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The next edition of Full Pints will be published in 
December 2020. Articles, photos and other contributions 
should be sent to the editor at fullpints@awcamra.org.uk 
no later than Sunday 1st November 2020.

ABOUT CAMRA
CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale) is an independent, voluntary, 
consumer organisation whose vision is to have quality real 
ale, cider & perry and thriving pubs in every community. 
Membership (join.camra.org.uk) is open to all individuals and we 
currently represent nearly 200,000 members across the UK. It 
is governed by a voluntary unpaid national executive, elected 
by the membership. It has a branch structure which means that 
all members can join a local CAMRA branch and campaign and 
socialise locally. 

The Ayrshire & Wigtownshire Branch has over 600 members. 
Within the branch, we have four social group areas - namely 
North Ayrshire, South Ayrshire, East Ayrshire and Wigtownshire, 
each of whom organise regular events and meetings (usually 
monthly).

This edition of Full Pints is only available digitally as a download 
due to the continued COVID-19 restrictions (hence the 
temporary name change to Half Pints!). 

Despite the restrictions though, the majority of our pubs have 
now reopened, so please support them if you're able to do so. 
There are some useful reminders on pub etiquette on page 13 
compared to how they used to be.

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
http://www.ayrshirebeerfestival.co.uk
https://twitter.com/awcamra
https://twitter.com/troonbeerfest
https://www.facebook.com/groups/awcamra/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ayrshirerealalefestival/
http://join.camra.org.uk
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Branch News
The last edition of Full Pints was 
printed and distributed at the start 
of March, just before the lockdown 
started. We even reprinted the leaflet on where to find real ale on Arran in 
time for the upcoming tourist season! Since then though, most pubs and 
restaurants were closed until being allowed to reopen gradually from mid-
July, and we have been unable to hold any physical Branch CAMRA socials or 
committee meetings and that remains the case.

However, we've tried to keep in touch with members using social media (facebook and twitter) 
and regular emails. The emails initially contained listings of any outlets that were providing food 
or drink takeaway services and WhatPub added in a new COVID-19 provision. Since the hospitality 
sector opened up in mid-July, we've now got a list on our website indicating which real ale outlets 
have reopened, and we're happy to report that so far there have been very few pubs or hotels that 
will not be reopening.

At the time of publishing this magazine, the real ale outlets that have yet to reopen are as follows:
• The Ship Inn, Irvine (closed for the foreseeable future due to the death of one of the owners)
• Lochranza Hotel (closed for the foreseeable future)
• Merito, Dunlop (closed for foreseable future)
• Bruce's Well, Troon (closed permanently)
• Galloway Arms, Newton Stewart (unlikely to reopen)

For all outlets though, we've updated their listings on whatpub.com as best we can, but given the 
fluid nature of opening times we recommend that you contact outlets prior to visiting to check on 
opening times, availability of real ale or to make a table booking (if required). If you discover any 
details that need amended on WhatPub, please click 
the feedback link on the pub listing.

We've also been hosting a fortnightly online quiz, 
initially through CAMRA's The Red OnLion video 
conferencing app, but latterly we've moved over to 
Zoom as The Red OnLion is being closed down. Details 
for joining the quiz are published on our facebook page 
- it's great fun and we often have around 15 participants.

Our Branch AGM was due to be held at the end of 
March but COVID-19 put paid to that. Instead we'll 
be hosting an online virtual AGM on Monday 7th 
September at 8pm using Zoom. See 
page 8 for details.

If you are a Branch member, and haven't 
received any communications from us 
over the past few months, can we please 
ask that you check your registered email 
address and mailing preferences within 
your CAMRA account - full details on 
how to do this are on page 17.

Hopefully it won't be too long until we can meet again in person at a CAMRA Branch event.

Ayrshire & Wigtownshire
Campaign for Real Ale
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As the last edition of Full Pints went to print, we were in the final stages of 
judging our Pub of the Year – and we're delighted to say that The Steam 
Packet Inn, Isle of Whithorn won the competition with the runner up being 
Wellingtons Bar, Ayr. 

The Steam Packet also won our Cider Pub of the Year competition, and if you recall back to last 
year's beer festival, the Beer of the Festival was won by Five Kingdoms Captain Morrison's IPA. 
It was the intention to have held a triple presentation trip down to the Isle of Whithorn early in 
the Spring, but this hasn't been possible. Congratulations to Alastair Scoular and the staff at the 
Steam Packet for winning the awards. Normally, the Steam Packet would have gone on to the 
Scottish round of the POTY competition, but the competition has now been cancelled for this 
year as well. Despite the lockdown Alastair has continued trading, providing the community with 
takeaway snacks and meals, and the brewery was struggling to keep up with demand for bottled 
ales. He also took the opportunity to update parts of the Steam Packet, including the old ship 
lights outside the pub which have been beautifully restored. See page 26 for a further update 
provided by Alastair.

Alastair is pictured below receiving the Wigtownshire POTY award from Allan and Linda Dyson 
(reprinted from last edition).

Branch Pub of the Year

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
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CAMRA's Scotland and Northern Ireland Regional Director 
(SNID), Sarah Crawford, was successful in the election to 
become a member of CAMRA's National Executive back  
in April. 

The announcement should have been made at the Member's AGM, 
Weekend and Conference in York, but that event was unfortunately 
cancelled to the disappointment of many. We'll hopefully still have some 
articles from Sarah as a Scottish representative on the NE. Jonathan Kemp 
from the Glasgow branch is also a member of the National Executive.

However, Sarah's 
departure as 
SNID meant 
that an election 
was required 
for a new SNID, 
and after the 
closing date for 
nominations, 
Sarah's husband 
Joe Crawford 
was the only 
nomination, and his appointment as our new Regional Director 
was ratified at the online SNIB AGM and Meeting held on 
August 22nd. If you'd like to participate in or watch any future 
SNIB meeting to hear what's happening around the country, 
contact secretary@snib.camra.org.uk for details. Current secretary 
(and our Branch chair) Lindsay Grant retired from that role at 
the meeting and was awarded the SNIB Volunteer of the Year 
Certificate for 2020. We are now looking for a new SNIB Secretary, so if you have some basic 
admin skills, please give it consideration and contact Joe Crawford at rd.scotlandni@camra.org.uk

Ayrshire Real Ale Festival 
has been cancelled

Scottish News

Sarah and  
Joe Crawford

The committee met online via Microsoft Teams on 6th July, at which 
it was unanimously agreed to cancel this year's Ayrshire Real Ale 
Festival, which was due to take place from 1st - 3rd October in Troon 
Concert Hall. There were, and still are, simply too many COVID-19 
restrictions to adhere to and implement to make it a viable event this 
year. It will, hopefully, mean that our 21st festival will be in October 
2021! 

However, watch out for details coming soon of some online events 
we're planning over the same weekend - we're hoping to have 
some online video tours and virtual beer tastings from Ayr and Five 
Kingdoms breweries along with some music and other beer-related 
topics via our website. Keep up to date at www.ayrshirebeerfestival.co.uk

http://www.ayrshirebeerfestival.co.uk
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Branch AGM
Our branch AGM should have been held on Saturday 28 March in JG Sharps, 
Largs, but COVID-19 restrictions put paid to that.

There's no formal requirement for us to hold an AGM by a given date, but we're going to hold a 
virtual AGM via Zoom on Monday 7th September at 8pm, which will be a shorter version of the 
physical event, and will just cover the important business of the Branch. 

We're always needing some fresh blood within the committee, and if you've got a talent that you 
think would be useful to CAMRA, please consider putting yourself forward. In particular we're still 
looking for a Young Members' Coordinator, and a coordinator for South Ayrshire social meetings. 
Full details on all roles are available from Lindsay Grant, Branch Chairman.

The login details for the meeting are:  
https://zoom.us/j/96572812242?pwd=RG5jd1dQRTY2ZURrN2ozRndRM0xVQT09
Meeting ID: 965 7281 2242 Passcode: CAMRA

Branch Committee
The existing committee is as follows. We'll update, if required, in the next edition following or AGM.

Chair Lindsay Grant chair@awcamra.org.uk
Vice-chair/North Ayrshire Socials Ian Middleditch north-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk
Vice-chair/Public Affairs Coordinator Ray Turpie public_affairs@awcamra.org.uk
Branch Secretary Kenneth Middleditch secretary@awcamra.org.uk
Treasurer Ian Fairbairn treasurer@awcamra.org.uk
Membership Secretary Graeme Watt membership@awcamra.org.uk
Social Secretary Matt Miller social@awcamra.org.uk
Pubs / Clubs Campaigns Coordinator Mick Lee pubs@awcamra.org.uk
Full Pints Editor Stuart McMahon fullpints@awcamra.org.uk
Full Pints Advertising Janis Wood advertising@awcamra.org.uk
Beer Festival Organiser Douglas Graham festival@awcamra.org.uk
Public Transport Liaison Tom Parish publictransport@awcamra.org.uk
East Ayrshire Socials Alex Burt east-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk
South Ayrshire Socials – VACANT (Ray Turpie acting) south-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk
Wigtownshire Socials Malcolm McNeill wigtownshire@awcamra.org.uk
Webmaster Ronnie Beveridge webmaster@awcamra.org.uk
Young Members Coordinator – VACANT - -

The agenda is:
1. Minutes of 2019 AGM (Abbotsford Hotel, 

Ayr, 23rd March 2019)
2. Matters Arising
3. Treasurer’s Report, Adoption of Accounts 

and Appointment of Examiners of Accounts
4. Branch Constitution
5. Election of Office Bearers

6. Campaigning Targets 2019 - 2020 (update)
7. Campaigning Targets 2020 - 2021 

(proposed)
8. Competent Motions (notified to Chairman 

prior to meeting)
9. Any Other Competent Business
10. Date, Time and Venue of Next Meeting

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
https://zoom.us/j/96572812242?pwd=RG5jd1dQRTY2ZURrN2ozRndRM0xVQT09
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Pubs. Pints. People.
CAMRA's new weekly podcast continues, and is 
an excellent 30 minutes of discussion around a 
wide variety of topics. Season 1 discussions have 
included:
• Craft Beer
• Women in beer
• Cider
• Ecobrewing
• Homebrewing
• Pub music
• Cooking with beer

After 20 episodes, the podcast is taking a short, but well-deserved summer break, but Season 2 
will return at the end of September, albeit on a fortnightly basis. The team would love to know 
what you'd like to hear in Season 2. Are there any topics/stories you'd like covered? Is there 
anyone in your patch you think is worthy of an interview? Any quirky or interesting stories from 
your branch we should air? Forthcoming activities or branch news we should promote? If you've 
got anything to share, please email podcast@camra.org.uk for consideration. You can catch up on all 
past episodes or tune in afresh in September by visiting: shows.acast.com/pubspintspeople. You can 
also search for the show via Apple Podcast, Spotify or wherever you get your podcasts!

EBCU - Autumn 2020 roundup
Like many other organisations, the European Beer 
Consumers Union (EBCU) has been restricted 
by Covid-19 over the last few months but the 
Executive has continued to function using 
telephone conferencing. 

Unfortunately, the pandemic has set back our 30th Anniversary 
Year ambitions although we are still hopeful of gathering in the 
spring for a grand finale before the anniversary year ends in 
April 2021.

The 61st Plenary meeting in Germany was the first casualty 
and our annual Reception in Brussels at Brewers of Europe 
House is also unlikely to go ahead in September. Once things finally settled down a bit, however, 
a virtual meeting with delegates was arranged for August to try and push ahead with business, in 
particular, “The Way Forward-2020 and Beyond” proposed programme.

This might include a review of the structure and constitutional arrangements, consideration of 
becoming incorporated as a not for profit organisation, a more professional role for the Secretariat 
using a Service Level Agreement, clearly stated vision and mission statements and clear objectives 
against which the attainment of such objectives can be measured.

There is a lot of work to do and, hopefully, I will be able to report some progress next time. In the 
meantime, keep supporting your local brewers.

Ray Turpie, EBCU Executive August 2020. 

CE
LE

BRATING 30 YEARS

OF EBC U IN 2020

mailto:podcast%40camra.org.uk?subject=
http://shows.acast.com/pubspintspeople
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The Tam O’ Shanter Inn is officially Ayr’s 
oldest public house. Established in 1749 
it has served the people of Ayr through 
countless generations, and still offers the 
best Whiskies and locally-brewed Real Ales 
on the premises.

We are proud to serve Ales from our local 
‘Ayr Brewing Company’ who provide us 
with such delights as Leezie Lundie and  
Jolly Beggars.

Local fayre has been served on the premises 
for over 25 years – on offer within the bar 
or restaurant situated next door, are Cullen 
Skink to Haggis Nachos, traditional Haggis, 
Neeps and Tatties to Guinness Steak Pie – 
we serve it all.

The Tam O’Shanter Inn  
230 High Street, Ayr KA7 1RQ. Tel: 01292 611684

Catch us on our Instagram or Facebook pages for the latest news and offers.

The only thing warmer 
than our roaring fire is  

our welcome.

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
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oldest public house. Established in 1749 
it has served the people of Ayr through 
countless generations, and still offers the 
best Whiskies and locally-brewed Real Ales 
on the premises.

We are proud to serve Ales from our local 
‘Ayr Brewing Company’ who provide us 
with such delights as Leezie Lundie and  
Jolly Beggars.

Local fayre has been served on the premises 
for over 25 years – on offer within the bar 
or restaurant situated next door, are Cullen 
Skink to Haggis Nachos, traditional Haggis, 
Neeps and Tatties to Guinness Steak Pie – 
we serve it all.

The Tam O’Shanter Inn  
230 High Street, Ayr KA7 1RQ. Tel: 01292 611684

Catch us on our Instagram or Facebook pages for the latest news and offers.

The only thing warmer 
than our roaring fire is  

our welcome.

The Smoking Goat

Spring 2020

Brewery News
We have a new brewery in our branch area! 

Seagate Brewery is 
a small nano brewery 
based in Lamlash 
and is run by CAMRA 
member Steve 
Sparshott.

At present Steve is 
using 30L and 50L 
Hopcat machines to 
brew his selection of 
Belgian-inspired ales, 
albeit with a Scottish 
twist. There are four 
core bottled beers 
initially available - 
Lockdown Blonde 
(6%), Temptress 
Tripel (8%), Scottie 
Stout (5%) and 
Monday Morning 
Mocha (7%). There 
will be occasional 
beers including Red Rye Hood (American IPA, 
5%), Moulin d'Or Houblon (Citra dry-hopped 
blonde ale, 5.3%), RYIPA (pale rye IPA, 6.5%) 
and Sarky Scoffer (pale rye ale, 6.5%). 
More info and online shop at:  
www.seagatebrewery.co.uk

Sulwath Brewery Back in March 2020 Black 
Galloway won a silver medal in SIBA's National 
Independent Beer Awards.

Portpatrick Brewery – no news yet on whether 
the relocated brewery will start up .

Arran Brewery – no significant news to report. 
During the lockdown Arran Blonde was the 
main beer being produced in the Brodick-based 
brewery.

Ayr Brewing Company – Like most other 
breweries, bottle and minicask sales soared 
during lockdown and free delivery is still 
available to local customers. Cask sales to the 
pub trade are slowly returning now with some 
beers being seen further afield, including the 
Crown Hotel, Portpatrick.

We'd love to hear from breweries and pubs with any news snippets, events, awards etc.  
Send your info to fullpints@awcamra.org.uk

At the time of writing this, Bruce's Well in Troon 
has closed down permanently. It is also unlikely that 
the Galloway Arms in Newton Stewart will reopen.

The Ship Inn in Irvine is closed for the forseeable 
future following the sudden death of Jamie 
Murray, one of the brothers that ran the popular 
harbourside pub.

We have also received no information about the 
Lochranza Hotel on Arran, and to our knowledge it 
remains closed for the forseeable future.

Merito, Dunlop still remains closed for the 
forseeable future.

The Drift Inn in Lamlash is now dog friendly.

Many outlets have had to adapt their facilities 
to comply with the new restrictions by adding 
partitions between tables and enhancing their 
outdoor spaces. In Ayr, The Smoking Goat has 
upgraded 
their beer 
garden 
to allow 
more folk 
to use it, 
and it also 
has some 
snazzy 
LED mood 
lighting!

Local Pub News
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The First Edition, Kilmarnock

The Smoking Goat, Ayr

The Weston Tavern, Kilmaurs
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Help us power

Things are a little different right now.

Help CAMRA keep WhatPub up to

date by using the feedback 

form to let us know about 

any changes at the pub:

www.whatpub.com

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
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Located in the village of Dundonald, �e Auchans 

is a family run Restaurant - Bar with a fresh 

modern twist, and a friendly relaxed atmosphere 

oozing charm & character. We have a great 

selection of beer & wine including 2 cask ales. 

�e Auchans has been tastefully restored with 

original stone walls & real oak wood beams. 

Owned by the Kerr family, from the village, 

�e Auchans is the 2nd addition to the business. 

�e 1st, �e Waterfront in Ayr, opened in 2012 is 

a relaxed, stylish restaurant- bar situated 

overlooking the River Ayr.

29 MAIN STREET
DUNDONALD, KA2 9HH

 Telephone: 01563 851472
E-Mail:  info@theauchans.co.uk

Web:  www.theauchans.co.uk

www.facebook.com/theauchansdundonald
for details of our latest offers & promotions 

GOOD

GUIDE
BEER

W
E’RE IN IT

2020

Ale Trails
Our series of Ale Trails were updated just before the lockdown, although there 
are a few edits needing to be made to some of them now, but on the whole 
they are still accurate.They can be viewed / downloaded from the branch 
website at www.awcamra.org.uk. At present, we recommend conctacting outlets 
prior to visiting just to confirm opening times and availability of real ale.

There are eight trails available in total:
• Rail Trail 1: Ayr to Irvine
• Rail Trail 2: Largs to Saltcoats
• Rail Trail 3: Kilmarnock to Dunlop
• Walking Trail 4: Ayr Real Ale Trails
• Bus Trail 5: North & East Ayrshire
• Bus Trail 6: South Ayrshire
• Bus Trail 7: Wigtownshire
• Island Trail 8: Arran (print and online)

Ayrshire & Wigtownshire
Campaign for Real Ale

Ayrshire
Rail Ale Trails
Trail 1: Ayr to Irvine

www.awcamra.org.uk
Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out ourBrand Guidelines.

Ayrshire & Wigtownshire
Campaign for Real Ale

Ayrshire
Bus Ale Trails
Trail 5:  
North and East Ayrshire

www.awcamra.org.uk
Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out ourBrand Guidelines.

Dunlop from the air - ©Thomas Nugent / geograph.org.uk

Where to find 
Real Ale  
on ArranThis leaflet has been produced by the Ayrshire & 

Wigtownshire Branch of CAMRA – the Campaign for Real Ale – 
in order to highlight the various outlets selling cask ale on  
the Isle of Arran. Copies of our free multi award-winning  
“Full Pints” magazine are also distributed to all the outlets.

Within Scotland, the number of breweries has never been higher, and 
the number of outlets offering cask ale is also at an all-time high due 
to customer demand. The island has its own Isle of Arran Brewery 
based at Cladach, Brodick, which produces a variety of ales in cask, 
keg and bottle for both the home and export markets. 

Around the outlets on the island you will find cask ales from a variety 
of brewers, often including Ayr Brewing Company, Fyne Ales, Kelburn 
and Timothy Taylor, in addition to the local ales. 

The Kinloch Hotel, Blackwaterfoot hosts an annual beer festival 
usually in August, and the Rock n’ Blues Festival in September also 
has real ale available - both events are extremely popular.

Public transport is the best option for travelling around Arran, unless 
you have a sympathetic designated driver! If you intend visiting 
several outlets around the island, then purchasing an Arran Dayrider 
ticket is best value. The main bus terminal is at the ferry terminal and 
all buses will eventually end up there! 

From Brodick, Stagecoach Service 322 heads over the String Road 
directly to Blackwaterfoot. Service 323 travels round the south end 
via Lamlash and Whiting Bay to Blackwaterfoot (limited evening 
service to Blackwaterfoot), and Service 324 travels round the north 
end via Lochranza to Blackwaterfoot. Current timetables are available 
from www.spt.co.uk/bus/timetables.

For more information on the Ayrshire & 
Wigtownshire CAMRA Branch and the regular 
events and social meetings that are organised, 
including the Ayrshire Real Ale Festival in Troon, 
please visit www.awcamra.org.uk.

1. Kinloch Hotel

3. Brodick Bar

5. Wine Port 6. The Drift Inn

A. Isle of Arran Brewery

4. Ormidale Hotel

7. The Pierhead Tavern 8. Lochranza Hotel

2. Blackwaterfoot Lodge

Join up, Join in, Join the campaign Discover your reason to join CAMRA at: 

www.camra.org.uk/join
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Trail 8: Arran

Updated February 2020

Ayrshire & Wigtownshire
Campaign for Real Ale

Ayrshire
Rail Ale Trails
Trail 2: Largs to Saltcoats

www.awcamra.org.uk
Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out ourBrand Guidelines.

Ayrshire & Wigtownshire
Campaign for Real Ale

Ayrshire
Bus Ale Trails
Trail 6:  
South Ayrshire

www.awcamra.org.uk
Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out ourBrand Guidelines.

Ayrshire & Wigtownshire
Campaign for Real Ale

Ayrshire
Real Ale Trails
Trail 4: A series of walks 
around Real Ale pubs in Ayr

www.awcamra.org.uk
Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out ourBrand Guidelines.

Ayrshire & Wigtownshire
Campaign for Real Ale
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Rail Ale Trails
Trail 3: Kilmarnock to    
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www.awcamra.org.uk
Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.
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Ayrshire & Wigtownshire
Campaign for Real Ale

Wigtownshire
Bus Ale Trails
Trail 7: Wigtownshire – 
The Rhins and the Machars

www.awcamra.org.uk
Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out ourBrand Guidelines.

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
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New face on the NE!
"Sarah, you’re on mute!" wasn’t the first thing I 
thought the National Chairman would have said to me 
after being elected onto CAMRA's National Executive. 

But when the government 
was advising people to avoid 
pubs in March, it was inevitable 
that our National AGM in York 
was going to be cancelled. My 
appointment was confirmed 
via phone and I attended my 
first National Executive (NE) 
meeting as a member of the 
NE via Teams. I’ve had my 
induction with Ken Owst the 
company secretary on Teams. 
This included an overview of 
the legal responsibilities all the 
members of the NE have as 
they are classed as company 
directors. 

The first few meetings I’ve had 
have all been online. I have 
not had the chance yet to sit 
in the same room with all the 

other members of the NE and 
that’s very unusual for me. I’m 
sitting on the Commercial and 
Communications Committee 
which is giving me a great 
insight into how things work, 
including the production of the 
Good Beer Guide. There have 
been a few Covid-19 related 
issues for the NE to deal with, 
as you would expect, and 
even though pubs are closed 
CAMRA is still campaigning for 
real ale, pubs and breweries. 

I’ve still not celebrated my 
appointment with my CAMRA 
friends as I would have wanted 
to, and it still all feels a bit 
unreal with not physically 
attending meetings. 

I don’t think the government 
has ever mandated all the pubs 
in the UK to close so we are all 
in uncharted territory here. But 
I’m sure that when meetings 
start again we will all pick up 
where we left off. 

Hopefully we all can see our 
CAMRA friends in pubs soon 
or at beer festivals.

by Sarah Crawford, outgoing CAMRA Scotland  
& Northern Ireland Regional Director
Email: rd.scotlandni@camra.org.uk
Tel: 07846 856 930

CBOB cancelled due to COVID
The Champion Beer of Britain competition, along with the various 
regional heats including the Champion Beer of Scotland, which we 
were meant to be hosting at the Ayrshire Real Ale Festival, have also 
been cancelled for this year. 

Given the uncertainty in holding festivals for the foreseeable future, 
options for smaller, ticketed and limited session events are being 
explored. 

In place of the Great British Beer Festival this year, there will now be 
a (sold out) virtual online event with virtual tastings and beer-related 
tours taking place from 
Friday 11th Sept - Sunday 
13th Sept. The initial batch 
of tasting boxes of beers 
and ciders sold out within 
the first day of the event 
being announced. More 
details at virtual.gbbf.org.uk

Last year's Champion Beer of 
Scotland - Windswept Weizen

http://virtual.gbbf.org.uk
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Locally owned, 
refurbished pub 

with regular 
quiz nights 

& live music!!

71 Main Street
West Kilbride

KA23 9DS
     01294 822524

Bar Snacks now available
Thu: 1-7pm;  Fri-Sun: 12-7pm
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The Waterside
Bath Street, Largs 

Tel: 01475 672224

Two Real Ales from Kelburn available

Wednesdays - Poker
Fridays - Karaoke

Mondays - Poker

Food available every day except Monday, noon - 5pm
Check out our entertainment  
programme on Facebook

Saturdays - Live Music
Sundays - Open Mic Night

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
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visit
Shop.camra.org.uk

Britain’s family brewers are stalwarts of beer making. Some date back as far as the 
17th and 18th centuries and have survived the turbulence of world wars, bomb 
damage, recessions, floods, and the hostility of politicians and the temperance 
movement. This book, by leading beer writer Roger Protz, traces the fascinating 
and sometimes fractious histories of the families still running these breweries.

this title is supported by the

NEW TITLE

The Family Brewers of Britain 
by Roger Protz

Available to pre-order today

Member price £19.99 (RRP £25.00)
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Cask Ale Week
Cask Ale Week will be taking 
place from 24th September till 4th 
October, and is an opportunity to 
go to your local pub and celebrate 
our favourite style of beer. 

Alternatively, watch our special events which 
we'll be streaming as part of our virtual 
Ayrshire Real Ale Festival on Friday 2nd 
October (and maybe Saturday 3rd October).

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
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If you need to pursue the complaint further, 
contact your local Trading Standards office 
or Citizen’s Advice Bureau and they will 
guide you to the next appropriate step. Full 
contact information can be found on your local 
authority website or by calling:

www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk Tel: 01294 310100
www.east-ayrshire.gov.uk Tel: 01563 576602
www.south-ayrshire.gov.uk Tel: 01292 616060
www.dumgal.gov.uk  Tel: 030 33 33 3000

TRADING STANDARDS
If you have any complaint about your 
beer, such as poor quality or short 
measure, or if there is no price list 
displayed, you should remain polite 
and speak to the management of the 
pub concerned in the first instance.

Members' area on 
national website
Every CAMRA member has access to a 
dedicated members area on the national 
website: www.camra.org.uk > Login (top right). 

You just need your membership number and 
there's a link available if you don't know your 
password. Once logged in you can check that 
your email address is correct and that other 
membership details are correct at www.camra.
org.uk/my-membership > My Membership > Personal 
Details.

Also, under the Preferences tab, you can control 
what communications you receive from CAMRA, 
but we'd really appreciate if the contact by local 
branch options were set to "Yes". And whilst 
logged in, why not visit CAMRA's Discourse 
discussion forum at discourse.camra.org.uk.

19

Just for FunJust for Fun
No, I'm not coming down... 
I've already been walked by 

everyone in this family today!

http://www.camra.org.uk
http://discourse.camra.org.uk
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Explaining Beer Containers – 
Casks, Kegs & KeyKegs
This article appeared in Beer Buzz, the CAMRA magazine from Manchester, Salford and Trafford in 
December 2018, which in itself was adapted from an original piece written by Jack Summers-Glass 
for InnQuirer, the magazine of CAMRA’s Furness branch.

On the way from the brewery to your glass, beer is delivered from a variety 
of containers, including bottles, cans, kegs, casks and KeyKegs. You all know 
about bottles and cans, you probably know about casks but what about keg 
and KeyKeg?

Before we go on, we had better briefly mention 
the difference between container conditioning 
and brewery conditioning – we will hopefully 
return to this subject in more detail in a future 
issue.

If beer is container conditioned it means that 
when put into the container, it still has some 
yeast and sugars and can continue to ferment 
and mature in the container. This gives a natural 
carbon dioxide (CO2) ‘condition’ to the beer 
– gas is dissolved in the beer naturally and 
produces the head and ‘bubbles’ when released 
into your glass. If the beer is pasteurised and/
or filtered, then the yeast is killed and/or 
removed and the beer doesn’t ‘condition’ in the 
container. It will typically have CO2 (or nitrogen) 
injected under pressure to give the head and 
bubbles.

Some beers are conditioned in tanks at the 
brewery before putting into casks so the beer 
in the container is ‘bright’ – it contains very 
little yeast but is not pasteurised. Brewery 
conditioned beer can be “primed” with the 
addition of sugar and/or a small amount of 
yeast at packaging to gain condition in the 
container without having any significant impact 
on the flavour.

Generally, most cask beer contains yeast, while 
mass market keg lagers and “smooth” beers are 
filtered/pasteurised and artificially carbonated. 
The modern generation of keg & KeyKeg beers 
blur the boundaries as the beer they contain 
can be container or brewery conditioned.

THE CASK
The cask is the container from which most ‘real 
ale’ is served. Most casks are made of stainless 
steel, although many smaller breweries use 
lower cost plastic casks. Some breweries still 
use some traditional wooden casks for special 
beers – these impart additional flavours to the 
beer. The Society for the Preservation of Beers 
from the Wood continues to encourage brewers 
to keep the traditions of wooden casks alive.

Usually containing some yeast when filled, cask 
real ale continues to ‘condition’ in the brewery 
and/or pub cellar. Cask beer is “vented” before 
service, allowing the carbonation to settle 

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
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to a natural low level prior to being served. 
Lower carbonation is one aspect which sets 
cask ale apart from other formats. Cask ale 
is most commonly served from hand-pumps 
but is sometimes directly from the cask (as at 
beer festivals). In a small number of pubs it is 
pumped using electric or gas driven pumps to 
taps either on the bar or on the back wall.

Cask beer can be ‘fined’ (where a material, 
usually isinglass, is added to help the yeast drop 
to the bottom), or ‘unfined’ when the yeast 
drops naturally, sometimes leaving a ‘haze’ to 
the beer which is quite natural and not a fault.

Traditionally, the cask is placed on its side and 
beer poured or drawn from a tap inserted at 
the bottom. A more modern method of service 
allows casks to be stored upright and served 
using ‘spears’ that draw beer from the bottom 
or ‘widges’ 
that float 
just below 
the surface 
of the beer. 
The float 
systems 
mean the 
beer is 
always 
drawn 
from the 
top and 
therefore 
avoids 
the risk of 
drawing 
yeast sediment into the feed – assuming of 
course that the cask has been allowed to settle 
in the cellar!

As the beer is drawn out, air is drawn in either 
through a porous spile placed in the shive (the 
opening at the top of the cask) or, if the cask is 
vertical, through a vent that forms part of the 
extraction device.

Air is cask beer’s enemy and will result in the 
beer oxidising and spoiling if not sold within 
around 3 days. There is a device called a ‘cask 
breather’ that draws in CO2 at low pressure to 
replace the beer drawn out – this can help to 
prolong the life of a cask beer before it spoils. 
Some drinkers don’t approve of cask breathers 

and for many years CAMRA barred beers 
served on cask-breathers from being listed 
in the Good Beer Guide. This has now been 
withdrawn with CAMRA neither encouraging or 
discouraging the use of cask breathers.

THE KEG
This is the 
container 
that most 
of the major 
mass-
market 
beers come 
in – the 
heavily 
branded 
ales and 
lagers 
which form 
the majority 
of beer 
drunk in 
pubs.

These mass-market beers have no yeast in the 
keg and the beer is pressured from a gas bottle 
(usually either pure CO2 or a mix of 60% CO2 & 
40% nitrogen) in order to get it from the cellar 
to the tap. Keg beers usually pass through a 
flash cooler to give the ‘ice cold’ beer that the 
marketing folks love.

‘Smoothflow’ keg beers (including Guinness) 
use nitrogen instead of CO2 and are served 
using a mix of 70% nitrogen and 30% CO2.

Many newer ‘craft’ beers are also served from 
kegs. Most of these are not ‘conditioned’ in the 
keg but they will often have lower carbonation 
than the mass-market lagers and are intended 
to be served warmer.

The keg connector applies pressure from the 
top, forcing the beer out from the bottom of 
the keg via the spear. The pressure applied and 
the gas used can affect the product in the glass 
and it is up to the landlord to set the pressure 
appropriately for the beer. Unfortunately, many 
pub cellars are set up for serving mass market 
lagers without the adjustment needed for 
serving lower carbonation ‘craft kegs’ which 
can result in ‘craft’ keg beers not being served 
as the brewer intended.
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Most kegs are made from stainless steel, but 
there are now several variants of plastic keg 
in widespread use (brands including Dolium & 
EcoKeg) – these are intended to be disposable, 
removing the need for brewers to collect empty 
kegs.

You should not confuse a keg with a KeyKeg, 
which is a relatively recent invention.

THE KEYKEG
KeyKegs are an invention of a Dutch company 
called Lightweight Containers. They consist 
of an outer plastic container with an inner 
non-porous flexible bag that contains the 
beer. Pressurised gas or air is fed into the gap 
between the outer and inner containers and the 
beer is forced out of the feed at the top of the 
Key-Keg to the tap – the bag collapsing as beer 
leaves.

The gas never touches the beer so the 
carbonation level is set by the brewer and 
cannot be changed by settings in the pub cellar 
(although it is possible to “vent” a KeyKeg 
– or any keg for that matter – to reduce the 
carbonation).

If the beer is conditioned in the KeyKeg, as the 
gas used for serving it never touches the beer, 
such beers meet CAMRA’s definition of ‘real 
ale’. Some brewers are intentionally producing 
KeyKeg conditioned ales which contain active 
yeast although the majority of KeyKeg beers 
are brewery conditioned.

The beer exits via the top of the container with 
any yeast/sediment collecting at the bottom of 
the bag – KeyKeg conditioned beers need to 
be settled in the cellar just like a cask (although 
KeyKeg conditioned beers are rarely fined so 
will likely have a ‘haze’).

The 
majority 
of the 
plastic of 
a KeyKeg 
is PET, 
the same 
material 
as plastic 
bottles, 
however 
as they 
need to be 
dismantled, 
the UKs 
recycling industry still makes recycling KeyKegs 
difficult. To counter this, the manufacturers 
have initiated a “OneCircle” project to build 
a network of collection hubs as part of a 
logistics operation to route used plastic kegs for 
recycling, initially in the Netherlands.

Hopefully, this helps you understand how your 
beer gets from the brewer to your glass. 

Now, what the brewer puts into the container – 
that is an entirely different discussion!

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
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FRASERS BAR
Millport
Find us just up the road  
from the pier

7 Cardiff Street, Millport, Isle of Cumbrae KA28 0AS
Tel: 01475 530518

Quality Cask Ales 
Served All Year

Meals Served Every Day
12 noon-2.30pm / 5.30pm-7.30pm

“Island Escape”  
self-catering  
4-star luxury 
accommodation

Book at: www.cottages4u.co.uk  
Ref: 30200
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The Pierhead Tavern,  
Lamlash
Living on an island off the west coast of 
Scotland may not be the idyll tropical paradise 
but unless you know the Isle of Arran you won’t 
realise that it is indeed the prettiest and most 
varied of all the Scottish islands, with beautiful 
beaches covered in seals, waterfalls, high 
mountains and lots of lovely forests for the  
deer and eagles. 

However, running a hospitality business on 
an island has its challenges and no more so 
than when you find yourself locked down. 
The survival of our island businesses rely on a 
good tourist season and the Coronavirus could 
not have happened at a worse time for us. All 
stocked up ready for the Easter weekend, staff 
ready to come on board and with only hours’ 
notice we were instructed to shut our doors. 
Not even enough time to use up food and of 
course the incredibly sad loss of our real ale as 
not even I can manage a cask of ale within its 
shelf life. 

With the loss of stock on our shoulders, a 
terrible winter due to poor weather and ferry 
breakdowns, we were left in an awfully bad 
state of affairs. We could literally see the bank 
account emptying and with no prospect of 
making money. We of course explored all 
avenues for our business, but with a population 
of 4,600 spread over 167 square miles we 
had to eliminate the idea of takeaway which 
was what so many pubs were doing on the 
mainland. It simply did not make sense to take 
the chef off furlough and to drive for 30 mins to 
deliver two fish and chips. 

Some insights into the challenges faced by some of our pubs and breweries.

Audio recordings from CAMRA
You are probably all familiar with the CAMRA 
publications What's Brewing and BEER magazine, either 
in paper format or online, but did you know that on the 
CAMRA website there are also audio versions of these,  
to allow visually impaired members to enjoy the articles? 

There are currently more than 
two million people in the UK 
estimated to be living with 
sight loss severe enough to 
have a significant impact on 
their daily lives. The audio 
versions are recorded by 
CAMRA volunteers, and 

collated and co-ordinated by 
David King, a Wolverhampton 
Branch member. Including 
David, there are 11 readers, 
one of whom is Janis Wood, 
the Ayrshire & Wigtownshire 
Branch's new Advertising 
Manager. Janis has been 

volunteering with this role over 
the last four years.

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
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The other option for us was to consider off 
sales of beer, but the high prices of transporting 
stock to an island plus the cessation of 
deliveries from main distributors meant we 
were unable to compete with supermarket 
prices and takeaway beer did not work either. 

One supplier who did still deliver to us was 
our fruit 'n' veg supplier, Mark Murphy, so 
we decided to set ourselves up as a market 
with lovely fresh produce for local people to 
purchase. It by no means paid the bills, but 
it was really well received by locals and we 
provided a delivery service for those who were 
shielding and took pre-orders, sometimes 
numbering 50 plus boxes a day, so that people 
could simply pick up their box and drive away 
with fresh fruit 'n' veg! 

Post lockdown has meant a slow recovery for 
us, the ferry of course has a limited capacity 
but thankfully people are choosing a staycation 
in Scotland and therefore we opened our doors 
on the 31st July after being resigned to closing 
until next year. We now have a new lease of 
life and are hoping that the season will be 
extended past the October break to help us 
survive the winter. 

We are offering a smaller but varied menu with 
lots of vegetarian/vegan options and of course 
lots of seafood. With an amazing roof terrace 
and outside space on the front, along with a 
capacity of 60 inside we can now see some 
hope for the future out of lockdown. Three 
real ales from our range of Scottish brewers 
are currently tapped and we look forward 
to welcoming you to The Pierhead Tavern in 
Lamlash, Isle of Arran.

Jane Howe

Each month (and each quarter 
for BEER), David receives the 
material from CAMRA HQ as 
a PDF file, splits up the file, 
allocates pages, then sends 
them to the volunteer readers 
via DropBox. Readers are 
then expected to record and 
return their files within about a 
week. The readers are located 
anywhere from Scotland to 
Switzerland, but are mostly in 
England.

Janis records her files using 
Audacity software on a laptop 
and David is lucky enough 
to have access to a local 

recording studio, but also has 
a handheld digital recorder 
if needed. When the readers 
have made their recordings, 
they upload them to Dropbox, 
then David converts those that 
need it into mp3 format, adds 
the readers' names, makes 
all the files the same volume 
level, adjusts the file names if 
required so that they can be 
read in the correct order, then 
sends them to HQ.

Although the audio files are 
available on the CAMRA 
website, David is looking into 
the possibility of them also 

being distributed specifically 
to visually-impaired members.
The audio files can be found at 
wb.camra.org.uk/937-2/

INSIDE THIS MONTH:
Heritage archive goes online • Searching for a craft beer definition

Industry Insider: seasonal beers’ vital role • Brewer’s digital success

SEPTEMBER 2020

NEWSPAPER OF THE CAMPAIGN FOR REAL ALE

WHAT’S  BREWING

EVENT PLANNER
10 SeptemberSAVING LOCAL PUBSA CAMRA webinar for members on how to fight predatory planning 

applications threatening 
community pubs.For more information go to 

www.camra.org.uk

CAMPAIGN

DON’T MISS

THE merger of the brewing 
arm of Marston’s with Danish giant Carlsberg is 

to be delayed. It was planned to complete in September but 
pending a review by the 
Competition and Markets 
Authority (CMA) has been 
pushed back by about four 
weeks.

CAMRA says the deal 
could reduce the beers available to pub-goers and 

has called for the CMA to 
investigate the creation of 
the joint venture.CAMRA chief execu-tive Tom Stainer said the 

Campaign has raised 

serious concerns about 
the proposed merger and 
choice for beer drinkers 
– and over the future of British beers, brands and 

breweries. 
Tom said: “It is vital the 

CMA steps up the plate, 
thoroughly investigates the proposed joint venture 

between Marston’s and Carlsberg and helps to ensure there is fair compe-
tition, access to market 
for brewers, and decent 
consumer choice.”Marston’s will continue 

to operate its pubs and restaurants separately from 
the brewing operation.

CAMRA is calling on the 
prime minister to cut the 
tax on pints served in pubs to boost jobs and spending.
The call follows a survey 

which has found 42 per cent of people are visiting 
the pub less often than they did before lockdown. 

Nearly a quarter haven’t 
returned to the pub at all, 
while just three per cent 
said they were visiting pubs more often than they 

did before the pandemic.CAMRA national chairman Nik Antona said: “The beer and pubs 
industry needs certainty 

and support in the long-term – which is exactly why 
cutting tax on beer served 
on tap in pubs would give 
the sector stability, support 
jobs and encourage people 
to drink responsibly in the 
regulated setting of the community pub.”“A lower tax on draught 

beer, with the savings passed onto consumers, is 
a cut that specifically helps 
local pubs. That’s why we 
are calling on the govern-
ment to cut the price of a 
pint in order to level the playing field between pubs 

and cheap supermarket 
alcohol.”

TV chef Tom Kerridge has 
thrown his support behind 
the great British pub, writing the foreword for 

CAMRA’s Good Beer Guide 
2021 (GBG),  which is set to 
be released at the end of 
October.

Against the backdrop of 
a pub industry scarred by 
the Covid-19 lockdown, 
Kerridge (right) has urged 
the country to “stay strong 
and stay positive” in this 
year’s foreword.  

Now available for pre-order, the GBG is considered the definitive 
independent guide book to 
good pubs that serve real 
ale across the UK.Writing in the guide, Kerridge said: “The one 

thing we have all missed 
during lockdown is human 
connection and social interaction, which above all 

else, is everything that the 
great British pub provides – 
a warm, happy and friendly 

place for people to drink 
and eat.” 

Kerridge said the pub 
is recognised around the 
world as a uniquely British 
institution, with real ale acting as the cornerstone 

of that identity.“The passion and the heart and soul that goes 
into brewing is equal to the 
top wine makers, distillers, 
cheese makers, bakers, 
artisan chocolatiers or any 
other craft-led hospitality 

producer. It is something 
we should be very proud of.

“We need now more than ever to be positive and strong to enable us to 
drive the word home about 
how fantastic the great British pub is, and most 

importantly, what it brings 
to each and every commu-
nity,” said Kerridge. CAMRA members can order the guide at a 

reduced rate of £12 from 
shop1.camra.org.uk

BY TIM HAMPSON
IT’S a sell-out. More than half of 

the tickets available for the Virtual 

Great British Beer Festival, taking 

place between 11-13 September, 

have sold out within 24 hours of 

going on sale.Initially 500 tickets were released 

for the festival, giving attendees the 

chance to take part in a Festival Set 

tasting and one additional tasting 

session of their choice. The golden 

beers, dark beers, bitter beer and 

cider tickets quickly sold out, leaving 

just the beginners, foreign and real 

ale in a bottle tastings.Tickets are £46 and allow 

attendees access to a weekend of live 

expert-led tastings and pre-recorded 

events, including tours and Q&As 

with brewers, hop farmers and 

cider producers. Attendees will also 

receive a festival glass and 11 beers 

– five of which make up the Festival 

Set of Champion Beer of Britain 

category winners, and the other six 

form a tasting of a chosen style.
Festival organiser Catherine 

Tonry said: “It is astounding that 

more than half of the ticketed events 

have sold out in under 24 hours. It 

demonstrates how popular the Great 

British Beer Festival is, and the 

real appetite to stay connected with 

others over great beer.“No one has been immune to the 

struggles of the Covid-19 lockdown 

measures and the impact on our 

mental health, but virtual events 

like these can help combat loneliness 

and improve happiness and well-

being. We look forward to welcoming 

visitors back for a weekend of fun, 

friendship and great beer.”
As WB went to press additional 

tickets were put on sale for some of 

the sessions, but they are quickly 

expected to sell out quickly.
For more information virtual.gbbf.

org.uk

MICHELIN-STARRED CHEF BACKS OUR TOP GUIDE

Huge demand as virtual 
festival sells out in a day
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Five Kingdoms Brewery 
Isle of Whithorn
We were all ready for the new season by mid-March 
with our newly installed fermenting vessels and 
cooling system all ready to go. This would enable us 
to triple our production capacity and expand Five 
Kingdoms. 

I had employed a new management couple on 
18th March, John and Jayne, to take over the 
pub (the Steam Packet Inn) so I could focus on 
the brewery. Then lockdown hit and it’s been 
a rollercoaster ever since. We decided to keep 
the pub open for take away food and drinks, 
and also opened a bakery from the pub. We felt 
that is was important to try and stay open and 
provide a service for the locals and both proved 
popular. 

Fortunately, at the brewery we were carrying 
minimal stock as we had stopped brewing 
whilst we fitted all our new kit. We soon saw 
that the pub was selling an ever-increasing 
amount of beer through pick-ups and local 
deliveries, so we decided to keep brewing to 
build up a stock of bottles. Despite my own 
technological frailties, we managed to quickly 
get a new web site designed and up and 
running with an online shop. We were delighted 
with the response from customers far and wide 
– we have shipped our beers from the Outer 
Hebrides to central London – and it helped 
keep us going and motivated. The official beer 
of lockdown proved to be Dark Storm Stout, as 
it outsold all the others easily, and I’m not sure 
what to take from that!

Since lockdown has eased and the pubs have 
reopened, we have been flat out brewing at 
maximum capacity. We have been fortunate 
that the weather has been favourable and large 
numbers of people have been visiting the area 
and our pub and our local outlets have all been 
extremely busy. It has been heartening that 

overwhelmingly 
the customers 
have been 
fantastically 
supportive of 
our business and 
respectful of the 
Covid restrictions. We have been delighted that 
an increasing number of local outlets have been 
stocking our beers in various formats from cask 
to keg and bottle. Consequently, once again, I 
am now in the precarious position of being in 
danger of running out of beer to sell. We are 
now planning further expansion with another 
two or four fermenting vessels along with 
upgrading our bottling setup and a potential 
move into canning.

Despite all that, 
we still have 
found time to 
develop a couple 
of new beers. We 
have launched our 
own NEIPA, such 
is Life, primarily 
for bottle but 
also available 
in keg. It’s not 
for the fainted 
hearted at 6.9% 
abv with loads of 
hops in the boil 
and double dry 
hopped. 

Some insights into the challenges faced by some of our pubs and breweries.

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
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We have also 
started a 
limited-edition 
series of brews 
to allow us to 
experiment 
with new hops 
and recipes. 
The beers will 
be named 
after famous 
Scottish literary 
characters. The 
first of the series is Rebus, a 4% abv session 
ale using modern UK developed hops varieties 
Jester and Mystic. It is light, crisp and extremely 
refreshing, proving an instant hit with our 
customers. So, we will be rebrewing it a couple 
of times for cask as well as a limited bottling 
and keg run. 

We have a number of new beers in the pipeline 
including our own pilsner so watch this space. 
We hope to be able to open the brewery up to 
the public for tours and brew day experience 
days next season. 

We have been delighted by the level of support 
that we have received from all our customers 
and outlets and the future for the brewery looks 
bright, genuinely exciting times!!

Alastair Scoular

As Alastair 
mentioned 
in his article, 
several outlets 
in Wigtownshire 
are now stocking 
Five Kingdoms 
ales, including the 
Clashwhannon 
in Drummore, 
the Crown Hotel, 
Portpatrick, the 
Tigh na Mara 
Hotel in Sandhead 
and the House 
O' Hill Hotel at Bargrennan. There are several 
other outlets also being supplied just outside 
our branch area (located in Kirkcudbright, 
Gatehouse of Fleet, Haugh of Urr and 
Dumfries). The brewery also has a number of 
bottle outlets including a new one at Henrys 
Bay House bar and restaurant in Stranraer – Ed.
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The Weston Tavern 
Kilmaurs
MOVING TO THE NEW WORLD 

It was a busy night and the restaurant fully 
booked, “All premises must close as soon as 
possible” and that was the start of the end of 
life as we knew it. 

With The Weston just starting its final quarter 
of its 3rd full financial year things were very 
positive and turnover had already surpassed the 
previous full years. We still had three months 
of trading to go; Mothers Day, Fathers Day, 6 
weddings booked, 19 outside catering events 
plus three old firm matches. All of these events 
plus the great summer weather would have 
brought loads of customers to our Tavern and 
Restaurant. This would have given us a great 
end to our financial year, putting us in a strong 
position to move forward with our growth plans 
of rooms and our own micro brewery.

It was that evening when we were told to close 
by the Prime Minister and after all our guests 
were away, I went home and redid our financial 
forecasting and planning. We would have had 
3 months with no income and be in severe 
trouble with me not only losing my house but 
also my business. My business means more to 
me than most people understand, as a child 
I dreamed of being the owner of The Weston 
Tavern.

“It is not the strongest or 
the most intelligent who 
will survive but those 
who can best manage 
change.”
Leon C. Megginson

So change it was, I was not going to be beaten 
or ultimately lose what we have achieved so 
far, not only in business but for our community. 
One thing that immediately became apparent 
to me was the issues with people getting their 
groceries during the lock down, especially if 
they relied on a home delivery. It took six hours 
from being told to lock down to having set up 
a home delivery service, which enabled me to 
deliver fresh groceries to local people who were 
unable to make it to the supermarkets. As time 
went on and our cash reserves were dwindling 
away, Easter Sunday was upon us and I had an 
idea: ‘Christmas 2’ Turkey dinner delivered to 
your door with an added cracker as a surprise 
for everyone. 

There was an attached note asking people 
to share their dinner on social media. All of 
this was done at cost price, which meant we 
made no profit from it. However, it was not our 
intention to make profit from the endeavour. 
The intention was to get social media attention 
on our Facebook page which helped us to 

Some insights into the challenges faced by some of our pubs and breweries.

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
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launch our home delivery and collection 
service which worked a treat. This resulted in 
good regular sales at the weekend. With our 
groceries in place, we were still not in a good 
position merely at a level of breaking even.

However, this was only done by deferring 
rent and other bills. I was very close to losing 
everything, even with the furlough scheme 
paying our Weston family it wasn't going to be 
enough. We were also to be accepted to take 
part in the ‘Budweiser save pub life scheme’ 
where they matched all voucher sales that were 
sold. We had been given an allocation of  
£1,000 worth of vouchers to sell, which meant 
we were given an additional £1,000 to help fund 
the survival.

The Hospitality Grant announced by the UK 
government was a very welcome £25k,  
however not for us in Scotland. Had The Weston 
been in England we would have qualified for 
the £25k but because of changes to Grant 
criteria made by the Scottish Government this 
resulted with us only receiving £10k, but that's a 
topic for another matter and one that takes too 
much explaining.

The temporary plaster fixing was working 
for the time although I knew it wouldn't be 
enough, so to secure the future of the Weston 
we managed to move our bankings to Barclays, 
and in the process restructuring my business. 
With this getting us to the stage of re opening 
outside spaces before inside was allowed 
to resume, it was a relief for me to get to 
that stage as I was only 6 hours from losing 
everything at one point.

Now, as we adjust to the new world that we 
are emerging from, life will be different for a 
long time to come. For the foreseeable future 
where social distancing measures are with us, 
we will all have to continue to adapt. But there 
is always light that shines through the darkness, 
there is always a path, however, sometimes this 
can be blocked. 

With the nice weather and temperatures 
soaring, we purchased takeaway plastic pint 
glasses to sell to our customers. This enabled 
them to enjoy pints of draught beer in their  
own back garden before we had even opened 
our doors. 

As well as selling 
takeaway pints, 
we adapted to the 
ongoing lock down 
and introduced our 
walk-thru shop. This 
involved moving our 
coffee machine to 
the side entrance of 
the building which 
means customers 
are able to safely 
enter the side entrance, receive their coffee and 
cake, and then exit through the front entrance 
following the one-way system put in place.

Now we are here and trading and we are busy 
but this is down to the chancellors ‘Eat out 
to Help Out’ incentive. However, it is another 
plaster fix, one which will not sustain the 
hospitality sector. I fear more help will be 
needed by January/February or there will 
be mass casualties within the hospitality and 
tourism sector. One which we should be able 
to weather but that is because of our local 
community, our group of loyal and fantastic 
guests who use us. Our reputation for food is 
also a contributing factor with us sitting First on 
TripAdvisor for East Ayrshire for 3 consecutive 
years which brings us additional trade from 
outwith our local area.

Our industry has to be prepared to adjust to a 
new way of operating, as standing and sitting at 
the bar are things of the old world which I fear 
might never return, changing the landscape of 
the Hospitality sector in this New World we now 
find ourselves in.

A massive thank you to everyone that has used 
and supported us and also for my Weston 
family for sticking by me in the new world that 
we live in. Stay safe, everyone.

John Cairns
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The Smoking Goat, 2A Academy Street, Ayr  
www.thesmokinggoat.com

Wellingtons
17 Wellington Square
Ayr, KA7 1EZ

W: www.welliesbar.weebly.com   E: welliesayr@hotmail.co.uk

Tel: 01292 262794  

Basement Bar 
close to Ayr beach

Traditional Ales
Traditional Music 

• ����������������
��������������������
����������������������

��	���

• ������������������
��������������
�����������

• ����������������
��������

• �����������������
���������������������������������
	�
��������������
���
�����������������
�

GOOD

GUIDE
BEER

W
E’RE IN IT

2020

A
yr

sh
ire

 & Wigtownshire CAM
R

A

SOUTH AYRSHIRE
Pub of the Year
2019

http://www.awcamra.org.uk


31

Autumn 2020

HALF

Our Branch has Social Groups covering 
North, South and East Ayrshire, and 
Wigtownshire. At present, whilst 
COVID-19 restrictions remain in place, 
there are no physical CAMRA events 
taking place, although we encourage 
individuals to support their local pubs 
where possible.

For more information on the social 
groups, please contact the area 
coordinators listed below:

North Ayrshire - meets 3rd Thursday of every 
month. Contact Ian Middleditch.  
Email: north-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk

South Ayrshire - VACANT 
Email: south-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk

East Ayrshire - meets last Wednesday of 
every month. Contact Alex burt.  
Email: east-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk

Wigtownshire - contact Malcolm McNeil for 
details. Email: wigtownshire@awcamra.org.uk

BRANCH SOCIAL ACTIVITIES
Additionally, we also hold social outings on an occasional 
basis to other festivals (e.g. Alloa and Fife) and breweries 
such as Loch Lomond, Broughton and Strathaven. 

See www.awcamra.org.uk for details or contact  
social@awcamra.org.uk for more information.

GETTING AROUND

Listed below are some  
useful contact details for  
transport providers in our Branch area.

STAGECOACH WEST SCOTLAND  www.stagecoachbus.com
Tel: 01294 607007 (Ardrossan)
 01292 613500 (Ayr) 
 01776 704484 (Stranraer) 
 01770 302000 (Arran)
 0345 121 0190 (Disability Helpdesk)

SHUTTLE BUSES  www.shuttlebuses.co.uk
Tel: 0800 072 0373 

McGILL'S BUSES  www.mcgillsbuses.co.uk
Tel: 08000 51 56 51

SCOTRAIL  www.scotrail.co.uk
Tel: 0344 811 0141

CALEDONIAN MACBRAYNE  www.calmac.co.uk
Tel: 0800 066 5000

TRAVELINE SCOTLAND www.travelinescotland.com

AYRSHIRE and

WIGTOWNSHIRE

Our Ale Trails using public transport have now 
been updated and are available to download 

from our website, www.awcamra.org.uk

CODE OF CONDUCT
Our wish is for everyone to enjoy themselves and have 
fun on our trips and events. However please remember 
that trip organisers have only volunteered to arrange 
times and /or travel arrangements and to provide 
information about the venue(s). 

CAMRA promotes responsible drinking and so excessive 
drinking will not be tolerated on CAMRA outings. 
Members should not behave in any manner that may 
bring the Campaign into disrepute. Any member 
doing so may be barred from future events. You are 
responsible for your own safety and wellbeing. If you 
have an existing medical condition that requires support 
you must bring your own backup/carer with you. 

Every CAMRA branch adheres to CAMRA’s 
privacy policy. Within our branch we use 
a centralised communications tool for 
sending out our monthly emails to our 
branch members. 

However, for certain aspects of our work, 
for example, the beer festival, we will 
occasionally need to contact folk directly 
by way of having a ‘legitimate interest’. 
Any communications from our branch will 
contain details of how to unsubscribe from 
the emails if that is your desire. However, 
our hope is that as a member of CAMRA, 
you value the information that is sent to 
you, and that it is useful, particularly at 
branch level. If it isn’t, then please talk to us 
in the first instance so we can understand 
your concerns.

You can check your email address is correct 
at www.camra.org.uk. Sign in using your 
memebrship details, and select 'Edit your 
membership information'.

https://www.stagecoachbus.com/
http://www.mcgillsbuses.co.uk
http://www.scotrail.co.uk
http://www.calmac.co.uk
http://www.travelinescotland.com
http://www.camra.org.uk
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F O O D  S E R V E D

M O N D AY  N I G H T

W E E K LY

T I L L  7 P M  D A I LY

Q U I Z  9 P M

G U E S T  A L E

G�d Drink, G�d F�d, G�d Times!

T H R E E
R E A S O N S

T H E  

F R E E  H O U S E  |  B A R  &  D I N E R

thethreereasonslargs

14 GALLOWGATE STREET, LARGS KA30 8LX
CALL: 01475 672330 MAIL: enquir ies@thethreereasons .co.uk

VISIT: www.thethreereasons .co.uk

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
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Pubs may now be reopening but the industry is still 
in trouble. CAMRA needs to keep momentum going 
and to enable us to continue to be an effective 
lobbying organisation for pub lovers and the pubs 
industry, we need your support more than ever. 

To help us achieve that, CAMRA has produced a poster which 
can be downloaded for free here: camra.org.uk/save-pubs-poster-
download

Then why not stick it up in your front window – so our message 
is seen on streets around the country. Take copies to local 
community areas, such as pubs and community boards, and 
post if allowed

Take a photo of the poster in situ and share on social media 
feeds – Twitter, Facebook, Instagram – using the hashtags 
#SavePubs #JoinCAMRA @CAMRA_Official

When posting, you could also explain why you want to save 
pubs, what CAMRA is doing to help pubs and breweries, or why 
CAMRA membership counts to you!

Thanks for helping us spread the word! And if you're not a 
member of CAMRA, you can sign up at camra.org.uk/joinup

The Society of Independent Brewers (SIBA) 
recently held the National and Regional 
Digital Beer Awards 2020, in lieu of their 
traditional annual physical event. 

Salopian Brewery's Darwin's Origin, a 4,3% copper 
coloured bitter ale, took the overall gold medal in the 
national competition. Glasgow's Ride Brewery won a 
gold for their 6% Mojito Sour in the Bottle/Can Sours/ 
Spontaneous category.

In the Scottish Regional competition Five Kingdoms'  
Wee McAsh Bitter (5.4%) won a gold in the British Dark 
beers (4.5-6.4%) category and Dark Storm Stout (6.9%) won a silver in the Strong Beers (6.5% and 
over) category. Sulwath won a gold for Solway Mist (5.5%) in the Speciality Light beers category. 

The full Scottish results can be viewed at : 
www.siba.co.uk/2020/08/05/siba-scotland-results-table-digital-beer-awards-2020/

Save Pubs - Join CAMRA

SIBA - Digital Beer 
Awards 2020

http://camra.org.uk/save-pubs-poster-download
http://camra.org.uk/save-pubs-poster-download
http://camra.org.uk/joinup
http://www.siba.co.uk/2020/08/05/siba-scotland-results-table-digital-beer-awards-2020/


www.awcamra.org.uk

34

Did you know that CAMRA has a Learning & Discovery section on their website 
where you can support your lifelong learning about beer, cider, perry and pubs 
with high quality content carefully curated from trusted industry voices and 
our volunteer community?

You can choose your own journey of discovery using either "The Basics" for 
begineers, "Learn More" for enthusiasts and "Discover" for connoisseurs.

The Basics: Includes the fundamental information anyone needs to get started. 
Begin here to get a feel of exactly what beer, cider and perry are – including a 
brief overview of the ingredients and processes involved in making them. You 
can also find pubs near you where you can field test your new found knowledge 
in the finest surroundings and company.

Learn More: If you understand the basics and feel happy talking about your 
favourite drinks, you might want to know a lot more about what makes them so 
unique and enjoyable. Start that journey here with CAMRA. Take a more in depth 
look at brewing and cider making, as well as the origins, provenance and history 
of beer, cider and pubs.

Discover: If you are looking to take on the next level of knowledge, take 
a journey of discovery via CAMRA membership. Explore our content and 
resources to take a deep dive into beer, cider, perry and pubs. This section is still 
being populated but currently includes a history of IPA by author, Pete Brown, 
and a look at Heritage Beer Styles, Mixed Fermentation and Barrel Ageing and 
Conditioning.

To discover your journey, visit camra.org.uk/learn-discover/ and also log in to your 
members' area at camra.org.uk for extra content. 

CAMRA's Learning and 
Discovery space

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
http://camra.org.uk/learn-discover/
http://camra.org.uk
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All CAMRA members are reminded  
(and encouraged) to score any real ales 
you drink at www.whatpub.com.

Last year we received around 2,500 scores for our 
local pubs, but on average those scores came from 
approx 40 members (out of around 680 members). 
So, if you haven't scored a beer before, please take 
a few moments at whatpub.com and give it a go. 

Your scores help our branch select the best pubs 
for inclusion in the Good Beer Guide - each year we 
have to select just 27 pubs from the 70 or so in our 
branch area. 

There are three very simple steps to take in order to 
do this on your smartphone or computer:

1. Sign in to whatpub.com with your CAMRA 
membership number and password 

2. Select the pub you wish to score.

3. Score your beer using the criteria above, and select the brewery and then the beer and finally 
hit the Submit button. 

If scoring a pub with a very low score (0 or 0.5) it would be helpful to include some comments 
why that score has been given. 

Beer Scoring HOW TO SCORE A BEER
0 Should only be used if no cask 

ale is available.
0.5 - 1 
POOR

Beer is anything from barely 
drinkable to drinkable with 
considerable resentment.

2 
AVERAGE

Competently kept, drinkable pint 
but doesn’t inspire in any way.

3 
GOOD

Good beer in good form. You want 
to stay for another pint and may 
have the beer again

4 
VERY GOOD

Excellent beer in excellent 
condition. You stay put!

5 
PERFECT

Probably the best you are ever 
likely to find. A seasoned drinker 
will award this score very rarely.
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Telephone: 01671 402121  Fax: 01671 403258
www.creebridge.co.uk   Email: info@creebridge.co.uk

Creebridge House Hotel, Newton Stewart, Wigtownshire DG8 6NP

Meals Served Daily
12-2pm and 6-9pm

Traditional Roast Served every Sunday
Extensive Bar Menu

Award-winning Table D’Hôte
and À La Carte Dining Available

REAL ALES SERVED HERE

Membership
Our beer festival is always a healthy event for 
recruiting new members to the Campaign but 
there will be a shortfall this year given that the 
festival is cancelled. In an attempt to offset 
this, we are asking you to try hard to recruit 
someone – ask your family, friends, neighbours, 
etc. If we were all to recruit just one member, 
our branch membership would increase by 611! 
Membership info can be found online at  
camra.org.uk/joinup

great reasons  
to join CAMRA10

What’s yours?  
Discover your reason 
and join the campaign today:

www.camra.org.uk/10reasons

1 2CAMPAIGN
for great beer, cider and perry   

Become a    

BEER EXPERT                                      

3 4
Enjoy CAMRA 

BEER FESTIVALS  
in front of or behind the bar                                                                   

GET INVOLVED
and make new friends                                               

5 6
Save      

YOUR LOCAL                                             

Find the       

BEST PUBS  
IN BRITAIN      

87
Get great        

VALUE FOR 
MONEY                                             

DISCOVER 
pub heritage and the 
great outdoors

9
Enjoy great      

HEALTH BENEFITS   
(really!)                                                                                                        10 HAVE YOUR SAY   

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
http://camra.org.uk/joinup
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Join the campaign today at
www.camra.org.uk/joinup

Join us, and together we can protect the traditions of great  
British pubs and everything that goes with them.
Become part of the CAMRA community today – enjoy discounted 
entry to beer festivals and exclusive member offers. Learn about 
brewing and beer and join like-minded people supporting our 
campaigns to save pubs, clubs, your pint and more. 

*Price for paying by Direct Debit and correct at April 2020. Concessionary rates available.  
Please visit camra.org.uk/membership-rates

Love beer? Love pubs?
Join CAMRA

Discover  
why we joined.
camra.org.uk/

10reasons
Includes 

£30  
Real Ale

Cider & Perry
Vouchers

From  
as little as 

£26.50*
a year. That’s less 

than a pint a  
month!

CAMRA Recruitment A5 Branch Ads - Feb 2020.indd   3CAMRA Recruitment A5 Branch Ads - Feb 2020.indd   3 17/02/2020   09:5017/02/2020   09:50



www.awcamra.org.uk

38

Largs

Fairlie

West Kilbride

Gateside
Lugton

Dunlop
Stewarton
Kilmaurs
Kilmarnock

Sorn

Ayr

Kirkmichael

Maybole

KirkoswaldTurnberry

Bargrennan

Newton Stewart

Garlieston

Bladnoch
Wigtown

Isle of Whithorn

Drummore

Sandhead

Portpatrick

Kirkcolm

Stranraer

Ardrossan

Saltcoats
Irvine
Troon Dundonald

Prestwick

Alloway

Millport
Lochranza

Blackwaterfoot

Brodick
Lamlash

Local Breweries

Towns & villages where 
cask ale is available – 
check whatpub.co.uk 
for outlet details

Arran

Ayr

Kelburn

Strathaven

Sulwath

Five 
Kingdoms

Portpatrick

Jaw

Not to scale. Reproduced from Ordnance Survey 
map data by permission of the Ordnance Survey 
© Crown Copyright 2020

Full branch info at: www.awcamra.org.uk

Ayrshire & 
Wigtownshire
CAMRA Branch

South Ayrshire

Wigtownshire

East Ayrshire

North 
Ayrshire

Do you know of a pub or club that 
sells real ale and isn’t listed? 
Please let us know by emailing:  
pubs@awcamra.org.uk

Great rates 
to advertise 
in Full Pints

Just £15 for 
1/8 page or 
£30 for 1/4 page

Just £50 for 
1/2 page or 
£90 for full page 

advertising@awcamra.org.uk

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
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AYRSHIRE & WIGTOWNSHIRE REAL ALE OUTLETS
EAST AYRSHIRE

DUNLOP
Merito

KILMAURS
Weston Tavern §

SORN 
Sorn Inn

STEWARTON
The Mill House

KILMARNOCK
Brass & Granite 
The Cotton Mill
First Edition C
Wheatsheaf Inn C  

*  CAMRA members have noted that real ale is not 
always available at these outlets.

§  Special offers for card-carrying CAMRA members

SOUTH AYRSHIRE

ALLOWAY
Cambusdoon Sports 
Club

AYR
Abbotsford Hotel
Ayrshire & Galloway*
Chestnuts Hotel 
Glen Park Hotel
Tam o’ Shanter

WIGTOWNSHIRE

BARGRENNAN
House O’ Hill Hotel

BLADNOCH
Bladnoch Inn

DRUMMORE
Clashwhannon

GARLIESTON
Harbour Inn

ISLE OF WHITHORN
Steam Packet Inn §

KIRKCOLM
Blue Peter Hotel

WIGTOWN
Craft

NEWTON STEWART
Black Horse Hotel * 
(summer only)
Creebridge House Hotel
Crown Hotel
Galloway Arms Hotel

PORTPATRICK
Crown Hotel 
Harbour House Hotel

SANDHEAD
Tigh na Mara Hotel

STRANRAER
Grapes §
Ruddicot Hotel

CAMRA members are encouraged to score ales they drink in their local pub, as it assists the committee in considering outlets for inclusion in the 
Good Beer Guide. Please take a few moments to score your beers on whatpub.com if you visit them.

C  CAMRA vouchers accepted
#  Weekends only
	Red - still closed / not reopening

NORTH AYRSHIRE 

ARDROSSAN
Ardrossan Rugby Club 

FAIRLIE
Village Inn

GATESIDE
Gateside Inn 

IRVINE
The Auld Brig C
R&A Sports Bar
Ship Inn * (summer only)

LARGS
J G Sharps
The Paddle Steamer C
Three Reasons
Waterside

LUGTON
Padaro 
(formerly Canny Man) 

MILLPORT
Fraser’s Bar 
The Twa Dugs *

SALTCOATS
Salt Cot C  

WEST KILBRIDE
The Twa Dugs 

ISLE OF ARRAN 

BLACKWATERFOOT
Kinloch Hotel 
Blackwaterfoot Lodge

BRODICK
Arran Brewery § C  
Brodick Bar *
Ormidale Hotel
Wine Port 

LAMLASH
Drift Inn
Pierhead Tavern

LOCHRANZA
Lochranza Hotel

The Smoking Goat
The Twa Dugs
Waterfront 
Wellingtons Bar 
West Kirk C

DUNDONALD
The Auchans

KIRKMICHAEL
Kirkmichael Arms

KIRKOSWALD
Souter’s Inn

MAYBOLE 
Maybole Arms 

PRESTWICK 
Prestwick Pioneer C 

TROON
Bruce’s Well
Cheeky Charlie’s
Harbour Bar *
McKay’s 
Marr Rugby Club #
South Beach Hotel *

TURNBERRY
Turnberry Hotel (tbc)*

Current Branch Area Pub of the Year
Overall Branch Pub of the Year 2020

Great rates 
to advertise 
in Full Pints

Just £15 for 
1/8 page or 
£30 for 1/4 page

Just £50 for 
1/2 page or 
£90 for full page 

advertising@awcamra.org.uk
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