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all individuals and we
currently represent around
175,000 members across
the UK. It is governed by a
voluntary unpaid national
executive, elected by the
membership. It has a branch
structure which means
that all members can join
a local CAMRA branch and
campaign and socialise
locally.
The Ayrshire &
Wigtownshire Branch has
around 600 members.
Within our branch, we have
four social group areas
- namely North Ayrshire,
South Ayrshire, East
Ayrshire and Wigtownshire,
each of whom organise
regular events and meetings.
Details on page 5.
This edition of Full Pints
is available in print thanks
to our advertisers, as well
as having been emailed to
all our Branch members,
and available as a digital
download from our website.
Whilst our real ale pubs
have now reopened,
many have limited or
reduced availability of real
ale - whatpub.com should
show the latest status but
please check with any
outlets directly to confirm
their opening times and
availability of real ale.
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Editorial

Social Events

We're back in print, after almost
18 months of being forced to
being digital-only! Our last printed
magazine was distributed in Spring
2020, just a few weeks before COVID
restrictions were introduced.

Here are details of some of our
forthcoming Branch events that have
been organised for you.

Since then, we have all been affected by the
ongoing, and often confusing, restrictions
required by the government in trying to control
the virus. At least at present our pubs are now
open – they just need our support, especially
as they try to survive over the quieter winter
months.

SATURDAY 27 NOVEMBER
West Scotland Tasting Panel, 2pm
Brown Bull, Lochwinnoch

None of us know what the future beholds,
especially coming into the winter season when
viruses tend to take hold. Let us hope that the
vaccination programme and flu/booster jabs
manage to keep things at a manageable level
and that further restrictions are not required to
our beleaguered hospitality industry.
A huge thanks goes out to all the advertisers in
this edition who have been so willing to support
us and make this printed edition possible –
please try and support them in return.
As a CAMRA branch we have now restarted our
physical social events, details opposite.
Thanks to all who took part in voting for your
favourite beers in the CBOB nominations,
making us the best performing branch in the
UK – a fantastic achievement considering the
size of our branch,
We're also delighted that Ross Gibb, owner at
Coast Ales in Irvine, has agreed to become our
Young Members' Officer. As we go to print the
position has still to be ratified by the committee
but we look forward to seeing some additional
activities focussed at our younger members they are after all the future of CAMRA.
Finally, remember to get your nominations
for our Pub of the Year in to your local social
organiser before the end of the year - details
on p12.

WEDNESDAY 24 NOVEMBER
East Ayrshire Social, 7.30pm
Brass & Granite, Kilmarnock

MONDAY 29 NOVEMBER
Branch Committee Meeting, 8pm
Auld Brig, Irvine (upstairs area)
MONDAY 6 DECEMBER
Branch Social and Meeting, 7.30pm
Auld Brig, Irvine (upstairs area)
Any members are welcome to come along and
ask questions about CAMRA and our Branch at
this short meeting, which is followed by a social.
WEDNESDAY 29 DECEMBER
Festive Crawl around Ayr
See page 10 for full details, but starting at the
Twa Dugs, 4 Killoch Place at 1pm.
MONDAY 24 JANUARY 2022
Beer Festival planning meeting, 8pm
Abbotsford Hotel, Ayr
Anyone wishing to be involved with the
2022 festival is welcome to come along and
contribute to the discussions.
TUESDAY 18 JANUARY
(3rd Tuesday of the month)
South Ayrshire Social, 8pm
Venue tbc
THURSDAY 20 JANUARY
(3rd Thursday of the month)
North Ayrshire Social, 8pm
Venue tbc
SATURDAY 22 JANUARY
East Ayrshire Festive Lunch, 2.00pm
Weston Tavern, Kilmaurs
WEDNESDAY 26 JANUARY
(Last Wednesday of the month)
East Ayrshire Social, 7.30pm
Weston Tavern, Kilmaurs
Keep an eye on our Facebook page and monthly
email for more details of the social events.
5

www.awcamra.org.uk

Recent Branch Social Activities
Our branch has now restarted holding physical social events following the
easing of restrictions by the government. Why not come along with a friend to
one of our forthcoming meetings? Details on page 5.
The first event we held was an East Ayrshire
social in Kilmarnock’s Wheatsheaf and which
was attended by 14 folk.
Next up was a
branch social at
the Ardrossan
Accies Rugby
Club beer and
music event
at the start of
September. We
had a preview
of the beers
on the Friday
evening with
a small but
varied selection
from Alechemy,
Keith, Loch
Lomond and Inveralmond. Around 28 members
turned up for the evening which was an
excellent turnout. The Saturday session featured
live music from several local bands and was a
sellout much to the delight of the rugby club.
Our small
but hardy
Wigtownshire
contingent
organised an
afternoon social
in The Grapes,
Stranraer on
12th Sept which
also featured live music by the Barstools in
the pub. Public transport makes it difficult to
organise socials in the outlying pubs in the area
– if you live in the area, please try and support
any Wigtownshire events.
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The next
branch event
was a 2-pub
social in Ayr
which started
at the Glen Park
Hotel and was

supported by over 18 folk. As always four Ayr
beers were available, all up to their usual high
standard. After the Glen Park, it was a short
stroll along to Wellingtons which had a Loch
Lomond ale available and which was very busy
– great to see. A few attendees also decided to
walk along to the Smoking Goat as a third pub
visit, and were rewarded with Fyne Ales’ Jarl.
Since then we’ve had a few other area socials
including North Ayrshire members visiting West
Kilbride’s Twa Dugs and the Village Inn, Fairlie,
and the South Ayrshire group visiting the
Prestwick Pioneer. We issued a Scotland-wide
invitation to all branches for a SNIB Social in
Troon for what would have been the weekend
of our beer festival. Of the 18 attendees, only
one was from outwith our own branch.
On Wed 27th
October, the
East Ayrshire
social group
held their first
visit to Darvel’s
new (and only)
real ale outlet,
The Black Bull. 13 members made the trip via
a combination of buses and trains in what was
some atrocious weather, but were rewarded
with some Orkney Raven Ale.
To make up
for the lack of
Beer Festivals
in Glasgow,
Paisley and
Troon, the three
local CAMRA
branches
agreed to
publicise an Autumn Ale Trail by Rail at the
end of October visiting three pubs in each of
Glasgow, Paisley and Troon. Our branch held
a social on the Saturday starting in Glasgow’s
Pot Still with about 12 folk attending from our
branch. Support outwith our social is believed
to have been low.

Winter 2021

Branch Targets

Ayrshire & Wigtownshire
Campaign for Real Ale

Each year we set ourselves some
campaigning targets to promote CAMRA
and real ale – this year we are trying to:
• Encourage members to visit pubs and
score beers. Use the data to inform us of
pubs' eligibility for GBG entry and assist in
improving beer quality.
• Consider strategies to maintain/increase
membership – members are encouraged to
recruit new members, Full Pints features
membership adverts, national recruitment
campaign to recruit new and re-joining
members to be launched.
• Promote afternoon social events to help
reduce loneliness and support real ale pubs

• Encourage CAMRA
members to support
local clubs.
Clubs are as important as pubs and need
support. Ian Martin is our Clubs Officer. If
you are a member of any club with a bar
that doesn't serve real ale then please let Ian
Martin know. We currently have just three
clubs in the whole of Ayrshire that serve
real ale – Ardrossan Accies Rugby Club,
Cambusdoon Sports Club, Marr Rugby Club
(seasonal/home games). CAMRA's definition
of a club can be found here: camra.org.uk/

campaign_resources/definition-of-a-club/

Branch AGM: Advance Notice
Date for your diary: Our AGM will be held on 26th March at 2pm. Venue TBC.

Branch Committee
Chair

Lindsay Grant

branchchair@awcamra.org.uk

Vice-chair/North Ayrshire Socials

Ian Middleditch

north-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk

Vice-chair/Public Affairs Coordinator

Ray Turpie

public_affairs@awcamra.org.uk

Branch Secretary

Kenneth Middleditch

secretary@awcamra.org.uk

Treasurer

Ian Fairbairn

treasurer@awcamra.org.uk

Membership Secretary

Graeme Watt

membership@awcamra.org.uk

Social Secretary

Matt Miller

social@awcamra.org.uk

Press & Publicity Officer

Stuart Cambridge

press@awcamra.org.uk

Full Pints Editor

Stuart McMahon

fullpints@awcamra.org.uk

Full Pints Advertising

Janis Wood

advertising@awcamra.org.uk

Pubs Campaigns Coordinator

Mick Lee

pubs@awcamra.org.uk

Clubs Campaign Coordinator

Ian Martin

clubs@awcamra.org.uk

Webmaster

Ronnie Beveridge

webmaster@awcamra.org.uk

Beer Festival Organiser

Douglas Graham

festival@awcamra.org.uk

East Ayrshire Socials

Alex Burt

east-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk

Wigtownshire Socials

Malcolm McNeill

wigtownshire@awcamra.org.uk

Young Members' Officer

Ross Gibb (co-opted)

youngmembers@awcamra.org.uk

South Ayrshire Socials – VACANT

(Chairman organising) south-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk

Public Transport Liaison – VACANT

-
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Champion Beer of Britain
For the past couple of months, CAMRA members should have
received several emails, or have been handed some voting
sheets at our social events, to nominate your favourite beers to
go forward to the Scottish heats of the Champion Beer of Britain
competition.
78 branch members took part in the voting process (13.6% of our membership).
This retains our position as the top performing branch in the UK - quite amazing
considering our size. Closest to us, in terms of raw numbers, was Surrey/Hants
Borders with 58 votes and, in terms of % members, Highlands & Western Isles
with 6.9%.
A huge thank you to all who have taken part in the process - it really does make
a difference. The Scottish finals of the competition will be held in Autumn 2022.

Windswept Weizen
was the last
Champion Beer of
Scotland in 2019.

New Young Members' Officer
We are delighted that Ross Gibb, owner of the new Coast Ales brewery in
Irvine, has agreed to become our Young Members' Officer, a position aimed at
encouraging 18-30 year olds to support CAMRA and live beer.
The position has been vacant for a few years and we look forward to Ross bringing some fresh
ideas and young member focussed events to our branch, so that as a campaigning organisation
we remain relevant for our younger generation. You can contact Ross at youngmembers@awcamra.
org.uk. CAMRA has a supportive and diverse membership, with special membership rates for under
26s from just £20/year.

GOOD

BEER
GUIDE

W

2022

E’R

E IN

IT

71 Main Street
West Kilbride
KA23 9DS
01294 822524

Locally owned,
refurbished pub
with regular
quiz nights
& live music!!
Bar Snacks

Fri-Sun: 12-7pm
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Ayrshire Beer Festival:
Campaigning or Celebration?
It is just over 12 months since I wrote a short article, which was
published in Full Pints, looking forward to the 2021 Ayrshire Real
Ale Festival. Since then pubs have re-opened, CAMRA socials
are returning to the calendar and the beer festival is back on the
horizon having been cancelled this year.
However, all is not well with the future of cask
especially in our area. Some of our real ale pubs
have not reopened or are no longer offering
ale, and the footfall in the remainder is much
reduced. Drinkers have found out how cheap
it is to drink at home! Bottle conditioned ale is
fine but it just doesn’t compare with a well kept
pint straight from the cask. On the other hand,
keg lager, stout and ales are no different from
the canned versions found in supermarkets at
dirt cheap prices! In our area pubs don’t make
their money from CAMRA members.

WHAT HAS THIS GOT TO DO
WITH THE AYRSHIRE REAL ALE
FESTIVAL?
We all know how successful it has been with a
great range of ale, a good atmosphere and it
makes a modest surplus. Great! However, our
customers are almost exclusively real ale fans
of long standing. Look at the age profile and
you will see that we fail miserably to attract
the younger element in our society. If we were
doing our job properly we would have hordes
of youngsters clamouring to sample ‘Real Ale’
– the pinnacle of the brewer’s art as CAMRA
would have us believe!

By Ian Middleditch

So what does it matter if the organisers
and customers enjoy the event? Not much
if we treat the festival as an annual party or
celebration. However that does little to spread
the word and bring in new blood to the joy of
real beer. We need to capture the imagination
of the ‘Craft’ ale generation, get them in and
show them what real ale is. How do we do that?
I don’t have any guaranteed answers but I do
know we cannot just carry on as before.
Throughout the COVID pandemic we've all had
to adjust to change and doing things differently.
After a two-year break, is this time for a radical
re-think and re-launch of a new campaigning
Ayrshire Real Ale Festival? I think it is.
If you'd like to contribute to the discussions
and organising of the 2022 festival, the first
planning meeting will be held on Monday 24th
January at 8pm in the Abbotsford Hotel, Ayr.
We'd love to see you there.
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Festive Crawl 2021
After a hiatus in 2020 due to COVID restrictions, this year
it is the turn of Ayr to host the annual Christmas/
New Year Crawl on Wednesday 29th December.
Festivities will commence at
1pm at the Twa Dugs, 4 Killoch
Place. Facing Burns Statue
Square, one varied real ale on
offer here.

be found. Look for the large
wellington boot advertising
its location. Target time here
is 4.00pm. Two or three
changing real ales available.

Turn left on leaving this pub
and continue down Alloway
Street and onto the semipedestrianised High Street
where our 2nd pub, the
historic Tam O’Shanter, can
be found on the right. Target
time 1.45pm. Again one real
ale, usually from Ayr Brewing
Company, is available here.

Turn right on leaving Wellies
and turn right at the traffic
lights onto Alloway Place. Our
final pub, the Glen Park Hotel,
5 Racecourse Road, is at the
next set of lights. Target time
here is 4.45pm, although, by
this point of the crawl, timings
are likely to have become a bit
“fluid”. Home to Ayr Brewing
Company, up to four of their
beers are usually on offer.

Continue down High Street
to the traffic lights at Ayr
Town Hall and turn left into
Sandgate. You might like
to have a look in Robbie’s
Drams Whisky Merchants,
next door to the Town Hall.
Almost directly across from
the Robbie’s Drams, at the
entrance to a narrow lane,
is the basement bar The
Smoking Goat, 2A Academy
Street (2.30pm). Two
handpumps dispense changing
beers from Ayr Brewing
Company and Fyne Ales.
A short walk along Sandgate
brings you to the West Kirk,
58A Sandgate at 3.15pm. This
conversion of a former church
has the usual Wetherspoon’s
range complemented by up to
five guest real ales.
Continue along Sandgate to
Wellington Square where,
close to the far corner, another
basement bar Wellingtons
Bar, 17 Wellington Square can
10

All are welcome, indeed
encouraged, to join us for all
or part of the crawl. Whilst
we do our best to adhere to
the published times, it is the
nature of this sort of event that
timings can become “flexible”
(especially towards the end
of the crawl). If you want to
join the crawl at any particular
time, then you can call Lindsay
Grant on 07734 063712 to find
out exactly where we are.

1

2

3

Lindsay Grant,
Branch Chair

branchchair@awcamra.org.uk

4
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SIBA Scotland Competition
This year the Society of Independent Brewers Association (SIBA) Scottish regional competition
was held at the University of Bolton Stadium on 21st October. As you'll read on page 16, Five
Kingdoms won gold in the cask Premium Bitter category, and then went on to claim the third
place bronze medal in the Overall Champion of the Cask Competition which was a fantastic
achievement. Congratulations to all the winners. The full results are shown below:

Overall Champion of the Cask Competition
Gold
Silver
Cairngorm, Black Gold
Ardgour Ales, Gobhar Reamhar

Bronze
Five Kingdoms, Wee McAsh

Cask British Dark Beers (up to 4.4%)
Gold
Cairngorm Black Gold, 4.4%
Silver Stewart
Stewart’s 80/-, 4.4%
Bronze Strathaven Ebony, 4.4%

Cask Premium Bitters (4.5 to 6.4%)
Gold
Five Kingdoms Wee McAsh, 4.5%
Silver Windswept
APA, 5%
Bronze Fyne Ales
Highlander, 4.9%

Cask Speciality Light Beers
Gold
Harviestoun Schiehallion, 4.8%
Silver Strathaven
Ginger Jock, 4.0%
Bronze Cairngorm
Trade Winds, 4.3%

Cask British Dark Beers (4.5 to 6.4%)
Gold
Kelburn
Dark Moor, 4.5%
Silver Loch Lomond Silkie Stout, 5.0%
Bronze Cairngorm
Wildcat, 5.1%

Cask Session IPA (up to 4.3%)
Southern Summit,
Gold
Loch Lomond
4.0%
Silver Stewart
Jack Back, 3.7%
Bronze Swannay
Island Hopping, 3.9%

Cask Speciality Mid to Dark Beers
Dark Island Reserve,
Gold
Orkney
10%

Cask British Bitters (up to 4.4%)
Gold
Fyne Ales
Hurricane Jack, 4.4%
Silver Swannay
Scapa Special, 4.2%
and Twisted,
Bronze Harviestoun Bitter
3.8%

Cask Premium Pale Ales (4.4 to 5.4%)
Gold
Swannay
Orkney IPA, 4.8%
Silver Loch Lomond Lost in Mosaic, 5.0%
Bronze Windswept Hurricane, 4.5%

Cask Strong Beers 6.5% and over
Gobhar Reamhar,
Gold
Ardgour Ales
6.5%
Silver Strathaven
500, 7%

Autumn budget success
When the Chancellor delivered the Autumn Budget back
in October, there was some fantastic news for pub goers.
The way alcohol is taxed will be changed with
a lower rate of duty charged on draught beer
and cider served in pubs and social clubs.
This establishes an important principle in the
taxation system for the first time: that pubs are
a force for good in our communities and should
be better supported to help them survive, thrive
and compete with the likes of supermarkets.
For years we have campaigned for this change,
and in the run up to this Budget thousands of
CAMRA members emailed their MPs about our
campaign for a fairer alcohol duty system.
Thank You.
We have also had great news for our small
and independent cider makers, with a new
progressive duty system which will support
smaller producers to grow their businesses,
increasing choice of quality ciders and perries
available to consumers.

HOWEVER,
THERE IS
ALWAYS MORE
CAMPAIGNING
TO BE DONE.

Nik Antona, CAMRA Chairman

At the moment the new, lower draught duty
rate is proposed to apply only to containers
over 40 litres – which will exclude a lots of small
brewery beers and ciders that are commonly
sold in smaller casks, kegs and bag-in-boxes.
That’s why we will be campaigning in the
coming months to reduce the threshold to
#MakeIt20 litres when the details of how to
implement this new, lower draught duty rate are
decided – I hope you will join in too.
Nik Antona
CAMRA Chairman
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GBBF Winter returns
CAMRA's Great British Beer Festival (GBBF) Winter will be
returning early next year as a live event. It will be held in
Birmingham's New Bingley Hall from 9-12 February 2022.
For more information about the Festival, to volunteer, or to buy a ticket
please visit: winter.gbbf.org.uk
A £2 discount code to use on all tickets is available for CAMRA members visit the main CAMRA website to get it; it was also included in a members'
email sent out on 2nd November 2021.

Branch Pub of the Year competition
Following a hiatus in 2020 and 2021, due to COVID
restrictions, the national Pub of the Year (POTY)
competition is resuming in 2022.
Our procedure will be to choose a 2021 POTY for each of our social
areas. The successful four area pubs will then be judged in early
2022, for the overall branch award. The winner then goes on to be
considered for the Scotland & NI title.
Our local Social Coordinators will be seeking nominations during any
The Steam Packet Inn, Isle of
forthcoming socials and they also require a volunteer from each area
Whithorn, was our last Pub of
to judge the overall branch award. Alternatively, you may nominate
the Year in 2019.
your favourite pub(s), a maximum of one per area, by contacting the
appropriate Social Coordinator. The closing date for nominations is 31st December.
North Ayrshire:
South Ayrshire:
East Ayrshire:
Wigtownshire:

Ian Middleditch
Lindsay Grant
Alex Burt
Malcolm McNeill

north-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk
branchchair@awcamra.org.uk
east-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk
wigtownshire@awcamra.org.uk

Beer / Brewery of the Year
We're also going to be restarting our Branch Beer of the Year
2021 and Brewery of the Year 2021 competitions.
This year, we're going to be calculating the awards based on all the scores
generated through the Champion Beer of Britain nominations, as opposed to
having a smaller 'sample' based on those that attend our AGM. Watch out for
announcement on the winners before the end of the year on our Facebook
Group and monthly branch members' email.

East Ayrshire Festive Meal
As per tradition, the East Ayrshire social group festive meal will take place in
the New Year on Saturday 22 January at 2pm in the Weston Tavern, Kilmaurs.
The cost is £16.95 for 3 courses. Anyone interested in going should contact Alex Burt, our East
Ayrshire social secretary, east-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk to book a space.
12
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CAMRA's Members' Weekend,
AGM & Conference 2022
A warm welcome awaits you on the East
Sussex coast where CAMRA’s Members’
Weekend, AGM & Conference will be
hosted by our Sussex branches at the
Winter Garden in Eastbourne 8-10 April
2022.
After two years without a physical event, hundreds of
members have already registered to attend – to see
what Sussex has to offer by way of great beer, cider
and perry. The weekend is a chance to meet friends,
make new ones, go on organised brewery trips and
take part in activities.
It’s free to attend and open to all CAMRA members.
The weekend is staffed by volunteers – with a range
of opportunities to help on offer. All the information
is on the event page where you can register to attend / sign up to help. Just visit www.camra.org.
uk/members-weekend-agm-conference or email membersweekend@camra.org.uk for more information.

SiMPLE THiNGS FERMENTATiONS
Can and bottle conditioned beer
Modern and traditional styles
Mixed cases and gift packs

Living beer, made in Glasgow
www.simplethingsfermentations.com/shop
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The Waterside
Bath Street, Largs
Tel: 01475 672224

Two Real Ales from Kelburn available

Mondays - Poker
Wednesdays - Poker
Fridays - Karaoke

Saturdays - Live Music
Sundays - Open Mic Night

Food available every day, 12 noon – 4pm
Check out our entertainment
programme on Facebook

FRASERS BAR

Millport

GOOD

BEER
GUIDE

W
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7 Cardiff Street,
Millport, KA28 0AS
Isle of Cumbrae
Tel: 01475 530518

IT

Quality Cask Ales Served All Year
Meals Served Every Day
12 noon-3.00pm / 5.30pm-7.30pm
14

Find us just up the road
from the pier

Winter 2021

Local Pub News
This section is where we try and let
you know of any relevant news or
updates from our real ale pubs and
clubs. If you're a landlord or manager
in any of our pubs and clubs, contact
fullpints@awcamra.org.uk if you've got any
news to share about your premises.
Whilst COVID restrictions have been eased
within the hospitality sector, please contact any
pub prior to visiting them to check on opening
times and availability of real ale.
New outlets: We're delighted to announce not
one, but two new outlets have opened up:
The Kings Arms in Ballantrae is now selling
one real ale. For more than 2 centuries it has
been at the centre of Ballantrae village life. It
was recently acquired for the community to
become a village hub and pub for both locals
and visitors to the area alike.
The former Craft in Wigtown has now
reopened as The Plough (it was also known as
the Wigtown Ploughman for many years). It
has one cask ale available from Five Kingdoms
brewery (and occasionally a keg beer from
them as well).
No longer selling real ale: The South Beach
Hotel in Troon has stopped selling real ale for
the time being due to lack of demand.
Closures since last edition: None that we are
aware of.

FRASERS BAR IN MILLPORT
Alasdair Miller, owner of Frasers Bar,
has kindly supplied the following
about their refurbishment project,
carried out during the lockdown:
We closed in March 2020 due
Before
to staff illness and decided
we couldn't take the risk of
catching covid. We planned
to reopen once our staff
were better but the national
lockdown then came into force
and we stayed closed until
July 2020, before closing for
refurbishment in October 2020.
Our refurbishments had been planned
but cancelled after first lockdown due to
uncertainty, but we decided to push ahead
with the plans during the second lockdown.
This made good use of the time that the
business was closed and saved the disruption
that would have occurred had we been open.
We worked with North Ayrshire's Conservation
Area Regeneration Scheme (CARS) and ZM
Architecture in Glasgow in
designing a traditional shop
front. We are very pleased
with the finished project
and glad to be open and
welcoming customers once
again after such a long
lockdown.
More information about the project can be
found on the CARS website at:

http://millportcars.org.uk/about-the-project-2/

Other news:
The House O'Hill Hotel at Bargrennan has
closed for the winter and will reopen on 3rd
March 2022.
The Blackwaterfoot Lodge Hotel on Arran has
been put up for sale.
It is hoped that community-owned Merito,
Dunlop may reopen soon under a new name,
but continued availability of real is uncertain at
this stage.

After
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We'd love to hear from breweries and pubs with any news snippets, events, awards etc.
Send your info to fullpints@awcamra.org.uk

Brewery News
ARRAN BREWERY www.arranbrewery.co.uk
From social media reports, the brewery staff got dressed up
for Halloween, although we're not quite sure if the picture was
before or after they got dressed up!
Over the summer, the Brodick shop has been very busy with
encouraging sales. The Loch Earn hotel and brewery site has
now been sold to a private investor for an undisclosed sum. On the beer front, look out for their
first ever collaboration beer coming soon. They've teamed up with Electric Bear Brewery from
Bath, the first of which is going to be a Red Rye IPA brewed down in Bath. This beer will be made
with specialty German RedX Malt, hopped up to the nth degree with Amarillo, Centennial & Mosaic
for an old school dry & bitter punch; and, excitingly, the beer is going to be certifiably Gluten Free
– something they've been very keen to try out in-house, but haven’t had the opportunity to do
so. For the return leg of the collaboration, look out for a new Wee Heavy / Scotch Ale styled beer.
Milestone Special Reserve will be ready for the end of the month, and the last day to guarantee
Christmas deliveries from the online shop will be 13th December.

AYR BREWING COMPANY
www.ayrbrewingcompany.com

A few new beers have been, or are about to be,
released by the brewery. Siren Song is a 5% pale ale
showcasing the unique and impressive Sabro hop
giving notes of coconut, pineapple and tangerine.
The Pot Still in Glasgow has a big birthday coming
up at the end of November – 40 years for the pub
and 10 years of being owned by the Murphy family. In
keeping with tradition, Ayr is brewing two new beers
to help them celebrate. Fancy Shirt, Pale, 4.6%, hopped with Simcoe. Mosaic & Citra,
and One Long Leg, Amber, 4.8%, hopped with Mount Hood, El Dorado & Motueka.

FIVE KINGDOMS BREWERY
www.fivekingdomsbrewery.com

The brewery has had an incredibly busy season with an
increased number of local outlets selling their beer both on
draught and in bottles. Once again a major problem was
running out of brewing capacity so that they eventually ran out
of stocks of all cask and bottled products. Over the winter they
are planning to fit four more 10 hectolitre fermenting vessels
into the existing brewery building so that they will have double
the capacity by spring next year. For the longer term they are in
the early stages of planning to move the brewery to a purpose
built new facility near the village. This will allow them to expand
to a bigger brew kit and make it easier to continue to expand
with demand. They are also looking to incorporate a visitor
centre element with shop and tap room.
In beer news, the brewery did "rather well" at the recent SIBA Scotland regional awards. Wee
McAsh won the gold medal in the cask premium bitter category, and then went on to come third
in the Overall Champion of the cask competition - a fantastic achievement and well deserved.
It will now go forward to the national awards in Liverpool in March 2022 at SIBA's BeerX event.
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Open 7 DAYS
Great Beers
Braw Spirits
Smashing Music

24 West Main Street, Darvel, KA17 0AQ
SEAGATE BREWERY www.seagatebrewery.co.uk
The small island brewery is still brewing pretty much at
capacity. The Drift Inn, Lamlash which is located next door
to the brewery, recently had RYIPA available in cask format.
Scottie Stout (5%) will also be available in bottle and cask at
the end of this month.
The Old Pier Cafe in Lamlash is taking their Monday Morning
Mocha and putting it in their Gingerbread Cake and Rich Fruit
Cakes, which is selling like...hot cakes.
A Christmas beer was being brewed as Full Pints went to print,
which includes lots of wintery warmness and spices - ginger,
nutmeg, cinnamon, orange and candi sugar (shown opposite).
Festive Fancy is going to be strong coming in at over 10% ABV
and will be released in bottles at the Arran Farmers Market on
Sunday December 5th at Bellevue Farm.
Finally, Seagate has won their first award as Craft Brewery of the Year 2021 – Firth of Clyde, in the
Food & Drink Awards run by Lux Magazine.

COAST ALES – IRVINE
A trial batch of their new Amber ale was available recently in the Twa Dugs, West Kilbride, but full
production has not yet commenced.
17
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ASK THE BREWER
This is the second in our short series of
asking local brewers a series of quick-fire
questions. Taking part this month is Anthony
Valenti from Ayr Brewing Comapny.

Q1. WHAT’S YOUR FAVOURITE
HOP?
Can’t choose between Motueka & Sabro
[Ed: try Summer Knitting or Siren Song
to taste each hop]

Q2. WHAT’S YOUR FAVOURITE
BEER?
Cantillon Kriek Lambic, Belgium

Q3. FAVOURITE FOOD & BEER
PAIRING?
Rabbie’s Porter and aged Cheddar

Q4. FAVOURITE BEER
DESTINATION?
Berlin

Q5. FAVOURITE PUB IN THE UK?
The Pot Still, Glasgow

Q6. WHAT’S THE ONE ITEM
IN THE BREWERY YOU
COULDN’T LIVE WITHOUT?
If it wisnae for your wellies

Q7. FAVOURITE MUSIC TO PLAY
DURING A BREW DAY?
No music. Always listening that
machinery and pumps are running
smoothly!

Q11. WHAT’S YOUR FAVOURITE
BEER FESTIVAL?
Troon!

Q12. WHAT’S THE LAST BEER YOU
BREWED?
Fancy Shirt Pale, 4.6% ABV

Q13. WHAT’S YOUR FAVOURITE
INTEREST/HOBBY OUTSIDE
OF BREWING?
Guitars, Cycling, Cameras

Q14. FUGGLES OR GOLDINGS?
Goldings

Q15. WHAT’S NEXT FOR THE
BREWERY?
Possibly new premises

Q8. IF YOU WEREN’T IN THE
BREWING INDUSTRY, WHAT
WOULD YOU BE DOING?
Busking

Q9. WHAT IS YOUR BIGGEST
INSPIRATION IN BREWING?
When drinking other beers I'm always
looking for new hops / hop blends /
styles I like, which can help formulate
new recipes

Q10. WHAT GOT YOU INTO
BREWING?
The perks!
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REAL ALES SERVED HERE
Meals Served Daily
12-2pm and 5.30-8.30pm
Traditional Roast Served every Sunday
Extensive Bar Menu
Award-winning Table D’Hôte
and À La Carte Dining Available

Telephone: 01671 402121 Fax: 01671 403258

www.creebridge.co.uk Email: info@creebridge.co.uk

Creebridge House Hotel, Newton Stewart, Wigtownshire DG8 6NP

Located in the village of Dundonald, The Auchans
is a family run Restaurant - Bar with a fresh
modern twist, and a friendly relaxed atmosphere
oozing charm & character. We have a great
selection of beer & wine including 2 cask ales.
The Auchans has been tastefully restored with
original stone walls & real oak wood beams.
Owned by the Kerr family, from the village,
The Auchans is the 2nd addition to the business.

29 MAIN STREET
DUNDONALD,
KA2 9HH
GUIDE
W
E’R I N IT
E
Telephone: 01563 851472
E-Mail: info@theauchans.co.uk
Web: www.theauchans.co.uk
GOOD

BEER
2022

The 1st, The Waterfront in Ayr, opened in 2012 is
a relaxed, stylish restaurant- bar situated
overlooking the River Ayr.
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for details of our latest offers & promotions
www.facebook.com/theauchansdundonald

Winter 2021

GOOD

BEER
GUIDE

W

2022

E’R

E IN

IT

Ales from:
Greene king, Belhaven, Ayr Brewery,
Cairngorm brewery, FIVE Kingdoms brewery
Quiz Thursday from 9.30pm
DJ at weekends from 10pm
Open late until 1am Monday-Wednesday and 2.30am Thursday-Sunday

Sky Sports, BT Sports, premier sports, La Liga TV
47 Templehill, Troon, KA10 6BQ. 01292 312814
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Lo e
pubs?

CAMRA Membership is for you!

From
as little as

£28.50†

a year. That’s less
than a pint a
month!
Includes

£30**
Real Ale
Cider & Perry
Vouchers

We’re leading the fight to keep pubs alive and thriving
in every community, serving quality ales and ciders.
Find out more camra.org.uk/joinup

✂

Lo e
beer?

Or enter your details and complete the Direct Debit form below and you will receive
15 months membership for the price of 12 and save £2 on your membership subscription

Alternatively you can send a cheque payable to CAMRA Ltd with your completed form,
visit www.camra.org.uk/joinup, or call 01727 798440.* All forms should be addressed to
Membership Department, CAMRA, 230 Hatfield Road, St Albans, AL1 4LW.
Direct Debit
Non DD
Your details:
Title ................................ Surname ...............................................................
Forename(s) ..................................................................................................
Date of Birth (dd/mm/yyyy) .....................................................................
Address ............................................................................................................

Single Membership (UK) £28.50

£30.50

Under 26 Membership

£20.00

£22.00

Joint Membership
£36.50
(At the same address)
Joint Under 26 Membership £28.00

£38.50

............................................................................................................................

Please indicate whether
you wish to receive BEER
by email OR post:

................................................................. Postcode ......................................

I wish to Opt-in to

Email address ................................................................................................
Daytime Tel ....................................................................................................

Partner’s Details (if Joint Membership)
Title ................................ Surname ................................................................
Forename(s) ....................................................................................................
Date of Birth (dd/mm/yyyy) ......................................................................

£30.00

Email

Post

General Communications
Branch Communications

Concessionary rates are available only for Under
26 Memberships.
I wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale, and
agree to abide by the Memorandum and
Articles of Association which can be found on
our website.
Signed ...........................................................................
Date ...............................................................................
Applications will be processed within 21 days.

Direct Debit Instruction
Please fill in the whole form using a ball point pen and send to:
Campaign for Real Ale Ltd. 230 Hatfield Road, St. Albans, Herts AL1 4LW
Email: membership@camra.org.uk Telephone: 01727 867201
Name(s) of Account Holder

This Guarantee should be detached
and retained by the payer.

Billing Address

The Direct Debit
Guarantee
l

Bank or Building Society Account Number

Branch Sort Code

l

Postcode
Payments will show as CAMRA Membership
on your bank statement.

l

I understand that CAMRA has partnered with Stripe, who collects Direct Debits on
behalf of CAMRA and confirm that I am the account holder and the only person
required to authorize debits from this account.
l

Signature
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l

†Price of single membership when paying by Direct Debit. *Calls from landlines charged at standard national rates, cost may
vary from mobile phones. New Direct Debit members will receive a 12 month supply of vouchers in their first 15 months of
membership. The data you provide will be processed in accordance with our privacy policy in accordance with the General
Data Protection Regulations.

This Guarantee is offered by all banks and
building societies that accept instructions
to pay Direct Debits.
If there are any changes to the amount,
date or frequency of your Direct Debit,
Stripe will notify you 2 working days in
advance of your account being debited
or as otherwise agreed. If you request
Stripe to collect a payment, confirmation
of the amount and date will be given to
you at the time of the request.
If an error is made in the payment of
your Direct Debit, by Stripe or your bank
or building society you are entitled to a
full and immediate refund of the amount
paid from your bank or building society.
If you receive a refund you are not entitled
to, you must pay it back when Stripe asks
you to.
You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time
by simply contacting your bank or building
society. Written confirmation may be
required. Please also notify us.
Setup of Direct Debit Instruction with
Stripe on behalf of CAMRA.
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Regional Director – Vacancy
Joe Crawford, CAMRA’s Scotland and
Northern Ireland Director (SNID), has
intimated his intention to stand down
from the position. As such, we’re
now recruiting for a new volunteer
Regional Director – and encourage any
interested members to apply as soon
as possible.

OVERVIEW OF THE ROLE
This elected position is key to the successful running of CAMRA activities at a regional level including campaigning and beer festivals - and at national level, with 15 other Regional Directors.
These Directors are involved in the some of the highest levels of decision making and strategy
setting across the Campaign for Real Ale.
The SNID will act as a vital conduit between CAMRA’s branches in Scotland & Northern Ireland and
the national organisation - liaising with, mobilising and organising members to deliver CAMRA’s
campaigning objectives.
The role of Regional Director gives great opportunities for developing skills, including strategy
development, working with the media, project management, personnel management and
financial management. In addition, the role will give you great opportunities to develop personal
experiences, such as taking part in events at Parliament, representing over 170,000 members at
national level and building a network of friends and contacts across the country.
A role outline for the position can be viewed here: https://snib.camra.org.uk/wp-content/

uploads/2020/04/SNID-role-description.pdf

Lindsay Grant, chair of our local branch, has been appointed as the administrator for the election
of the new Regional Director. Lindsay can provide more information and nomination forms for
the role, and any interested parties should send their nomination (and an indication that they are
willing to stand, along with the names of a proposer and seconder who are CAMRA members
from different branches), as well as a short biography about themselves and why they feel they
should apply for the position of SNID, to him at competitions@snib.camra.org.uk or by mail to 130
Chirnside Road, Glasgow, G52 2LH.
The closing date for nominations is 31st December 2021. The election will take place at the next
scheduled SNIB meeting on 5th February 2022, the venue of which is still to be confirmed.

All the recent SNIDs
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Cider and Perry News
AYRSHIRE RIVIERA CIDER

By Billy Malcolm
The team at Ayrshire Riviera Cider have been working hard these last
few months picking and pressing apples for the 2021 season cider.
The company was established in 2020 and is the only craft cider
producer in Ayrshire. The people of Ayrshire have been so generous
again this season through donating their unwanted apples.
Production is in full swing and the team are happy with progress and
are already looking forward to making this season’s cider available in
the spring of 2022. In addition to the main cider they have plans for
some very small batch single apple varieties and also some Ayrshire
Perry.
At Ayrshire Riviera Cider there is a focus on minimising waste and the team were delighted when
they partnered with a local farmer who uses the pressed apple pulp as feed for their animals.
The cider is currently available in a variety of local outlets. If you want to try the cider (and we
recommend you do!) then head to any of the following:
• Brodies Deli, Troon

• The Sorn Inn, Sorn

• Blueberrys Coffee Shop, Troon

• The Mace Store in Dreghorn

• Ayr Brewing Company, Ayr

• The Park Hotel in Kilmarnock
will soon have stock too.

• Bar Luca, Kilmarnock,

For those who are not in Ayrshire the cider can be ordered on line from Ayr Brewing Company
too. For those in Glasgow the cider is available in the Wee Beer Shop in Pollokshaws and for those
in Edinburgh we anticipate that by the end of the month it will be available in Smith & Gertrude in
Stockbridge. Please get in touch if you're interested in becoming a stockist.
An Ayrshire Riviera Cider website will be launched soon, and to stay up to date follow the goings
on via Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

#NotFromConcentrate
CAMRA has produced a revised definition
of real cider and perry to reflect the current
practices and processes of cider and perry
makers across the UK.
The Definition
CAMRA defines real Cider or Perry as being
fermented from the whole juice of fresh
pressed apples or pears, without the use of
concentrated or chaptalised juices.
The word ‘chaptalised’ refers to a process
where the alcohol level in a cider or perry
is increased by the addition of sugar to an
unnatural level for storage, before it is diluted
with water to the desired alcohol content for
sale.
24

So is it real?
In order to be real, cider
and perry should never be
concentrated then diluted –
either in terms of the juice
used, or the alcohol content.

real cider
& perry

CAMRA will be using
#NotFromConcentrate for online campaigning
for real products. You can find a regularly
updated map and list of producers at the
following website: camra.org.uk/beer-and-cider/

cider/promoting-real-cider-and-perry/

CAMRA also has a cider and perry Facebook
page at: facebook.com/camracider.perry as well
as being on Twitter at Twitter: twitter.com/

CAMRA_APPLE
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PERFECTION TO THE CORE

By Stuart McMahon
I managed to meet up with the guys from Ayrshire Riviera
during one of their pressing sessions in a small industrial
unit in Kilmarnock. They have access to a small orchard
which includes some specific varieties such as Katy and
Egremont Russet, and they hope to produce some single
variety ciders with this year's crop. In addition they have
received large quantities of donated apples. On the day
I was there at the end of October, I rolled up my sleeves
and helped them wash some of the apples and by the
L-r: Billy Malcolm, Allan Thomas,
end of the day they had managed to squeeze 500 litres
Graeme Bryson of Ayrshire Riviera Cider
of juice from the apples with several thousand litres
having already been pressed beforehand. What I was
surprised at was the size of (or lack of size) of their apple
press - a hydraulic machine but reasonably small and very
much requiring lots of manual input! The Vigopress pulper
though certainly made light work of turning the apples into
pomace (compared to my own hand-cranked machine).
Now it is time to let the apple juice and yeasts do
their thing and let it sit over the winter before bottling
up in the Spring. I look forward to trying next year's batch.
If you get a chance before then, do hunt out and try last
year's cider - you're in for a treat!

Beer Scoring
All CAMRA members are encouraged
to score any real ales you may drink in
a pub around the country at whatpub.com.
Your scores help us select the best pubs for inclusion
in the Good Beer Guide. With pubs fully reopened,
beer scores are all the more important for us as they
help us monitor beer quality and identify if any pubs
may be struggling. Whilst on whatpub.com, if you
notice any errors in the content of the listing you can
also submit an update.
There are three very simple steps to score beers on
your smartphone or computer:
1. Sign in to whatpub.com with your CAMRA
membership number and password.
2. Select the pub you wish to score.
3. Score your beer using the criteria opposite, select
the brewery and then the beer and finally click the
Submit button.

it

HOW TO SCORE A BEER

0
0.5 - 1
POOR

Should only be used if no cask
ale is available at all.
Beer is anything from barely
drinkable to drinkable with
considerable resentment. Add a
comment why it's poor.

2 Competently kept, drinkable pint
AVERAGE but doesn’t inspire in any way.
3

GOOD

Good beer in good form. You want
to stay for another pint and may
have the beer again

4

Excellent beer in excellent
VERY GOOD condition. You stay put!
Probably the best you are ever
likely to find. A seasoned drinker
PERFECT will award this score very rarely.

5

If scoring a pub with a very low score (0 or 0.5) it would be helpful to include some comments
why that score has been given. Also, please remember that a score of 5 should only be awarded
where a beer is in exceptional condition - something that, sadly, is rarely encountered. The
majority of 'good beers' in our area would usually only merit a score of 4, or occasionally 4.5.
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JUST SOLD
SIMILAR PROPERTIES URGENTLY REQUIRED

The property market has had a strong bounce back since we fully reopened with the easing
of the lockdown. There are still too few properties coming to the market to meet the
increased demand and as such, many properties are now going to offer at closing dates,
achieving prices often considerably higher than their home report values.
We urgently need more properties of all types to bring to the market and can offer our
clients the absolute best estate agency service, from initial advice on how to present your
property, right through to the conclusion of the sales process.
If you would like more information regarding the current property market or would like to
arrange an appointment to put your property on the market, please contact me via the
numbers below or directly on my mobile 07918 742499.
Stewart Gibb, Director
100% ACCOMPANIED VIEWINGS –
TAKES THE STRESS OFF BOTH YOU AND THE VIEWERS
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Stewart Gibb, Director

FULL MARKET COVERAGE ON THE MOST POPULAR
WEBSITES RIGHTMOVE & ON THE MARKET
REGISTERED BUYERS ON OUR BOOKS AWAITING NEW PROPERTIES

Call 01294 313016 today for
a FREE no obligation valuation
4-6 Townhead, Irvine KA12 0BE
01294 313016 | info@coastscotland.com | coastscotland.com
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EBCU Round UP - Autumn 2021
Despite Covid-19, the work of the European Beer
Consumer Union (EBCU) Executive has moved
along since my last report, and I am glad to say
restrictions are easing up.
Over the last few months, I have participated in monthly
Executive virtual conferences and chaired the Working Group
on Future Governance. These virtual meetings may be the shape
of things to come now that people are getting used to them,
considering the efficiency and speed of working, as well as the
savings made on travel costs. I am pleased to note that some
CAMRA meetings, however, have resumed in person along with
our social gatherings.
Our belated EBCU 30th Anniversary celebrations, open to all,
were also done virtually. This took the form of five selected
virtual tastings of beers from various countries throughout
Europe, using a commemorative glass supplied with the box.
The British beer chosen was the iconic Fuller’s London Pride.
The imbibing was interspersed with anecdotes from well-known
faces from the past, relating their memories of EBCU events and
meetings. Hopefully, those who participated enjoyed the reunion
and the beers. I certainly did.
Regarding future governance, the main issues put forward by the
EBCU Working Group (WG) were agreed in principle at the April
virtual plenary. The WG was then tasked with a revised remit to continue investigating options to
achieve legal status. This work has now been completed and ties in well with CAMRA’s vision for
our organisation going forward. More information on this and other items can be viewed on our
website at www.ebcu.org
Finally, you may be aware that my two-year term of office on the EBCU Executive was
completed in October. Since I regard the aims as set out in my manifesto as having been
achieved, I am not re-standing for the Executive and so this will be my last EBCU Round Up. It is
now up to others to push ahead with the measures recommended to secure the future of EBCU
for the next 30 years. I wish the organisation well for the future.
Ray Turpie, October 2021

BRANCH CODE OF CONDUCT
Our wish is for everyone to enjoy themselves and have fun on our trips and events. However please
remember that trip organisers have only volunteered to arrange times and /or travel arrangements and to
provide information about the venue(s).
CAMRA promotes responsible drinking and so excessive drinking will not be tolerated on CAMRA outings.
Members should not behave in any manner that may bring the Campaign into disrepute. Any member doing
so may be barred from future events. You are responsible for your own safety and wellbeing. If you have an
existing medical condition that requires support you must bring your own backup/carer with you.
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Gone for a Burton

By Ronnie Beveridge

Beeropolis

Over the past few months, a number of our branch members have been on
tour around the country and supporting many of the local pubs. There have
been visits to places including York, Lancaster and Bridlington. However, as
you'll read below Ronnie Beveridge and friends were the most ambitious and
even became front page headlines in the local newspaper! Ronnie picks up the
story...
In early September, five Ayrshire &
Wigtownshire members had the pleasure
of completing the first Burton Ale Trail, 2-6
September 2021.
A few weeks earlier, local member Stephen
Massie, a devotee of Bass Ale and a member
of the National Bass Day Facebook group,
came across a post advertising the event.
Over several gallons and pizzas consumed in
my back garden, a plan was hatched. Hotel
rooms were booked, travelling arrangements
finalised and even a map displaying all fourteen
participating venues was constructed. Four of
us, Kenny, Sandy, Stephen, and Ronnie would
travel together by car while Derek, our fifth
member, would join us a couple of days later
after attending a family wedding and visiting
numerous relatives in other parts of England.
Our plan was to visit three to four pubs each
day and move at a leisurely pace. I should also
28

Roebuck Inn

add that where possible, we agreed to wear our
Ayrshire Real Ale Festival polo shirts for team
bonding and just in case any of us became lost.
Checked-in, bags dumped, we had arranged to
rendezvous in the Roebuck Inn which serves
four regular beers and two guest ales and
where we consumed our first pints of Bass.
An hour or so later having sampled some of the
other ales on offer, we made the short walk to
the Coopers Tavern where we enjoyed a second
pint of Bass, this time served by gravity direct
from the cask. This historic pub was at one time

Winter 2021

the Bass
brewery tap
and serves
three regular
beers plus
up to six
guests.

Coopers Tavern

We were posting photographs of our exploits
on the Burton Ale Trail Facebook page and gaining
celebrity status. By the time we reached our
third venue, the recently refurbished Devonshire
Arms, locals were already saying, “Here come
the Scots
lads.” The
atmosphere
in all the pubs
was very
friendly and
welcoming.
Once again,
Devonshire Arms
we sampled
the Bass on offer, and it was in excellent
condition. The pub normally serves four regular
beers plus three guest ales. However, the
landlord had travelled up to Lancashire and
planned to put six ales he had sourced there on
the second day of the trail.
Pub number
4 was a
micropub
called The
Last Heretic
with up to
six ales, all
served by
gravity. A
The Last Heretic
small but
perfectly
formed hostelry that provides an outlet for
smaller independent brewers.
Time was getting on and it had been a long
day. The final stop of the day was at the
conveniently located Weighbridge Inn. Situated
at the entrance to the hotel’s car park, this

micropub, a
converted coal
yard office, is
also the tap
for Muirhouse
microbrewery.
It serves two
house ales and
normally two
guests.

Weighbridge Inn

Day 2, and our first port of call was for a hearty
breakfast at the excellent Carla’s café, a fiveminute stroll from the hotel.
The first pub
of the day was
Brews of the
World, another
micropub
serving up
to four ales
from small
Brews of the World
microbreweries,
on hand pull. It
also serves up to ten kegged craft beers. The
pub allows you purchase a takeaway pizza from
the neighbouring Italian restaurant and eat it
on the premises. We took advantage of this
arrangement on a later visit.
Next, we visited
the Old Royal
Oak which
serves as the
tap room
for Fownes
Brewery. The
Old Royal Oak
bar room is a
large, openplan space but since the weather was pleasant,
we sat outside, using the traffic-free seating in
front of the pub. Here you can enjoy up to five
ales, mainly from Fownes but may also be from
other local micros.

Dog Inn
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Cutting
Dog Inn
across the
Market
Square we
arrived at
the Dog Inn.
This pub had
the largest
choice of
ales. Its 12 hand pulls serve four regular ales,
seven guests and one real cider. In addition, it
also has six key keg/cask fonts which may serve
cask conditioned ale. Unsurprisingly, we spent
quite some time here.
As we
Weighbridge Inn
headed
back to the
Weighbridge
Inn, we
received a
round of
applause
from a group
of well-wishers on the other side of the street.
Our reputation was growing.
Day 3, Saturday was pink polo day and Carla’s
café was closed. I was suffering from a recurring
back injury, so we took a taxi driven by Naz to
the Lord Burton, a Wetherspoon pub where we
had breakfast. The only memorable thing about
this visit was that we were informed by staff
that they had no eggs and could not serve the
usually fried eggs. We would have to make do
with scrambled eggs instead. I will leave you to
ponder that one...
A quick phone call to Naz and we were headed
to the tap at Burton Town Brewery where four
beers were being served. This was where Derek
caught up with us having been transported
from the hotel by Naz, our now personal taxi

Burton Town Brewery

driver. A couple
of hours later we
were headed to
the Burton Bridge
Inn where we had
the choice of seven
ales, mostly from
the Burton Bridge
Brewery. We were
greeted with “We’ve
been expecting
you!”. Again, a very
welcoming and friendly pub.

Burton Bridge Inn

Pub number eleven
Devonshire Arms
was Beeropolis,
another micro
serving three ales
and a plethora of
craft and continental
beers. We revisited
the Devonshire,
Coopers and
Weighbridge for
Derek’s benefit and enjoyed an excellent Indian
curry at a nearby restaurant.
On the final day, Sunday, our first watering hole
was the tap at the National Brewery Centre.
National Brewery Centre

The group with 'Naz',
their taxi driver
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Up to six ales are available here. I had hoped
to sample a pint of Heritage IPA but alas it was
not on.
Our penultimate
trail pub was
the Grange Inn.
This is a corner
pub located in a
residential area.
It normally only
serves two ales,
but the landlord
was extremely
happy to support
the trail.
Our fourteenth
and final trail
pub was in fact,
Marston’s Sports
and Social
Club where
surprisingly,
only two ales
are served. The
Pedigree was in
excellent form.

Grange Inn

Grange Inn

Renfrewshire
Social
The Renfrewshire CAMRA
Branch held a social
afternoon in the Brown Bull,
Lochwinnoch on Saturday 13
November.
It was attended by 20 members
(10 from Ayrshire and 10 from
Renfrewshire) plus two four-legged
friends. It was a great afternoon with
a selection of beers from Strathaven
Ales being available (Cromarty Red
Rocker just ran out when we arrived).

Marstons Sports and Social Club

The remaining time was spent revisiting some
of the pubs closer to our hotel and we ended
the trip in the Weighbridge Inn.
The choice and
Beer Board
at Coopers
condition of the
ales over the
four days were
fantastic and
the welcome we
received from all
the publicans and
fellow pubgoers was
memorable. Our thanks
must go to Ian Webster,
a local Burton CAMRA
member, who inspired
and planned the entire
event. Burton Ale Trail
2 is scheduled for 3-6
March 2022. We will
be there!
Front page news!
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Every CAMRA branch adheres to CAMRA’s
privacy policy. Within our branch we use
a centralised communications tool for
sending out our monthly emails to our
branch members.
However, for certain aspects of our work,
for example, the beer festival, we will
occasionally need to contact folk directly
by way of having a ‘legitimate interest’.
Any communications from our branch will
contain details of how to unsubscribe from
the emails if that is your desire. However,
our hope is that as a member of CAMRA,
you value the information that is sent to
you, and that it is useful, particularly at
branch level. If it isn’t, then please talk to us
in the first instance so we can understand
your concerns.

GETTING AROUND

Listed below are some
useful contact details for
transport providers in our Branch area.
STAGECOACH WEST SCOTLAND www.stagecoachbus.com
Tel: 01294 607007 (Ardrossan)
01292 613500 (Ayr)
01776 704484 (Stranraer)
01770 302000 (Arran)
0345 121 0190 (Disability Helpdesk)

SHUTTLE BUSES

www.shuttlebuses.co.uk

Tel: 0800 072 0373

McGILL'S BUSES

www.mcgillsbuses.co.uk

Tel: 08000 51 56 51

SCOTRAIL

www.scotrail.co.uk

Tel: 0344 811 0141

CALEDONIAN MACBRAYNE
You can check your email address is correct
at www.camra.org.uk. Log in using your
memebrship details, and select 'Edit your
membership information'.
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www.calmac.co.uk

Tel: 0800 066 5000

TRAVELINE SCOTLAND

www.travelinescotland.com

Ale Trails using public transport are available
to download from our website at

www.awcamra.org.uk
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The Good
Beer
Winter 2021
Guide 2022
is now available
An ideal
Christmas
present
Foreword by
best-selling singer and
publican James Blunt
The Good Beer Guide
(GBG) is the UK’s
best-selling guide to
pubs, bars and clubs
where you can enjoy a
great pint of traditional
British beer. It highlights
pubs selected by
CAMRA members as
places to savour good
beers from small
breweries as well as
cask-conditioned
lagers and world
beers and some
pubs are highlighted
for serving real
ciders too.

Purchase your copy now for a
CAMRA Members’ price of just £12*
at shop1.camra.org.uk
* Log in to enable your member discount. Once logged in
the member discount will be applied at checkout.
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Lochranza

Millport

Fairlie

Brodick

Lamlash

Lugton

Coast Ales

Strathaven

Stewarton
Kilmaurs

Darvel

Saltcoats Irvine
Troon

Kilmarnock
Dundonald

Seagate

Prestwick

Blackwaterfoot

Ayr

Ayr

East Ayrshire

Alloway
Maybole

Ayrshire &
Wigtownshire
CAMRA Branch
Local Breweries
Towns & villages where
cask ale should be available
– check whatpub.com
for outlet details

Kelburn

Gateside

North
Ayrshire

West Kilbride
Ardrossan
Arran
Arran Botanical
Drinks

Dargavel

Largs

Kirkmichael
Kirkoswald
South Ayrshire

Please check with outlets directly for
current opening times, any booking
requirements and availability of real ale.
Details can be found at whatpub.com.

Ballantrae
Bargrennan
Sulwath

Kirkcolm
Portpatrick
(currently
mothballed)

Portpatrick

Stranraer

Wigtownshire

Sandhead
Do you know of a pub or club that
sells real ale and isn’t listed?
Please let us know by emailing:

pubs@awcamra.org.uk

Not to scale. Reproduced from Ordnance Survey
map data by permission of the Ordnance Survey
© Crown Copyright 2021

Bladnoch

Newton Stewart
Wigtown
Garlieston

Drummore
Isle of Whithorn
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Five
Kingdoms

Great rates
to advertise
in Full Pints

Just £15 for
1/8 page or
£30 for 1/4 page

Just £50 for
1/2 page or
£90 for full page

Winter 2021

advertising@awcamra.org.uk

AYRSHIRE & WIGTOWNSHIRE REAL ALE OUTLETS
NORTH AYRSHIRE

EAST AYRSHIRE

ARDROSSAN
Ardrossan Rugby Club

LUGTON
Padaro

DARVEL
Black Bull

FAIRLIE
Village Inn

MILLPORT
Fraser’s Bar

DUNLOP
Merito

GATESIDE
Gateside Inn

SALTCOATS
Salt Cot C

KILMAURS
Weston Tavern §

IRVINE
The Auld Brig C
R&A Sports Bar

WEST KILBRIDE
The Twa Dugs 

LARGS
The Paddle Steamer
Three Reasons
Waterside

C

KILMARNOCK
Brass & Granite
First Edition C
Wheatsheaf Inn C

STEWARTON
The Mill House

WIGTOWNSHIRE
BARGRENNAN
House O’ Hill Hotel
(closed until March
2022)
BLADNOCH
Bladnoch Inn

ISLE OF ARRAN

NEWTON STEWART
Black Horse Hotel **
Creebridge House Hotel
Crown Hotel
Vault **
PORTPATRICK
Crown Hotel

BLACKWATERFOOT
Kinloch Hotel
Blackwaterfoot Lodge

LAMLASH
Drift Inn
Pierhead Tavern

DRUMMORE
Clashwhannon

BRODICK
Arran Brewery § C
Arran Botanical Drinks
Brodick Bar
Ormidale Hotel
Wine Port

LOCHRANZA
Lochranza Hotel *

STRANRAER
Grapes §
ISLE OF WHITHORN
Steam Packet Inn § Henry's Bay House **
WIGTOWN
KIRKCOLM
Plough
Blue Peter Hotel

WHITING BAY
Burlington Hotel **

GARLIESTON
Harbour Inn

SANDHEAD
Tigh na Mara Hotel

SOUTH AYRSHIRE
ALLOWAY
Cambusdoon Sports
Club
AYR
Abbotsford Hotel
Chestnuts Hotel
Glen Park Hotel
Tam o’ Shanter

The Smoking Goat
The Twa Dugs
Waterfront *
Wellingtons Bar 
West Kirk C
BALLANTRAE
Kings Arms

* CAMRA members have noted that real ale is not
always available at these outlets.
§ Special offers for card-carrying CAMRA members

DUNDONALD
The Auchans
KIRKMICHAEL
Kirkmichael Arms
KIRKOSWALD
Souter’s Inn

PRESTWICK
Prestwick Pioneer C
TROON
Harbour Bar
McKay’s
Marr Rugby Club #
Number Forty-Seven

MAYBOLE
Maybole Arms

** Bottle conditioned ales available
C CAMRA vouchers accepted
# Weekends only

 Red - still closed

Current Branch Area Pub of the Year
Overall Branch Pub of the Year 2020

CAMRA members are encouraged to score ales they drink in their local pub, as it assists the committee in considering outlets for inclusion in the
Good Beer Guide. Please take a few moments to score your beers on whatpub.com if you visit them - see page 28 for guidance.
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