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The next edition of Full Pints will be published in 
March 2020. Articles, photos and other contributions 
should be sent to the editor at fullpints@awcamra.org.uk 
no later than Friday 14th February 2020.

WELCOME
CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale) is an independent, voluntary, 
consumer organisation which campaigns for real ale, real pubs 
and consumer rights. Membership is open to all individuals; 
CAMRA currently has almost 193,000 members. It is governed 
by a voluntary unpaid national executive, elected by the 
membership. It has a branch structure which means that all 
members can join a local CAMRA branch and campaign and 
socialise locally. 

The Ayrshire & Wigtownshire Branch currently has around 
660 members. Within the branch, we have four social group 
areas - namely North Ayrshire, South Ayrshire, East Ayrshire 
and Wigtownshire, each of whom organise regular events and 
meetings (usually monthly) – details on page 21 - we're still 
looking for someone to take over Branch or South Ayrshire 
Socials, and Young Members' Co-ordinator - contact Lindsay 
Grant, chair@awcamra.org.uk, if interested.

Details of all our events are on page 5 and are also posted on 
our Facebook and Twitter pages. Members are always encouraged 
to bring a friend along if they wish - all are welcome to attend.

The committee has agreed that there will be no increase in our 
advertising rates for 2020, however we have introduced an extra 
size of an 1/8 page costing just £15 per issue or £50 for four 
issues, in recognition that many pubs have minimal advertising 
budgets - please consider taking this size and to promote cask 
ale if you are one of our valued outlets.
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Editorial
The beer festival season is over for another year, the clocks have changed and 
it's getting cold and dark earlier and earlier now. 

Despite that though, many of 
our branch members have 
been on their travels over the 
past few months, as you'll see 
in the articles about trips to 
Cleethorpes, Shrewsbury and 
Carlisle.

Our festival held in Troon back 
in October was an outstanding 
success this year with 
increased attendances and a 
cracking selection of beers and 
ciders. We also had the highest 
ever number of volunteers 
helping out - a big thank you 
to each and every person who 
supported it. See page 12 for 
photos from the festival and 
the Volunteers' outing to the 
Alloa Beer festival. 

Looking ahead, now is the time 
of year that we look for your 
nominations for our Branch's 
Pubs of the Year - send your 
nominations to each of the 
Social Group reps by 31st 
December.

Our Branch festive crawl takes 
place on Friday 27th 
December between West 
Kilbride, Fairlie and Largs this 
year using public transport - 
full details on pages 10 and 11.

A big thank you to everyone 
who voted for your favourite 
beers in the recent Champion 
Beer of Britain nominations, 
either via the website or in 
person at our social meetings. 
Ayrshire & Wigtownshire had 

86 nominations, representing 
13% of our Branch members. 
This is the best branch 
participation in the whole of 
the UK. Scotland & Northern 
Ireland as a whole with 250 
nominations is the best 
performing UK region. Well 
done everyone.

With Christmas approaching, 
CAMRA has a range of books 
and gifts available for presents. 
As a local stocking filler, you 
can find out some info on page 
16 about a new book that's just 
been released about the 
history of pubs in Stevenston.
I hope you all have a great 
festive season.

Cheers, Stuart

WINTER DIARY DATES
Please check www.awcamra.org.uk for up-to-date details of all our Branch events. 
A monthly email is sent at the start of each month to our members listing forthcoming events 
- if you don't receive this, please check your email Junk/Spam mailbox and confirm your email 
address at www.camra.org.uk. Details are also published on our Facebook and Twitter pages.

@awcamra  
@troonbeerfest

Ayrshire & Wigtownshire CAMRA
Ayrshire Real Ale Festival

DECEMBER 2019
Sat 7 New Member's Social, Ayr. 

Twa Dugs 2pm, Wellingtons 
3.30pm

Sun 8 South Ayrshire Xmas Lunch, 
Glen Park Hotel, 1.30pm. 
Sold Out.

Sun 15 Wigtownshire Xmas Social, 
The Grapes, 3.30pm.  See 
page 30 for details.

Fri 27 Branch Festive Crawl - West 
Kilbride, Fairlie and Largs - 
see 10 for details

Tues 31 Closing date for Branch 
Pub of the Year (POTY) 
nominations.

JANUARY 2020
Sat 11 East Ayrshire Festive Meal, 

Weston Tavern, Kilmaurs, 2pm.
Thu 16 * North Ayrshire Social, within 

North Ayrshire POTY, 8pm
Mon 20 Committee Meeting,  

JG Sharps, Largs, 8pm
Mon 27 Beer Festival Planning Meeting, 

R&A Sports Bar, Irvine, 8pm
Wed 29 * East Ayrshire Social, within East 

Ayrshire POTY, 7.30pm
Thu 30 * South Ayrshire Social & Branch 

Meeting, held in South Ayrshire 
POTY, 8pm

FEBRUARY 2020
Sat 15 SNIB meeting, Tam O' 

Shanter, Dumfries, 1pm
Mon 17 GBG selection meeting, 

Abbotsford Hotel, Ayr, 8pm
Thu 20 North Ayrshire Social,  

Salt Cot, Saltcoats, 8pm
Wed 26 East Ayrshire Social,  

Fanny by Gaslight, 
Kilmarnock, 7.30pm

Thu 27 South Ayrshire Social,  
Venue tbc, 8pm

�
�
�
�

* Check website to confirm venues and 
   times for POTY venues and presentations 
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Branch Pub of the Year Nominations
It's that time of year again when we need to receive 
your nominations for next year's Branch Pubs of the 
Year.

As before, we're looking for your nominations for the best pub 
in each of our four social areas - you can put a nomination in for 
a pub in a different area in addition to the one you live in if you 
wish. Nominations should be scribbled on the back of a beer mat, 
handed in person or emailed to the social secretaries for each area 
by 31st December 2019: 

North Ayrshire - Ian Middleditch, Email: north-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk

South Ayrshire - Lindsay Grant, Email: south-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk

East Ayrshire - Matt Miller, Email: east-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk

Wigtownshire - Malcolm McNeil, Email: wigtownshire@awcamra.org.uk

Stair Inn closes
We’re sad to report that the Stair Inn has closed down. After 
three years on the market there has been no interest in it and 
the owners, who have been at the Stair Inn for over fifteen 
years, have reluctantly taken it off the market and closed the 
doors so that they can focus on family commitments. Despite 
its remote location, the Stair Inn featured in no fewer than 18 
editions of the Good Beer Guide since 1997, and was visited 
on the East Ayrshire rural bus crawl a few months back. We 
wish Dave and Catherine Birrell well for the future.

Other losses
Popular basement bar The Smoking Goat in Ayr has also closed down, and as Full Pints went 
to print we received reports that the former Canny Man in Lugton, now renamed as Padaro Bar 
& Restaurant has stopped selling ales. The Saltire in Kilmarnock also appears to have stopped 
selling real ales.

Other news
The Weston Tavern in Kilmaurs has introduced a second handpump due to demand. 

The Weston Tavern, the Sorn Inn and the Twa Dugs in West Kilbride are also now using the Real 
Ale Finder app to list their current beers, along with several JD Wetherspoon outlets - great to 
see what's on before popping in for a pint! The free app is available to download for Apple or 
Android mobile devices. It is also rumoured that Wetherspoons are looking at opening an outlet in 
Cumnock - which would be a much welcomed addition to that real ale desert of East Ayrshire.

The Glen Park Hotel in Ayr has joined the OYO group of hotels, the world's third-largest and 
fastest growing hospitality chain of leased and franchised hotels, homes & living spaces. 

The Drift Inn, Lamlash was shut for a brief spell whilst it changed management but continues to 
sell real ale. Former real ale outlet (and micro-brewery) the Failford Inn has reopened but isn't 
selling real ale at present.

Local Pub News

The Twa Dugs, West Kilbride, 
our 2019 Branch Pub of the 
Year
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Brewery News
SIBA SCOTLAND COMPETITION
Arran Brewery hosted this year's SIBA 
Scotland Independent Beer Awards at their 
‘Arran View’ premises in the former Dreghorn 
Primary School in mid October. Windswept 
Brewing Co and Cairngorm Brewery took 
home the two top spots. 

Windswept Brewing Co in Lossiemouth 
took home the overall Gold in the cask beer 
competition with Wolf – a dark and strong 
Scottish ale named after the Wolf of Badenoch, 
infamous for burning down Elgin cathedral in 
1390. Cairngorm Brewery based in Aviemore 
swept the competition with seven awards 
including the overall Gold in the Bottle and Can 
competition with Black Gold – a stout with a 
smooth sweetness and a dry finish.

Other nearby winners included Strathaven 
Ales which came away with four awards, Fyne 
Ales won eight awards, and Loch Lomond won 
seven awards. The full list of winners is available 
at: http://tiny.cc/h9lufz 

Arran Brewery – Brewery Dug won a Silver 
medal  in the Cask IPA (5.5% to 6.4%) category 
in the SIBA Scotland competition. 

Sulwath Brewery came second with Black 
Galloway in SIBA Scotland's Champion Cask 
Ale competition. Black Galloway won Gold 
in the Cask British Dark Beers (up to 4.4%) 
category.

Kelburn Brewery has launched a brand new 
beer – Pacific Porter (5.5%). It will be available 
for a limited time in regular outlets. Kelburn 
also won two Silver medals in the recent SIBA 
Scotland competition for Cart Noir and Fly Half.

Ayr Brewing Company is about to launch two 
new beers to celebrate Glasgow-based pub 
The Pot Still’s birthday in late November. Boing! 
Pale is a 4.2% ale brewed with Ekuanot and 
Citra hops, and Limoncello Sour is a 3.7% ale 
brewed with Lemondrop hops and lemon peel!

Portpatrick Brewery – see article on page 8 
about the brewery’s sale to two local folk.

Five Kingdoms Brewery – the brewery is 
brewing at capacity and will be expanding 
very soon by adding extra fermentation tanks, 
which will help production of their ales in cask, 
keg and bottle to meet increasing demand. 
Alastair is finding that the keg format is proving 
popular as it provides increased longevity 
for beers, especially important for the rural 
areas he supplies in the winter. Additionally 
many drinkers are preferring their beers colder 
and lightly carbonated, especially Captain 
Morrison’s IPA and Dark Storm which appear 
to retain a better aroma. A further benefit is 
the ability to attend local events such as the 
Stranraer Oyster Festival, where there is limited 
time for cask ales to be set up and condition 
properly.

The brewery has also created a limited supply 
of a green-hopped beer called Tonderghie 
Pale using local hops grown by the brewery in 
Alastair’s dad’s walled garden at Tonderghie 
House. 

Five Kingdoms won the Beer of the Festival 
at Troon with their 6.5% Captain Morrison’s 
IPA, with Dark Storm (6.9%) coming second. A 
presentation trip will hopefully be announced 
early in the New Year. Watch our website and 
facebook pages for details.

Loch Lomond Brewery has moved to a new 
and bigger location. Initial plans were to open 
a brewery tap and restaurant on the banks 
of the River Leven at Balloch as part of the 
controversial ‘Flamingoland’ development 
proposals, but following the withdrawal of that 
planning application, Loch Lomond Brewery 
had a fall-back plan to move a few miles down 
the road to the Vale of Leven Industrial Estate, 
near Renton. A new 35 hectolitre brewkit 
with additional conditioning tanks has been 
purchased and installed, and an in-house 
canning line is being installed over the next 
month or so, which will give the brewery a lot 
more control of packaging and allow them to 
do more one-off and special edition beers. A 
new licence for their on-site shop is awaited 
but imminent, however online sales are still 
available. 2020 should be an exciting year to 
look forward to!

We'd love to hear from breweries and pubs with any news snippets, events, awards etc.  
Send your info to fullpints@awcamra.org.uk
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL:  07879 644177
WWW.PORTPATRICK-BREWERY.CO.UK

REFRESHING THE RHINS AND BEYOND...

After almost five years of brewing, Portpatrick Brewery has new owners.

With a varied selection of 
beers styles, the brewery has 
developed a good following 
during this time and its beers 
have been appreciated both 
locally and further afield.
 
Phil Holmes and Ben Fortnum, 
who will trade as Portpatrick 
Brewery Ltd, are relocating 
the brewery to Kirkcolm, on 
the shores of Loch Ryan, 
keeping brewing on the Rhins 
peninsula.
 
Founder, Keith Stebbens 
said, "We have really enjoyed 
running the brewery since we 
started in 2015 and are happy 
that Phil and Ben have taken 
over; we wish them every 
success in the future. We 

would also like to thank all our 
customers who have given us 
their support during this time, 
it was very much appreciated."
 
Phil Holmes said "Ben and 
I are delighted to be taking 
over over from Keith and hope 
we can continue to build on 
the successes of the last five 
years. We're currently getting 
everything in place and hope 
to be back in production at our 
new premises early in the New 
Year. We're looking forward 
to tapping our first casks and 
raising a few pints with friends 
new and old soon."

We wish Phil and Ben every 
success in their new venture 
and thank Keith and Lynne-

Marie Stebbens for all their 
efforts in establishing a real 
ale brewery in The Rhins. Tony 
Schofield of The Crown Hotel, 
Portpatrick in particular has 
experienced a huge increase 
in interest in cask ales with 
visitors always keen to try local 
beers. He had the final casks of 
Beltie Blonde and Dark Skies 
for sale prior to the brewery's 
move. Keith and Lynne-Marie 
are pictured with Tony below 
at Beltie's last stand!

Ale change at Portpatrick Brewery
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Cakes and Ale
20 members and friends enjoyed the first Cakes and Ale event in the Twa 
Dugs, West Kilbride on 7th November. This was a celebration of the pub on an 
afternoon and was intended to promote the village pub and show support for 
Cask Ale. 

The afternoon tea was superb 
and waist lines were stretched to 
bursting. All agreed that it was 
a worthwhile exercise and a jolly 
time was had by all although the 
pub quiz was found to be a bit 
too challenging by some of the 
participants!.  Three Ales were 
on offer with Five Kingdoms 
Wee McAsh Bitter being voted 
top dog but the Fyne Ales 
Avalanche and Ayr Complicated 
Maisie were close behind. 
Janette Lee won the raffle prize 
of a £20 bar voucher. The next 
event will be a celebration of 
Robert Burns to be held in 
January.

Locally owned, 
refurbished pub 

with regular 
quiz nights 

& live music!!

71 Main Street
West Kilbride

KA23 9DS
     01294 822524

Bar Snacks now available
Thu: 1-7pm;  Fri-Sun: 12-7pm

GOOD

GUIDE
BEER

W
E’RE IN IT

2020
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The next two 
pubs are close-by 
but quite small 
and so, at 3.30pm 
visit both but 
in no particular 
order. The Three 
Reasons, 14 
Gallowgate Street 
is opposite the 
Paddle Steamer 
and offers one 
real ale. The 
Waterside, 14 
Bath Street has 
two real ales, 
usually from 
Kelburn.

From the Paddle 
Steamer and 
Three Reasons 
walk along the 
seafront to 
Nardini’s Café 
and turn right 
into Nelson 
Street. About 
150m along here and our final pub is J G Sharps, 
34 Nelson Street, target time 5pm. Sharp’s Sea 
Fury is often the regular here with one guest 
also usually available.

Festivities will 
commence at 
12.30pm in the 
village of West 
Kilbride at The 
Twa Dugs, 71 
Main Street. The 
Stagecoach 585 
bus stops right 
outside the pub's front door, or the train station 
is a 5 minute walk. This is currently our Branch 
Pub of the Year and we can expect two real 
ales, usually one light and one dark in colour. 

From the bus 
stop outside the 
pub take the 
Stagecoach 585 
bus at 1.20pm to 
Fairlie, arriving at 
1.40pm. Here the 
bus stop is at the 
rear carpark of 
our next pub, the Village Inn,  
46 Bay Street. One real ale on offer here.

Now back to the 
bus stop and the 
585 bus again to 
Largs at 2.40pm. 
Alight outside the 
first of our pubs 
in this town, the 
Paddle Steamer, 
30 Gallowgate Street at 2.45pm. This J. D. 
Wetherspoon pub offers Greene King Abbot 
and Sharp’s Doom Bar plus four guest ales.

FESTIVE CRAWL 2019 – NORTH AYRSHIRE
This year it is the turn of the North Ayrshire coast to host the annual Christmas 
/New Year Crawl on Friday 27th December. 

All are welcome, indeed encouraged, to join us for all or part of the crawl. Whilst we do our best to adhere 
to the published times, it is the nature of this sort of event that timings can become “flexible” (especially 
towards the end of the crawl).  If you want to join the crawl at any particular time, then you can call 
Lindsay Grant on 07734 063712 to find out exactly where we are.

The organisers have only volunteered to arrange times and/or travel arrangements and to provide information about the venue(s).  CAMRA promotes 
responsible drinking and so excessive drinking is not tolerated on CAMRA outings. Members must not behave in any way that may bring CAMRA into 
disrepute. Any member doing so may be barred from future events. You are responsible for your own safety and wellbeing. If you have a medical condition 
that requires assistance you must bring your own backup/carer with you. 

Please check www.stagecoachbus.com and www.scotrail.com to 
confirm timetables before travelling
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THE TWA DUGS

THE VILLAGE INN
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© OpenStreetMap contributors



www.awcamra.org.uk

12

By Stuart McMahon

This year’s Ayrshire Real Ale Festival was by all accounts one of the best ones 
we have ever held.

Attendance was up by almost 11%, and we had over 100 volunteers helping at the festival – our 
highest number ever. At the close of Saturday night we still had beer available, although you 
did drink the Cider Bar dry! Our bands seem to have been enjoyed on both evenings as were 
the Border Reivers morris dancers and Caledonian Pipe Band. The beer of the festival was Five 
Kingdom’s Captain Morrison’s IPA, with their Dark Storm coming second and North Riding 
Tiramisu Porter coming third. We also hosted CAMRA’s Champion Beer of Scotland competition 
for the first time which was won by Windswept Weizen. 

Our token card system, now in its second year, seemed to work better and donations to our 
nominated charity, the Galloway Mountain Rescue Team raised a magnificent £1,100. So, a huge 
thank you to everyone who either helped at, or supported, the festival in any way. Next year’s 
festival is our 21st birthday and will run from Thursday 1st – Sat 3rd October 2020. Below and 
opposite are a selection of photos from the festival, and the staff outing to the Alloa Beer Festival 
- photos by Stuart McMahon, Douglas Graham, Ronnie Beveridge and Kenneth Middleditch. 
More photos are on our festival website at www.ayrshirebeerfestival.co.uk 

AYRSHIRE REAL ALE FESTIVAL
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The Tam O’Shanter Inn is offically Ayr’s oldest public house. Established in 1749 it 
has served the people of Ayr through countless generations, and still offers the best 

Whiskies and locally-brewed Real Ales on the premises.

We are proud to serve Ales from our local ‘Ayr Brewing Company’ who provide us 
with such delights as Leezie Lundie and Jolly Beggar’s.

Local fayre has been served on the premises for over 25 years – on offer within  
the bar or restaurant situated next door, are Cullen Skink to Haggis Nachos,  
traditional Haggis, Neeps and Tatties to Guinness Steak Pie – we serve it all.

The Tam O’Shanter Inn  
230 High Street, Ayr  
KA7 1RQ
Tel: 01292 611684

Catch us on our Instagram or Facebook pages for the latest news and offers.

The only thing 
warmer than  
our roaring fire  
is our welcome.
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Who's around your glass?
Anyone who knows me will know that I drink real ale 
when I’m in the pub, Fyne Ales Jarl if it’s available 
then anything pale-golden-hoppy if it’s not available. 
But when I’m at home, cuddled on the sofa with 
my ‘baffies’ on, I will drink gin. I have ‘every day’, 
supermarket gins that I drink whenever, but I also have 
‘special’ gins that are saved for special occasions, you 
know, like Tuesdays! I even get bottles of gin posted 
to me monthly!

I can hear the lynch mob 
forming, pitchforks waving in 
the air as I type this. But no, 
I will not cut up my CAMRA 
card. Supporting CAMRA 
doesn’t mean that every 
alcoholic drink you consume 
is purchased from a pub. The 
exponential mark-up I have 
experienced on spirits and 
soft drinks has obligated me 
to drink gin at home. I have 
been known to pay £16 for a 
double and mixer in a hotel 
in Gateshead, and that my 
friends, is not a sustainable 
hobby (You will have to ask 
me privately how much my 
most expensive G&T was….)! 
But £3 to £4 for a pint of real 
ale, perfectly poured, in top 
condition, in comfortable 
surroundings, now that is value 
for money.

For me sitting at home 
drinking gin is nowhere near 
the same as having a pint in 
a pub. Pubs are by far the 

best place to consume real 
ale. It’s often available from 
a supermarket in a bottle, 
but nothing beats a cool, 
refreshing pint served from a 
hand pump straight from the 
barrel.

Pubs serve two functions. The 
first is to sell drinks, the second 
is to enable people to meet. 
In a pub people are eager to 
chat with other customers, 
even complete strangers. Pubs 
are renowned as being a safe 
place to meet friends. 

According to the ‘Friends on 
Tap’ report commissioned 
by CAMRA in 2016, modest 
alcohol consumption also 
enables us to build friendships 
and create a sense of 
community; there is also 
considerable evidence that 
social network size and quality 
has dramatic effect on health, 
wellbeing, happiness and even 
survival. 

People who said they have a 
‘local’ have more close friends 
on whom they can depend for 
support, are more satisfied 
with their lives and feel more 
embedded in their local 
communities than those who 
said they did not have a local 
pub.

If we can persuade people to 
get off their smart phones and 
get down the pub to talk to 
each other, it’s likely to have 
dramatic effects on our health 
and wellbeing, but I will leave 
that to Mr Humphrey Smith 
(owner of Samuel Smith's 
Brewery) for now!

Remember, it’s not what’s in 
your glass that’s important, it’s 
who’s around it!

The Friends on Tap report can 
be read in full here https://
s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.
com/www1-camra/app/
uploads/2018/08/31104109/
FRIENDS-ON-TAP-A-Report-for-
CAMRA.pdf

by Sarah Crawford, CAMRA Scotland &  
Northern Ireland Regional Director
Email: rd.scotlandni@camra.org.uk
Tel: 07846 856 930

The Tam O’Shanter Inn is offically Ayr’s oldest public house. Established in 1749 it 
has served the people of Ayr through countless generations, and still offers the best 

Whiskies and locally-brewed Real Ales on the premises.

We are proud to serve Ales from our local ‘Ayr Brewing Company’ who provide us 
with such delights as Leezie Lundie and Jolly Beggar’s.

Local fayre has been served on the premises for over 25 years – on offer within  
the bar or restaurant situated next door, are Cullen Skink to Haggis Nachos,  
traditional Haggis, Neeps and Tatties to Guinness Steak Pie – we serve it all.

The Tam O’Shanter Inn  
230 High Street, Ayr  
KA7 1RQ
Tel: 01292 611684

Catch us on our Instagram or Facebook pages for the latest news and offers.

The only thing 
warmer than  
our roaring fire  
is our welcome.
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Last Orders
Below is an extract from Last Orders – The History of Pubs and Clubs in 
Stevenston, the newly published book from local author and CAMRA member 
Alex McLatchie. 

Towards the end of the 18th 
century, living standards 
began to show a general 
improvement. Increased 
productivity in farming 
contributed towards greater 
affluence which in turn was 
accompanied by greater travel 
possibilities. This period also 
witnessed the continuing 
expansion of the coal industry 
in Stevenston with the 
associated influx of miners 
from out-with the town. 

As the transport network 
developed, we see a 
corresponding demand for 
accommodation and food 
and drink outlets which was 
satisfied by a noticeable 
expansion in the number of 
inns and ale houses. We learn 
from the Statistical Account 
of 1793 that, "in Stevenston 
town there were no less than 
eighteen inns and houses for 
selling spirits." In Saltcoats, the 
number was sixteen, making 
a total of thirty-four in the 
parish. With the exception of 
the Old Statistical Account 
of 1793, accurate records 
for the number of drinking 
establishments in the town do 
not exist. 

In Scotland there existed a 
complicated hierarchy of 
drinking establishments, and 
as we study the early drinking 
habits in Stevenston, some 
definitions of the various 
outlets would be informative 
and help to clarify the situation 
which existed in the past. 
 

INNS tended to provide 
some simple forms of 
accommodation, in addition 
to food and alcoholic 
beverages – wine, spirits 
and beer – together with 
stabling for the travellers’ 
horses. As commercial 
travel increased from the 
1750s onwards – especially 
coaching – associated 
with a growth in the cash 
economy, the number of 
purpose-built inns across 
Scotland multiplied. 
 
ALE HOUSES were the 
most common type of 
drinking establishment 
found in 18th century Scotland. 
They occurred in almost all 
Scottish parishes, and as 
the 18th century progressed, 
whisky became increasingly 
popular in these premises. 
These ale-houses were the 
locations where conversations, 
debates, gossip and business 
were carried out involving 
work, religion and politics. 
They were accessible to 
almost every strand of society 
including farmers, craftsmen, 
shopkeepers, artisans and 
labourers. The origins of the 
alehouse go back to before 
the Norman Conquest in 
1066, but during the 18th 
century the term alehouse 
was gradually replaced by 
‘public house’. According to 
the Oxford English Dictionary 
the term ‘public house’ was 
first recorded in 1669, and the 
abbreviation ‘pub’ had arrived 
in England by 1812. 
 

TIPLING 
HOUSES and DRAM SHOPS 
as with ale-houses, were sited 
nation-wide. They tended to 
be unlicensed, and sold poor 
quality whisky and spirits 
to the poorer elements of 
the community. Spirits were 
bought under bond and 
usually had to be reduced to 
an appropriate proof strength 
prior to being sold over the 
counter. These establishments 
were frowned upon by the 
establishment, especially the 
clergy, as cheap whisky was 
considered to be a health 
risk and a danger to morality, 
sobriety, industry and the 
living standards of ordinary 
families. It was noted at the 
time that the free availability 
and cheapness of this ‘fire-
water’ when added to the 
constant in-migration of 
workers, especially miners 
and sailors, contributed 
towards drunkenness and 
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intemperance in Stevenston. 
They, none the less, fulfilled an 
important function in providing 
an essential framework in the 
economic, social and cultural 
life of the community. The 
number and frequency of dram 
shops increased towards the 
end of the 18th century as the 
price of beer increased due 
to a significant growth on the 
duty for malt and a reduction 
on duties on whisky retailers. 
 
TAVERNS sold ale, beer, wine, 
claret, brandy, and other 
spirits. They were operated by 
burgesses or guild brethren, 
or by their wives or widows, 
and catered for richer patrons 
who could afford their more 
expensive tipples. Taverns 
were restricted to towns, and 
were hugely outnumbered by 
alehouses. 
 
HOTELS were rare in Scotland 
before 1800. The concept was 
imported from France, and 
was positioned at the top of 
the drinking hierarchy. Their 

arrival in Scotland was related 
to rising living standards and 
the growth of the market 
economy. Later with the 
advent of the railways, a 
number of hotels were built 
in close proximity to railway 
stations. The alehouse, tavern 
and inn, in the official view 
at least, were very different 
from each other, providing 
different facilities and catering 
for different groups in society. 
In reality – especially in a 
place like Stevenston - the 
boundaries were distinctly 
blurred. 
 
LICENSED GROCERS were 
a distinctive feature of the 
Scottish and Irish drinking 
scene. These shops sold 
beer, wine and spirits, often 
on credit. In 1837, the Rev D. 
Landsborough, a clergyman 
in Stevenston, stated that the 
retailing of spirits in grocer’s 
shops was detrimental to the 
whole community. 
 

Other drinking establishments 
could also be included, such 
as change houses, brew-seats 
and shebeens, but they are 
of little consequence in a 
Stevenston context. It should 
be noted that the terms above 
have become interchangeable 
over a period of time, and 
many have mutated from one 
form into another, for example, 
inns evolved into hotels, and 
alehouses into public houses. 

"Last Orders" is on 
sale at the libraries in 
Stevenston and Saltcoats, 
and the Heritage Centre 
in Saltcoats.

The Lonsdale (Grangeknowe),  
Townhead Street, just before  
it was demolished in 2007.

If you need to pursue the complaint further, 
contact your local Trading Standards office 
or Citizen’s Advice Bureau and they will 
guide you to the next appropriate step. Full 
contact information can be found on your local 
authority website or by calling:

www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk Tel: 01294 310100
www.east-ayrshire.gov.uk Tel: 01563 576602
www.south-ayrshire.gov.uk Tel: 01292 616060
www.dumgal.gov.uk  Tel: 030 33 33 3000

TRADING STANDARDS
If you have any complaint about your 
beer, such as poor quality or short 
measure, or if there is no price list 
displayed, you should remain polite 
and speak to the management of the 
pub concerned in the first instance.

Members' area on 
national website
Every CAMRA member has access to a 
dedicated members area on the national 
website:  
www.camra.org.uk > Sign-in. You just need your 
membership number and there's a link available 
if you don't know your password. Once logged 
in you can check that your email address is 
correct and that other membership details 
are correct at members.camra.org.uk > Member 
Dashboard > My Membership > Edit Membership > 
Preferences

And whilst logged in, why not visit CAMRA's 
Discourse discussion forum and take part in 
conversations on a multitude of topics at 
discourse.camra.org.uk.
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Largs

Fairlie

West Kilbride

Gateside
Lugton

Dunlop
Stewarton
Kilmaurs
Kilmarnock

Sorn

Ayr

Kirkmichael

Maybole

KirkoswaldTurnberry

Bargrennan

Newton Stewart

Garlieston

Bladnoch
Wigtown

Isle of Whithorn

Drummore

Sandhead

Portpatrick

Kirkcolm

Stranraer

Ardrossan

Saltcoats
Irvine
Troon Dundonald

Prestwick

Alloway

Millport
Lochranza

Blackwaterfoot

Brodick
Lamlash

Local Breweries

Towns & villages where 
cask ale is available – 
check whatpub.co.uk 
for outlet details

Arran

Ayr

Kelburn

Strathaven

Sulwath

Five 
Kingdoms

Portpatrick

Jaw

Not to scale. Reproduced from Ordnance Survey 
map data by permission of the Ordnance Survey 
© Crown Copyright 2019

Full branch info at: www.awcamra.org.uk

Ayrshire & 
Wigtownshire
CAMRA Branch

South Ayrshire

Wigtownshire

East Ayrshire

North 
Ayrshire

Do you know of a pub or club that 
sells real ale and isn’t listed? 
Please let us know by emailing:  
pubs@awcamra.org.uk
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AYRSHIRE & WIGTOWNSHIRE REAL ALE OUTLETS
EAST AYRSHIRE

DUNLOP
Merito

KILMAURS
Weston Tavern § 

SORN 
Sorn Inn

STEWARTON
The Mill House

KILMARNOCK
Brass & Granite 
Cookhouse & Pub
Fanny by Gaslight 
First Edition C
Wheatsheaf Inn C  

*  CAMRA members have noted that real ale is not 
always available at these outlets.

§  Special offers for card-carrying CAMRA members

SOUTH AYRSHIRE

ALLOWAY
Cambusdoon Sports 
Club

AYR
Abbotsford Hotel
Ayrshire & Galloway
Chestnuts Hotel 
Glen Park Hotel
Tam o’ Shanter

WIGTOWNSHIRE

BARGRENNAN
House O’ Hill Hotel

BLADNOCH
Bladnoch Inn

DRUMMORE
Clashwhannon

GARLIESTON
Harbour Inn

ISLE OF WHITHORN
Steam Packet Inn §

KIRKCOLM
Blue Peter Hotel

NEWTON STEWART
Black Horse Hotel * 
(summer only)
Creebridge House Hotel
Crown Hotel
Galloway Arms Hotel

PORTPATRICK
Crown Hotel 
Harbour House Hotel

SANDHEAD
Tigh na Mara Hotel

STRANRAER
Grapes § 
Ruddicot Hotel

WIGTOWN
Craft

CAMRA members are encouraged to score ales they drink in their local pub, as it assists the committee in considering outlets for inclusion in the 
Good Beer Guide. Please take a few moments to score your beers on whatpub.com if you visit them.

C  CAMRA vouchers accepted
#  Weekends only

NORTH AYRSHIRE 

ARDROSSAN
Ardrossan Rugby Club  

FAIRLIE
Village Inn

GATESIDE
Gateside Inn 

IRVINE
The Auld Brig C
R&A Sports Bar
Ship Inn * (summer only)

LARGS
J G Sharps
Largs Sailing Club #?
The Paddle Steamer C
Three Reasons
Waterside

LUGTON
Padaro *  
(formerly Canny Man) 

MILLPORT
Fraser’s Bar 
The Twa Dugs *

SALTCOATS
Salt Cot C  

WEST KILBRIDE
The Twa Dugs 

ISLE OF ARRAN 

BLACKWATERFOOT
Kinloch Hotel 
Blackwaterfoot Lodge

BRODICK
Arran Brewery § C  
Brodick Bar
Ormidale Hotel
Wine Port 

LAMLASH
Drift Inn
Pierhead Tavern

LOCHRANZA
Lochranza Hotel

Twa Dugs
Waterfront (coming 
soon) 
Wellingtons Bar
West Kirk C

DUNDONALD
The Auchans

KIRKMICHAEL
Kirkmichael Arms

KIRKOSWALD
Souter’s Inn

MAYBOLE 
Maybole Arms 

PRESTWICK 
Prestwick Pioneer C   

TROON
Bruce’s Well
Cheeky Charlie’s
Harbour Bar *
McKay’s 
Marr Rugby Club #
South Beach Hotel *

TURNBERRY
Turnberry Hotel

Current Branch Area Pub of the Year
Overall Branch Pub of the Year 2019
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FRASERS BAR
Millport
Find us just up the road  
from the pier

7 Cardiff Street, Millport, Isle of Cumbrae KA28 0AS
Tel: 01475 530518

Quality Cask Ales 
Served All Year

Meals Served Every Day
12 noon-2.30pm / 5.30pm-7.30pm

“Island Escape”  
self-catering  
4-star luxury 
accommodation

Book at: www.cottages4u.co.uk  
Ref: 30200
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W
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Our Branch has Social Groups which 
meet regularly covering North, South 
and East Ayrshire, and Wigtownshire. 
All CAMRA members are encouraged 
to attend these informal events, but 
non-CAMRA members are always 
welcome to join us for a couple of 
hours of friendly chat and socialising. 

For more information, please contact 
the area coordinators listed below:

North Ayrshire - meets 3rd Thursday of every 
month. Contact Ian Middleditch.  
Email: north-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk

South Ayrshire - VACANT 
Email: south-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk

East Ayrshire - meets last Wednesday of 
every month. Contact Matt Miller. Email:  
east-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk

Wigtownshire - contact Malcolm McNeil for 
details. Email: wigtownshire@awcamra.org.uk

BRANCH SOCIAL ACTIVITIES
Additionally, we hold social outings on an occasional basis 
to other festivals (e.g. Alloa and Fife) and breweries such as 
Loch Lomond, Broughton and Strathaven. 

See www.awcamra.org.uk for details or contact  
social@awcamra.org.uk  for more information.

GETTING AROUND

Listed below are some  
useful contact details for  
transport providers in our Branch area.

STAGECOACH WEST SCOTLAND  www.stagecoachbus.com
Tel: 01294 607007 (Ardrossan)
 01292 613500 (Ayr) 
 01776 704484 (Stranraer) 
 01770 302000 (Arran)
 0345 121 0190 (Disability Helpdesk)

SHUTTLE BUSES  www.shuttlebuses.co.uk
Tel: 0800 072 0373 

McGILL'S BUSES  www.mcgillsbuses.co.uk
Tel: 08000 51 56 51

SCOTRAIL  www.scotrail.co.uk
Tel: 0344 811 0141

CALEDONIAN MACBRAYNE  www.calmac.co.uk
Tel: 0800 066 5000

TRAVELINE SCOTLAND www.travelinescotland.com

AYRSHIRE and

WIGTOWNSHIRE

Our Ale Trails using public transport are 
currently being updated and will be available 
on our website soon, www.awcamra.org.uk

CODE OF CONDUCT
Our wish is for everyone to enjoy themselves and have 
fun on our trips and events. However please remember 
that trip organisers have only volunteered to arrange 
times and /or travel arrangements and to provide 
information about the venue(s). 

CAMRA promotes responsible drinking and so excessive 
drinking will not be tolerated on CAMRA outings. 
Members should not behave in any manner that may 
bring the Campaign into disrepute. Any member 
doing so may be barred from future events. You are 
responsible for your own safety and wellbeing. If you 
have an existing medical condition that requires support 
you must bring your own backup/carer with you. 

Every CAMRA branch adheres to CAMRA’s 
privacy policy. Within our branch we use 
a centralised communications tool for 
sending out our monthly emails to our 
branch members. 

However, for certain aspects of our work, 
for example, the beer festival, we will 
occasionally need to contact folk directly 
by way of having a ‘legitimate interest’. 
Any communications from our branch will 
contain details of how to unsubscribe from 
the emails if that is your desire. However, 
our hope is that as a member of CAMRA, 
you value the information that is sent to 
you, and that it is useful, particularly at 
branch level. If it isn’t, then please talk to us 
in the first instance so we can understand 
your concerns.

You can check your email address is correct 
at www.camra.org.uk. Sign in using your 
memebrship details, and select 'Edit your 
membership information'.
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Cleethorpes Revisited
One of the first things I do on receipt of a new Good Beer Guide (GBG) is to 
look at towns in which I have lived to see how the pub scene has changed, or 
stayed the same as the case me be, since my days of living in that town. One 
such place is Boston in Lincolnshire where I lived and worked for 14 years 
before returning to Ayr in 1998. On perusing the entry for Boston in the 2020 
Guide, the entry for Cleethorpes on the facing page caught my eye. The range 
of pubs looked good, six in all, and with memories of my last visit 20 plus 
years ago, Karen and I decided to try it out.

On Thursday 10th November, 
we set out for a long weekend. 
First port of call was Preston. 
A three-hour drive from 
Glasgow, and with 8 GBG pubs 
within easy walking distance 
from a centrally located 
Premier Inn, makes this a good 
stopping off point if journeying 
further south. Torrential rain 
made most of the journey 
quite unpleasant and a couple 
of delays due to accidents 
resulted in us arriving later 
than planned at about 8.30pm. 
Time then only for a meal and 
visits to a restricted number 
of pubs. 

Plug & Taps is a converted 
hairdresser’s shop about a 
two-minute walk from the 
hotel. Just as well as the 
aforementioned torrential rain 
was still falling. Three cask 
ales on handpump along with 
real cider and ten craft keg. 
My choice was Cloudwater 
Invention and Other Tools. This 
pub, with its minimalist seating 
and décor, wasn’t really my 

type of pub despite it being 
the local CAMRA branch’s pub 
of the season.

Another short walk took us to 
Orchard, a micropub located 
in the Grade II listed covered 
market. Its framework and 
décor feature wood recycled 
from old market tables. Two 
cask ales, real cider and 
numerous craft keg, Vog 
Portland Pale was sampled. 
Again, not really my type of 
pub.

Returning towards the hotel, 
our final stop was the Black 
Horse on the pedestrianised 
Friargate. This CAMRA 
National Inventory, Victorian 
Grade II listed building is 
multi-roomed and features 
a tiled bar and walls. Now 
this is my type of pub and, 
unlike the previous two, it was 
busy. Up to eight cask ales 
and real cider are offered, 
Kansas Avenue Chestnut 
Tornado Alley and Hydes Full 
Steam Ahead Since 1863 were 
sampled, the latter being the 
best pint of the evening.

Friday dawned and the 
rain was still falling. After 
breakfast in the Greyfriar, a 
Wetherspoons close to the 
hotel, we set off eastwards via 
the National Trust property 
Nostel near Wakefield. 
Fortunately, the rain stopped 
as we arrived which allowed 
us to enjoy the gardens and 
house designed by Robert 
Adam and furnished by 
Thomas Chippendale. Onward 
and we arrived in Cleethorpes 
late afternoon.

A tour of the town centre of 
this small Victorian seaside 
resort, including a stroll 
along the pier, didn’t take 
long before we set off for a 
30 minute walk southwards 
along the promenade, with 
stunning views across the 
Humber estuary, to our first 
pub the Signal Box Inn at 
the Lakeside Station of the 

By Lindsay Grant,  
A&W Branch Chairman

Signal Box Inn

Black Horse

Plug & Taps
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Cleethorpes Coast Light 
Railway. This is a contender for 
the smallest pub in the world, 
measuring only 2.4m x 2.4m 
(8ft x 8ft) and is crowded with 
six customers in it. The two 
cask ales on offer, Batemans 
XXXB and Lincolnshire Craft 
Brewers Lincoln Gold, were 
both sampled, the XXXB being 
the best pint of the whole 
weekend. 

It now being dark, we returned 
to the town centre by the main 
road. About halfway there, 
Willy’s was a convenient stop. 
This brewpub, with views 
across the Humber, has their 
own Willy’s Original Bitter and 
Draught Bass as regulars along 
with two guests. The Willy’s 
was on fine form.

Onwards into town and time 
for fish and chips in Steel’s 
Cornerhouse Restaurant, 
nationally renowned for the 
quality and quantity of their 
helpings. Rather full after that, 
time for one more pint in No. 2 
Refreshment Room. This sits at 
the end of the railway station 
platforms, under the restored 

Victorian wooden clock tower. 
Hancock’s HB, Rudgate Ruby 
Mild, Sharp’s Atlantic and Sea 
Fury are the regular beers 
along with two guests. The 
Ruby Mild was a decent pint in 
good condition.

Saturday dawned bright and 
rain free. A journey southward, 
down the Lincolnshire coast 
via Mablethorpe, Chapel St 
Leonards and Skegness, took 
us to Boston. Like many towns 
throughout Britain, time has 
taken its toll and this, formerly 
bustling, market town is a sad 
reflection of its former self. 
I was particularly surprised 
at how few stalls were in the 
Market Square. The pub we 
chose to visit was the Eagle 
in West Street. Now owned 
by Nottingham’s Castle Rock 
Brewery, this is the town’s 
premier real ale pub and offers 
five of their beers plus five 
guests. Castle Rock Black 
Gold, a 3.8% mild, was the beer 
sampled.

Back to Cleethorpes via the, 
more direct, A16 but stopping 
off at Gunby Hall. This family 
home of the Massingberd 
family, now in the care of the 
National Trust, is an imposing 
building but its modest-sized 

rooms full of character and 
charm mean that ‘I could live 
here!’, is what most people 
say when visiting the Hall and 
Gardens.

A short walk from our hotel, 
our first pub of the evening 
was Message in a Bottle. This is 
an off licence but at weekends 
they have a small bar with two 
handpumps on the covered 
pavement outside the shop. 
Marble Pint was the beer 
sampled. A very quirky pub 
and Karen’s favourite of the 
weekend. 

Continued overleaf...

The EagleNo. 2 refreshment Room

Willy's

The Eagle

Message in a Bottle

Message in a Bottle
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Tel: 07917 733474
5 West Portland Street

Troon
www.facebook.com/theicecreamfactor

Weddings
Special Occasions
Corporate Events

Ice Cream Cart
Sweetie Cart

Chocolate Fountain
Ice Cream Van Hire

Slush

The aforementioned Willy’s 
was close by and warranted 
another visit. Again, their 
Willy’s Original Bitter was a 
very acceptable pint.
Back to the town centre 
and The Coliseum Picture 
Theatre was our next pub. 
As the name suggests, this 
is a former cinema which 
closed in 1954. Since then, it 
has had many uses, including 
as a Woolworths and as a 

nightclub, before a recent 
Wetherspoon’s conversion to 
its current use. Hydes Ruby 
Celebration Ale, a 4% beer 
especially brewed for the 
Wetherspoon’s Festival, was 
the beer sampled.

Onto our final pub, No. 1 Pub 
on platform 1 of the railway 
station. This features a split-
level main room which was 
very busy and loud with live 

entertainment. However, a 
wide corridor with seats and a 
smaller bar to the rear meant 
we could enjoy the music 
without being deafened. Eight 
real ales on offer, Draught Bass 
and Titanic Plum Porter went 
down well.

On our return journey to 
Glasgow on the Sunday we 
seemed to be accompanied 
by a weather front which 

made driving 
conditions 
difficult. So, a 
very enjoyable 
weekend 
despite the 
foul weather 
on both the 
outward 
and return 
journeys.

CLEETHORPES REVISITED.... continued from previous page

No. 1 PubThe Coliseum Picture Theatre
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Located in the village of Dundonald, The Auchans 

is a family run Restaurant - Bar with a fresh 

modern twist, and a friendly relaxed atmosphere 

oozing charm & character. We have a great 

selection of beer & wine including 2 cask ales. 

The Auchans has been tastefully restored with 

original stone walls & real oak wood beams. 

Owned by the Kerr family, from the village, 

The Auchans is the 2nd addition to the business. 

The 1st, The Waterfront in Ayr, opened in 2012 is 

a relaxed, stylish restaurant- bar situated 

overlooking the River Ayr.

29 MAIN STREET
DUNDONALD, KA2 9HH

 Telephone: 01563 851472
E-Mail:  info@theauchans.co.uk

Web:  www.theauchans.co.uk

www.facebook.com/theauchansdundonald
for details of our latest offers & promotions 

The Waterside
Bath Street, Largs 

Tel: 01475 672224

Two Real Ales from Kelburn available

Wednesdays - Poker
Fridays - Karaoke

Mondays - Poker

Food available every day except Monday, noon - 5pm
Check out our entertainment  
programme on Facebook

Saturdays - Live Music
Sundays - Open Mic Night

GOOD

GUIDE
BEER

W
E’RE IN IT

2020



www.awcamra.org.uk

26

RAY’S FINAL 
ROUND UP
It may not have escaped your notice 
that JD Wetherspoon is celebrating 
it’s 40th anniversary this year. Like 
them or not, they have hit a winning 
formula for both young and old. You 
can now stay in one of their hotels or 
book a venue for a wedding and there 
is usually at least one ale you can 
drink.

Tim Martin, who started the business is a 
real interesting guy. I have met him a couple 
of times and he even bought me a pint of 
Brains SPA in his outlet in Newport, Wales. 
His business philosophy is “listen to your 
customers” which sounds like good advice, and 
anybody who likes Loudoun Wainwright lll is 
alright by me.

As my contribution 
to their celebrations, 
over this year I 
thought it would be a 
good hoot to visit the 
remaining handful of 
Scottish outlets I had 
not already been to. 
It is also a reason to 
visit some new places 
or those I have not 
frequented for some 
time. Here are a few 
of the better ones I 
have found recently 
going around the country with Mrs R.

The Saltoun Inn, 
Fraserburgh was very 
nice and cosy and far 
superior to the Cross 
Keys in Peterhead which 
we went to first for 
brunch. We visited this by 
bus from Aberdeen on a 
Sunday and there was a 
good spread of ages in for 
lunch. The beer selection 
was reasonable, and I 

enjoyed 
a pint of 
Granny 
Wouldn’t Like 
It from Wolf 
Brewery.

Moving clockwise round the country, the 
next outlet of special note was the Bourtree 
in Hawick. We were in Edinburgh for our 
anniversary weekend, but the rain stymied any 
nice walks, so I suggested a bus trip to the 
Borders. 
By the time 
we got to 
Hawick, the 
sun was 
out so we 
enjoyed a 
stroll before 
popping into 
the Bourtree 
where I 
sampled an 
excellent pint of Fuller’s London Pride. Another 
nice outlet in the area is the Cross Keys in 
Peebles where I tried one of my favourite 
beers, Kelham Island Pale Rider.

Moving west, we did a day trip to Dumbarton 
where the Cutty Sark was completed in one 
of the Denny yards in 1869. It is also famous 
for its castle and was once the seat of Scottish 
Kings in the time of Robert the Bruce. After a 
stroll along the River Leven we popped into the 
Captain James Lang where I enjoyed a pint of 
Exmoor Gold and the riverside view.

Further up the central 
belt, I would recommend 
a trip to the Kirky Puffer 
in Kirkintilloch. This 
was named after small 
steam ships built in 
the nearby yard, which 
plied their trade on the 
Forth and Clyde canal 
adjacent to the pub, the 
best known of which 
was the Vital Spark from 

RA

Y’S ROUND UPRA

Y’S ROUND UPby Ray Turpie,  
Branch Vice Chairman

The Saltoun Inn

The Cross Keys, Peebles

The Bourtree
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the Para Handy stories. After a walk along the canal, 
we adjourned to the pub where I found another of my 
favourite beers, Oakham Green Devil.

Heading north 
again, a couple of 
’Spoons I could 
recommend are 
the Fair O’ Blair, 
Blairgowrie and 
the Muckle Cross 
in Elgin. That only 
leaves me a few to 
visit to complete 
the set although, 
I believe, possible 
new outlets are in 
the pipeline for Cumnock and Hamilton, so onwards and 
upwards towards the new year.

Another anniversary in just over a year is CAMRA’s 50th 
birthday in March 2021. That should be something for 
all branches to celebrate so put your suggestions to 
your branch committee sooner than later so that special 
events can be planned. 

On that note, it is time for me to bow out with another 
50th as this is the half century edition of the Round Up 
since I started corresponding. Perhaps I will contribute 
from time to time or offer the editor something for the 
anniversary edition, if it is appropriate. In the meantime, 
Mrs Roundup and I wish you all the best for the festive 
season and I hope you manage to sample a few winter 

ales over the coming 
months. Cheers to you all. 
Over and out.

Cheers!  
Ray

The Fair O' Blair

        The Captain James Lang

        The Kirky Puffer
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A wealth of history, great pubs 
and beer await you

Register to attend 
and/or to volunteer at 

agm.camra.org.uk

Telephone: 01671 402121  Fax: 01671 403258
www.creebridge.co.uk   Email: info@creebridge.co.uk

Creebridge House Hotel, Newton Stewart, Wigtownshire DG8 6NP

Meals Served Daily
12-2pm and 6-9pm

Traditional Roast Served every Sunday
Extensive Bar Menu

Award-winning Table D’Hôte
and À La Carte Dining Available

REAL ALES SERVED HERE
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The third Stranraer Oyster Festival 
ran over the weekend of 13th-
15 September. An independent 
report estimated an attendance of 
about 14,000 visitors, generating 
approximately £1m over the three 
days – a 40% increase in numbers 
from 2017 and a more than doubling 
of the economic impact – a great 
result. 

Wigtownshire CAMRA members held a Social 
on the Saturday afternoon when well over 30 
members, friends and families made contact in 
between attending one of the many cookery 
demonstrations, browsing the high quality 
Market Marquee, enjoying the music in the 
Entertainment Marquee and deciding which 
of the many first class food outlets to choose 
for lunch. This year's Celebrity Chef was 
Edinburgh's 
own Tony 
Singh. He was a 
busy man along 
with local chefs 
over the three 
days but found 
time to join the 
locals (pictured 
opposite) in 
The Grapes 
for a beer or 
two over the 
weekend! 

The age range of the Social Group ran from 
toddlers to at least one sprightly octogenarian 
great granny! About 20 members finished 
the afternoon off at The Grapes in Stranraer  
where Elgood's Prawn Identity Brown Ale and 
Adnam's Ghost Ship pale Ale were on offer. 
Both beers were in great nick! A great day was 
had by all.

Sulwath Brewery and Five Kingdoms Brewery 
both had stalls in the Market Marquee and 
both reported strong beer sales over the three 
days. Sulwath supplied two cask ales (Criffel 
and Galloway Gold) and sold five casks as well 
as a large amount of bottled beers, including 

their award-winning Black Galloway Porter. Five 
Kingdoms supplied four beers in keg format 
including Captain Morrison's IPA and Dark 
Storm Stout which went on to take 1st and 2nd 
place respectively in cask form at the recent 
Ayrshire and Wigtownshire Real Ale Festival.
Some result!

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
The WIGTOWNSHIRE CHRISTMAS SOCIAL 
takes place on Sunday 15th December in The 
Grapes, Stranraer from about 3.30-8.30 pm. 
The Cl`yholers will be playing in the public 
bar followed by a finger buffet and festive 
raffle in the rear lounge. Cost will be about 
£5-6 depending on numbers. Non-members 
welcome. This is a family friendly event with 
under 18's welcome in the rear lounge too. 
Billy and Sally promise a couple of good 
quality beers so why not forget the politics of 
recent weeks and months for a wee while, look 
out your santa hats and Christmas jumpers 
and join us for an afternoon of great music, 
beer and Christmas craic. I need to confirm 
numbers for catering by Saturday 7th. Email 
me at wigtownshire@awcamra.org.uk or text 
07767128875 to book. Numbers limited!

WIGTOWNSHIRE NEWS

For more info on Wigtownshire events and outlets please contact: 
Malcolm McNeil (Email: wigtownshire@awcamra.org.uk)

TThhee  NNeeww  BBiinngglleeyy  HHaallll

4-8 Feb 2020
Find out more at: winter.gbbf.org.uk 

Tony Singh with Malcolm and 
Sheila in The Grapes
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Hallowe’en Treats with no Tricks!!
Eight Wigtownshire members met up on Thursday 31st October in Carlisle at 
Wetherspoon’s excellent Woodrow Wilson in Botchergate at the start of a 
two-night break taking in Carlisle Real Ale Festival the following day. 

This year we took advice from 
Paul Claringbold of Solway 
Branch and embarked on 
a leisurely "stroll" around 
five of Carlisle’s best real 
ale outlets in the city centre 
with Allan Dyson in charge of 
navigation. First port of call 
was 301 Miles from London 
situated on Platform 4 of the 
Railway Station, followed by 
The Sportsman Inn – Carlisle’s 
oldest pub. We then visited 
the traditional King’s Head and 
Howard Arms followed by the 
refurbished Fat Gadgie.  

Virtually all of these pubs 
have been recent Solway 
CAMRA award winners. Every 
one was a delight – quiet 
pubs with no loud music and 
friendly, knowledgeable staff. 
Local breweries were much in 
evidence and the (many) beers 
we sampled were in first class 
condition. 

Carlisle Real Ale Festival was 
another treat – a number of 
members from Ayrshire and 
other Scottish branches were 
present on Friday afternoon. 
Held in “The Venue”, a very 
dark live music venue a short 
walk from the station, over 
60 real ales were on offer, all 
priced from £1 for 1/3 pint. 
Interestingly, the pint glasses 
were all marked with 2/3 lines 
as well as halfs and thirds – 
not seen that before. There 
were three small bars – the 
Main Stage Bar sold beers 
mainly from England and a 
few Scottish ones (nice to 
see Sulwath’s Black Galloway 
and Lowland’s Twa Dugs) as 
well as a few real ciders. There 
was also a local Cumbrian 
Bar showcasing some local 
breweries as well as a Keg Bar. 
Overall, there was an excellent 
range of beer styles. A hugely 
enjoyable afternoon in good 
company. A few of the Ayrshire 
members were also staying 
overnight in Carlisle and joined 
us later for food. 

On the Saturday, most of the 
Wigtownshire attendees were 
heading home after breakfast, 
but the Ayrshire folks split 
up with some heading back 
to festival for the afternoon 
session before meeting back 
up briefly at 301 Miles from 
London and getting various 
trains back home. On a purely 
‘research’ mission for Full Pints, 
your editor also visited the 
pubs mentioned earlier, but 
additionally called in at Eaten 
by Monsters and the Spinners 

Arms in Cummersdale. The 
latter is the brewtap for the 
Carlisle Brewing Company 
and is just a 10-minute bus 
journey from the city centre – 
the hourly bus service is run 
by a private firm but costs £5 
single each way! Anyway, the 
Spinners had three cask ales 
available – Citadel, Spun Gold 
and Oatmeal Stout – all of 
which were very good. A great 
wee community pub which has 
raised lots of money for local 
charities. Overall, a great trip 
and festival which is highly 
recommended for a weekend 
break.

By Malcolm McNeil and Stuart McMahon

     The Howard Arms

The Spinners Arms

Carlisle Beer Festival
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AN AFTERNOON  
IN SHREWSBURY
I recently spent some time in mid-Wales and had one spare day with nothing 
organised to fill it. Nearby Shrewsbury is located about 9 miles from the 
Welsh border and is the county town of Shropshire. A quick glance at the 2019 
edition of the CAMRA Good Beer Guide revealed a decent number of entries 
for this town so a visit by train was duly organised.

The town centre of Shrewsbury 
is almost totally enclosed by a 
loop of the River Severn and 
the railway station is located at 
the edge, close to the medieval 
castle. The station itself is a 

very 
attractive 
building 
built in 
1848 
in an 
imitation 
Tudor 
style. It 
is Grade 
2 listed. 
Although 
the town 
centre 
is fairly 

compact, there are some steep 
hills to overcome and the first 
climb encountered was Castle 
Street heading away from the 
station.

The first pub visited was the 
Nag’s Head on Wyle Cop. 
This is also a Grade 2 listed 
building but is very much a 
local drinker’s pub. The three 
cask ales available here were 
Timothy Taylor Landlord, Wye 
Valley HPA (Hereford Pale Ale) 
and local beer Three Tuns XXX 
pale ale.

Next stop was the Coach & 
Horses on Swan Hill which 
has featured in the Good Beer 
Guide since 1975. Although 

dating from the 19th century, 
the pub has been extended 
into an adjoining building to 
make a restaurant. A pleasant 
stay here was only made 
difficult by having to choose 
from the local ales & cider. 
Salopian Oracle & Shropshire 
Gold, Stonehouse Station 
Bitter, Slaters One Hop and the 
5.2% Haka all featured here.

By Matt Miller
Photos: Matt Miller & Alan Jordan

The Nag's Head The Coach & Horses
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I had to walk all of about 
50 yards to the next great 
pub, the Admiral Benbow. 
Another fine choice of ales, 
ciders and bottled Belgian 
beers were available here 
including Wood's Shropshire 
Lad, Salopian Hop Twister 
and Hobsons Town Crier. You 
could easily spend the whole 
afternoon in these two Swan 
Hill pubs but there were more 
GBG listed pubs to visit.

The next pub visited was a 
Wetherspoon Lloyds No. 1 
bar Montgomery’s Tower on 
Lower Claremont Bank which 
was converted from a former 
nightclub with a less than 
appealing exterior. The interior 
was standard Wetherspoon 
as was the choice of beers. 
Greene King Abbot Ale, 
Sharp’s Doom Bar, Ruddles 
Best and Adnams Ghost 
Ship were on sale. Only Tring 
Colley’s Dog (a 5.2% ruby ale) 
was of sufficient interest to 
merit a stop here. The choice 
of cask ales was particularly 
disappointing as this pub is 
LocAle accredited.

The last 
pub 
reached 
during my 
afternoon 
visit was 
possibly 
the 
highlight 
of the 
day. The 
Salopian 
Bar on 
Smithfield 
Road 
next to the River Severn had 
more of a sports bar feel about 
it and, as it was a Saturday, 
the pub was extremely busy. 
However, the choice of ales 
available was incredible – 
Stonehouse Station Bitter, 
Salopian Oracle & Rules 
of Engagement, Bragdy 
Conwy California, Electric 
Bear Comet, Oakham Citra, 
Castle Rock Harvest Pale and 
Thornbridge Ena Milk Stout. 
This level of choice would 
be very difficult to find in 
Scotland, especially in a town 
of similar size. The Salopian is 
the winner of multiple CAMRA 

awards over many years and 
was an excellent choice to 
conclude this brief visit to 
Shrewsbury.

The 2020 edition of the 
Good Beer Guide features 
11 pubs in Shrewsbury and 
there are many more which 
may be worthy of a visit. A 
busy market town with some 
fine Tudor buildings make 
Shrewsbury a very attractive 
place to visit for the non-beer 
drinking tourist but if you 
enjoy decent cask ales and 
real ciders, you will not be 
disappointed with Shrewsbury.

The Salopian

The Salopian's range of ales
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F O O D  S E R V E D

M O N D AY  N I G H T

W E E K LY

T I L L  7 P M  D A I LY

Q U I Z  9 P M

G U E S T  A L E

G�d Drink, G�d F�d, G�d Times!

T H R E E
R E A S O N S

T H E  

F R E E  H O U S E  |  B A R  &  D I N E R

thethreereasonslargs

14 GALLOWGATE STREET, LARGS KA30 8LX
CALL: 01475 672330 MAIL: enquir ies@thethreereasons .co.uk

VISIT: www.thethreereasons .co.uk
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great reasons  
to join CAMRA10

What’s yours?  
Discover your reason 
and join the campaign today:
www.camra.org.uk/10reasons

1 2CAMPAIGN
for great beer, cider and perry   

Become a    

BEER EXPERT                                      

3 4
Enjoy CAMRA 

BEER FESTIVALS  
in front of or behind the bar                                                                   

GET INVOLVED
and make new friends                                               

5 6Save      

YOUR LOCAL                                             
Find the       

BEST PUBS  
IN BRITAIN      

87
Get great        

VALUE FOR 
MONEY                                             

DISCOVER 
pub heritage and the 
great outdoors

9
Enjoy great      

HEALTH BENEFITS   
(really!)                                                                                                        10 HAVE YOUR SAY   
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