a beer garden! 
Keep an eye out on social 
media for things happening in 
your area.

The UK boasts a huge variety 
of pubs catering for every 
taste and personality - find 
yours and head there for fun, 
friendship and sunshine. There 
are some great beer gardens 
in Ayrshire and Wigtownshire. 
Just head to WhatPub.com 
and filter for pubs with a 
pub garden. I’ve been told 

some of the best local ones 
are: Village Inn, Fairlie; First 
Edition, Kilmarnock; McKays, 
Troon; Steam Packet Inn, Isle 
of Whithorn and the Pierhead 
Tavern, Lamlash. What's yours?

Remember to send your 
nominations in for your 
Branch's Beer Garden of the 
Summer to chair@awcamra.
org.uk before June 24th, and 
join the branch for a special 
presentation award in the 
winning pub at a future date.

See you in a beer garden!  
 
Cheers! Sarah

by Sarah Crawford, CAMRA Scotland &  
Northern Ireland Regional Director
Email: rd.scotlandni@camra.org.uk
Tel: 07846 856 930

Sarah
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Locally owned, 
refurbished pub 

with regular 
quiz nights 

& live music!!

71 Main Street
West Kilbride

KA23 9DS
     01294 822524

Bar Snacks now available
Thu: 1-7pm;  Fri-Sun: 12-7pm

GOOD

GUIDE
BEER

W
E’RE IN IT

2019

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
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23 CAMRA members and five guests took part in this 
year's trip which moved to The Scottish Grand National 
Day because of a clash with the Dundee Members' 
Weekend. Seven pubs were again visited on the day. 

The course was the same as in previous years but tackled in 'reverse' 
due to the earlier start of the Scottish Race. Transport was provided 
by McCulloch's Coaches of Stoneykirk. We were also delighted to 
welcome Martin Hammell of Hadrian Border Brewery whose beers 
feature regularly in Wigtownshire outlets, as well as Rob and Cathy 
Bone from Surrey who had been at Dundee and decided to join us 
for the day as Cathy has Stranraer family connections.

Once again runners gathered at the Ruddicot Hotel, Stranraer 
starting post for 1pm – Portpatrick Fog Horn IPA got us off to a 
good start. First fence on the course, after an easy canter along the 
shores of Loch Ryan, was the Blue Peter Hotel, Kirkcolm where the 
excellent Born in the Borders Game Bird was waiting. From there we 
headed over to Portpatrick where we took in the race and sampled 
Hadrian Borders Tyneside Blonde and Portpatrick Fog Horn in the 
Crown Hotel with Marston's Old Speckled Hen available next door in 
Harbour House Hotel. 

Next fence involved a drive down the side of Luce Bay to the 
Clashwhannon, Drummore where we were welcomed with Box 
Steam Soul Train and the delicious Titanic Plum Porter. Thistly Cross 
cider was available which also was well received. Turning for home 
and with the pace now picking up we galloped back up the coast 
to visit Tigh-na-Mara Hotel, Sandhead to sample Hadrian Border's 
new Northern Pale before racing down the home straight to The 
Grapes, Stranraer just after 6pm where we enjoyed Gales Seafarer's 
and more Northern Pale along with a closing buffet. All too soon, 
Ayrshire members took their leave in order to catch the 1903 train.

The sweepstake winners this year were: 1st (£30) – Stephen Gibson 
(Guest); 2nd (£20) – Sheila McNeill, and 3rd (£10) – Kenny McIsaac.
Next year's event will revert to Grand National Day on Sat 4th April. 
A few bookings have already been taken, so if you are up for it next 
year, just get in touch. Thanks to 
all participants for their support, 
especially those from Ayrshire 
and further afield, and to all the 
publicans for their hospitality and 
excellent beers. Finally, thanks to 
Simon McCulloch, our driver, who 
got us all round the course safely 
and in good time with no fallers!

Here's to next year!
Malcolm

Rhins of Galloway Scottish 
Grand National Coach Trip

Ruddicot Hotel

Blue Peter Hotel

Clashwhannon

Tigh Na Mara

Empty plates at The Grapes

All the runners and riders 
at the Clashwhannon

By Malcolm McNeil



www.awcamra.org.uk

18

Located in the village of Dundonald, The Auchans 

is a family run Restaurant - Bar with a fresh 

modern twist, and a friendly relaxed atmosphere 

oozing charm & character. We have a great 

selection of beer & wine including 2 cask ales. 

The Auchans has been tastefully restored with 

original stone walls & real oak wood beams. 

Owned by the Kerr family, from the village, 

The Auchans is the 2nd addition to the business. 

The 1st, The Waterfront in Ayr, opened in 2012 is 

a relaxed, stylish restaurant- bar situated 

overlooking the River Ayr.

29 MAIN STREET
DUNDONALD, KA2 9HH

 Telephone: 01563 851472
E-Mail:  info@theauchans.co.uk

Web:  www.theauchans.co.uk

www.facebook.com/theauchansdundonald
for details of our latest o�ers & promotions 

The Waterside
Bath Street, Largs 

Tel: 01475 672224

Two Real Ales from Kelburn available

Wednesdays - Poker
Fridays - Karaoke

Mondays - Poker

Food available every day except Monday, noon - 5pm
Check out our entertainment  
programme on Facebook

Saturdays - Live Music
Sundays - Open Mic Night

GOOD

GUIDE
BEER

W
E’RE IN IT

2019

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
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We'd love to hear from breweries and pubs with any news snippets, events, awards etc. Send 
your info to fullpints@awcamra.org.uk

Our Branch has Social Groups which 
meet regularly covering North, South 
and East Ayrshire, and Wigtownshire. 
All CAMRA members are encouraged 
to attend these informal events, but 
non-CAMRA members are always 
welcome to join us for a couple of 
hours of friendly chat and socialising. 

For more information, please contact 
the area coordinators listed below:

North Ayrshire - meets 3rd Thursday of every 
month. Contact Ian Middleditch.  
Email: north-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk

South Ayrshire - VACANT 
Email: south-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk

East Ayrshire - meets last Wednesday of 
every month. Contact Matt Miller. Email:  
east-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk

Wigtownshire - contact Malcolm McNeil for 
details. Email: wigtownshire@awcamra.org.uk

BRANCH SOCIAL ACTIVITIES
Additionally, we hold social outings on a regular 
basis to other festivals (e.g. Alloa and Fife) and 
breweries such as Loch Lomond, Broughton 
and Strathaven. See www.awcamra.org.uk for 
details or contact social@awcamra.org.uk  for more 
information.

Enjoying the Scottish National bus trip around the  
Rhins of Galloway.

GETTING AROUND

Listed below are some  
useful contact details for  
transport providers in our Branch area.

STAGECOACH WEST SCOTLAND  www.stagecoachbus.com
Tel: 01294 607007 (Ardrossan)
 01292 613500 (Ayr) 
 01776 704484 (Stranraer) 
 01770 302000 (Arran)
 07736 892253 (Disability Helpdesk)

SHUTTLE BUSES  www.shuttlebuses.co.uk
Tel: 0800 072 0373 

McGILL'S BUSES  www.mcgillsbuses.co.uk
Tel: 08000 51 56 51

SCOTRAIL  www.scotrail.co.uk
Tel: 0344 811 0141

CALEDONIAN MACBRAYNE  www.calmac.co.uk
Tel: 0800 066 5000

TRAVELINE SCOTLAND www.travelinescotland.com

AYRSHIRE and

WIGTOWNSHIRE

Our Ale Trails using public transport are 
currenlty being updated and will be available 
on our website soon, www.awcamra.org.uk
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The Tam O’Shanter Inn is offically Ayr’s oldest public house. Established in 1749 it 
has served the people of Ayr through countless generations, and still offers the best 

Whiskies and locally-brewed Real Ales on the premises.

We are proud to serve Ales from our local ‘Ayr Brewing Company’ who provide us 
with such delights as Leezie Lundie and Jolly Beggar’s.

Local fayre has been served on the premises for over 25 years – on offer within  
the bar or restaurant situated next door, are Cullen Skink to Haggis Nachos,  
traditional Haggis, Neeps and Tatties to Guinness Steak Pie – we serve it all.

The Tam O’Shanter Inn, 230 High Street, Ayr, KA7 1RQ
Tel: 01292 611684
Catch us on our Instagram or Facebook pages for the latest news and offers.

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
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SUMMER DIARY DATES
Please check www.awcamra.org.uk for up-to-date details of all our Branch events. 
A monthly email is sent at the start of each month to our members listing forthcoming events 
- if you don't receive this, please check your email Junk/Spam mailbox and confirm your email 
address at www.camra.org.uk. Details are also published on our Facebook and Twitter pages.

@awcamra  
@troonbeerfest

Ayrshire & Wigtownshire CAMRA
Ayrshire Real Ale Festival

CODE OF CONDUCT
Our wish is for everyone to enjoy themselves and 
have fun on our trips and events. However please 
remember that trip organisers have only volunteered 
to arrange times and /or travel arrangements and to 
provide information about the venue(s). 

CAMRA promotes responsible drinking and so 
excessive drinking will not be tolerated on CAMRA 
outings. Members should not behave in any manner 
that may bring the Campaign into disrepute. Any 
member doing so may be barred from future 
events. You are responsible for your own safety and 
wellbeing. If you have an existing medical condition 
that requires support you must bring your own 
backup/carer with you. 

JUNE 2019
Sat 8 Branch Pub of the Year Presentation and Branch 

Meeting, The Twa Dugs, West Kilbride, 2pm
Mon 10 Beer Festival Planning Meeting, South Beach Hotel, 

Troon, 8pm
Tues 18 South Ayrshire Social, West Kirk, Ayr, 8pm
Thu 20 - 
Sat 22

Glasgow CAMRA Real Ale Festival, The Briggait. 
Branch Social, Thu 20 from 7.30pm. See 
glasgowrealalefestival.co.uk for more info or to 
volunteer.

Mon 24 Committee Meeting, The Twa Dugs, West Kilbride, 8pm
Wed 26 East Ayrshire Social, Saltire, Kilmarnock, 7.30pm
Thu 27 - 
Sat 29

Ardrossan Accies Beer & Music Festival. North 
Ayrshire Social on Thu 27 from 7.30pm. 

Sat 29 Wigtownshire Social – BBQ Social, Blue Peter Hotel, 
Kirkcolm, see p30 for details

JULY 2019
Thu 18 North Ayrshire Social, JG Sharps, Largs, 8pm
Fri 19 -  
Sat 20

Grapes Beer Festival, Stranraer. Wigtownshire Social 
on Sat 20 from 12 noon

Mon 22 Beer Festival Planning Meeting, R&A Sports Bar, 
Irvine, 8pm

Sat 27 East Ayrshire Minibus Social to Sorn Inn and Stair Inn. 
Details and bookings via Matt Miller, east.ayrshire@
awcamra.org.uk

AUGUST 2019
Sat 3 - 
Sun 4 

Alloway Beer Festival, Cambusdoon Sports Club, 
including Branch Club of the Year presentation on 
Sat 3rd

Thu 15 North Ayrshire Social, Venue tbc
Sat 17 TBC - CBOB Competition heat, followed by mini beer 

festival - venue tbc
Sat 24 Wigtownshire Social to Sulwath Brewery Summer 

Beer Festival
Sat 24 Arran Beer Festival, Kinloch Hotel, Blackwaterfoot
Wed 28 East Ayrshire Social, Brass & Granite, Kilmarnock , 

7.30pm
Sat 31 Beith Beer Festival, Geilsland, 1pm-9pm

OCTOBER 2019
Thu 3 - 
Sat 5

20th Ayrshire Real Ale Festival, Troon Concert Hall, 
featuring 160+ ales and cider, live music

�
�
��

Every CAMRA branch adheres to CAMRA’s 
privacy policy. Within our branch we use a 
centralised communications tool for sending 
out our monthly emails to our branch 
members. 

However, for certain aspects of our work, for 
example, the beer festival, we will occasionally 
need to contact folk directly by way of having 
a ‘legitimate interest’. Any communications 
from our branch will contain details of how 
to unsubscribe from the emails if that is your 
desire. However, our hope is that as a member 
of CAMRA, you value the information that is 
sent to you, and that it is useful, particularly at 
branch level. If it isn’t, then please talk to us in 
the first instance so we can understand your 
concerns.

You can check your email address is correct 
at www.camra.org.uk. Sign in using your 
memebrship details, and select 'Edit your 
membership information'.
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Subscribe & Save
We publish 6 issues annually and cover every aspect of the Ayrshire lifestyle.  

By purchasing a subscription directly from us at ayrshiremagazine.com  
is the best way to show your support for what we do  

and for independent publishing as a whole.

Digital 
Subscription

Print & Digital 
Subscription
•  6 issues delivered to your door

•  AM Members Card

•  Exclusive Discounts

•  Access to the Ayrshire Magazine Archive

£1
PER MONTH

£2
PER MONTH

•  The Digital Edition of Ayrshire Magazine

•  AM Members Card

•  Exclusive Discounts

•  Access to the Ayrshire Magazine Archive

RECEIVE 10% OFF AT LOCAL RETAILERS

*T&C’s may apply, please check with each retailer

www.ayrshiremagazine.com/subscribe

http://www.awcamra.org.uk


23

Summer 2019

Telephone: 01671 402121  Fax: 01671 403258
www.creebridge.co.uk   Email: info@creebridge.co.uk

Creebridge House Hotel, Newton Stewart, Wigtownshire DG8 6NP

Meals Served Daily
12-2pm and 6-9pm

Traditional Roast Served every Sunday
Extensive Bar Menu

Award-winning Table D’Hôte
and À La Carte Dining Available

REAL ALES SERVED HERE
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL:  07826 542149
WWW.PORTPATRICK-BREWERY.CO.UK

REFRESHING THE RHINS AND BEYOND...

F O O D  S E R V E D

M O N D AY  N I G H T

W E E K LY

T I L L  7 P M  D A I LY

Q U I Z  9 P M

G U E S T  A L E

G�d Drink, G�d F�d, G�d Times!

T H R E E
R E A S O N S

T H E  

F R E E  H O U S E  |  B A R  &  D I N E R

thethreereasonslargs

14 GALLOWGATE STREET, LARGS KA30 8LX
CALL: 01475 672330 MAIL: enquir ies@thethreereasons .co.uk

VISIT: www.thethreereasons .co.uk

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
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In every edition of Full Pints, we 
make a plea for CAMRA members 
to score their ales that they drink 
on www.whatpub.com. 

There are three very simple steps to take 
in order to do this on your smartphone or 
computer:

1. Sign in to whatpub.com with your CAMRA 
membership number and password 

2. Select the pub you wish to score.

3. Score your beer using the criteria below, 
and select the brewery and then the 
beer and finally hit the Submit button. 

Whilst on the pub's page, please take a 
few moments to check the details and if 
you think anything needs amended, you 
can email the updates by clicking the 
update tab (4).

If scoring a pub with a very low score (0 
or 0.5) it would be helpful to also include 
some comments as to why that score 
has been given. We can then monitor 
for consistently poor, or no, ale being 
available. We also can't stress enough 
that a 5 should only be given on the very 
rare occasion that a beer is in optimum 
condition. 

Overall though, your scores help our 
branch select the best pubs for inclusion in 
the Good Beer Guide - each year we have 
to select just 27 pubs from the 70 or so in 
our branch area.

Your Beer Scoring makes a 
difference at WhatPub.com

HOW SHOULD I SCORE THE QUALITY OF THE BEER?
0: Should only be used if no cask ale is available
0.5 -1: Poor Beer is anything from barely drinkable to drinkable with considerable resentment.
2: Average Competently kept, drinkable pint but doesn’t inspire in any way, not worth moving to 

another pub but you drink the beer without really noticing.
3: Good Good beer in good form. You may cancel plans to move to the next pub.  

You want to stay for another pint and may seek out the beer again
4: Very Good Excellent beer in excellent condition. You stay put!
5: Perfect Probably the best you are ever likely to find.  

A seasoned drinker will award this score very rarely.

1 2

3 4
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RAY’S ROUND UP
“The Tay, the Tay, the silvery Tay, 
it flows from Perth to Dundee every 
day” with apologies to William Topaz 
McGonagall.

I left you at the end of the previous issue 
heading for the Member’s Weekend in 
Dundee, and what a weekend it was! From 
the Organising Committee’s point of view 
everything went very well but, in my opinion, 
the order of business was a bit thin this year.

Stuart, our Editor, did well picking up CAMRA 
Magazine of the Year award with “Full Pints” for 
a third time. The talented lad also did a set on 
the Caird Hall pipe organ at Saturday lunch time 
which was well appreciated by the members.  

Of the 70 beers on the members’ bar, my 
favourite by some margin was Swannay Orkney 
IPA, the Champion Beer of Scotland. I also 
enjoyed David’s Not So Bitter from Spey Valley 
although I really wanted Sunshine on Keith but, 
unfortunately it had run out by the time I got 
to it. 

Some of you may be aware that I am very 
fond of Dundee, having spent a few years 
there in the late seventies working for the City 
Engineer’s Office. Those were the glory days of 
United with Hamish McAlpine in goal, Heggarty 

and Neary 
in defence 
and 
Sturrock 
and Bannon 
on the wings 
putting in 
crosses for Davy 
Dodds to nod in. I seem 
to recall they reached one of the European 
finals in the Jim McLean era.

Michael Marra, also a great talent from the city, 
encapsulated the United football team in his 
song “Hamish the Goalie” famous for his big 
boot clearances, kicking balls from “Tannadice 
into Invergowrie Bay”. Another of his songs 
refers to “Frida Kahlo’s Visit to the Tay Bridge 
Bar which is a little further up the Perth Road 
from the Phoenix. If you kept going though, 
you would reach my favourite pub outside the 
venue, the Speedwell Bar, better known as 
Mennie’s after the family which ran it for over 
forty years.

Not quite covering forty years, but not far off, 
was a gathering of former Scotland & Northern 
Ireland Branches Directors (SNIDs) at the 
conference this year. Editor Stuart managed to 
get us all together at lunch time on Sunday for 
a group photograph before we headed home. 
That boy gets everywhere!

RA

Y’S ROUND UPby Ray Turpie,  
Branch Vice Chairman

What do you call a group of SNID's?  
Pictured below l-r: Sarah Crawford (current SNID), Ray Turpie, Lindsay Grant, Ken Davie, Colin Valentine, George Howie, and Ted Sharp

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
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With the V&A Museum and all the other 
attractions now available, Dundee is no longer 
just Jute, Jam and Journalism but another 
venue for a good day out.

So that was the Scottish version of the 
Members’ Weekend done and dusted for the 
foreseeable future. No doubt, by the time the 
next one is north of the border, I will be long 
gone. However, I am looking forward already to 
York next year from 3-5 April. The year after is 
Sheffield which would take me full cycle since 
the first time I attended.

Over the next few months, I have trips planned 
for Southern Ireland and Manchester but more 
of that later. It will soon be time for the Great 
British Beer Festival from 6-10th August at 
London Olympia. If you have never been to one 
you should try and make it at least once so put 
it on your bucket list. This could well be my final 
visit as I am planning to wind down at the end 
of this year.

In the meantime, try and get along to the 
Glasgow CAMRA Beer Festival in the Briggait 
from 20-22nd June or some of our local 
independent festivals. Enjoy your beers over the 
summer. 

Cheers! 
 
Ray

V&A Dundee

Caird Hall

The busy Members' Bar in the Caird Hall

     The Phoenix Speedwell Bar / Mennies Tay Bridge Bar
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Join the campaign today at
www.camra.org.uk/joinup

Join us, and together we can protect the traditions of great  
British pubs and everything that goes with them.
Become part of the CAMRA community today – enjoy 
discounted entry to beer festivals and exclusive member 
offers. Learn about brewing and beer and join like-minded 
people supporting our campaigns to save pubs, clubs,  
your pint and more. 

*Price for paying by Direct Debit and correct at April 2019. Concessionary rates available.  
Please visit camra.org.uk/membership-rates

Join up, join in,  
join the campaign

Discover  
why we joined.
camra.org.uk/ 

10reasons

Includes 

£30  
Real Ale

Cider & Perry
Vouchers

From  
as little as 

£26.50*
a year. That’s less 

than a pint a  
month!

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
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great reasons  
to join CAMRA10

What’s yours?  
Discover your reason 
and join the campaign today:
www.camra.org.uk/10reasons

1 2CAMPAIGN
for great beer, cider and perry   

Become a    

BEER EXPERT                                      

3 4
Enjoy CAMRA 

BEER FESTIVALS  
in front of or behind the bar                                                                   

GET INVOLVED
and make new friends                                               

5 6Save      

YOUR LOCAL                                             
Find the       

BEST PUBS  
IN BRITAIN      

87
Get great        

VALUE FOR 
MONEY                                             

DISCOVER 
pub heritage and the 
great outdoors

9
Enjoy great      

HEALTH BENEFITS   
(really!)                                                                                                        10 HAVE YOUR SAY   
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Many people think of Wigtownshire as 
a quiet almost sleepy part of Scotland. 
Not this summer! There's plenty going 
on particularly in the west of the 
county and most of the events are 
free of charge.

It's now nearly eight years since the last ferry 
sailed out of Stranraer for Belfast leaving 
behind a real barren eyesore as visitors enter 
the town. Thankfully, several groups of local 
people are working to improve the town's 
image, with particular focus on the town's 
waterfront and the opportunities to develop 
Loch Ryan as a water sport centre.

Stranraer Coastal Rowing Club is hosting the 
2019 Skiffieworlds World Championships 
for St. Ayles skiffs from Sunday 7 July until 
Saturday 13th July. Racing takes place every 
day with finals on Saturday. These are 'proper' 
rowing boats with crews of five and at the 
time of writing, 56 Club entries from all over 
the world have been received-USA, Canada, 
Australia Netherlands as well as from UK and 
Ireland. Over 1,200 competitors are expected 
with ages ranging from under 17 to over 70. 
There will also be a large Shoreline Festival 
all week boasting an Artisan Market,open air 
cinema, full bar, live music and lots of varied 
activities to suit all ages. Sulwath Brewery and 
Five Kingdoms will be selling bottled beers in 
the market and while real ale will not be on sale 
in the event bar, it's not far to pop along to The 
Grapes or Ruddicot Hotel in town for a couple 
of pints! A major and very colourful event. More 
details from their website.

Almost as soon as Skiffieworlds finishes, 
Stranraer Scottish Week runs from Saturday 
20-Friday 26 July with The Grapes, Stranraer 
kicking the week off with a mini beer festival 
starting on the Friday night. Last year's was a 
resounding success with almost all of the seven 
beers sold out. We have 
a Wigtownshire CAMRA 
Social on the Saturday 
afternoon from 2pm-ish 
but If you can't make that, 
there is live music in the 
bar on Friday evening.

The final major event 
in Stranraer is the third 
Stranraer Oyster Festival 
over the weekend of 13-15 
September. Over 10,000 
people attended the first 
two events and this year 
promises to be even bigger 
and better. Negotiations are under way to see if 
a special train could be run from Ayr. There is a 
Wigtownshire CAMRA social on Saturday 14th 
and Portpatrick, Sulwath and Five Kingdoms 
breweries will all have real ales available. More 
details on this year's Festival will hopefully be in 
the autumn edition of Full Pints.

Before all that though, on 
Sat 29 June, there will be 
social trip to the Blue Peter 
Hotel, Kirkcolm for their 
Bangers, Burgers and Beer 
BBQ. Depart on the 408 
bus service from Stranraer 
at 1410, Port Rodie; return 
by same from Kirkcolm at 1744. Numbers to 
Malcolm by Saturday 22 June.

Other notable local events where real ale is 
readily available and local members will be out 
and about include:
• Newton Stewart and Minigaff Traditional 

Music and Dance Festival featuring Dougie 
MacLean in concert. 12- 14 July (check event 
website for events and charges).

• Portpatrick Lifeboat Week 28 July-4 August
• Portpatrick Folk Festival 6-8 September
• Sulwath Brewery Beer Festival, Brewery Tap, 

WIGTOWNSHIRE NEWS

For more info on Wigtownshire events and outlets please contact: 
Malcolm McNeil (Email: wigtownshire@awcamra.org.uk)

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
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Castle Douglas, Saturday 
24 August: 500 bus service 
from Stranraer Port Rodie 
at 1230 via Newton Stewart, 
Creetown (1418 Castle 
Douglas), returning 1802 
ex Castle Douglas (1946 
Stranraer)

• Wigtown Book Festival, 
September 26-October 6. 
(Details on website).

So, lots to keep you 
entertained if visiting the area 
over the summer.

CLASHWHANNON
Martin Appleton, proprietor of 
Clashwhannon Caravan Park 
and Public House regrettably 
suffered a severe and totally 
unexpected stroke on 22nd 
February. At the time of 
writing, he was still in hospital 
in Stranraer but is making 
progress, managing a few 
steps towards the end of April. 
The family hope he will get 
back home towards the end 
of June. Meantime his wife 
Louise is doing a terrific job 
in keeping the business going  
and has been overwhelmed 
by the many offers of help 
and support she has received. 
In particular she would like 
to thank Susanne Campbell, 
a staff supervisor who has 
quickly had to learn the ropes 
(pipes?) in looking after 
the excellent Real Ales they 
continue to offer as well as 
the rest of her staff for their 
commitment. Thanks are due 
too, to Ian Murray, formerly of 
Blue Peter Hotel, Kirkcolm for 
his practical help and advice 
given over recent weeks.

All at Ayrshire and 
Wigtownshire CAMRA send 
their best wishes to Martin, 
Louise and all at 'The Clash' for 
the months that lie ahead.

FORTH VALLEY 
CAMRA MILD TRAIL
Every year, the Forth Valley CAMRA Branch 
organises a very popular Mild Trail by Rail 
event stretching from Dunblane down to 
Linlithgow, where selected real ale pubs aim 
to have at least one mild ale available. This 
year's event was held from Fri 10 - Sun 12 
May and a number of folks from Ayrshire and 
Renfrewshire branches supported the event. 

I finished my work in Glasgow at lunchtime on 
the Friday and initially travelled to Stirling where 
I visited three pubs, each serving a different mild 
ale: No.2 Baker Street had Hybrid Brewing's 
(Grangemouth) Sesh! 60/- ale. Having puffed my 
way up the hill to the castle and the Portcullis 
Hotel, Hybrid's Sesh! and Kendo Mild were on tap. 
A short walk downhill to the Settle Inn saw another 
local ale Tryst (Larbert) Brockville Dark which was 
in excellent condition. I also met some of the Forth 
Valley CAMRA folks here, including event organise, 
Jonathan Harris.

On leaving there, word had reached us that there 
was no mild available in Dunblane at the Riverside 
Hotel. However, undeterred, I jumped on the train 
up to Dunblane where I was able to sample a new 
beer from Loch Lomond Brewery – Great White, 
described as a 5% white session IPA, though it's 
really more of a hazy wheat beer. Nice stuff.

From Dunblane, and the first of some heavy 
showers, it was down to Bridge of Allan and the 
Allanwater Taphouse. In here I met another group 
of CAMRA folks, this time from Tayside and Fife! 
Allanwater had three of their own home-brewed 
milds available - Maple, Chocolate and Golden. My 
favourite was the Golden, finding the other two 
rather sweet for my palette.

The final stop was then down at Larbert's Station 
Hotel where they had Shiny Brewery's (Derby) 
Coffee Cake Mild available. 

Whilst I didn't visit the Falkirk and Linlithgow 
outlets, in Falkirk, two out of the three pubs had 
a mild available, and the two in Linlithgow had 
several milds available as well. A great day out, 
enjoyed by most folk. Looking forward to next 
year's event already!

By Stuart McMahon
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The Scottish Brewing Archive (SBA) was established in the early 1980s by Heriot-Watt 
University’s Brewing Department with financial support from the brewing industry to begin with.

Key players were Professor Anna Macleod and Geoff Palmer (now Sir Geoff). Today Sir Geoff 
continues to give talks, write papers and books putting his knowledge, experience, energy and 
charisma at the service of brewing history and social issues. The SBA was officially opened by Sir 
William McEwan-Younger Bt. in 1982, coinciding with its first exhibition.

In 1991 the Archive was transferred to the University of Glasgow Archive Services where 
environmentally controlled facilities were available. The SBA now has an excellent reading  
room readily accessed by public transport for visiting (by prior appointment) for 
research or study. It is also very convenient for the award-winning real ale pub 
The Three Judges!

The Scottish Brewing Archive Association (SBAA) was formed in 2008 to 
support and promote the SBA by voluntary efforts from SBAA members.  
SBAA’s main aim is to promote Scottish brewing history in the following ways:

Community: Bringing people with 
a passion for Scottish brewing 
together, both online and at events 
throughout the year.

Storytelling: Sharing the story of 
Scotland’s brewing heritage through 
talks, tours and research.

Tomorrow’s History:  
Engaging with today’s brewers 
to record their stories for future 
generations.

SBAA MEMBERSHIP GIVES YOU:
• Free and discounted event attendance
• Social and networking opportunities
• Guidance and advice on the archive and 

brewing history
• Regular newsletters
• The annual SBAA Journal
• Member Directory and Corporate Gallery
• Create value for future generations and 

your brand
• Access to funded projects

We want to be more proactive in working with CAMRA members to document Scotland’s 
brewing history as it happens. What happens today becomes history tomorrow.  

An unprecedented number of breweries are springing up in Scotland  
and it is imperative that their stories are preserved for the future.

PLEASE JOIN US AND MAKE IT AN EVEN BETTER JOURNEY!
www.scottishbrewingarchive.co.uk  E: info@scottishbrewingarchive.co.uk

Scottish Brewing Archive Association
Promoting the History of Brewing in Scotland

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
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This year the Great British Beer Festival takes  
you on a journey from the smallest seed to the 
perfect pint! Experience the natural magic of  

grain to glass, while enjoying live music,  
fabulous food and more…

6-10 August • Olympia London

The live beer
experience

Book your tickets today 

gbbf.org.uk

PLUS Cider & Perry • NEW Wine & Gin Bar • Music • Street Food
NEW International Beer Festival • Entertainment • NEW Beer Discovery Zone

Supporting

your local

Breweries
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3rd-5th Oct 2019
THURS 3rd:
12 noon (CAMRA MEMBERS)
2pm - 11pm (Public Session)
FRI 4th / Sat 5th: 
11am - 11pm

ADMISSION (over 18’s only):
£5 (CAMRA MEMBERS)
£7 (non-CAMRA)
Thursday: Under 25’s - £5 (all day)
Saturday after 7pm: £2 (CAMRA) / £3 (non-CAMRA)

TROON
CONCERT
HALL

real ale | cider | perry
wine | live music | food

Scotland’s largest cask ale festival
featuring over 160 di�erent ales

ayrshirebeerfestival.co.uk
AyrshireRealAleFestival @TroonBeerFest

AYRSHIRE
TWENTIETH

REAL ALE FESTIVAL

2019

MAIN FESTIVAL SPONSOR:

Admission includes 
festival glass and 

programme. 
Free re-entry with 

this year’s glass

Hosting 2019 CAMRA Champion Beer of Scotland Competition

2019 Walker Hall Bar Theme: Border Beers

ORGANISED BY
AYRSHIRE & 
WIGTOWNSHIRE 
CAMRA BRANCH

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
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Summer 2019A wealth of history, great pubs 
and beer awaits you

Central Hall, West Campus, 
University of York

Hosted by York CAMRA

CAMRA AGM York advert AW.indd   1 14/02/2019   10:27
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The Road and the Miles to Dundee
Over 850 CAMRA Members attended this year’s National Members’ Weekend, 
AGM and Conference in Dundee’s Caird Hall – and it has been described by 
many as one of the best weekends in recent times – a credit to the hard-
working organising committee, of which I was proud to be a member.

This was my first ever 
Members’ Weekend, and it 
really was enjoyable and great 
fun. I arrived in Dundee on 
the Thursday afternoon, and 
was soon pressed into action 
helping to stuff the members’ 
goody bags with printed 
materials and a mini jar of 
local marmalade! Later on I 
met fellow Ayrshire member 
George Bryden in one of the 
local pubs and we then headed 
up to a volunteers’ social in 
the Speedwell Bar before 
wandering back down to the 
City Centre via the George 
Orwell and Phoenix pubs. 

Friday morning saw myself 
and the ‘Garnock Giraffes’ 
(Ian, Andy, Bob and Stuart) 
attend an off-flavours tasting 

course run by CAMRA 
stalwart Christine Cryne. I’m 
delighted to say we all passed 
the course! Then it was back 
down to the Caird Hall just in 
time for the opening of the 
Members’ Bar to attendees. 
The bar showcased 70 ales 
from around Scotland, with 
many award-winning favourites 
being available – much to the 
drinkers’ delights.

Saturday morning saw the 
AGM conference start and, as 
a teller, I managed to stretch 
my legs on a few occasions 
when a vote was required. 
The conference itself is the 
opportunity for branches or 
individuals to raise motions 
relating to CAMRA business. 
This year there were only 
11 motions, all of which had 
good debate - full details 
are in What's Brewing. Guest 
speaker was John Shearer, 
President, Scottish Licensed 
Trade Association (SLTA) – he 
gave a summary of the kind of 
work that SLTA does around 
the country, but, as a personal 
opinion, he was not well versed 
on the work of CAMRA and the 
campaigns we support. More 
work needed there. 

During Saturday’s lunchtime 
break I gave a 40-minute 
recital on the Caird Hall’s 
historic 3-manual pipe organ 
which was great fun, and 
enjoyed by many – just a 
pity that you couldn’t see 
the organ behind the stage 
due to the various curtains 
and projector backdrops. My 
thanks to the Friends of the 
Caird Hall Organ, and Dundee 
City organist Stuart Muir for 
allowing me to play it. You 
can watch a short video of 
me practicing here: youtu.be/
u2O5vqyfhH4

After the business was finished 
on Saturday afternoon, there 
were breakout fringe activities 
covering a range of topics 

By Stuart McMahon

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
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including Risk Assessments, 
Beer Festival Planning, 
Lobbying your MP, Setting up 
a Community Pub and Getting 
the Best Deals for CAMRA.

I took the opportunity to visit 
some pubs in Broughty Ferry, 
and escorted some non-local 
CAMRA members to the first 
of the local pubs, which were 
already busy and augmented 
with other CAMRA members 
(plus, it was also the Grand 
National afternoon). 

On reaching the Ship Inn, 
hoping for a quiet pint, I 
was confronted by the sight 
of the four fully-costumed 
“Dennis the Menaces” – namely 
Ian, Andy, Bob and Stuart! 
They proved to be quite an 
attraction over the course of 
the weekend.

There were pre-booked 
organised trips on Friday 
and Saturday evenings to 
Inveralmond Brewery in Perth, 
St Andrews Brewery and Loch 
Leven Brewery in Kinross, and 
a walking trip to the local 71 
Brewing in Dundee. Everyone 
seemed to enjoy them.

During Sunday morning’s 
business the award was 
presented for the Most 
Improved and Overall Best 
Magazine – the latter which 
was retained and won by 
ourselves for third time – a 
most unexpected, but greatly 
appreciated, award.

Conference business finished, 
and it was time to try and drink 
the members’ bar dry – and 
boy, the members staying on 
gave it a good go! We reckon 
about 90% of the beer was 
sold by the time we closed. 

As at Troon 
last year, 
unused 
portions of 
token cards 
could be 
donated 
to the 
nominated Charity – Maggies – 
and £538 was raised for them. 

Next year the Members’ 
Weekend is in York – we’ve 
set the bar high for them to 
improve on this year’s event. 
If you’ve never been to a 
Members’ Weekend before, I 
can highly recommend it – you 
will meet loads of folk – and 
it’s all just like one big friendly 
family.

See you in York! Some early 
info is available at agm.camra.
org.uk

Stuart

West Midlands CAMRA added some colour  
to Dundee's bronze penguins
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It’s now just over a year since the Scottish Government introduced 
their 50p Minimum Unit Pricing for alcohol. One of the main factors 
for its introduction was to improve health targets and reduce binge 
drinking with cheap booze from supermarkets. At the time there 
was uncertainty as to how it would affect drinkers and pubs. So, 
one year on, has there been any noticeable change?

We’re still awaiting to get official updates (currently mooted to be published late 
June 2019), but early indicators are as follows:

• Sales of cheap supermarket alcohol such as ciders and low-strength lagers have 
dropped as consumers have switched to drinking more spirits instead, which in 
turn is helping retailers’ profits. 

• Black market spirits (such as vodka) have also seen increased supply. 

• For young folk and students, there has been little or no impact, and maybe 
even a slight increase in consumption. 

• Within pubs though, most drinks were already above the minimum price, and 
there has been little evidence of unwarranted price increases or changes – the 
biggest factor affecting their trade continues to be the lowering of drink-driving 
limits.

So it would appear that the introduction of MUP has had limited success so far. It’s 
early days, and the aim of improving health statistics is to be commended; however, 
whether that will be achieved by MUP remains unclear. What we do not want to 
happen is a constant increase in MUP above 50p to achieve these aims – that will 
unnecessarily target home drinkers and have wider impacts on the whole alcoholic 
drinks industry. 

Despite all this, there was a motion approved at CAMRA’s National Members’ 
Weekend in Dundee for CAMRA to press the UK Government for the introduction of 
50p MUP throughout England.
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The table opposite shows the minimum prices 
for typical bottles of ale and cider, from which 
as you’ll see, most quality ales already sell for 
above that minimum price. 

Strength
(%ABV)

330ml 
bottle/
can

500ml 
bottle

Pint 
(568ml)

4% £0.66 £1.00 £1.14

5% £0.83 £1.25 £1.42

6% £0.99 £1.50 £1.71

7% £1.16 £1.75 £1.99

8% £1.32 £2.00 £2.28

9% £1.49 £2.25 £2.56

10% £1.65 £2.50 £2.84

Minimum Unit Pricing –  
one year on
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