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Branch Events in January (and early February) 

  

Saturday 6 January East Ayrshire Festive Lunch 

Weston Tavern, Kilmaurs; 14:00 

This is just a reminder for those who have booked.  

  

Monday, 8 January Branch Committee Meeting 

Wheatsheaf Inn, 70 Portland Street, Kilmarnock, KA1 1JG; 19:30 

Obviously targeted at committee members but any interested member is more than welcome to attend. 

  

Saturday, 13 January SNIB Social 

Bellfield Brewery, 46 Stanley Place, Edinburgh, EH7 5TB; 14:00 

A chance to meet up with members from all over Scotland in this Edinburgh brewery’s taproom, where 6 

large tables have been reserved, and food can be ordered from the popup Guisados Mexican. 

  

Tuesday, 16 January South Ayrshire Social and PotY Presentation 

Venue and time to be confirmed 

Targeted at members residing in South Ayrshire, but members from all areas of the branch are equally 

welcome. 

  

Thursday, 18 January North Ayrshire Social and PotY Presentation and Branch Meeting 

Venue and time to be confirmed 

Again, it is targeted at members residing in North Ayrshire, but, given that a very short branch meeting will 

also take place, members from all areas of the branch are equally welcome. 

  

Saturday, 20 January Western Scotland Tasting Panel Meeting 

Venue to be confirmed; 14:00 

An opportunity for our trained tasters to meet up and asses the beers available. Any untrained members 

are welcome to come along and see what we do. 

  

Monday. 22 January ARAF Planning Meeting 

Harbour Bar, 169-173 Templehill, Troon, KA10 6BH; 20:00 

Planning starts for our branch’s flagship event, ARAF, scheduled for Troon’s Concert and Walker Halls, 3 -5 

October.  All those interested are encouraged to attend; in particular, any “new blood” will be most 

welcome. 
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Wednesday, 31 January East Ayrshire Social and PotY Presentation 

Venue and time to be confirmed 

Again, targeted at members residing in East Ayrshire, but members from all areas of the branch are equally 

welcome. 

  

Saturday, 3 February Scotland & Northern Ireland Branches Meeting 

JG Sharps, 34-36 Nelson St, Largs, KA30 8LW; 13:00 

Anyone interested is encouraged to attend. 

  

Pub of the Year (PotY) 

There is still time to vote for this. Each social area selects a PotY for 2023.  These are selected by 

members’ votes.  Members may vote for pubs in any area of the branch, but whether an Area 

Social Coordinator takes account of votes from members residing outside his area is entirely at his 

discretion.  Votes for pubs in each area should be sent to the following by 31 December 2023. 

North Ayrshire: Ian Middleditch north-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk 

South Ayrshire: Donald Clark south-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk 

East Ayrshire: Alex Burt east-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk 

Wigtownshire: Malcolm McNeill wigtownshire@awcamra.org.uk 

  

You may also suggest a judge for the next round of the competition, where judges assess the 4 winning 

pubs by 12 March 2024 for the overall Branch PotY 2024.  This pub will then progress to be considered for 

the Scotland & Northern Ireland PotY. 

  

Beer Scoring 

When visiting a pub, CAMRA members are strongly encouraged to rate the condition of the real ale 

sampled by using the National Beer Scoring System (NBSS).  These scores are used when selecting 

entries for the Good Beer Guide (GBG) and monitoring beer quality.  An “idiot’s guide” to scoring can be 

found on the branch website at https://awcamra.org.uk/branch-matters/beer-scoring/ 

  

For your information, the top five performing pubs from beer scores between 1 April and 6 November 2023, 

edited to only include those with at least six scores, were: 

Grapes, Stranraer average score 4.07 from 144 scores 

Ship Inn, Drummore average score 3.92 from 42 scores 

JG Sharps, Largs average score 3.89 from 19 scores 

Black Bull, Darvel average score 3.89 from 14 scores 

Kinloch Hotel, Blackwaterfoot average score 3.87 from 15 scores   

  

At the other end of the scale, the bottom five, using the same criteria, were: 

Tam o’ Shanter, Ayr average score 2.50 from 9 scores 

Twa Dugs, Ayr average score 2.56 from 8 scores 

Salt Cot, Saltcoats average score 2.69 from 8 scores 

Waterside, Largs average score 2.82 from 11 scores 

Mill House, Stewarton average score 3.03 from 12 scores 

  

It should be noted that pubs with an average score of 3 and above are likely to be considered for GBG 

entry. 

 

mailto:north-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk
mailto:south-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk
mailto:east-ayrshire@awcamra.org.uk
mailto:wigtownshire@awcamra.org.uk
https://awcamra.org.uk/branch-matters/beer-scoring/
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ARAF Beer of the Festival Presentation 

As previously intimated, this year’s winner was Timothy Taylor Landlord.  A certificate presentation, along 

with a tour of the brewery in Keighley, West Yorkshire, has been arranged for Wednesday, 28 February 

2024 at 15:00. Due to the limit on numbers that can tour the brewery, another tour has also been arranged 

for the morning of the same day. Please note that the brewery tour is not suitable for those with mobility 

issues. 

  

The following day is the start of the CAMRA Bradford Beer & Cider Festival, which is being held in nearby 

Saltaire from 29 February until 2 March.  Saltaire village is designated by UNESCO as a World Heritage 

Site. 

https://www.bradfordcamra.org.uk/bbcf2024   https://saltairevillage.info 

  

Why not consider staying in the area for a few nights and enjoy some Yorkshire hospitality? A&W CAMRA 

will not be organising travel arrangements or accommodation but there is a Travelodge in Keighley which 

would make an excellent base.  The easiest way to reach Keighley by public transport is to use the rail 

service via Carlisle or Lancaster. 

  

Anyone who wishes to join in should notify Social Secretary Matt Miller, social@awcamra.org.uk or 07734 

500934, who is happy to offer advice regarding travel or accommodation.  If you are considering travelling 

alone he may be able to put you in touch with other fellow travellers. If you can make your own 

arrangements, please let him know what you have planned.  If he has contact details for everyone who is 

going to be in the area, he can arrange to meet up. 

  

National Members Weekend 

This will be held in Dundee 26 -28 April 2024.  Full details can be found at https://camra.org.uk/members-

weekend-agm-conference/ 

  

50 Years of CAMRA in Scotland 

2024 sees 50 years since the CAMRA started up in Scotland with a meeting in the Golf Inn, Bishopton.  To 

celebrate this, a number of events are planned for throughout the year. To start you off, here are a couple: 

50th Anniversary Clothing 

A selection of clothing items is available for purchase in recognition of the 50th anniversary of CAMRA in 

Scotland. These items will all feature the anniversary logo:                            

Garment                                         Colour             Price 

Polo Shirt (short sleeve)                 Royal Blue      £9.00 

Polo Shirt (long sleeve)                  Royal Blue      £11.50 

Sweatshirt (long sleeve)                 Royal Blue      £11.50 

Rugby Shirt (long sleeve)               Navy               £13.50 

Fleece Jacket (long sleeve)            Navy               £14.50 

An order form is available to download from our branch website at 

https://awcamra.org.uk/50th-anniversary/ 

Please note that the deadline for orders is close of play on Saturday 13 January 2024. 

 
  

https://www.bradfordcamra.org.uk/bbcf2024?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=A%26W+CAMRA+Calling+January+2024
https://saltairevillage.info/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=A%26W+CAMRA+Calling+January+2024
mailto:social@awcamra.org.uk
https://camra.org.uk/members-weekend-agm-conference/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=A%26W+CAMRA+Calling+January+2024
https://camra.org.uk/members-weekend-agm-conference/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=A%26W+CAMRA+Calling+January+2024
https://awcamra.org.uk/50th-anniversary/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=A%26W+CAMRA+Calling+January+2024
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50th Anniversary Pub Trail Challenge 

The challenge is to visit 50 real ale pubs during 2024. This will take the form of a 3-tier award, i.e. bronze, 

silver and gold. 

Bronze - Visit any 50 real ale pubs. 

Silver - Visit 50 Good Beer Guide (GBG) pubs from any of the Scottish GBG Counties*. 

Gold - Visit 50 GBG pubs from 10 of the Scottish GBG Counties*. 

* A GBG County is a section of the GBG, e.g. Ayrshire & Arran is a GBG County. 

To participate in the challenge, you must download the appropriate form from the branch website at 

https://awcamra.org.uk/50th-anniversary/ 

You are also encouraged to score your beers on the National Beer Scoring System (NBSS). 

  

Branch 40th Anniversary 

2024 also sees the 40th Anniversary of the formation of the (then) Ayrshire Branch.  Again, a number of 

events are planned to celebrate this throughout the year.  Look out for details in future editions of this 

newsletter. 

  

Full Pints Advertising 

The viability of our award-winning magazine, Full Pints, is dependent on advertising income covering 

production and distribution costs.  To this end, we are always on the lookout for new advertisers.  If you are 

aware of any business, doesn’t have to be real ale related, who might like to advertise in our magazine, 

please supply details to our Advertising Manager Janis Wood 

advertising@awcamra.org.uk 

  

Branch Code of Conduct 

This applies to all events. 

Our wish is for everyone to enjoy themselves and have fun on our trips and events. However, please 

remember that organisers have only volunteered to arrange times and/or travel arrangements and to 

provide information about the venue(s). CAMRA promotes responsible drinking and so excessive drinking 

will not be tolerated on CAMRA outings. Members should not behave in any manner that may bring the 

Campaign into disrepute. Any member doing so may be barred from future events. You are responsible for 

your own safety and well-being. If you have an existing medical condition that requires support, you must 

bring your own backup/carer with you. 
 

https://awcamra.org.uk/50th-anniversary/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=A%26W+CAMRA+Calling+January+2024
mailto:advertising@awcamra.org.uk

