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CAMRA MEMBERSHIP COUNTS
Campaigning for pubs, pints and people since 1971.

We’re leading the fight to keep pubs alive and thriving in every community, 
serving a broad selection of quality ales and ciders.

Pulling Together 
Our cross-industry campaign supports 
pubs, clubs, taprooms, breweries and 
cider makers through the COVID-19 
crisis. They need your support now 
more than ever. We are campaigning 
on their behalf and providing resources 
to help them survive. This includes 
promoting Cheers for Choice to 
ensure beer stocks in reopened pubs, 
Brew2You and Save our Pubs.

Speaking up for pubs, clubs,  
brewers and cider makers
CAMRA is at the forefront of lobbying 
for better support, and against unfair 
restrictions during the Coronavirus 
pandemic. We support a cut in beer 
duty on draught beer served in 
pubs to ensure fair competition with 
supermarkets and changes to the 
Business Rates system to end the 
unfair burden on pubs.  

Brew2You  
This digital platform has been a vital 
tool in connecting beer lovers to local 
pubs, breweries and cider makers 
offering takeaway and delivery during 
lockdowns and beyond.

Here’s how CAMRA makes a difference
www.camra.org.uk/campaigns

COVID Campaign ResponseOur Campaigns

Promoting live beer, cider & perry  
CAMRA promotes local, small and 
independent producers. Initiatives include 
LocAle (promoting locally brewed ale) 
and the Real Cider Served Here scheme. 

Helping you save your local  
Our in-depth pub-saving guides for 
England, Scotland and Wales, and advice 
on Assets of Community Value listing 
and Community Pub Ownership, provide 
campaigners with all the tools required to 
save your local, if it is under threat.

Pubs as a force for good  
Pubs play a vital role in tackling loneliness 
and social isolation, foster community spirit 
and encourage social interaction. Research 
commissioned by CAMRA found that 
people with a local pub are happier, have 
more friends and are more engaged with 
their local communities.

Lobbying Government at all levels  
CAMRA members across the UK actively 
lobby their MPs, devolved elected 
representatives and councillors via 
email and social media. Our branches 
talk to politicians about a range of vital 
topics including taxation, regulation and 
consumer choice.

For member benefits visit  
www.camra.org.uk/benefits

If you love beer and pubs,  
CAMRA membership is for you!

join.camra.org.uk

Pub Company Reform  
CAMRA campaigned for over ten years to 
introduce a Pubs Code and Adjudicator in 
England and Wales, to address the imbalance 
of power between pub companies and 
tenants. We continue to make sure tenants 
are treated fairly by pub companies, so they 
can thrive and run great pubs for us to enjoy, 
and are seeking a Pubs Code for Scotland too.

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
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We hope to publish the next edition of Full Pints in 
December 2021 as a printed magazine. Articles, photos and 
other contributions should be sent to the editor at fullpints@
awcamra.org.uk no later than Friday 12th November please.

ABOUT CAMRA
CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale) is an independent, voluntary, 
consumer organisation whose vision is to have quality real 
ale, cider & perry and thriving pubs in every community. 
Membership (join.camra.org.uk) is open to all individuals and we 
currently represent around 175,000 members across the UK. It 
is governed by a voluntary unpaid national executive, elected 
by the membership. It has a branch structure which means that 
all members can join a local CAMRA branch and campaign and 
socialise locally. 

The Ayrshire & Wigtownshire Branch has around 600 members. 
Within the branch, we have four social group areas - namely 
North Ayrshire, South Ayrshire, East Ayrshire and Wigtownshire, 
each of whom organise regular events and meetings, and which 
are finally restarting after being in abeyance due to the COVID 
restrictions. Details on page 6.

This edition of Full Pints is still only available as a digital-only 
edition, but our intention is to produce a printed copy from the 
next edition.

The majority of our real ale pubs have now reopened, albeit 
that some may have limited availability of real ale - whatpub.com 
should show the latest status but please check with any outlets 
directly to confirm their opening times and availability of real ale.
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http://www.ayrshirebeerfestival.co.uk
https://twitter.com/awcamra
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Message from the Chair
Now that COVID restrictions have eased, it is nice 
to be able to report something positive instead of 
measures to deal with lockdowns, etc. As most of 
our activities are pub based, usually there was very 
little we could do and so, for the past year and half, 
the branch has been fairly inactive.

One activity that we did 
organise was online tasting 
sessions featuring beers from 
Leatherbritches, Seagate and 
Five Kingdoms breweries.  
These were well received with 
around 20 participants on 
each of the sessions.

Now that we can meet up 
again in pubs, some Branch 
socials have been planned and 
you are encouraged to attend 
these, if of course you feel it is 
safe to do so. I must say that, 
due to the measures that some 
pubs still have in place, I feel 
safer visiting a pub than, say, 
shopping in a supermarket 
or even walking along 
Glasgow’s busy Argyle Street 
on a Saturday afternoon. 
The Branch socials that have 
been planned so far are at the 
Ardrossan Rugby Club  
Festival preview on Friday  
3 September and in the Glen 
Park Hotel, Ayr on Saturday  
25 September. Further details 
can be found on page 6.

Area socials will be resuming 
as well. East Ayrshire will meet 
on the last Wednesday of each 
month and, by the time you 
read this, they may well have 
had their first one on 25th 
August in the Wheatsheaf, 
Kilmarnock. South Ayrshire will 
meet on the 3rd Tuesday of 
each month, alternating 

between afternoons and 
evenings. North Ayrshire will 
meet on the 3rd Thursday of 
the month starting on 21st 
October, and Wigtownshire are 
holding a social in The Grapes, 
Stranraer on Sunday  
12 September from 2-5pm.

You should be aware that our 
Ayrshire Real Ale Festival, 
planned to be held in Troon 
Concert Hall during the first 
weekend of October, has been 
cancelled for the second year 
running. We fully intend to 
resume normal service in 2022.  
In the meantime, a couple of 
events are planned in lieu of 
the festival.  

On what should have been the 
Saturday of the festival, i.e. 
9th October, we have a crawl 
round Troon’s real ale pubs to 
which members of all Scottish 
CAMRA branches are invited. 
Again, details again can be 
found on page 6.  

Glasgow and Paisley festivals 
were also cancelled this year 
and a rail trail, where members 
will be encouraged to visit 
pubs close to the festival 
venues, is planned for the 
weekend of 22-24 October. A 
branch social is planned for the 
trail on Saturday 23 October, 
starting in Glasgow and ending 
in Troon via Paisley. See pages 
7 & 8 for more info.

Champion Beer of Britain 
(CBOB) activity was 
suspended during the periods 
of lockdown. Competition 
heats will resume in 2022 
but online voting for beers 
to be included in these heats 
commences on 1st September 
and continues until 31st 
October. The voting site can be 
accessed at cbob.camra.org.uk.  

Prior to COVID, when voting 
last took place in September/
October 2019 our branch was 
the best performing in the 
whole of the UK in terms of 
the number of members who 
voted. Let’s strive to achieve 
that accolade again this year.  
Please don’t let the complexity 
of the voting procedure put 
you off. Find beers you have 
heard of and like and vote for 
them!

Finally, a date for your diary.  
Our popular Festive Crawl, 
cancelled in 2020, will be held 
in the week between Christmas 
and New Year. Details still to 
be confirmed.

Lindsay Grant, 
Branch Chair
branchchair@awcamra.org.uk

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
mailto:branchchair%40awcamra.org.uk?subject=
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Branch Targets
Our new Branch targets are as follows:

• Encourage members to visit pubs and 
score beers. Use the data to inform us of 
pubs' eligibility for GBG entry and assist in 
improving beer quality.

• Consider strategies to maintain/increase 
membership – members are encouraged to 
recruit new members, Full Pints features 
membership adverts, national recruitment 
campaign to recruit new and re-joining 
members to be launched.  
Thankfully, the decline in branch membership 
has not been as severe as feared, but there 
has still been a drop.

• Encourage CAMRA members to support 
local clubs. 
Clubs are as important as pubs and need 
support. Ian Martin is our Clubs Officer. If 
you are a member of a club with a bar that 

doesn't serve real ale 
then please let Ian Martin 
know. We currently have 
just three clubs in the 
whole of Ayrshire that 
serve real ale – Ardrossan Accies Rugby Club, 
Cambusdoon Sports Club, Marr Rugby Club 
(seasonal/home games). CAMRA's definition 
of a club can be found here: camra.org.uk/
campaign_resources/definition-of-a-club/

• Promote afternoon social events to help 
reduce loneliness and support real ale pubs 

Branch Committee
The committee for 2021/22 is as follows:

Chair Lindsay Grant branchchair@awcamra.org.uk
Vice-chair/North Ayrshire Socials Ian Middleditch north-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk
Vice-chair/Public Affairs Coordinator Ray Turpie public_affairs@awcamra.org.uk
Branch Secretary Kenneth Middleditch secretary@awcamra.org.uk
Treasurer Ian Fairbairn treasurer@awcamra.org.uk
Membership Secretary Graeme Watt membership@awcamra.org.uk
Social Secretary Matt Miller social@awcamra.org.uk
Press & Publicity Officer Stuart Cambridge press@awcamra.org.uk
Full Pints Editor Stuart McMahon fullpints@awcamra.org.uk
Full Pints Advertising Janis Wood advertising@awcamra.org.uk
Pubs Campaigns Coordinator Mick Lee pubs@awcamra.org.uk
Clubs Campaign Coordinator Ian Martin clubs@awcamra.org.uk
Webmaster Ronnie Beveridge webmaster@awcamra.org.uk
Beer Festival Organiser Douglas Graham festival@awcamra.org.uk
East Ayrshire Socials Alex Burt east-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk
Wigtownshire Socials Malcolm McNeill wigtownshire@awcamra.org.uk
South Ayrshire Socials – VACANT (Chairman organising) south-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk
Public Transport Liaison – VACANT - -
Young Members' Coordinator – VACANT - -

Ayrshire & Wigtownshire
Campaign for Real Ale

https://camra.org.uk/campaign_resources/definition-of-a-club/
https://camra.org.uk/campaign_resources/definition-of-a-club/
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Social Events
It's been a while since we have been 
able to use that headline! Here are 
details of our forthcoming Branch 
events that have been organised for 
you.
FRIDAY 3 / SATURDAY 4 SEPTEMBER 
Beer and Music Event 
ARDROSSAN ACCIES RUGBY CLUB
A scaled back event this year with the 
Ardrossan Music Experience providing a 
selection of bands in a large marquee in the 
field on Sat 4 Sept. Five or six cask ales from 
Alechemy, Keith and Loch Lomond breweries 
should be available, plus a couple on keykeg. 
Branch social on Friday 3rd from 7pm. £1 club 
entry. Saturday tickets are £5, available from 
the club or the Cheery Cup cafe, Glasgow 
Street, Ardrossan.

FRIDAY 3 – SUNDAY 5 SEPTEMBER 
Portpatrick Folk Festival 
A local event which local CAMRA members 
often support - real ale available in the Crown 
Hotel, Portpatrick.

SUNDAY 12 SEPTEMBER 
Wigtownshire Social 
The Grapes, Stranraer, from 2-5pm. A special 
event organised for CAMRA members, with live 
music by Jimmy Mac. Two ales will be available, 
and non-members are most welcome to attend.

SATURDAY 25 SEPTEMBER
2-Pub Social, Ayr 
Meeting at Glen Park Hotel, Ayr starting at 2pm 
before moving on to another local venue.

THURSDAY 8 - SUNDAY 10 OCTOBER
SNIB Social, Troon, Sat 8 Oct
In lieu of our beer festival we are simply asking 
everyone to go out, take some friends and 
support your local pub at some point over this 
weekend, whether that be in Troon, the rest of 
Ayrshire or further beyond. This year, more than 
ever, pubs need our support. However, CAMRA 
Members from around Scotland are invited to 
join us in a Social starting in McKay's at 1pm on 
Saturday 9th.

Branch News
After what seems an eternity, COVID 
restrictions have finally been relaxed 
across the country allowing us once 
again to meet in pubs, and stand 
vertically at the bar to have a pint.

Your committee met on 16th August and have 
agreed to hold several physical social meetings 
over the coming months. We ask that you 
consider supporting these get-togethers, but 
only if you feel safe to do so. The vaccination 
programme certainly seems to be making a 
difference as time progresses, and we hope 
that continues. Look out for emails from the 
area social organisers with further details on 
local events.

As previously intimated, the Ayrshire Real 
Ale Festival which is usually held in Troon in 
October has been cancelled for this year, due to 
ongoing uncertainties and restrictions making it 
unviable. Instead, we are encouraging everyone 
to go out at some point over what would 
have been the festival weekend and support 
your local pub, whether that be in Troon, 
elsewhere in Ayrshire, or indeed further afield. 
On Saturday 9 October there will be a social 
crawl in Troon that is open to all branches in 
Scotland. Our festival normally has around 
2,500 attendees - that's a lot of beer which 
pubs would be delighted to sell to you! They 
need all the support they can get at present.

Outwith the social events, you should have 
recently received an email from Gary Timmins, 
CAMRA's Awards Director inviting you to take 
vote in the next Champion Beer of Britain 
competition. Voting opens on 1st September. 
We are one of the most proactive branches in 
the whole of the UK in submitting our votes, so 
please continue to take part and have your say. 
There are several new style categories this year 
- full details at cbob.camra.org.uk.

Finally, see page 13 for another reminder on 
how to check your CAMRA mailing preferences 
so that we can easily keep in touch with you 
and let you know of local news and events.

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
https://cbob.camra.org.uk
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The Alternative Real Ale Festival:  
Autumn Ale by Rail Trail
As our three 'local' 
CAMRA beer festivals 
have been cancelled this 
year – Glasgow, Paisley 
and Ayrshire (Troon) – 
the local branches have 
agreed to hold a joint 
Autumn Ale by Rail Trail 
over the weekend of 22-
24 October.

The plan is to visit 3 pubs close 
to each station (with a 4th "try 
also" pub) for a drink and then 
move on to the next town.

Each of the pubs will only 
have their normal range of ales 
available, although they will 
have been made aware of the 
event and been asked to have 
extra beer available in their 
cellar if required.

The suggested pubs to visit on 
the Trail are as follows:
 
GLASGOW (TBC)
The Pot Still, Hope Street
Sir John Moore, Argyle Street
The Laurieston, Bridge Street
*Drum & Monkey, St Vincent 
Street

PAISLEY
The Last Post, County Square
Bull Inn, New Street 
Wee Howff, High Street
*Northern Way, Causeyside 
Street

TROON
McKay's, Portland Street
Number Forty Seven, 
Templehill 
Harbour Bar, Templehill
*South Beach Hotel, South 
Beach (ale not always 
available)

On Saturday 23 October, our 
Branch will have a social trip, 
starting at the Pot Still in 
Glasgow at 12 noon, and then 
jumping on the train via Paisley 
and finishing back down in 
Troon.

As a guide, an adult ScotRail 
Off-Peak Return ticket 
between Troon and Glasgow 
costs £9.90. Additional fares 
may be needed outwith 
stations on that route.

It is the intention of all 
branches to hold their proper 
beer festivals next year 
once more. There may be a 
separate Glasgow event held 
sooner, but details still to be 
confirmed.

WEDNESDAY 29 SEPTEMBER / 27 OCTOBER
East Ayrshire Social – Venues and time tbc

TUESDAY 16 SEPTEMBER / 19 OCTOBER
South Ayrshire Social – Venues and time tbc

THURSDAY 21 OCTOBER
North Ayrshire Social – Venue and time tbc

FRIDAY 22 - SUNDAY 24 OCTOBER
The Alternative Real Ale Festival:  
Autumn Ales by Rail Trail
See below and page 8 for full details.
The Ayrshire & Wigtownshire CAMRA Branch 
has organised a Branch Social for Saturday 23 
October, starting in the Pot Still, Hope Street, 
Glasgow at 12 noon and working its way back 
down to Troon. Renfrewshire and Glasgow & 
West of Scotland Branches, may also organise 
their own socials.

Once in Troon, the pubs being visited will be 
the Harbour Bar, Number Forty Seven and 
McKay's (with the South Beach Hotel as an 
option if it has real ale available).

Keep an eye on our Facebook page and monthly 
email for more details of the social events.

Social Events continued...

East Ayrshire members enjoying their first social 
meeting in the Wheatsheaf, Kilmarnock

* Suggested "try also" pubs

https://www.facebook.com/groups/awcamra
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Ayrshire & Wigtownshire
Campaign for Real Ale

Glasgow & West of Scotland
Campaign for Real Ale

Renfrewshire
Campaign for Real Ale

The Alternative Real Ale Festival:
Autumn Ale by Rail Trail
Glasgow
Paisley
Troon

22-24 
October
2021

The three local CAMRA beer festivals in Glasgow, Paisley and Troon have all been cancelled this 
year due to COVID. Our Autumn Ale by Rail Trail is designed to let you visit three pubs (with a 
fourth “try also” pub) close to Glasgow Central, Paisley Gilmour Street and Troon stations for some 
real ale, and then move on to the next town by train over the weekend of 22-24 October.

Each of the pubs will only have their normal range of ales available, but they have been made 
aware of the event and have been asked to have extra beer available in their cellar if required. 
The suggested pubs to visit on the Trail are:

GLASGOW
The Pot Still, Hope Street
Sir John Moore, Argyle Street
The Laurieston, Bridge Street
*Drum & Monkey, St Vincent Street

PAISLEY
The Last Post, County Square
Bull Inn, New Street
Wee How�, High Street
*Northern Way, Causeyside Street

TROON
McKays, Portland Street
Number Forty Seven, Templehill
Harbour Bar, Templehill
*South Beach Hotel, South Beach

* Suggested “try also” pubs

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
https://join.camra.org.uk
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Local Pub News

Other news: 
The Pierhead Tavern, Lamlash has a change of 
licensee. Jane Howe still owns the pub but has 
handed the reins over to Ian Kirsop for the day-
to-day running of it.

Merito in Dunlop has still to announce details 
on when or if they will reopen, and the Ship 
Inn's future in Irvine remains uncertain after the 
sudden death of one of the owners last year.

The former Bruce's Well in Troon is being 
refurbished, and rumoured to become a 
restaurant.

The Salt Cot in Saltcoats has had some external 
refurbishment with new signage and colour 
schemes. Internal upgrades are also planned 
with new carpets and upholstery.

The Smoking Goat, Ayr has reached the final in 
the Scottish dram pub awards for the second 
year running. Last year they made the top ten 
for the best bar in Scotland, this year they are 
in the category for the best or most improved 
beer garden. The pub will be closed on Tuesday  
7 September whilst the boss takes the staff to 
the awards ceremony for a well deserved night 
out in Glasgow!

The Weston Tavern, Kilmaurs has won the Best 
Pub & Bar in East Ayrshire award for the second 
year running in the National Pub & Bar Awards 
2021. The Regional / National winners will be 
announced in London on 6 September.

Once again, there's not a huge amount 
of news that we can report from our 
local pubs – we're just happy that the 
majority of them have reopened and 
are continuing to sell real ale, even if 
in a reduced capacity.

We've tried to keep up-to-date listings on our 
branch website at www.awcamra.org.uk as well 
as at WhatPub.com. Please use that as a guide 
and contact any pub prior to visiting them 
to check on any booking requirements and 
availability of real ale.

The map of all real ale outlets in our Branch 
area, located at the back of this magazine, has 
been updated. All we can do at present is ask 
that you support your local outlets if you feel it 
safe to do so. It continues to be a real struggle 
for them to survive financially.

New outlet: The Black Bull, Darvel has 
introduced real ale which is proving popular, 
given that there are no other real ale outlets in 
the area.

No longer selling real ale: Harbour House 
Hotel, Portpatrick has stopped selling real ale.

JG Sharps, Largs was initially only open at 
weekends and, although it now opens all week 
it will only reintroduce real ale "once
there is demand".

Closures since last edition: None that we are 
aware of.
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We'd love to hear from breweries and pubs with any news snippets, events, awards etc.  
Send your info to fullpints@awcamra.org.uk

Brewery News
AYR BREWING COMPANY www.ayrbrewingcompany.com
Ayr continues to be brewing close to capacity. Their refreshing golden, summer ales – Summer 
Knitting, Complicated Maisie and Boing – have all been very popular with production focussed on 
keeping them in stock. The recipe for their Burning Gull IPA (5%) has been tweaked and is now 
brewed with Pioneer and Amarillo Hops and dry hopped with Amarillo, Simcoe and Mosaic. The 
darker core ales will become more regular over the winter months.

ARRAN BREWERY www.arranbrewery.co.uk 
A number of recipes for their beers have been tweaked, including Red Squirrel, Brewery Dug, and 
a new batch of their new beer Ego has recently been brewed. The brewery often has quantities 
of used hops available, which may be used in local gardens - contact the brewery shop (01770 
302353) for availability and if you'd like a bag or two.

The brewery was delighted that their beers won two awards at this year’s World Beer Awards. 
Arran Dark won silver in the Dark Beer, Mild Category and the new recipe Brewery Dug won 
Bronze in the IPA, English Style Category. Everyone was very pleased with these results, with head 
Brewer, Craig stating “This is fantastic news, and maintains our record of having won an award 
for our beers every year since our founding (except 2004). I am especially pleased with the new 
Brewery Dug recipe doing so well, which mirrors the feedback we have been receiving from our 
beer tasting sessions and customer reports.”

SEAGATE BREWERY  www.seagatebrewery.co.uk
The brewery has now been selling commercially for a year, and demand continues to be very 
high. The Drift Inn, Lamlash which is located next door to the brewery, usually has cask versions of 
some of the ales, most recently the Moulin d'Or Houblon, a 5% citrus blonde ale. Steve is usually in 
attendance at the Arran Farmers' Market with his beers. However, you can contact the brewery if 
you'd like to visit and purchase some beers - alternative delivery methods to the mainland are still 
being explored. 

FIVE KINGDOMS BREWERY  www.fivekingdomsbrewery.com
It has been a touch frenetic at the brewery recently. They are 
brewing at capacity but are struggling to keep up with demand, so 
thanks go to all their lovely customers for their continued support. 
Expansion is on the horizon as they took delivery of another brand 
new fermenting vessel. Getting it into the building and fitted will 
involve a fair bit of demolition and rebuilding! The plan is if they are 
happy with this one they will get three more on order. 

Their local Tonderghie hop plants are also flourishing in the garden 
and they are looking forward to this years green hop beer. Alastair 
sends his thanks to all those he delivered to on the last Ayrshire 
delivery trip with the online tasting event beers, your support is 
appreciated. He was also delighted to deliver some casks to a new 
outlet The Brown Bull, at Lochwinnoch, as well as a welcome return 
to Debbie at The Twa Dugs, West Kilbride. 

NEARBY: DARGAVEL BREWERY  Langbank
This new brewery has launched its first beers - Blonde Belter (3.8%) 
and Haud Yer Wheasht (5.1% Wheat Beer) have been available at 
the Fox & Hounds, Houston. Keep up to date at www.facebook.com/
Dargavel-Brewery-706383773520830

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
mailto:%20fullpints%40awcamra.org.uk?subject=
http://www.ayrbrewingcompany.com
http://www.arranbrewery.co.uk
http://www.seagatebrewery.co.uk
http://www.fivekingdomsbrewery.com
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We are looking for some volunteers for a few roles within our Branch. If you think you can assist 
with any of them, most of which only require a couple of hours per month, then please contact 
our Branch Chair, Lindsay Grant, at branchchair@awcamra.org.uk. 

BREWERY LIAISON OFFICER for Coast Ales, Irvine. 
Keeping in regular contact with the brewery and any associated developments.

LOCAL REPRESENTATIVE for the Machars / Newton Stewart area of the Branch.  
Our previous representatives Allan and Lynda Dyson have moved away from the area so we are 
looking for someone to feedback any relevant news on local pubs and assist with delivery of Full 
Pints to the pubs.

SOUTH AYRSHIRE SOCIAL SECRETARY  
Arrange monthly social events in South Ayrshire and contact local members about them.

YOUNG MEMBERS' COORDINATOR  
Encourage young people to support CAMRA and arrange social activities for them.

PUBLIC TRANSPORT LIAISON OFFICER  
Provide information and updates on local public transport, particularly buses, and to submit 
comments when required to travel providers and travel forums.

Nationally, CAMRA also has opportunities for volunteers - full details can be found at  
camra.org.uk/volunteers-area/volunteering-opportunities-2/

A new brewery based in Irvine – Coast Ales – is hoping to brew their first batch 
of ale in mid September, and Ross Gibb, son of one of our members and mad 
mountain biker Stewart Gibb, hopes that the beer will available in local pubs 
by the end of the month. 

The brewery is currently equipped to produce a maximum of 1,000 litres of beer a week but will 
most likely be used at half capacity initially to ensure a higher quality of product. Below are some 
photos of the brew kit, and we look forward to seeing and tasting the beers. Our best wishes go to 
Ross as he starts on this exciting adventure.

Situations Vacant

Coming Soon – Coast Ales

mailto:branchchair%40awcamra.org.uk?subject=
https://camra.org.uk/volunteers-area/volunteering-opportunities-2/


www.awcamra.org.uk

12

From our  
Regional Director
Now, hopefully, we can see the beginning of the 
end of the Covid-19 pandemic, and getting back 
out to the pub is a real possibility now.  

Even although I knew that 
things in hospitality would 
likely never to be the same 
again, I was really surprised 
by the number of pubs that 
are still closed, not fully open 
again or are not really quite 
ready for us. 

Around the country real 
ale is looking like a scarce 
commodity. I visited Balloch 
recently and of the three pubs 
that regularly sold real ale only 
one actually had any on sale 
– and that was limited. Pubs 
are hesitant to take on supply 
of real ale due to the real 
potential of local lockdowns. 

The brewers, who may not 
have been able to collect their 
casks since the closures may 
have not had them back yet. 
Others, while they have the 
casks, will have issues with 
having to deep clean them due 
to a shortage of chemicals in 
the market.  

Now we are also hearing of 
shortages of HGV Drivers, 
CO2 shortages, impending 
strike action by Tennents staff, 
shortages of workers from our 
former EU partners, premises 
closing due to Covid app pings 
etc.

My local pub in Kirkcaldy, The 
Harbour Bar closed recently 
due to the passing of Nick 
Bromfield. Nick was my main 
influencer for real ale and, as 
I’m sure many of you will know, 
provided an excellent selection 
of quality beers from all 
over the UK. He will be sadly 
missed. The local community 
are looking at the feasibility of 
running it as a community pub.

Of course, some pubs have 
been able to weather the 
storm and come out of 
the pandemic in a strong 
position, for example Staggs in 
Musselburgh and The Weavers 
in Strathaven have adapted to 
provide take away beer whilst 
maintaining their customer 
base.

Some pubs have changed to a 
more local supply base – this 
is good news 
for the small 
brewers around 
the country and 
will hopefully 
be something 
that remains as 
we move out of 
the pandemic. 

Whilst the 
majority of 
restrictions 

have now been removed and 
the number of people fully 
vaccinated in Scotland is now 
over 75%, we are still not fully 
over Covid as a nation. 

Pubs will be back; real ale 
will be back and we will get 
back to normal soon, the road 
ahead will be rocky before we 
get there. All I can ask I that if 
you’re going to the pubs and 
the service isn’t quite right, 
or the beer isn’t quite perfect 
or the selection isn’t what it 
used to be – please be kind. 
The pubs are doing their best; 
it will take them a while to 
get back to normal, let them 
recover. Support them however 
best you can and encourage 
your friends too. 

Joe Crawford,  
CAMRA Scotland & Northern Ireland 
Regional Director

Email: rd.scotlandni@camra.org.uk

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
mailto:rd.scotlandni%40camra.org.uk?subject=
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At our AGM one of our 
members commented that 
he hadn't been receiving 
any Branch communications 
by email recently.
On further checking, it transpired 
that the relevant boxes hadn't 
been ticked in his online CAMRA 
profile, despite him thinking the 
contrary. 

Emails from CAMRA and local 
CAMRA branches are sent out 
depending on the preferences that 
are selected in your membership 
profile, accessed via the main 
CAMRA website at www.camra.
org.uk.

If you wish to receive branch news, 
the three images opposite and 
descriptions below show the steps 
required and locations to check 
your settings:

1. Login at www.camra.org.uk 
with your membership 
number and password

2. Go to the Members' Area > 
Edit membership details

3. Go to Marketing Preferences 
and at minimum make sure 
the email box is ticked in the 
top row to be contacted by 
your local branch.

If you wish to receive other news 
from CAMRA, such as information 
on national festivals, campaigns, or 
general news, we would encourage 
you to have the email boxes ticked 
in the other categories (and other 
contact methods if desired). The 
example opposite shows all the 
contact preferences ticked.

Hopefully this will be helpful to 
you, and help you to keep in touch 
with your branch. 

Check your CAMRA  
Marketing Preferences

http://www.camra.org.uk
http://www.camra.org.uk
http://www.camra.org.uk
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Download Full Pints 
magazine here

Ayrshire & Wigtownshire
Campaign for Real Ale

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
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Wigtownshire News
Sadly, our area has lost 4 real pubs during lockdown. The Galloway Arms Hotel, 
Newton Stewart and Craft, Wigtown have closed altogether and regrettably 
The Harbour House Hotel in Portpatrick and Ruddicot Hotel, Stranraer, while 
open, are no longer selling Real Ale. 

The good news is that the others all have 
comfortable outside areas or beer gardens 
and the great majority also provide food. Our 
pubs are scattered all through the County from 
Bargrennan and Kirkcolm in the North to Isle 
of Whithorn and Drummore in the South so 
members really shouldn't be far from a pint 
of good beer! Wigtownshire CAMRA Socials 
have been mainly daytime and at weekends in 
the past, often to support local events. Public 
transport continues to be problematic, however. 

Live music has returned to The Grapes, 
Stranraer most Friday evenings and they are 
laying on a special session with us in mind 
featuring Jimmy Mac, a big favourite in the 
public bar, on Sunday September 12th from 
2-5pm. Jimmy is well known in  Ayrshire and is 
an excellent entertainer.  
 
This is our first opportunity to hold a Social for 
a long time. Please come along if you can. We 
need to have a serious discussion about future 

plans and it should be possible to find a quiet 
spot either in the rear lounge or in the courtyard 
area. Grateful thanks to Billy and Sally at The 
Grapes! Once again, non-members are more 
than welcome. Please let me know if you can 
make it.

Portpatrick Folk Festival has always taken 
place over the first weekend in September. This 
year's event is from Friday 3rd- Sunday 5th 
September and will of necessity be a decidedly 
low key affair with afternoon and evening 
outside sessions taking place at the harbourside 
pubs  involving mainly local musicians. Tony 
Schofield of The Crown Hotel is one of the main 
organisers and more details should be available 
on Facebook before then. Please consider 
supporting them as we have held memorable 
socials there in the past.

Meantime, enjoy the "Last of the Summer Beer" 
and hope to see you at The Grapes and/or 
Portpatrick!

By Malcolm McNeill

This edition of Full Pints is still digital-only. But CAMRA restrictions on printed 
magazines have now been lifted, so we are aiming to produce the Winter 2021 
edition of Full Pints as a printed edition once more that will be available in all 
our local real ale pubs, clubs and restaurants.

For that to happen though, we need to be certain that pubs will accept printed 
materials, and that we have a group of members still willing to help with the 
distribution, and most importantly that we source sufficient advertising to 
cover the printing costs. 

Our new Advertising Manager, Janis Wood, will be contacting all former advertisers to introduce 
herself, and to hopefully encourage you to continue to support CAMRA and the promotion of Real 
Ale in South West Scotland. 

New advertisers are always welcome, and they don't need to be pubs or restaurants. You can 
contact Janis at advertising@awcamra.org.uk if you have any suggestions of new contacts. 

Our competitive advertising rates, starting from £15 per issue, are shown in the info column on 
page 3. Discounts are also available for booking four adverts in advance.

Full Pints set to return to print

mailto:advertising%40awcamra.org.uk?subject=
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PUB COMPANIES – WHO THEY 
ARE AND WHAT THEY DO
CAMRA's Pub and Club Campaigns Committee feels that many members would find it helpful 
to have more information about the companies that control many of our pubs. This is the first 
in a series of articles that will provide the facts on pub company practices and operations, 
explaining in particular how their business models work and what this means for both licensees 
and, ultimately, us as customers. The aim is to let the facts speak for themselves so that 
members can make up their own minds about the positive or negative effects of these practices 
on our pubs and the folk who run them.

PART 1. A POTTED HISTORY OF THE PUBCO

Fifty years ago, when CAMRA was formed, the 
pub landscape looked very different. For a start, 
there were many more of them – some 75,000 
against around 47,500 now. The majority of 
pubs (52,000 or so) were owned by breweries. 
The 89 small and regional breweries had 13,800 
of them and the rest were in the hands of the 
‘Big Six’  – Bass Charrington, Allied, Whitbread, 
Scottish & Newcastle, Watney/Grand 
Metropolitan and Courage/Imperial.

Most of the other 23,000 pubs were free 
houses (in name anyway – many tied their beer 
supplies to a big brewer in return for loans and 
discounts). Companies that just owned pubs 
were few and far between – the likes of Sir John 
Fitzgerald in the north-east and Heavitree in 
the south west (though they tied themselves to 
Bass).

Just about every pub-owning brewery 
rigorously imposed a supply tie on its own 
products. As late as the mid-1980s, I remember 
a Greene King Director recoiling in horror at my 
suggestion that they allow a few guest beers 
in their pubs. As a result, new breweries found 
outlets hard to come by and we customers 
were hardly spoilt for choice, as a glance at a 
Good Beer Guide of that era will reveal.

Then, in 1989, along came the Beer Orders. 
The story of this epochal legislation (for better 
or worse) is superbly told in Laura Hadland’s 
recent Fifty Years of CAMRA book but, in 
essence, the government acknowledged the 
stranglehold on the industry exercised by the 
Big Six and, among other things, capped their 
pub ownership at 2,000.

By now, because of closures and sell-offs, 
the Big Six owned fewer pubs between them 
but the Orders still meant around 11,000 
pubs coming onto the market. We, of course, 
dreamed of a new golden age of multi-
handpumped free houses galore, but the reality 
was sadly different. Companies were quickly 
established, usually with close links to the Big 
Six, to hoover up these pubs in big batches 
then negotiate supply deals, invariably with 
the company who previously owned the place. 
Enterprise Inns, for instance, started off with 
the purchase of 368 pubs from Bass, and that’s 
where they bought the beer from.

In the years that followed, wheeling and dealing 
saw companies variously grow, collapse, merge, 
acquire, dispose – it was very difficult to keep 
up with who owned what. Some companies 
concentrated on managed pubs, some on 
tenancies, a few on a mixed model. Behemoths 
emerged – by 2004, Punch Taverns and 
Enterprise each owned more than 8,000 pubs, 
though both had accumulated so much debt 
that they ran into trouble come the  financial 
crash and subsequently retrenched. We’ll have 
a closer look at the current pub company scene 
in the next article.

A brief history of Punch Taverns illustrates the 
volatility surrounding pubcos from the 1990s 
onwards. Punch formed in 1997, purchasing a 
tranche of pubs from Bass. Two years later, they 
bought Inn Business (mostly former Whitbread 
pubs) and then the rump of the Allied estate. 
The managed pubs were spun off into a 
separate division called Spirit. In 2003, they 
acquired their 3,100-strong rival Pubmaster plus 

By Paul Ainsworth

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
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a couple of smaller companies. Next, Scottish 
& Newcastle’s managed pubs were snapped 
up and added to Spirit. By 2011 the impact of 
the crash was being felt, calling for a ‘strategic 
review’. Spirit was demerged and, in 2015, sold 
to Greene King. Come 2016, a takeover bid 
totalling £403m (plus the taking on of a billion 
pounds of debt) was accepted; 1,900 pubs 
went to Heineken with the remaining 1,300 
residing with Patron Capital, though the Punch 
brand has been retained.

In the meantime, the treatment of their 
tenants by many of the Pubcos had become 
a major issue and, after years of campaigning, 
the Government was persuaded, in 2014, to 
announce a statutory Pubs Code aimed at 
regulating their practices and ensuring fair 
treatment for tenants. We’ll return to the Code 
in a future article. In this context, though, it 
needs mentioning that the currently accepted 
definition of a pub company embraces 
breweries that own pubs – and nowadays most 
such companies have separate management 
structures for their pub and brewing operations.

FINAL COMMENTS 
Pub companies are here to stay. There is 
nothing wrong with the basic model and, 
indeed, there are some excellent companies 
(mostly smaller ones) who treat their licensees 
well and clearly see their pubs as more than 
just property assets. It would, though, be 
difficult to argue that the ways in which some 
companies operate raise many issues around 
their custodianship of what aren’t just piles of 
bricks-and-mortar but, in most cases, precious 
and valued community assets. We’ll examine 
those issues in due course.

Hands up to save 
The Harbour Bar, 
Kirkcaldy 
GROUP LAUNCHES CAMPAIGN TO 
SAVE THEIR LOCAL

“It’s not just a pub – it’s a community hub”, says 
the Kirkcaldy community who are campaigning 
to save their local pub, buying it and reopening 
as a community enterprise. They have started 
an awareness campaign and have held two 
open meetings to raise awareness of their 
vision.

Regulars of the pub were shocked at the 
recent death of their much loved landlord Nick 
Bromfield and, with the blessing of Nick’s wife 
Gillie, they have launched the campaign to take 
over the pub. They are looking to raise at least 
£100,000 to refurbish and reopen The Harbour 
Bar in Kirkcaldy. 

The Harbour Bar is very popular with locals and 
ale drinkers and it specialises in craft ales and 
ciders. The pub is Kirkcaldy’s only dedicated 
real ale pub and has won numerous awards, 
some of which have included the Fife CAMRA 
Pub of the Year for several consecutive years, 
Scottish CAMRA Pub of the Year 2000 and 
British CAMRA Runner Up Pub of the Year 
2000. A few years back, our own branch visited 
the pub on a trip through to Fife.

The group recognises that some people may 
have skills which would be useful in running the 
pub. Others may just want to make a donation. 
Anyone who is interested in supporting the 
campaign, buying shares or making a donation 
can email the group at theharboursociety@
hotmail.com and a member will be in contact. 

A spokesperson for the group said, “We’re 
especially keen to seek support from those who 
love the pub and want to preserve its position 
as the village pub of Kirkcaldy, whether that is 
by becoming a member, offering support to the 
work of the steering group, making a donation 
or providing a sum as a loan.”

More information at  
www.facebook.com/harbourcommunitypub

           The Cotton Mill, Kilmarnock is owned by Whitbread

https://www.facebook.com/harbourcommunitypub
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Cider and Perry News
INTRODUCING AYRSHIRE RIVIERA CIDER –  
PERFECTION TO THE CORE
Ayrshire Riviera Cider is a new craft cider producer based in Troon. They were 
aware that throughout Ayrshire there were lots of apples unused every year. 
They hated the idea of things going to waste so asked people to donate their 
unwanted apples – and they've now turned those apples into a handcrafted 
and tasty cider. The 6.0% ABV cider will be available from a variety of local 
Ayrshire outlets in September. Production for 2021 will begin soon. To find out 
more follow Ayrshire Riviera Cider on Facebook and Twitter.

REAL CIDER AND PERRY IS 
#NotFromConcentrate 
CAMRA has produced a revised definition 
of real cider and perry to reflect the current 
practices and processes of cider and perry 
makers across the UK. 

The Definition
CAMRA defines real Cider or Perry as being 
fermented from the whole juice of fresh 
pressed apples or pears, without the use of 
concentrated or chaptalised juices.

The word ‘chaptalised’ as used in the definition 
refers to a process where the alcohol level in a 
cider or perry is increased by the addition of 
sugar to an unnatural level for storage, before 
it is diluted with water to the desired alcohol 
content for sale.

So is it real?
In order to be real, cider 
and perry should never 
be concentrated then 
diluted – either in terms 
of the juice used, or the 
alcohol content.

CAMRA will be using 
#NotFromConcentrate for online campaigning 
for real products. You can find a regularly 
updated map and list of producers at the 
following website: camra.org.uk/beer-and-cider/
cider/promoting-real-cider-and-perry/

CAMRA also has a cider and perry Facebook 
page at: facebook.com/camracider.perry as well 
as being on Twitter at Twitter: twitter.com/
CAMRA_APPLE

real cider
& perry

A quick request from your editor...

Last year, I also tried making some cider with 
some of my own eating apples and donations of 
cooking apples from around Ayrshire – the end 
result was quite tasty and drinkable!

This year, many apple crops appear to be quite 
poor, so if anyone has a surplus of apples, 
particularly eating/dessert apples, then I 
will happily accept them, as this will help to 
sweeten the cider up a bit, and in return you 
may get to taste some of the end product at 
some point next year! Likewise if anyone else is looking for apples, let me know and I can pass on 
details if I get a surplus! The Ayrshire Riviera Cider Company mentioned above will also be glad to 
accept any surplus apples.

Contact me (Stuart McMahon) on 01294 603848 or fullpints@awcamra.org.uk if you can help.

Apples wanted!

to be provided

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/AyrshireRivieraCider
https://twitter.com/CiderRiviera
https://camra.org.uk/beer-and-cider/cider/promoting-real-cider-and-perry/
https://camra.org.uk/beer-and-cider/cider/promoting-real-cider-and-perry/
https://www.facebook.com/camracider.perry
https://twitter.com/CAMRA_APPLE
https://twitter.com/CAMRA_APPLE
mailto:fullpints%40awcamra.org.uk?subject=
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ASK THE BREWER
Over the next four or five issues of Full Pints, 
we'll be asking a local brewer to answer a 
few questions. The first victim, sorry, willing 
participant is Steve Sparshott, from the new 
Seagate Brewery in Lamlash, Isle of Arran.

Q1.  WHAT’S YOUR FAVOURITE 
HOP?

 Citra

Q2.  WHAT’S YOUR FAVOURITE 
BEER?

 Gulden Draak from Belgium

Q3.  FAVOURITE FOOD & BEER 
PAIRING?

 Flemish beef stew and Bruges Zot Blond

Q4.  FAVOURITE BEER 
DESTINATION?

 Brugges

Q5.  FAVOURITE PUB IN THE UK?
 The Hop Shop, Chelmsford

Q6.  WHAT’S THE ONE ITEM 
IN THE BREWERY YOU 
COULDN’T LIVE WITHOUT?

 Digital Refractometer

Q7.  FAVOURITE MUSIC TO PLAY 
DURING A BREW DAY?

 German Power Metal 

Q8.  IF YOU WEREN’T IN THE 
BREWING INDUSTRY, WHAT 
WOULD YOU BE DOING?

 Landscape and nature photography 

Q9.  WHO IS YOUR BIGGEST 
INSPIRATION IN BREWING?

 Rudy Vossen from De Bierboom in 
Brugge

Q10.  WHAT GOT YOU INTO 
BREWING?

 Visiting Brugge for 16 years 

Q11.  WHAT’S YOUR FAVOURITE 
BEER FESTIVAL?

 Fyne Ales' Fyne Fest 

Q12.  WHAT’S THE LAST BEER YOU 
BREWED?

 Rise Above 80 shillings ale 

Q13.  WHAT’S YOUR FAVOURITE 
INTEREST/HOBBY OUTSIDE 
OF BREWING?

 Playing electric guitar – metal, blues, 
rock

Q14.  FUGGLES OR GOLDINGS?
 Goldings, as it has a nicer aroma

Q15.  WHAT’S NEXT FOR THE 
BREWERY?

 Looking at possibility for canning – in 
lieu of bottles
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All CAMRA members are reminded  
(and encouraged) to score any real 
ales you may drink in a pub around the 
country at www.whatpub.com.

Normally we would receive around 2,500 scores for 
our local pubs, but because of the lockdowns we 
only had around 500 over the past year. 

Your scores help our branch select the best pubs 
for inclusion in the Good Beer Guide - each year we 
have to select just 27 pubs from the 70 or so in our 
branch area.

Now that pubs have reopened, beer scores will be 
all the more important for us as we need them to 
monitor beer quality and identify if any pubs may 
be struggling. 

There are three very simple steps to score beers on 
your smartphone or computer:

1. Sign in to whatpub.com with your CAMRA membership number and password.

2. Select the pub you wish to score.

3. Score your beer using the criteria above, and select the brewery and then the beer and finally 
hit the Submit button. 

If scoring a pub with a very low score (0 or 0.5) it would be helpful to include some comments 
why that score has been given. Also, whilst on whatpub.com, if you notice any errors in the content 
of the listing please submit an update.

Beer Scoring HOW TO SCORE A BEER
0 Should only be used if no cask 

ale is available.
0.5 - 1 
POOR

Beer is anything from barely 
drinkable to drinkable with 
considerable resentment.

2 
AVERAGE

Competently kept, drinkable pint 
but doesn’t inspire in any way.

3 
GOOD

Good beer in good form. You want 
to stay for another pint and may 
have the beer again

4 
VERY GOOD

Excellent beer in excellent 
condition. You stay put!

5 
PERFECT

Probably the best you are ever 
likely to find. A seasoned drinker 
will award this score very rarely.

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
https://whatpub.com
https://whatpub.com
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Visit the CAMRA Shop for 50th Anniversary 
products, a wide selection of books, 
clothing and beer tasting boxes:
shop1.camra.org.uk

https://shop1.camra.org.uk

http://shop1.camra.org.uk
https://shop1.camra.org.uk
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As we were unable to hold any physical CAMRA 
meetings until recently, the committee agreed to 
organise some online tasting socials via Zoom, 
where we would sample, and score a selection of 
bottle-conditioned ales. 

The first session, mentioned in the last edition, featured ales 
from Leatherbritches Brewery in Leicestershire. Given the initial 
success of that session, with over 20 folk taking part, participants 
agreed to hold some other sessions, this time featuring two of our 
local breweries that produce bottle-conditioned ales - Seagate 
and Five Kingdoms. For many participants, it was the first 
chance to try and sample some Seagate beers – Rise Above 80/-, 
SAORSA Blond Ale, Monday Morning Mocha and RYIPA – and 
they were not disappointed with everyone in agreement that they 
were all excellent.

Following Seagate there have been two sessions with the Five 
Kingdoms' beers, as part of which we were privileged to have the 
chance to try Heart of Darkness, their barrel-conditioned version 
of  Dark Storm Stout. A very big thank you to Alastair Scoular 
who took time out of his hectic schedule to do a delivery trip with 
the ales around half of Ayrshire.

It is now hoped that any future tasting sessions will be able 
to be held in a pub. If you are interested in becoming one of 
CAMRA's trained tasters, please contact our chair Lindsay Grant, 
branchchair@awcamra.org.uk, who is also the West of Scotland 
Tasting Panel chair.

Online Tasting Socials

Explore the contemporary 
story of cider and its modern 
renaissance with the help of 
The Ciderologist, Gabe Cook. 

His new CAMRA book, 
Modern British Cider, is now 
available for pre-order. There 
truly is a cider for everyone! 🍎

Find out more here:  
shop1.camra.org.uk/product/
modern-british-cider/

Some of the participants for the 
Seagate tasting social

The Seagate beers ready for delivery

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
mailto:branchchair%40awcamra.org.uk?subject=
https://shop1.camra.org.uk/product/modern-british-cider/
https://shop1.camra.org.uk/product/modern-british-cider/
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Ale Trails
Our series of Ale Trails were updated just before the lockdown last year, 
although there are a few edits needing to be made to some of them now, 
which will be actioned soon, but on the whole they are still accurate. They 
can be viewed / downloaded from the branch website at www.awcamra.org.uk. 
Once outlets reopen, we recommend contacting them prior to visiting just to 
confirm opening times and availability of real ale.

There are eight trails available in total:
• Rail Trail 1: Ayr to Irvine
• Rail Trail 2: Largs to Saltcoats
• Rail Trail 3: Kilmarnock to Dunlop
• Walking Trail 4: Ayr Real Ale Trails
• Bus Trail 5: North & East Ayrshire
• Bus Trail 6: South Ayrshire
• Bus Trail 7: Wigtownshire
• Island Trail 8: Arran (print and online)

Ayrshire & Wigtownshire
Campaign for Real Ale

Ayrshire
Rail Ale Trails
Trail 1: Ayr to Irvine

www.awcamra.org.uk
Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out ourBrand Guidelines.

Ayrshire & Wigtownshire
Campaign for Real Ale

Ayrshire
Bus Ale Trails
Trail 5:  
North and East Ayrshire

www.awcamra.org.uk
Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out ourBrand Guidelines.

Dunlop from the air - ©Thomas Nugent / geograph.org.uk

Where to find 
Real Ale  
on ArranThis leaflet has been produced by the Ayrshire & 

Wigtownshire Branch of CAMRA – the Campaign for Real Ale – 
in order to highlight the various outlets selling cask ale on  
the Isle of Arran. Copies of our free multi award-winning  
“Full Pints” magazine are also distributed to all the outlets.

Within Scotland, the number of breweries has never been higher, and 
the number of outlets offering cask ale is also at an all-time high due 
to customer demand. The island has its own Isle of Arran Brewery 
based at Cladach, Brodick, which produces a variety of ales in cask, 
keg and bottle for both the home and export markets. 

Around the outlets on the island you will find cask ales from a variety 
of brewers, often including Ayr Brewing Company, Fyne Ales, Kelburn 
and Timothy Taylor, in addition to the local ales. 

The Kinloch Hotel, Blackwaterfoot hosts an annual beer festival 
usually in August, and the Rock n’ Blues Festival in September also 
has real ale available - both events are extremely popular.

Public transport is the best option for travelling around Arran, unless 
you have a sympathetic designated driver! If you intend visiting 
several outlets around the island, then purchasing an Arran Dayrider 
ticket is best value. The main bus terminal is at the ferry terminal and 
all buses will eventually end up there! 

From Brodick, Stagecoach Service 322 heads over the String Road 
directly to Blackwaterfoot. Service 323 travels round the south end 
via Lamlash and Whiting Bay to Blackwaterfoot (limited evening 
service to Blackwaterfoot), and Service 324 travels round the north 
end via Lochranza to Blackwaterfoot. Current timetables are available 
from www.spt.co.uk/bus/timetables.

For more information on the Ayrshire & 
Wigtownshire CAMRA Branch and the regular 
events and social meetings that are organised, 
including the Ayrshire Real Ale Festival in Troon, 
please visit www.awcamra.org.uk.

1. Kinloch Hotel

3. Brodick Bar

5. Wine Port 6. The Drift Inn

A. Isle of Arran Brewery

4. Ormidale Hotel

7. The Pierhead Tavern 8. Lochranza Hotel

2. Blackwaterfoot Lodge

Join up, Join in, Join the campaign Discover your reason to join CAMRA at: 

www.camra.org.uk/join
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Trail 8: Arran

Updated February 2020

Ayrshire & Wigtownshire
Campaign for Real Ale

Ayrshire
Rail Ale Trails
Trail 2: Largs to Saltcoats

www.awcamra.org.uk
Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out ourBrand Guidelines.

Ayrshire & Wigtownshire
Campaign for Real Ale

Ayrshire
Bus Ale Trails
Trail 6:  
South Ayrshire

www.awcamra.org.uk
Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out ourBrand Guidelines.

Ayrshire & Wigtownshire
Campaign for Real Ale

Ayrshire
Real Ale Trails
Trail 4: A series of walks 
around Real Ale pubs in Ayr

www.awcamra.org.uk
Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out ourBrand Guidelines.

Ayrshire & Wigtownshire
Campaign for Real Ale

Ayrshire
Rail Ale Trails
Trail 3: Kilmarnock to    
 Dunlop

www.awcamra.org.uk
Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out ourBrand Guidelines.

Ayrshire & Wigtownshire
Campaign for Real Ale

Wigtownshire
Bus Ale Trails
Trail 7: Wigtownshire – 
The Rhins and the Machars

www.awcamra.org.uk
Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out ourBrand Guidelines.

What's Brewing 
now online
A reminder that CAMRA's What's Brewing 
newspaper is no longer being printed and has 
been replaced by a new website, wb.camra.org.uk, 
which can be updated much more regularly with 
CAMRA and industry news. 

You can also select topics such as Regional 
News as well as other popular categories such 
as Pubs, Industry or Opinion Pieces. and receive 
alerts by email when something is posted under 
that topic.

To ensure that you continue to receive alerts 
on new content and information from CAMRA, 
please check your email preferences in the 
Members' Area of the CAMRA website. 

The quarterly printed copy of BEER magazine 
will continue and from the autumn edition, which 
was mailed out recently, there will be an 8-page 
insert of What's Brewing content. 

CAMRA have also set up a new Twitter feed to 
keep you updated with the latest stories: you 
can follow @WBOnline_

Some of the participants for the 
Seagate tasting social

The Seagate beers ready for delivery

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
https://wb.camra.org.uk
https://camra.org.uk/volunteers-area/
https://twitter.com/WBOnline_
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GETTING AROUND

Listed below are some  
useful contact details for  
transport providers in our Branch area.

STAGECOACH WEST SCOTLAND  www.stagecoachbus.com
Tel: 01294 607007 (Ardrossan)
 01292 613500 (Ayr) 
 01776 704484 (Stranraer) 
 01770 302000 (Arran)
 0345 121 0190 (Disability Helpdesk)

SHUTTLE BUSES  www.shuttlebuses.co.uk
Tel: 0800 072 0373 

McGILL'S BUSES  www.mcgillsbuses.co.uk
Tel: 08000 51 56 51

SCOTRAIL  www.scotrail.co.uk
Tel: 0344 811 0141

CALEDONIAN MACBRAYNE  www.calmac.co.uk
Tel: 0800 066 5000

TRAVELINE SCOTLAND www.travelinescotland.com

AYRSHIRE and

WIGTOWNSHIRE

Ale Trails using public transport are available 
to download from our website at  

www.awcamra.org.uk

Every CAMRA branch adheres to CAMRA’s 
privacy policy. Within our branch we use 
a centralised communications tool for 
sending out our monthly emails to our 
branch members. 

However, for certain aspects of our work, 
for example, the beer festival, we will 
occasionally need to contact folk directly 
by way of having a ‘legitimate interest’. 
Any communications from our branch will 
contain details of how to unsubscribe from 
the emails if that is your desire. However, 
our hope is that as a member of CAMRA, 
you value the information that is sent to 
you, and that it is useful, particularly at 
branch level. If it isn’t, then please talk to us 
in the first instance so we can understand 
your concerns.

You can check your email address is correct 
at www.camra.org.uk. Log in using your 
memebrship details, and select 'Edit your 
membership information'.

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
https://www.stagecoachbus.com/
http://www.shuttlebuses.co.uk
http://www.mcgillsbuses.co.uk
http://www.scotrail.co.uk
http://www.calmac.co.uk
http://www.travelinescotland.com
http://www.camra.org.uk
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Autumn 2021The Good Beer 
Guide 2022 

will be 
published on 

November 12, 2021

An ideal 
Christmas 

present

Pre-order your copy now for a 
CAMRA Members’ price of just £12*
at shop1.camra.org.uk

* Log in to enable your member discount. Once logged in 
the member discount will be applied at checkout.

The Good Beer Guide 
(GBG) is the UK’s 

best-selling guide to 
pubs, bars and clubs 

where you can enjoy a 
great pint of traditional 

British beer. It highlights 
pubs selected by 

CAMRA members as 
places to savour good 

beers from small 
breweries as well as 

cask-conditioned 
lagers and world 
beers and some 

pubs are highlighted 
for serving real 

ciders too.

https://shop1.camra.org.uk/product/the-good-beer-guide-2022/
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Largs

Fairlie

West Kilbride

Gateside
Lugton

Dunlop
Stewarton
Kilmaurs

Kilmarnock

Ayr

Kirkmichael

Maybole

Kirkoswald

Bargrennan

Newton Stewart

Garlieston

Bladnoch

Isle of Whithorn

Drummore

Sandhead

Portpatrick

Kirkcolm

Stranraer

Ardrossan

Saltcoats
Irvine
Troon Dundonald

Prestwick

Alloway

Millport
Lochranza

Blackwaterfoot

Brodick
Lamlash

Local Breweries

Towns & villages where 
cask ale should be available 
– check whatpub.com 
for outlet details

Arran
Arran Botanical 

Drinks

Seagate

Ayr

Kelburn

Dargavel

Strathaven

Sulwath

Five 
Kingdoms

Portpatrick
(currently 
mothballed)

Coast Ales

Not to scale. Reproduced from Ordnance Survey 
map data by permission of the Ordnance Survey 
© Crown Copyright 2021

Darvel

Full branch info at: www.awcamra.org.uk

Ayrshire & 
Wigtownshire
CAMRA Branch

South Ayrshire

Wigtownshire

East Ayrshire

North 
Ayrshire

Do you know of a pub or club that 
sells real ale and isn’t listed? 
Please let us know by emailing:  
pubs@awcamra.org.uk

Great rates 
to advertise 
in Full Pints

Just £15 for 
1/8 page or 
£30 for 1/4 page

Just £50 for 
1/2 page or 
£90 for full page 

advertising@awcamra.org.uk

Please check with outlets directly 
for current opening times, booking 

requirements and availability of real ale. 
Details can be found at whatpub.com.

August 2021

http://www.awcamra.org.uk
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AYRSHIRE & WIGTOWNSHIRE REAL ALE OUTLETS
EAST AYRSHIRE

DUNLOP
Merito

KILMAURS
Weston Tavern §

STEWARTON
The Mill House

KILMARNOCK
Brass & Granite 
First Edition C
Wheatsheaf Inn C  

*  CAMRA members have noted that real ale is not 
always available at these outlets.

§  Special offers for card-carrying CAMRA members

SOUTH AYRSHIRE

ALLOWAY
Cambusdoon Sports 
Club

AYR
Abbotsford Hotel
Chestnuts Hotel 
Glen Park Hotel
Tam o’ Shanter

WIGTOWNSHIRE

BARGRENNAN
House O’ Hill Hotel

BLADNOCH
Bladnoch Inn

DRUMMORE
Clashwhannon

GARLIESTON
Harbour Inn

ISLE OF WHITHORN
Steam Packet Inn §

KIRKCOLM
Blue Peter Hotel

NEWTON STEWART
Black Horse Hotel * 
(summer only)
Creebridge House Hotel
Crown Hotel

PORTPATRICK
Crown Hotel 

SANDHEAD
Tigh na Mara Hotel

STRANRAER
Grapes §

CAMRA members are encouraged to score ales they drink in their local pub, as it assists the committee in considering outlets for inclusion in the 
Good Beer Guide. Please take a few moments to score your beers on whatpub.com if you visit them.

C  CAMRA vouchers accepted
#  Weekends only
	Red - still closed / not reopening

NORTH AYRSHIRE 

ARDROSSAN
Ardrossan Rugby Club 

FAIRLIE
Village Inn

GATESIDE
Gateside Inn 

IRVINE
The Auld Brig C
R&A Sports Bar
Ship Inn

LARGS
The Paddle Steamer C
Three Reasons
Waterside

LUGTON
Padaro

MILLPORT
Fraser’s Bar 

SALTCOATS
Salt Cot C  

WEST KILBRIDE
The Twa Dugs 

ISLE OF ARRAN 

BLACKWATERFOOT
Kinloch Hotel 
Blackwaterfoot Lodge

BRODICK
Arran Brewery § C  
Brodick Bar *
Ormidale Hotel
Wine Port 

LAMLASH
Drift Inn 
Pierhead Tavern

LOCHRANZA
Lochranza Hotel

The Smoking Goat
The Twa Dugs
Waterfront * 
Wellingtons Bar 
West Kirk C

DUNDONALD
The Auchans

KIRKMICHAEL
Kirkmichael Arms

KIRKOSWALD
Souter’s Inn

MAYBOLE 
Maybole Arms 

PRESTWICK 
Prestwick Pioneer C 

TROON
Harbour Bar *
McKay’s 
Marr Rugby Club #
Number Forty-Seven 
 (was Cheeky Charlies)
South Beach Hotel *

Current Branch Area Pub of the Year
Overall Branch Pub of the Year 2020

Great rates 
to advertise 
in Full Pints

Just £15 for 
1/8 page or 
£30 for 1/4 page

Just £50 for 
1/2 page or 
£90 for full page 

advertising@awcamra.org.uk
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In CAMRA’s 50th year, 
let’s celebrate together!

CAMRA is great value for money. 
I receive a great publication and always 

know where I can find a good pint.
“ “ 

Encourage family and friends to
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