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We hope to publish the next edition of Full Pints 
in September 2021. Articles, photos and other 
contributions should be sent to the editor at fullpints@
awcamra.org.uk no later than Friday 13th August 2021.

ABOUT CAMRA
CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale) is an independent, voluntary, 
consumer organisation whose vision is to have quality real 
ale, cider & perry and thriving pubs in every community. 
Membership (join.camra.org.uk) is open to all individuals and we 
currently represent around 175,000 members across the UK. It 
is governed by a voluntary unpaid national executive, elected 
by the membership. It has a branch structure which means that 
all members can join a local CAMRA branch and campaign and 
socialise locally. 

The Ayrshire & Wigtownshire Branch has over 630 members. 
Within the branch, we have four social group areas - namely 
North Ayrshire, South Ayrshire, East Ayrshire and Wigtownshire, 
each of whom organise regular events and meetings (usually 
monthly), albeit these are still in abeyance at present due to 
CAMRA guidelines regarding the COVID restrictions.

Once again, this slimmed-down edition of Full Pints has been 
emailed out to Branch members and is available online as a 
download due to the continued COVID-19 restrictions (hence the 
temporary name change to Half Pints!). 

Most pubs have now reopened - whatpub.com should show the 
latest status but please check with any outlets directly as to 
their opening times, booking requirements and availability of 
real ale.

https://shop1.camra.org.uk

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
http://www.ayrshirebeerfestival.co.uk
https://twitter.com/awcamra
https://twitter.com/troonbeerfest
https://www.facebook.com/groups/awcamra/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ayrshirerealalefestival/
http://join.camra.org.uk
https://shop1.camra.org.uk
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Branch News in brief
At the time of going to 
press, CAMRA is still 
advising branches not to 
hold any social activities 
or physical meetings due 
to the ongoing COVID-19 
restrictions.

We hope that these 
restrictions will be eased 
soon and that the vaccination 
programme continues apace 
giving us all some hope for 
a return to some kind of 
normality in the near future.
If areas manage to stay in 
Level 2 or lower then at least 
our pubs can operate both 
inside and outside. So far, the 
majority of real ale pubs in our 
area have reopened and there 
have, thankfully, been very few 
casualties.

Your committee still meets 
regularly via Zoom to discuss 
any matters as required. Our 
AGM was held on 29th March 
via Zoom and agreed the 
branch targets and approved 

the committee for 
the forthcoming year. 
Those targets and committee 
membership are shown 
opposite.

We've been holding our 
monthly quiz on the 1st 
Thursday of every month via 
Zoom, hosted by Douglas 
Graham, and these have been 
popular. However, we're going 
to stop them over the summer 
months as we'll hopefully be 
enjoying being back in a pub! 

Our two online beer tasting 
socials featuring beers from 
Leatherbritches Brewery were 
well received and we have 
arranged another session 
featuring beers from Seagate 
Brewery in Lamlash. See page 
6 for details.  

At the moment, we are hoping 
to produce the Autumn 2021 
edition of Full Pints as a 
printed edition once more. 
For that to happen, we'll 
need to be certain that pubs 

will accept printed materials, 
that we have a group of 
members will to help with 
the distribution, and most 
importantly that we source 
sufficient advertising to cover 
the printing costs. 

To that end, our new 
Advertising Manager, 
Janis Wood, will 
be contacting all 
former advertisers 
to introduce herself, 
and to hopefully 
encourage you 
to continue to 
support CAMRA 
and the promotion of Real 
Ale in South West Scotland. 
New advertisers are always 
welcome, and they don't need 
to be pubs or restaurants. 
You can contact Janis at 
advertising@awcamra.org.uk if 
you have any suggestions of 
new contacts. Our competitive 
advertising rates are shown in 
the red info column on page 3.

Ayrshire Real Ale Festival
We regret to announce 
that this year's Ayrshire 
Real Ale Festival, due 
to be held in Troon in 
October 2021, has been 
cancelled.

The committee met on 
Monday 7th June, having been 
discussing options since the 
start of the year, and it was 
agreed by a majority that the 
ongoing COVID restrictions 
relating to social gatherings 
and social distancing 
would make the festival 
unviable. CAMRA's National 

Executive also recently issued 
instructions to branches, 
setting some conditions and 
parameters for CAMRA beer 
festivals in relation to COVID 
uncertainties, etc., which must 
be met before they'll allow a 
festival to be held.

For Troon, having table service 
and greatly restricted capacity 
would affect the festival's 
viability, even if several 
ticketed sessions were run. 

As such, it was agreed to 
cancel this year's festival 
with the hope that we may 

finally be able to celebrate 
our belated 21st Birthday in 
2022 in more normal settings. 
In the meantime, please look 
out for some smaller pub/club  
festivals, which may take place 
throughout the country at 
the start of August under the 
banner of the "Great British 
Beer Festival in your Local".

Ayrshire & Wigtownshire
Campaign for Real Ale

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
mailto:advertising%40awcamra.org.uk?subject=
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Branch Targets
Our new Branch targets are as follows:

• Encourage members to visit pubs and 
score beers. Use the data to inform us of 
pubs' eligibility for GBG entry and assist in 
improving beer quality.

• Consider strategies to maintain/increase 
membership – members are encouraged to 
recruit new members, Full Pints features 
membership adverts, national recruitment 
campaign to recruit new and re-joining 
members to be launched.  
Thankfully, the decline in branch membership 
has not been as severe as feared, but there 
has still been a drop.

• Encourage CAMRA members to support 
local clubs. 
Clubs are as important as pubs and need 
support. Ian Martin is our Clubs Officer. If 
you are a member of a club with a bar that 

doesn't serve real ale 
then please let Ian Martin 
know. We currently have 
just three clubs in the 
whole of Ayrshire that 
serve real ale – Ardrossan Accies Rugby Club, 
Cambusdoon Sports Club, Marr Rugby Club 
(seasonal/home games). CAMRA's definition 
of a club can be found here: camra.org.uk/
campaign_resources/definition-of-a-club/

• Promote afternoon social events to help 
reduce loneliness and support real ale pubs 

Branch Committee
The committee for 2021/22 is as follows:

Chair Lindsay Grant chair@awcamra.org.uk
Vice-chair/North Ayrshire Socials Ian Middleditch north-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk
Vice-chair/Public Affairs Coordinator Ray Turpie public_affairs@awcamra.org.uk
Branch Secretary Kenneth Middleditch secretary@awcamra.org.uk
Treasurer Ian Fairbairn treasurer@awcamra.org.uk
Membership Secretary Graeme Watt membership@awcamra.org.uk
Social Secretary Matt Miller social@awcamra.org.uk
Press & Publicity Officer Stuart Cambridge press@awcamra.org.uk
Full Pints Editor Stuart McMahon fullpints@awcamra.org.uk
Full Pints Advertising Janis Wood advertising@awcamra.org.uk
Pubs Campaigns Coordinator Mick Lee pubs@awcamra.org.uk
Clubs Campaign Coordinator Ian Martin clubs@awcamra.org.uk
Webmaster Ronnie Beveridge webmaster@awcamra.org.uk
Beer Festival Organiser Douglas Graham festival@awcamra.org.uk
East Ayrshire Socials Alex Burt east-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk
Wigtownshire Socials Malcolm McNeill wigtownshire@awcamra.org.uk
South Ayrshire Socials – VACANT (Chairman organising) south-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk
Public Transport Liaison – VACANT - -
Young Members Coordinator – VACANT - -

https://camra.org.uk/campaign_resources/definition-of-a-club/
https://camra.org.uk/campaign_resources/definition-of-a-club/
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It was agreed 
to hold another 
tasting event this 
time with beers 
from our newest 
local brewery, 
Seagate Brewery, 
which is located in 
Lamlash, Isle of Arran. All of Seagate's beers are 
bottled conditioned. The event will take place 
on Friday 25th June at 8pm via Zoom. 

There are limited numbers of beer boxes 
available for this session, and at the time of 
writing over half of them had been sold. Please 
check with Stephen Sparshott for availability 
before placing an order - email stephen@
seagatebrewery.co.uk. 

Full ordering and payment details were emailed 
out to Branch members on 31st May and are 
also on our Facebook page. 

Branch Quiz
This has been held on the first 
Thursday of every month using Zoom, 
and usually has around 15 participants.
Given the (hopefully) good weather over the 
summer and the reopening of pubs, we've 
decided to suspend the quiz at present and 
will review whether folk want it to restart in the 
autumn.
 

Good Beer Guide
CAMRA will be publishing the 2022 Good Beer 
Guide in October 2021. Our Branch has selected 
the entries for our area and surveys are now 
required to be held as soon as possible. Contact 
our Pubs Officer, Mick Lee, pubs@awcamra.org.
uk if you are able to assist with some surveys.

Beer Day Britain
The UK's annual national beer day will 
be taking place on June 15th 2021. 

With pubs, taprooms, clubs and bars re-
opening, there are plenty of reasons to 
celebrate and drink beer. CAMRA members 
have been the most enthusiastic supporters of 
Beer Day Britain ever since it started in 2015. Its 
instigator Jane Peyton is again urging CAMRA 
members to participate on social media, and 
to encourage your friends to take part in the 
national ‘Cheers to Beer’.

The focus of the day is the National Cheers 
To Beer (#CheersToBeer) toast at 7pm, with 
participants sharing photos of themselves on 
social media enjoying a pint to accompany their 
post.

The plan is that beer drinkers around the world 
will unite and participate too. 

In addition to using the #CheersToBeer hashtag 
in posts, you can 
also engage by using 
the Twitter handle 
@BeerDayBritain 
or via Facebook on 
www.facebook.com/
beerdaybritain to raise 
awareness and join in 
the conversation.

Branch Tasting 
Socials
Back in April 
and May, your 
Branch held two 
successful online 
tasting socials 
via Zoom, with 
a mixed box of 
beers supplied by 
Leatherbritches 
Brewery. 

All the beers were bottle conditioned and a 
good variety of styles was sampled.

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
mailto:stephen%40seagatebrewery.co.uk?subject=
mailto:stephen%40seagatebrewery.co.uk?subject=
mailto:pubs%40awcamra.org.uk?subject=
mailto:pubs%40awcamra.org.uk?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/beerdaybritain
https://www.facebook.com/beerdaybritain
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GBBF Cancelled
CAMRA has announced that their prestigious 
Great British Beer Festival held in Olympia, 
London in August has once again been 
cancelled due to the ongoing lockdown 
restrictions, and the uncertainties of planning 
such a big event for that time. 

Instead, there 
will be a series 
of smaller 
events being 
held around the 
country during 
the first week of 
August under 
the banner of 
"GBBF in your 
Local". 

If you are a pub or club that is interested in 
holding a small real ale festival which will 
encourage footfall and assist brewers, please 
get in touch with the Branch to discuss options.

Tied Pubs Bill
Commenting on the news that the Tied Pubs 
Bill passed its third reading, CAMRA Scotland’s 
Director Joe Crawford said:

“The Tied Pubs (Scotland) Bill, introduced by 
MSP Neil Bibby, is legislation that CAMRA has 
supported from the start and we are delighted 
it has become law. This represents a landmark 
moment for tied tenants across Scotland, and 
our members have lobbied hard to ensure their 
MSPs understood just how important this Bill 
is to consumers. The Bill will help ensure that 
those running tied pubs are treated fairly, can 
earn a decent living and can build back better 
after the crisis.  

“We applaud the Scottish Parliament for doing 
the right thing and backing a Pubs Code to 
govern the relationship between tied pub 
tenants and pub-owning businesses, and an 
Adjudicator to enforce the rules.  

“We welcome this turning point for the rights of 
tied tenants across Scotland and look forward 
to working with the Adjudicator in future.” 

What's Brewing 
now online
CAMRA's What's Brewing newspaper is no 
longer being printed and has been replaced 
by a new website, wb.camra.org.uk, which can 
be updated much more regularly with CAMRA 
and industry news. You can also select Regional 
news as well as other popular categories  
such as Pubs, Industry or Opinion Pieces.  
A short summary of every article is available to 
everyone, but CAMRA members will need to 
log in with their membership number to access 
the full content. 

The quarterly printed copy of BEER magazine 
will continue and from the autumn will also 
contain an 8-page insert of What's Brewing 
content. 

To ensure that you continue to receive alerts 
on new content and information from CAMRA, 
please check your email preferences in the 
Members' Area of the CAMRA website.

CAMRA have also set up a new Twitter feed to 
keep you updated with the latest stories: you 
can follow @WBOnline_

https://wb.camra.org.uk
https://camra.org.uk/volunteers-area/
https://twitter.com/WBOnline_
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At our AGM one of our 
members commented that 
he hadn't been receiving 
any Branch communications 
by email recently.
On further checking, it transpired 
that the relevant boxes hadn't 
been ticked in his online CAMRA 
profile, despite him thinking the 
contrary. 

Emails from CAMRA and local 
CAMRA branches are sent out 
depending on the preferences that 
are selected in your membership 
profile, accessed via the main 
CAMRA website at www.camra.
org.uk.

If you wish to receive branch news, 
the three images opposite and 
descriptions below show the steps 
required and locations to check 
your settings:

1. Login at www.camra.org.uk 
with your membership 
number and password

2. Go to the Members' Area > 
Edit membership details

3. Go to Marketing Preferences 
and at minimum make sure 
the email box is ticked in the 
top row to be contacted by 
your local branch.

If you wish to receive other news 
from CAMRA, such as information 
on national festivals, campaigns, or 
general news, we would encourage 
you to have the email boxes ticked 
in the other categories (and other 
contact methods if desired). The 
example opposite shows all the 
contact preferences ticked.

Hopefully this will be helpful to 
you, and help you to keep in touch 
with your branch. 

Check your CAMRA  
Marketing Preferences

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
http://www.camra.org.uk
http://www.camra.org.uk
http://www.camra.org.uk
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Champion 
Bottled Beer  
of Britain
A over T from Hogs Back 
Brewery, near Farnham, 
Surrey, has been crowned 
the Champion Bottled 
Beer of Britain in CAMRA’s 
prestigious award, held 
virtually for the first time, 
recognising the best bottle-
conditioned real ale in the 
country. 

A over T is a rich, complex barley 
wine, and has been awarded the 
Gold Prize. Hogs Back brewery is a family-
owned brewery in the village of Tongham, in 
the heart of the old Surrey hop-growing region. 

Runners up were both Imperial Russian Stouts: 
Durham’s Temptation took home Silver, and 
Harvey’s Imperial Extra Double Stout won the 
Bronze.

CAMRA’s National Director responsible 
for the competition, Gary Timmins, said: 
“Congratulations to Hogs Back for winning the 
Champion Bottled Beer of Britain award, one 
of the highest accolades in the beer world. This 
is the first time CAMRA has conducted any 
judging virtually. Although the judges missed 
the personal contact, they were delighted with 
the quality of the beer. The process went very 
smoothly with all beers tasted blind, and we 
can definitely say that A over T won fairly and 
squarely!” 

CAMRA will also be sharing a limited-edition 
Good Beer Box featuring the three winners of 
the Champion Bottled Beer of Britain award, 
plus three other finalists. Purchase will also 
grant access to a live online tasting event on 4 
July 2021 with the brewers of the beers, hosted 
by beer expert Christine Cryne. Pre-order is 
now available on the CAMRA shop, £35 for 
members (£40 for non-members): https://shop1.
camra.org.uk/product/beer-box-champion-bottled-
beers/

Modern  
British Beer
Beer lovers can 
immerse themselves 
in a new title from 
CAMRA, marking how 
the past two decades 
have shaped the British 
beer scene.

Modern British Beer, written 
by award-winning writer 
and photographer Matthew Curtis, maps the 
evolution of modern British beer through the 
intricate stories of individual regional beers. 
It is now available for pre-orders with copies 
officially available on 12 August 2021.

The new title looks at how the British beer 
scene has taken its cue from the craft beer 
revolution in the US and the resurrection of 
traditional styles in Continental Europe, as well 
as some home-grown traditions. As a result, the 
brewers of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
have carved out a unique and exciting world-
leading beer culture. 

Matthew gives a personal insight into this 
eclectic and innovative world, using a selection 
of 86 influential brews; from how they taste, 
how their ingredients are sourced, to the 
engaging stories of the people behind the 
scenes working hard to bring exciting beer 
to drinkers all over Britain. With a regional 
dive into who the movers and shakers are in 
the diverse world of beer 
and brewing across Britain, 
Modern British Beer will help 
readers source, discover and 
fine tune their appreciation 
of beer.

Modern British Beer is 
available for pre-order now 
for £13, or £16 for a signed 
edition. It will officially go 
on sale from 12 August 
2021. To find out more 
and pre-order your copy, 
visit https://shop1.camra.org.uk/product/
modern-british-beer/

https://shop1.camra.org.uk/product/beer-box-champion-bottled-beers/ 
https://shop1.camra.org.uk/product/beer-box-champion-bottled-beers/ 
https://shop1.camra.org.uk/product/beer-box-champion-bottled-beers/ 
https://shop1.camra.org.uk/product/modern-british-beer/
https://shop1.camra.org.uk/product/modern-british-beer/
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We'd love to hear from breweries and pubs with any news snippets, events, awards etc.  
Send your info to fullpints@awcamra.org.uk

Brewery News
AYR BREWING COMPANY www.ayrbrewingcompany.com
Ayr have launched several new beers recently. The Coming of the Lord is 
a Double Dry Hopped Pale Ale at 5.7% available in a 440ml can. Brewed 
with extra pale malt and wheat, with malted oats added for a smooth 
mouthfeel. Dry hopped in both the fermentation and conditioning tanks 
with Simcoe, Citra, Mosaic & Amarillo for a big tropical and citrus punch.

Their newest cask beer is Summer Knitting, a New Zealand Pale Ale 
at 5.3%. Hopped with Nelson Sauvin and Motueka, for hop notes of 
gooseberry, grape, lime and tropical fruit.. Unfined, hazy & delicious.  
A summer love sensation!

I See Badgers is a new 7% Export Stout available in 440ml can. Brewed 
with velvety dark malts, and some of their favourite hops and muscovado 
sugar. Strong, sweet, silky and sultry.

They still have their shop based at the Glen Park Hotel including a wide 
selection of beers from other craft breweries around the UK. Free local 
deliveries available, and courier for the rest of the UK. 

ARRAN BREWERY www.arranbrewery.co.uk 
Arran Brewery has put its Loch 
Earn Brewery Hotel and Visitor 
Centre at St Fillans on the 
Market. The site on the banks 
of Loch Earn features ten 
moorings, three piers, fishing, 
a brewery with the potential to 
brew 3,500L per day, a Cider 
Shack producing batches of 
1,000 litres of Cider as well as 
a hotel with three bars, three 
restaurant areas, a coffee 
shop and 39 bedrooms. The 
property is being marketed by 
Christie’s as the sole agent.

Managing Director Gerald 
Michaluk said “It is with a 
heavy heart we are having 
to put the property on the 
market. We have not recovered 
from a small fire, following 
which the insurance company 
has still not settled our claim 
in full. This has led to a lack of 
funds while the property needs 
around £600,000 spent on it 
to bring it up to spec. 

Unfortunately we simply don’t 
have that kind of money, given 
the current downturn in the 
brewing industry, to put into 
the building. As such we have 
put the site on the market for 
offers over £775,000 but a 
new owner would need to have 
around £1,500,000 to acquire 
the site and to realise its full 
potential”.

The brewery acquired the 
site in 2013 and purchased 
and installed a secondary 
brewery in the outbuildings 
which is currently in need of 
commissioning. Plans are to 
build a further three buildings 
and open both a whisky shop 
and a local produce shop.

The brewery reports having 
tried to form a joint venture 
with several parties on the 
site but in the end none of 
these proposals have come to 
fruition.

In other news, the brewery 
recently acquired Flying Firkin, 
a wholesale beer distributor in 
the North of England, and is 
in the process of acquiring a 
16,500 sq ft warehouse facility 
for this company to help Arran 
broaden its focus to include 
the South.

Back on Arran, the brewery 
has recommenced tours and 
tastings again, with cask ales 
finally available again in a 
few local outlets including 
the Ormidale Hotel and the 
Wineport.  

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
mailto:%20fullpints%40awcamra.org.uk?subject=
http://www.ayrbrewingcompany.com
http://www.arranbrewery.co.uk
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SEAGATE BREWERY  www.seagatebrewery.co.uk
Owner Steve Sparshott has contributed the 
following background and information about 
the newest brewery in our Branch area.

Having holidayed in Brugge, Belgium for the 
last 14 years, I have a true love and appreciation 
for all types of beers, especially bottle 
conditioned ones.

Started home brewing in 2017 from the kitchen 
with beer kits, stock pots and sieves, added 
more equipment and moved into a purpose 
self-built brew shed in May 2020. 

After getting some great praise and critique 
from bar owners and brewers in Brugge 
on tasting my wares, I decided then to go 
commercial just as COVID broke; applied and 
was granted my Brewing Licence and Alcohol 
Wholesalers Licence via self employment.

My aim is to get a locally made-on-Arran beer 
in most, if not all of the pubs, restaurants, hotels 
and other hospitalities, due to the worrying 
lack of 'other' local products in such premises. 
Having worked there for a while I know why.

We currently brew nine types of bottle 
conditioned beers and now produce Saorsa 
Blonde Ale and Rise Above 80 Shillings Ale in 
4.5 gallon Pin Casks. Full details of the beers 
are on the brewery website.

We currently supply to The Drift Inn, Lamlash, 
Arran Botanical Drinks (Arran Gin) at Cladach 
and the Arran Gift Box Shop in Brodick. The 
Drift Inn has its own beer called Two Doors 
Down, and The Burlington in Whiting Bay has 
also recently taken some customised beers.

We also have a small installation at Arran 
Botanical Drinks brewing two blonde beers 
under the ABD brand, flavoured with local 
foraged produce: Shoreline is infused with Sea 
Lettuce Seaweed and Meadow is infused with 
Hogweed and Meadowsweet.

Other targets are being sought now that COVID 
restrictions are lifting. 

http://www.seagatebrewery.co.uk
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FIVE KINGDOMS BREWERY  www.fivekingdomsbrewery.com
Choose Renton #1 (inspired by Trainspotting) is a new 4.5% Pilsner 
brewed with classic Saaz hops and pilsner malt, and is unfiltered and 
unfined. A lovely refreshing beer whilst sitting on the harbourside 
outside the Steam Packet Inn. Available in cask and bottle.

Coming soon will be an eagerly awaited new beer - Heart of Darkness - 
a whisky cask aged version of their popular Dark Storm stout. Form an 
orderly queue please for this limited release.

Two of the brewery's beers also won awards at the recent Scottish 
Retail Food and Drink Awards. Dark Storm Stout won the Gold with 
Captain Morrisons IPA taking Silver.

News about a further expansion of the brewery should be released 
soon, giving them much needed additional capacity.

Brewery News continued...

For listings and updates on breweries around Scotland visit  
www.brewedinscotland.co.uk.

We'll hopefully have some news from the new Coast Ales brewery being 
set up in Irvine in the next edition of Full Pints.

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
http://www.fivekingdomsbrewery.com
https://www.brewedinscotland.co.uk
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Local Pub News

Other News: 
Lochranza Hotel reopened on 1st June having 
been closed since the first lockdown last year.

Many pubs have adapted their premises to 
comply with COVID regulations, including the 
creation of larger outdoor areas. Some of them 
include:
• The Drift Inn, Lamlash which has added on 

a large, covered extension to allow more 
outside eating and drinking. They are 
also selling bottles of Two Doors Down - 
produced specially for them by Seagate 
Brewery, located... two doors down from 
them!

• The Auchans in Dundonald has created 
a large beer garden at the rear of the 
premises.

The Smoking Goat, Ayr is now serving food.

The Kenmuir Arms, Glenluce has been bought 
over by a Community Development Trust who 
hope to reopen it in due course. It is a former 
real ale outlet and Good Beer Guide entry.

The Kings Arms, Ballantrae has been bought 
out by the local community as well - with 
indications that real ale may become available.

Once again, there's not a huge amount 
of news that we can report from our 
local pubs given the limited opening 
times they've had.

We've tried to keep up-to-date listings on our 
branch website at www.awcamra.org.uk as well 
as in WhatPub. Please use that as a guide and 
contact any pub prior to visiting them to check 
on any booking requirements and availability of 
real ale.

The map of all real ale outlets in our Branch 
area, located at the back of this magazine, has 
been updated as well. All we can do at present 
is ask that you support your local outlets if you 
feel it safe to do so. It continues to be a real 
struggle for them to survive financially.

Closure: Craft, Wigtown has closed down. The 
Galloway Arms, Newton Stewart has also closed 
down.

No longer selling real ale: The Sorn Inn is under 
new ownership and has removed real ale. It was 
one of the few places in Ayrshire where you 
could find Orkney Ales, which were always kept 
in good condition.

Turnberry Hotel has been removed from our 
listings as we believe they are not selling real 
ale. Happy to be corrected if you can afford a 
visit there to check it out!

Still Closed: Merito in Dunlop has still to 
annouce details on when or if they will reopen, 
and the Ship Inn, Irvine remains closed after the 
untimely death of one of the owners last year.
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Download Full Pints 
magazine here

Ayrshire & Wigtownshire
Campaign for Real Ale

http://www.awcamra.org.uk


15

Summer 2021

HALF

GETTING AROUND

Listed below are some  
useful contact details for  
transport providers in our Branch area.

STAGECOACH WEST SCOTLAND  www.stagecoachbus.com
Tel: 01294 607007 (Ardrossan)
 01292 613500 (Ayr) 
 01776 704484 (Stranraer) 
 01770 302000 (Arran)
 0345 121 0190 (Disability Helpdesk)

SHUTTLE BUSES  www.shuttlebuses.co.uk
Tel: 0800 072 0373 

McGILL'S BUSES  www.mcgillsbuses.co.uk
Tel: 08000 51 56 51

SCOTRAIL  www.scotrail.co.uk
Tel: 0344 811 0141

CALEDONIAN MACBRAYNE  www.calmac.co.uk
Tel: 0800 066 5000

TRAVELINE SCOTLAND www.travelinescotland.com

AYRSHIRE and

WIGTOWNSHIRE

Ale Trails using public transport are available 
to download from our website at  

www.awcamra.org.uk

Every CAMRA branch adheres to CAMRA’s 
privacy policy. Within our branch we use 
a centralised communications tool for 
sending out our monthly emails to our 
branch members. 

However, for certain aspects of our work, 
for example, the beer festival, we will 
occasionally need to contact folk directly 
by way of having a ‘legitimate interest’. 
Any communications from our branch will 
contain details of how to unsubscribe from 
the emails if that is your desire. However, 
our hope is that as a member of CAMRA, 
you value the information that is sent to 
you, and that it is useful, particularly at 
branch level. If it isn’t, then please talk to us 
in the first instance so we can understand 
your concerns.

You can check your email address is correct 
at www.camra.org.uk. Log in using your 
memebrship details, and select 'Edit your 
membership information'.

https://www.stagecoachbus.com/
http://www.mcgillsbuses.co.uk
http://www.scotrail.co.uk
http://www.calmac.co.uk
http://www.travelinescotland.com
http://www.camra.org.uk
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The second Good Beer Guide to be published, in 1975, was the first to include 
entries from Scotland. Since then 148 pubs from Ayrshire have been listed in 
the hallowed pages, 46 of which are now permanently closed. A further 26 
from Wigtownshire have also featured, nine of which are now closed. 

In that first year just four pubs from the branch 
area were listed but only the Ormidale Hotel 
in Brodick survives. It has made by far the 
most appearances of any pub (42) from the 
branch area. Some readers may recall the 
other three. The Commercial in Ochiltree sold 
Maclay’s Light, once a popular beer in mining 
areas. Descriptions provided were initially non-
existent then concise; here we were advised to 
“beware the local domino school”. 

The debutant I didn’t get to in Ayrshire was 
the Snug Bar in Dalmellington, which adjoined 
or was part of the Black Bull Hotel. It was 
later described as a “modern pub frequented 
by miners” and, like the Commercial, was a 
Maclay’s house. The 1977 Guide tells us that 12 
of the brewery’s 25 tied houses sold traditional 
beer, several of which were in Ayrshire.

The only Wigtownshire entry was the McMillan 
Inn in Newton Stewart, one of five from the 
town over the years. The Creebridge House 
Hotel has featured 25 times, beaten only by the 
Isle of Whithorn’s Steam Packet with 27. 

Unsurprisingly, Ayr has had the most entries 
(22), followed by Kilmarnock (15), Arran (14) 
and Troon (10). The Hillhead Tavern in Hill 
Street, Kilmarnock was a “basic, modern bar 
with rare Tennent’s real beer”, a 3.1% light, the 
existence of which was initially denied by the 
brewery. My recollection is that this was the 
only light in an otherwise darkened interior.

Muirkirk’s Central Bar was a “friendly village 
pub run by the local postman” while the Wee 
Train, Galston was described as a ”thriving 
sporting locals’ pub”. 

History of our Branch's pubs that 
have appeared in the Good Beer 
Guide Contributed by Duncan Mackay

Ormidale Hotel, Brodick

Commercial Inn, Ochiltree

Hillhead Tavern, Kilmarnock

Thack Inn, Hurlford

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
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Most pubs had a single ale but the Thack Inn, 
Hurlford – accurately depicted as a “basic 
boozer” had two Belhaven cask beers, denoted 
in the Guide by a circled number. In the Thistle, 
Cumnock we were warned to “beware of keg 
light alongside real light”. These are all places 
that have disappeared from the real ale map.

Loans had two that were stick-on entries for 
several years, the Bruce Inn and the Dallam 
Tower, the latter being an outlet for the short-
lived Ayrshire Brewery. There may have been far 
fewer breweries than today but the number of 
pubs selling cask beer was considerably higher 
for a few decades from the 1980s. 

As an aside the permanent closure rate for the 
branch area is almost 32% which is quite a bit 
higher than for the Guide as a whole (26%). 
Post-industrial areas appear to have a higher 
loss rate – the likes of East Ayrshire once had 
plenty of cask outlets and very few now. 

Thanks to Mick Lee for allowing his memory to 
be plundered and sharing some articles he has 
written.

Are you caught up on Season 3 of the 
CAMRA podcast, Pubs. Pints. People.?

A wide variety of topics, ranging from 
community-owned pubs, to real ale abroad and 
the renaissance of cider have been covered. 
There are only a few more episodes to release in 
the current series, which will cover beer design 
and labels and home-producing for dummies - 
don't miss out. Tune in here or on Apple Podcast 
or Spotify.

Thistle Inn, Cumnock Steam Packet Inn, Isle of Whithorn

Creebridge House Hotel, Newton Stewart

https://shows.acast.com/5ed0cbc8e3ae160820cc9477
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Cider and Perry News
May was CAMRA's Cider Month, promoting all things 
relating to Cider and Perry. #CiderMonth was a bumper 
few weeks for CAMRA's Learn & Discover Zone with eight 
fresh new videos, text and photo guides from an exciting 
host of contributors. 

WHAT ARE REAL CIDER AND 
PERRY?
A new short and easy to understand new 
definition has been developed by CAMRA 
in order to make it easier to identify 
which are real ciders and perry:

CAMRA defines real Cider or Perry 
as being fermented from the whole 
juice of fresh pressed apples or pears, 
without the use of concentrated or 
chaptalised juices

Within this, a number of real ciders and 
perries can be additionally described as 
‘live’.

You can read all about the new real cider 
and perry definition on CAMRA's website 
here: camra.org.uk/learn-discover/the-basics/
what-are-real-cider-perry/

In a similar vein, you can also 
read up on the definition of Live Beer 
and Cask-conditioned Ales on CAMRA's 
website here: 
camra.org.uk/learn-discover/the-basics/

CAMRA'S LEARN AND 
DISCOVER ZONE
You can find the online cider 
guides (and much more) here:
camra.org.uk/learn-discover/learn-
more/learn-more-about-cider/

CAMRA also has a cider and 
perry Facebook page at: 
facebook.com/camracider.perry 
as well as being on Twitter at 
Twitter: twitter.com/CAMRA_
APPLE

real cider
& perry

WooHa Brewing saved
The popular WooHa brewery, which is based on the 
Moray coastline and founded in 2015 by Heather 
McDonald, entered administration back in March, 
blaming their collapse on the impacts of COVID 
pandemic and Brexit on their cashflow.

The business has now been taken over by a new company - North 
Coast Brewing – which has been founded by Kenny Webster, owner 
of the Skye Brewing Company in Uig and Black Wolf Brewery in 
Stirling, in a deal with the administrators, FRP.

They hope to start production at the Kinloss-based brewery "very 
soon" with the prospect of new jobs being created in the process. 
Further updates will be given through their social media channels.

Thankfully, there have been very few casualties in the brewing industry in Scotland so far due to 
COVID. Many breweries adapted quickly providing off-sales direct to the public via their websites 
and sites like CAMRA's Brew2You platform. This provided much needed income and whilst 
on-trade sales are now returning, it remains to be seen how long-term sales direct to the public 
will hold up, and whether people will return to pubs to drink as they did beforehand, or whether 
drinking at home will become the 'new norm'.

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
https://camra.org.uk/learn-discover/the-basics/what-are-real-cider-perry/
https://camra.org.uk/learn-discover/the-basics/what-are-real-cider-perry/
https://camra.org.uk/learn-discover/the-basics/
https://camra.org.uk/learn-discover/learn-more/learn-more-about-cider/
https://camra.org.uk/learn-discover/learn-more/learn-more-about-cider/
https://www.facebook.com/camracider.perry
https://twitter.com/CAMRA_APPLE
https://twitter.com/CAMRA_APPLE
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All CAMRA members are reminded  
(and encouraged) to score any real 
ales you may drink in a pub around the 
country at www.whatpub.com.

Normally we would receive around 2,500 scores for 
our local pubs, but because of the lockdowns we 
only had around 500 over the past year. 

Your scores help our branch select the best pubs 
for inclusion in the Good Beer Guide - each year we 
have to select just 27 pubs from the 70 or so in our 
branch area.

Now that pubs have reopened, beer scores will be 
all the more important for us as we need them to 
monitor beer quality and identify if any pubs may 
be struggling. 

There are three very simple steps to score beers on 
your smartphone or computer:

1. Sign in to whatpub.com with your CAMRA membership number and password.

2. Select the pub you wish to score.

3. Score your beer using the criteria above, and select the brewery and then the beer and finally 
hit the Submit button. 

If scoring a pub with a very low score (0 or 0.5) it would be helpful to include some comments 
why that score has been given. Also, whilst on whatpub.com, if you notice any errors in the content 
of the listing please submit an update.

Beer Scoring HOW TO SCORE A BEER
0 Should only be used if no cask 

ale is available.
0.5 - 1 
POOR

Beer is anything from barely 
drinkable to drinkable with 
considerable resentment.

2 
AVERAGE

Competently kept, drinkable pint 
but doesn’t inspire in any way.

3 
GOOD

Good beer in good form. You want 
to stay for another pint and may 
have the beer again

4 
VERY GOOD

Excellent beer in excellent 
condition. You stay put!

5 
PERFECT

Probably the best you are ever 
likely to find. A seasoned drinker 
will award this score very rarely.

Farewell to the 
Dysons
We would like to say a very big "thank you" to 
Allan Dyson for all the support he has given to 
the Branch over a number of years.

Allan, and his wife Linda, are moving down to Lancashire 
after 20 years in the Newton Stewart area. Allan did all the 
pub surveys in the area and delivered Full Pints to all the 
Machars pubs including House o' Hill as well as Sulwath 
Brewery, and was very good at 'keeping his ear to the 
ground'. He was also the Brewery Liaison Officer (BLO) for 
the Five Kingdoms Brewery. His contributions and support will be sadly missed.

As such, we are on the lookout for a volunteer in the Machars area of Wigtownshire who could 
assist the branch with some of the tasks that Allan did. Many of them don't take a lot of time, and 
can be done whilst visiting a pub for a pint! Contact our Branch Chairman, Lindsay Grant at  
chair@awcamra.org.uk, if you are able to help, or want more information on what would required.

Allan and Linda Dyson presenting 
Alastair Scoular of the Steam Packet 
Inn with a certificate

https://whatpub.com
mailto:chair%40awcamra.org.uk?subject=
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As part of “The Way Forward 2020 and Beyond” 
programme, one of the recent European Beer 
Consumers Union (EBCU) initiatives is the 
introduction of a series of informative seminars 
aimed at beer consumers. You can access the latest 
presentation at youtu.be/CrfkrWv0rTM on the subject of 
“The Beer World After the Pandemic”. 

A panel of experts from various countries fronted by Tim Webb, 
the international beer writer, addressed topics affecting the 
European beer scene during the pandemic. This was followed 
by a question and answer session addressing issues raised by 
the ninety or so attendees. Anyone can sign up for these free 
seminars which are aimed at adding to the knowledge of beer 
drinkers throughout Europe.

We can probably all agree that things will be different in the 
beer scene from now on and pubs will emerge in a different form 
if they are to thrive. More beer gardens may appear where space 
allows, screens will probably be retained, booking slots and face 
masks may still be required and customer habits might change. 

The adage springs to mind that if you have not done something 
for two years you will be inclined to forget about it, move on 
and be unlikely to restart. It is important that we do not let this happen to pubs and beer festival 
attendance. One thing is sure, the pub or pub restaurant will still be a focal point for socialising. 

Smaller brewers, however, have managed to adapt by bottling more of their production and 
selling direct to customers. I have had several cases of mixed beer since lockdown including Five 
Kingdoms, Fyne Ales and Leatherbritches (which was used for our online branch tasting social). 
This is a trend which might well continue and will allow them to recover and expand so they 
deserve our support if you are unable to get to the pub.

The big brewers, on the other hand, find it harder to adapt. Clearing stock cheaply to 
supermarkets during the pandemic will not last and eventually prices will creep back up. It has 
been suggested that their next big trend is to develop a market for ‘hard seltzers’ (basically 
alcopops for the older market) but no doubt these will also be full of sweet and sugary flavours. 
The choice is yours but I for one will give them a miss.

The EBCU will be working hard for the beer consumer on many fronts over the coming months. 
There is light at the end of the tunnel with approval in principle to move the organisation forward. 
By joining these seminars and filling in the response survey you make your opinion count and 
journey with us.

Ray Turpie 
EBCU Executive, Summer 2021.

EBCU Round-Up

CAMRA MEMBERSHIP COUNTS
Campaigning for pubs, pints and people since 1971.

We’re leading the fight to keep pubs alive and thriving in every community, 
serving a broad selection of quality ales and ciders.

Pulling Together 
Our cross-industry campaign supports 
pubs, clubs, taprooms, breweries and 
cider makers through the COVID-19 
crisis. They need your support now 
more than ever. We are campaigning 
on their behalf and providing resources 
to help them survive. This includes 
promoting Cheers for Choice to 
ensure beer stocks in reopened pubs, 
Brew2You and Save our Pubs.

Speaking up for pubs, clubs,  
brewers and cider makers
CAMRA is at the forefront of lobbying 
for better support, and against unfair 
restrictions during the Coronavirus 
pandemic. We support a cut in beer 
duty on draught beer served in 
pubs to ensure fair competition with 
supermarkets and changes to the 
Business Rates system to end the 
unfair burden on pubs.  

Brew2You  
This digital platform has been a vital 
tool in connecting beer lovers to local 
pubs, breweries and cider makers 
offering takeaway and delivery during 
lockdowns and beyond.

Here’s how CAMRA makes a difference
www.camra.org.uk/campaigns

COVID Campaign ResponseOur Campaigns

Promoting live beer, cider & perry  
CAMRA promotes local, small and 
independent producers. Initiatives include 
LocAle (promoting locally brewed ale) 
and the Real Cider Served Here scheme. 

Helping you save your local  
Our in-depth pub-saving guides for 
England, Scotland and Wales, and advice 
on Assets of Community Value listing 
and Community Pub Ownership, provide 
campaigners with all the tools required to 
save your local, if it is under threat.

Pubs as a force for good  
Pubs play a vital role in tackling loneliness 
and social isolation, foster community spirit 
and encourage social interaction. Research 
commissioned by CAMRA found that 
people with a local pub are happier, have 
more friends and are more engaged with 
their local communities.

Lobbying Government at all levels  
CAMRA members across the UK actively 
lobby their MPs, devolved elected 
representatives and councillors via 
email and social media. Our branches 
talk to politicians about a range of vital 
topics including taxation, regulation and 
consumer choice.

For member benefits visit  
www.camra.org.uk/benefits

If you love beer and pubs,  
CAMRA membership is for you!

join.camra.org.uk

Pub Company Reform  
CAMRA campaigned for over ten years to 
introduce a Pubs Code and Adjudicator in 
England and Wales, to address the imbalance 
of power between pub companies and 
tenants. We continue to make sure tenants 
are treated fairly by pub companies, so they 
can thrive and run great pubs for us to enjoy, 
and are seeking a Pubs Code for Scotland too.

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
http://youtu.be/CrfkrWv0rTM
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Full branch info at: www.awcamra.org.uk

Ayrshire & 
Wigtownshire
CAMRA Branch

South Ayrshire

Wigtownshire

East Ayrshire

North 
Ayrshire

Do you know of a pub or club that 
sells real ale and isn’t listed? 
Please let us know by emailing:  
pubs@awcamra.org.uk

Great rates 
to advertise 
in Full Pints

Just £15 for 
1/8 page or 
£30 for 1/4 page

Just £50 for 
1/2 page or 
£90 for full page 

advertising@awcamra.org.uk

Please check with outlets directly 
for current opening times, booking 

requirements and availability of real ale. 
Details can be found at whatpub.com.

June 2021

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
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AYRSHIRE & WIGTOWNSHIRE REAL ALE OUTLETS
EAST AYRSHIRE

DUNLOP
Merito

KILMAURS
Weston Tavern §

STEWARTON
The Mill House

KILMARNOCK
Brass & Granite 
The Cotton Mill
First Edition C
Wheatsheaf Inn C  

*  CAMRA members have noted that real ale is not 
always available at these outlets.

§  Special offers for card-carrying CAMRA members

SOUTH AYRSHIRE

ALLOWAY
Cambusdoon Sports 
Club

AYR
Abbotsford Hotel
Chestnuts Hotel 
Glen Park Hotel
Tam o’ Shanter

WIGTOWNSHIRE

BARGRENNAN
House O’ Hill Hotel

BLADNOCH
Bladnoch Inn

DRUMMORE
Clashwhannon

GARLIESTON
Harbour Inn

ISLE OF WHITHORN
Steam Packet Inn §

KIRKCOLM
Blue Peter Hotel

NEWTON STEWART
Black Horse Hotel * 
(summer only)
Creebridge House Hotel
Crown Hotel

PORTPATRICK
Crown Hotel 
Harbour House Hotel *

SANDHEAD
Tigh na Mara Hotel

STRANRAER
Grapes §
Ruddicot Hotel *

CAMRA members are encouraged to score ales they drink in their local pub, as it assists the committee in considering outlets for inclusion in the 
Good Beer Guide. Please take a few moments to score your beers on whatpub.com if you visit them.

C  CAMRA vouchers accepted
#  Weekends only
	Red - still closed / not reopening

NORTH AYRSHIRE 

ARDROSSAN
Ardrossan Rugby Club 

FAIRLIE
Village Inn

GATESIDE
Gateside Inn 

IRVINE
The Auld Brig C
R&A Sports Bar
Ship Inn * (summer only)

LARGS
J G Sharps
The Paddle Steamer C
Three Reasons
Waterside

LUGTON
Padaro

MILLPORT
Fraser’s Bar 

SALTCOATS
Salt Cot C  

WEST KILBRIDE
The Twa Dugs 

ISLE OF ARRAN 

BLACKWATERFOOT
Kinloch Hotel 
Blackwaterfoot Lodge

BRODICK
Arran Brewery § C  
Brodick Bar *
Ormidale Hotel
Wine Port 

LAMLASH
Drift Inn 
Pierhead Tavern

LOCHRANZA
Lochranza Hotel

The Smoking Goat
The Twa Dugs
Waterfront 
Wellingtons Bar 
West Kirk C

DUNDONALD
The Auchans

KIRKMICHAEL
Kirkmichael Arms

KIRKOSWALD
Souter’s Inn

MAYBOLE 
Maybole Arms 

PRESTWICK 
Prestwick Pioneer C 

TROON
Harbour Bar *
McKay’s 
Marr Rugby Club #
Number Forty-Seven 
 (was Cheeky Charlies)
South Beach Hotel *

Current Branch Area Pub of the Year
Overall Branch Pub of the Year 2020

Great rates 
to advertise 
in Full Pints

Just £15 for 
1/8 page or 
£30 for 1/4 page

Just £50 for 
1/2 page or 
£90 for full page 

advertising@awcamra.org.uk
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In CAMRA’s 50th year, 
let’s celebrate together!

CAMRA is great value for money. 
I receive a great publication and always 

know where I can find a good pint.
“ “ 

Encourage family and friends to
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